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RE: Opposition to Ordinance C36877 as Amended June 8 
 
Dear Council President Wilkerson and Members of the Spokane City 
Council, 
 
I am writing on behalf of WMFHA members managing market-rate and 
subsidized homes in Spokane to respectfully oppose Ordinance C36877 
as amended during your June 8 meeting. 
 
We share the Council's goal of protecting vulnerable residents during 
periods of extreme heat and ensuring that Spokane remains a safe and 
healthy place to live. However, this ordinance takes an approach that will 
increase housing costs, reduce affordability, and create significant 
implementation challenges without ensuring that resources are directed to 
solving the problem or to those who need them most. 
 
Most concerning is the unfunded mandate for our nonprofit partners with 
no clear standards or authority for improving cooling outcomes. Nonprofit 
housing providers, affordable housing operators, and charitable 
organizations would be required to comply without receiving dedicated 
funding and no authority to enforce or require cooling improvements with 
the dollars being taken from their budget. The ordinance, by allowing 
tenants to act unilaterally with little or no notice lacks meaningful 
standards or authority for housing provider oversight to ensure that any 
required tenant assistance is used to adequately cool a residence, 
diverting scarce resources without improved outcomes. 
 
The ordinance sidesteps the established building code process and 
implements new development and building standards overnight. The 
proposal requires "adequate cooling" in new rental housing but does not 
clearly define what that standard means or accepted methods to achieve 
the standard. Building performance requirements are typically developed 
through rigorous technical processes and significant input from engineers, 
architects, builders, code officials, and public safety experts. Bypassing 
that process creates uncertainty for housing providers, developers, and 
design professionals while increasing the risk of inconsistent 
implementation and unintended consequences. The proposal will 
significantly slow the delivery of workforce and middle housing at a time 
when Spokane is facing a significant shortage of just such housing. 
 



 
Importantly, there are better solutions available. Spokane should pursue 
targeted assistance programs, utility bill support, rebates, incentives, 
public-private partnerships, and other approaches that help vulnerable 
residents access cooling without imposing broad mandates that increase 
housing costs for everyone. WMFHA stands ready to be a partner in 
these efforts. 
 
Spokane is known for its pragmatic approaches to solving big problems 
and it needs policies that expand housing opportunities, preserve 
affordability, and protect vulnerable residents. Ordinance C36877 does 
not meet that standard nor strike that balance. We respectfully urge the 
Council to return to the table and work collaboratively with housing 
providers, nonprofit organizations, and community stakeholders to 
develop practical cooling solutions that protect residents without 
increasing housing costs for everyone. 
 
Thank you for your service to the community and for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jake Mayson 
Director of Government Affairs 
 
 
    


