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June 16, 2026

Spokane City Council
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Spokane, WA 99201

Re: Ordinance No. C36877, “"Right to Cooling”
Dear Council President Wilkerson and Members of the Spokane City Council:

The Spokane Housing Authority (SHA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on Ordinance No. C36877, as
amended on June 8, 2026. We value our ongoing collaboration with the City and remain committed to working
constructively toward solutions that support the health and well-being of Spokane residents.

As you know, within the City of Spokane SHA owns and operates 520 affordable apartments across eight
properties and administers housing assistance payments for approximately 4,600 low-income households.
These payments are made directly to housing providers—primarily private landlords who are essential partners
in meeting the City’s affordable housing needs. Any new cooling requirements in rental housing would
therefore directly affect our operations, our tenants and voucher participants, and our partner landlords.

We share the City’s commitment to safeguarding tenant health, particularly as rising temperatures and more
frequent extreme heat pose increased risks to vulnerable residents. We also recognize that, while renters have
the right under state and local law to install portable cooling devices, barriers to obtaining them may still exist.
As the city’s public housing authority, we are responsive to these community concerns and understand the
desire for additional protections.

At the same time, we have significant concerns about the potential unintended impacts of the ordinance. We
echo the questions and concerns raised by the Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium and offer additional
perspective based on our direct experience as both a landlord and a program administrator.

All SHA units include air conditioning in at least one room, and all properties have community spaces with
cooling and clean air refuges. Tenants may install portable cooling devices under existing law, and we do not
impose restrictions based on electrical load. As written, the ordinance introduces ambiguity rather than clarity.
It is unclear what, if anything, would need to change to comply with the proposed cooling requirements. For
example, although every SHA unit has air conditioning, it is unclear whether this would meet the standard of
“sufficient to avoid risks to tenant health.”

The proposed language also leaves room for disagreement between landlords and tenants regarding whether
a unit has “adequate cooling” (regarding Section 10.57.175(C)) or “cooling devices or systems” (regarding
Section 10.57.175(E)). These ambiguities could inadvertently increase landlord-tenant disputes, administrative
burdens, and pressures on court systems.
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We are additionally concerned about potential impacts on the supply of affordable housing. Our housing
assistance programs depend on private landlords’ continued participation. If new regulatory requirements
result in increased costs and higher rents, units may become unaffordable within program rent limits, reducing
the inventory available to voucher holders. Some landlords, already expressing frustration at increased
regulatory requirements, may even choose to exit the rental market altogether, further reducing rental
inventory.

SHA is entrusted with protecting valuable community resources, and we are committed to managing those
resources with care and responsibility in every decision we make. We do not believe the approach outlined in
this ordinance makes the best use of those resources, and the opportunity costs are important. For our
housing portfolio, every dollar spent on emergency retrofits is a dollar that cannot go toward maintenance,
resident services, preservation, or future housing production. For our housing assistance programs, higher
rents stretch limited subsidy dollars thinner, meaning the same amount of funding helps fewer families.

For these reasons, we urge City Council to reconsider the current approach to cooling in Ordinance No.
C36877 and instead explore a short-term, targeted measure that addresses immediate cooling needs of
vulnerable residents. Such an approach could include a reasonable accommodation or modification process
paired with a landlord rebate program for cooling device purchases.

We also encourage City Council to convene a collaborative, community-wide effort—bringing together housing
providers, service agencies, residents, and utility providers—to develop a long-term, sustainable approach to
cooling that maximizes resources and supports meaningful, equitable outcomes.

Thank you for your consideration and for your leadership in addressing the interconnected challenges of
housing, health, and safety. We value our partnership with the City and look forward to continuing to work
together on solutions that best serve Spokane residents.

Pamela Parr
Executive Director
Spokane Housing Authority



