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This information is my opinion and does 
not represent the official views of the 
Federal Open Market Committee, the 

Federal Reserve System or the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis.
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What is FRED?
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Screen capture of FRED portal in 1996
Source: https://www.stlouisfed.org/annual-
report/2013/fred-history

Screen capture of FRED portal in 1999
http://web.archive.org/web/19991010065410/
http://www.stls.frb.org/fred/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2002
http://web.archive.org/web/20020830083701/
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series
/CLF16OV/10

Screen capture of FRED series in 2006
http://web.archive.org/web/20061203031437/http://res
earch.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/DGS10/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2015
http://web.archive.org/web/20150214072659
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/UNRATE/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2024
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CAUR
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Screen capture of FRED series in 2025
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ILNA
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What Is FRED?

FRED is a data 
aggregator, with over 
845,000 time series 
from over 120 
sources: 
governments, treaty 
organizations, and 
private organizations. 
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What Is FRED?

FRED enables 
users to find, 
download, graph, 
map, and 
understand 
economic and 
financial data.
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How does Research Information 
Services evaluate the success of 

initiatives and build products 
that scale?
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We use the tools of economic analysis
to improve economic education.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iree.2023.100275 
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FRED Group Google Sheets Group

• Online graph-building, graph reading, and evaluation.
• N = 471 (students from a large public university).
• A/B experimental design; Demographic controls.
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Findings:

• Students assigned to create a data graph using 
Google Sheets abandoned the task more 
frequently than students assigned to use FRED.

Actions:

• Use FRED assignments to boost task 
completion and learning economics.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iree.2025.100314
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Findings:

• The educational use of FRED is not exclusively 
in the hands of more experienced instructors 
and those who are economics subject matter 
experts.

Actions:

• Keep FRED® and Carry On!
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https://doi.org/10.1177/05694345251413579
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Findings:

• Over the last five years, the median classroom 
use FRED data has increased and now 
amounts to 22 percent of class time.

Actions:

• Keep up with FRED®!
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Tools for Teaching with FRED
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FRED micro-credentials
• Modular skills.
• Asynchronous delivery.
• Scalable outreach.

Three separate programs have issued 30,000 badges since 2022.



25

• Lesson Plans and Activities for Teaching with FRED.

• Lesson Plans and Activities for Teaching with FRED Maps.

https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/teaching-
resources/economics/series/intro-to-fred
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• Graph-building assignments.

• Assignment-ready prompts.

• Related FRED Blog posts.

• Public FRED dashboards with graph-reading prompts.

https://news.research.stlouisfed.org/category/fred-
classroom-newsletter/
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Bring FRED® into the Classroom

https://confirmsubscription.com/h/t/8A72332D6ECB859F 

https://confirmsubscription.com/h/t/8A72332D6ECB859F
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Connect with the St. Louis Fed

Subscribe to email alerts:
Get timely info direct to your inbox 

Research and analysis from experts

Follow us on social:
Catch @stlouisfed on X, 
LinkedIn, Instagram and more

Visit stlouisfed.org for:

Explore the 
Economy Museum:
Learn about money, 
history and economics
in person or online

Award-winning, free economic 
education resources

FRED®, a trusted source for timely 
economic data

Community development tools to support 
an economy in which all can benefit
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