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ADVOCACY
 

Engage with Local Leaders on Applications for
Ag Road Improvement Funding

WCMA joined Wisconsin agricultural leaders yesterday in applauding the launch of the
state's new $150 million Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP). Local
government leaders may apply now through April 5 for the first round of ARIP grant funds,
totaling $50 million, to strengthen rural roads essential to dairy processors' operations. A
second round, offering $100 million in grants, will begin later this year. For more, see
related news coverage from WKOW-TV and Mid-West Farm Report.
 
WCMA members can take action now by filling out WCMA's simple, two-page form and
sharing it with their local leaders. Villages, towns, and other municipalities will be the
primary applicants for ARIP grants, but they will need information from local businesses to
be successful. The questions on this form mirror the questions your municipality will
answer on the ARIP application, and your answers are essential for a strong submission.

SUPPORT YOUR MUNICIPALITY'S APPLICATION

To complete this form, members should:
Consult the Wisconsin Department of Transportation's (WisDOT) interactive map
of potentially eligible roads. An ARIP-eligible project must improve a highway
functionally classified by WisDOT as a local road, minor collector, or a bridge or
culvert on a highway functionally classified as a local road or minor collector, which

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx
https://www.wxow.com/news/rural-road-improvement-grants-are-now-available-to-farmers/article_a49cf479-e892-51d4-98a7-883a6c23889b.html
https://www.midwestfarmreport.com/2024/02/12/first-round-of-arip-grants-now-available/
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/1595dba0-0902-4bce-b480-30b9d1304691.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/1595dba0-0902-4bce-b480-30b9d1304691.docx?rdr=true
https://wisdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c497d01b032d43e589bff13a9599fc33


provides access to agricultural lands or facilities – like dairy processing plants –
used for the production of agricultural goods. The road, bridge, or culvert must have
been subject to a posted weight limit for at least one month during the previous
year, and following the project, it must no longer be subject to a posted weight limit,
other than in emergency circumstances.
Note that ARIP application reviewers will consider: how many agricultural
businesses are impacted, and their economic impact; the volume of agricultural
products transported over the roadway; whether or not alternative routes for
transportation are available; whether the project would result in a reduction of trips,
costs, and mileage driven; and the fiscal and administrative needs of the local
municipality.

 
Complete ARIP details are available on WisDOT's website. Have questions? Please
contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs & Policy Rebekah Sweeney.

WCMA Members Connect with Federal, State
Policymakers at Annual Advocacy Day

Many thanks to all who joined the WCMA Policy Committee Meeting & Wisconsin
Advocacy Day Tuesday, February 6 in Madison. Thanks also go to event sponsors C.D.
Smith Construction, Compeer Financial, and Sargento Foods.

Congressman Derrick Van Orden (WI-03) joined
the meeting live from Washington, D.C. ahead
of floor votes. Members thanked him for his
championship of the Dairy PRIDE Act, critical
nutrition programs, and of the Dairy Business
Innovation Alliance, and for his insights on
opportunities to grow and support dairy
processors’ workforce.

“It was an honor to speak at the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association Advocacy
Day,” said Congressman Van Orden.“Wisconsin is America’s Dairyland and the number
one cheese-producing state in the country, which is why I am an unwavering advocate for
our hardworking dairy farmers and cheese producers in Congress and support legislation
that best serves them. I am grateful to the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association for all
they do to support our dairy industry, and I look forward to our continued work together to
share Wisconsin’s top-of-the-line cheese with the rest of the nation.”

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


The group then heard from Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection Deputy Secretary Aileen Switzer,
Department of Natural Resources Deputy
Secretary Steven Little, and Department of
Transportation Division Administrator Justin
Shell, who detailed efforts to partner with
industry on nutrient management, export and
modernization endeavors, and projects to
improve agricultural roads.

A powerhouse panel of state legislators joined
members for a productive discussion, including
Sen. Joan Ballweg, Sen. Howard Marklein, Sen.
Brad Pfaff, Rep. Dave Considine, Rep. Tony
Kurtz, and Rep. Travis Tranel. These strong
dairy industry allies have worked to pass a $150
million ag road improvement package, $5 million
for ag exports, $1 million in dairy processor
grants, $8 million for the Dairy Innovation Hub -
and more.

At the State Capitol, members visited with lawmakers to talk about ways to strengthen
dairy processors and our economy. Thanks to Sen. Romaine Quinn, Sen. Mark Spreitzer,
Sen. Duey Stroebel, Rep. Ty Bodden, Rep. Todd Novak, Rep. Jerry O'Connor, and Rep.
Peter Schmidt for their time and communication.

Interested in getting involved in WCMA's advocacy efforts? Contact Senior Director of
Programs & Policy Rebekah Sweeney.

mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


Get Environmental Updates from WI Leaders at
WCMA Joint Industry Meeting with WDNR

Join the WCMA Technology Committee March
13 for important environmental updates and
discussion at the 11th Annual Joint Industry
Meeting with Midwest Food Products
Association and the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR).

SIGN UP NOW

This full-day hybrid meeting focuses on nutrient and wastewater issues for dairy and food
manufacturers. Topics to date include fertilizer designation for wastewater solids, the
launch of the Water Quality Clearinghouse for phosphorus credits, alternate concentration
limits for nitrogen in soil-based treatment systems, PFAS regulation and legislation, and a
deep dive into the Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) test and best practices to avoid WET test
failures.

Register now for in-person ($55) or online ($35) attendance. This meeting provides
continuing education credits for certified wastewater operators. For more information,
contact WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

GRANTS
 

Apply Now for Nationwide Dairy Business
Innovation Grants

Dairy farmers and processors across the U.S. can apply now for grants available through
four regional Dairy Business Innovation Initiatives:

Dairy Business Innovation Alliance, administered by WCMA and the Center for
Dairy Research

Eligible states: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin

Northeast Dairy Business Innovation Center, administered by the Vermont
Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/joint-industry-meeting-with-wisconsin-dnr-2024
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/joint-industry-meeting-with-wisconsin-dnr-2024
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/joint-industry-meeting-with-wisconsin-dnr-2024
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-business-builder-grant
https://nedairyinnovation.com/grants/#fundingcalendar


Eligible states: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Vermont

Pacific Coast Coalition - Dairy Business Innovation Initiative , administered by
Fresno State University

Eligible states: Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,
Washington

Southeast Dairy Business Innovation Alliance , administered by the University of
Tennessee

Eligible states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West
Virginia, Puerto Rico

Individual award amounts, eligibility, and application requirements vary by region. Funding
for the grants is provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Dairy Business
Innovation Initiatives were first championed by U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-
Wisconsin) and WCMA as part of the 2018 Farm Bill.

DBIA Staff Share Application Tips in Free Webinar

Looking for strategies to submit your strongest application for a Dairy Business
Builder grant through the Dairy Business Innovation Alliance (DBIA)? View our free
webinar now for useful information from DBIA staff including eligibility, how to use
DBIA's new application system, and helpful hints to keep in mind when applying.

STREAM WEBINAR

Food Infrastructure Grant Funding Now
Available in 35 States

Agriculture agencies in 35 U.S. states including Wisconsin are now accepting
applications for the Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure grant program administered
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA has allocated a total of up to $420
million nationwide for the grants, with $27 million provided to Wisconsin alone.

The grants aim to build resilience throughout the food supply chain and strengthen local
and regional food systems. A full list of states with open application windows is available

https://www.dairypcc.net/grant-applications/
https://sdbii.tennessee.edu/sdbii/
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/grant-webinar-spring-2024
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/grant-webinar-spring-2024
https://datcp.wi.gov/pages/agdevelopment/rfsi.aspx
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsi


on USDA's website.

FIND YOUR STATE

New Wisconsin RFSI Resources
WCMA members interested in applying for Wisconsin's RFSI
grants can join a free webinar today, February 13, at 1:00
p.m. (CT) for an overview of the program and a live Q&A with
presenters from the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection (WDATCP).

Can't attend? Watch this e-newsletter next week for a link to
the webinar recording. Applicants with questions can also take
advantage of WDATCP's new RFSI Budget Calculator and
virtual office hours.

INDUSTRY UPDATES

USDA Seeks Cheese Bids
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has issued a solicitation for the purchase of cheese
products for use in domestic food distribution programs. Bids are due February 22 at 1:00
p.m. (CT). Please contact USDA staff with questions.

Join Free USDA Webinar on Becoming a
Qualified Vendor

Sign up today for a free, two-part interactive webinar series hosted by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) on how to become an approved USDA food vendor and
compete for federal commodity purchase contracts.
 
Part 1, set for February 15  at 1:00 p.m. (CT), will cover how to become a qualified
vendor. Part 2, scheduled for February 22  at 1:00 p.m. (CT), will detail what approved
vendors need to know to submit their first bid and be successful in future bids. Presenters
will also reserve time to answer pre-submitted audience questions during the webinar.
Please contact USDA staff with questions.

IN THE NEWS

Wisconsin
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: "Top Chef" Wisconsin premieres in March
PBS Wisconsin: Wisconsin Foodie: Alpinage Cheese (Featuring WCMA member
Alpinage Artisan Cheese)
FoodSided: These romantic cheese pairings will make your heart melt
(Featuring WCMA members Crave Brothers Farmstead Cheese, Henning Cheese,
Sartori Company, Schuman Cheese - Lake Country Dairy)

National/International
Dairy Processing: CheeseExpo Preview: Bringing the industry together

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsi/rfsi-rfa-status?field_rfa_status_value=Open
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsi/rfsi-rfa-status
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-february-2024
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/AgDevelopment/RFSI.aspx
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItde6qrzgiGbLPBAcgUAvVkvhltNuiGqE#/registration
https://www.ams.usda.gov//sites/default/files/2000009900 - Bid Invitation.pdf
mailto:jenny.babiuch@usda.gov
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bxb6pGopaagXcuYRShxMlFfXVZZ5E4aO95-7Lt4yW8RFD-CyZSqwesaHiqD--oYWLQL-ra0ZWn_zGS1WBgnmo-NXClo6-69ELscVNIcBjVjbRwBf6nHiajBMWkAIt4Q02L2CbFZBRI-SkrWYRmljBpec9mTYW-7YrijBoDpqxY1i0_lRD19ZBBaGgvJnxQNOu8oOEWLtvgovP8egNsx_I7DtIGNwT4sRSaV0YEhldMWqgK1RlzmP9w==&c=wvPUyJzeh64LU6LbDGdGI5fEExk5oV8jL070wvV0CVzmKSpwxw_w-Q==&ch=-7VeffSRc8DCGTsxnGskFAN-108okJ0gn-CUOC3A-S7WAYVh5AI0UA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vuxh5Me-K7z3a2CdiT6kO66Gj7AhpHkmQE2XN9O2FQToCrRR7DuzlAHYL0Ig2uQDEDjr0Vpm6hI98Wqq12unU1v_wROS5l9yHpIMkRZ2WFtTSGcZtkxQv0MrrsSxn_NlvqNzEdWc7gymMm2i687kwY-suViYDTomJUdJebvKG5i9BizlReCN1kKwViL5cvbkQrZgqxKaiAxq7rfkt51l67K4Hb7hc_bTIg2dfNjXuZc=&c=20E0r8dzrNBe0BJPrizhfMz1dBn0_BqV8tsmEjUBFKwh3jgDFhFPsw==&ch=DaNfFqz3XwPUFdQClNrchfblcl38vH5DfRKLpLMxK_WAkIOSx8HpRQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vuxh5Me-K7z3a2CdiT6kO66Gj7AhpHkmQE2XN9O2FQToCrRR7DuzlAHYL0Ig2uQDRcqIq4bqX2WyyOcliay5BaTiJ3XmSqsdP8vTxozk1A0FC_6ItUlLX_K9iY-dt2eXjXFkPO8D8yu9BHB3uivOylJPSFoF9OcX35vOKFOpZ1k8ZD1XMAr5GgM7VBmdGOj6bHHdaTt-OjP2-hpAB8qiZ2okHM9oMkvc1OdEb0VEuzc=&c=20E0r8dzrNBe0BJPrizhfMz1dBn0_BqV8tsmEjUBFKwh3jgDFhFPsw==&ch=DaNfFqz3XwPUFdQClNrchfblcl38vH5DfRKLpLMxK_WAkIOSx8HpRQ==
mailto:andrea.lang@usda.gov
mailto:diana.dau@usda.gov
https://www.jsonline.com/story/entertainment/dining/2024/02/07/top-chef-wisconsin-milwaukee-chef-dan-jacobs-airs-in-march/72503043007/
https://pbswisconsin.org/watch/wisconsin-foodie/alpinage-cheese-birch-restaurant-07ol0p/
https://foodsided.com/posts/romantic-cheese-pairings-wisconsin-cheese
https://digital.dairyprocessing.com/sosland/dp/dairy-processing-january-february-2024/index.php#/p/50


(Featuring WCMA)
Shepherd Express: Artisan cheeses from around the globe shine at World
Championship Cheese Contest (Featuring WCMA)
WTAQ Radio: World Championship Cheese Contest boasts 3,302 entries

MEMBERSHIP
 

DEADLINE EXTENDED: Apply by February 16 for
WCMA Scholarships Worth $19,000

APPLY NOW

Undergraduate, graduate, and technical
students - including WCMA member employees
and their children - have until this Friday,
February 9, to apply for WCMA's annual
student scholarships. On April 17, WCMA will
present a total of $19,000 in scholarship awards
at CheeseExpo in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Seven awards are available across three
scholarships:

The WCMA Myron P. "Mike" Dean
Cheese Industry Student Scholarship,
open to WCMA dairy processor and
manufacturer member employees and
their children;
The WCMA Cheese Industry Supplier
Student Scholarship, open to WCMA
supplier member employees and their
children; and
The Brian Eggebrecht Student
Scholarship Supporting Skilled Trades
in the Dairy Industry, open to all
students attending or registered to attend
a technical school in Wisconsin.

Applicants for all WCMA scholarships must supply school transcripts, a letter of
recommendation, and a completed application form. All applicants will be notified of their
application status in March. Full details on all WCMA scholarships are available online.
Please contact WCMA Business Coordinator Carah Maier with questions.

https://shepherdexpress.com/food/eat-drink/artisan-cheeses-from-around-the-globe-shine-at-world-champio/
https://wtaq.com/2024/02/12/world-championship-cheese-contest-boasts-3302-entries/
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/scholarships
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/scholarships
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R6YQ7Wng0sPIiuZgBKqeauML9hJ3bcM2b8mlx7Qp_7XxnZ75AASbMJ4FCOrVxIsmqYpDxcCNCjhSEtFb9MERChH5nrYShhpPqbfJFPa4nWHj3jLdNrjdi3x38elR7gIpAApVpcXVbqJJ73qLGVK3JA==&c=Dc6kCTXhbHOq4PNzNdp9r3_xPb5n3pemdsDBqEa3rLotPl8qeiyuQw==&ch=K3Ya3vlr0XkpUIVJIoMaggchLGqXxsxg1X8IFe7hMet5J1Z0oF1OYg==
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/4cb704ef-2c11-4415-8127-283004421b8d.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/32b045d1-9a81-4c09-8326-adaad06c7717.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/3182640e-895b-48c9-b862-58eba00c72bd.pdf?rdr=true
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R6YQ7Wng0sPIiuZgBKqeauML9hJ3bcM2b8mlx7Qp_7XxnZ75AASbMPdAj--VHigyURALJRTla8t_gh5Z2ykvJIssfx6KGx8e6aATwmTdqVLkokrJXc8hhFVXMAXU71eBMSJlrNGgzKSE0GC7WHwN0e0tm5y6WTNRhZ1Xg_FpRvL9G9eIUVZ0dg==&c=Dc6kCTXhbHOq4PNzNdp9r3_xPb5n3pemdsDBqEa3rLotPl8qeiyuQw==&ch=K3Ya3vlr0XkpUIVJIoMaggchLGqXxsxg1X8IFe7hMet5J1Z0oF1OYg==
mailto:cmaier@wischeesemakers.org


WCMA Young Professionals Learn, Network at
Meister Cheese

Thanks go to the members of WCMA's Young
Professionals group who gathered for a day of
networking and education at Meister Cheese
last week, featuring tours of the company's
cheese and whey plants and wastewater
treatment facility.

WCMA also thanks their employers for
supporting their efforts to connect with and learn
from their peers!

WCMA's Young Professionals meet quarterly, with most events involving a plant tour and
industry presentations. For more information on upcoming events and to get involved,
contact WCMA Contest Director Kirsten Strohmenger.

Dairy Industry Suppliers
New WCMA supplier member Great Lakes Pallet Company
specializes in the manufacture of dust-free, mold-free, 48x40
wood pallets for the food industry and other applications.

mailto:kstrohmenger@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/member-directory/great-lakes-pallet-company


New WCMA supplier member Mayekawa USA Inc. is a
manufacturer of industrial refrigeration compressors and
specialty equipment.

Visit WCMA's online member directory for more information.

WORKFORCE
 

Join WCMA Health & Safety Group Hybrid
Meeting February 15

Limited time remains to register for the next meeting of WCMA's
Health & Safety Group this Thursday, February 15 from 11:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. (CT). Network with peers and colleagues, and dive
into informative presentations from leading safety experts.

RSVP NOW

This meeting will focus on ergonomics best practices for dairy processing personnel and
warehouse safety protocols - an especially important topic, given the launch of the
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) National Emphasis
Program. Attendees will also hear the latest updates from OSHA on its Regional Emphasis
Program for Food Processors.

This hybrid meeting is open to all WCMA member employees. RSVP today to join us in-
person at WCMA's offices in Madison, Wisconsin or online via Zoom. Registration for all
attendees costs just $35.

Stay Competitive with Industry Insights from
WCMA Wage & Workforce Survey

Participate now through Friday, March 1 in

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/member-directory/mayekawa-usa-inc
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/member-directory/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oi0a-Y0MMLxdWCaeLlwfxNDfbRlqH3I8e-khQ9v2hzIdg5k5jxmKzy8n6ZrqqvYKV35VB4zamMCSfuphyINNkVWa-MYhm0s9OxC61NDrCJ6O4Aj3vUiE8atRmKVNibdF-VE7JKIxU3BnBMAZzGStUBPcmzyfVWcujDdjce5BYlMDbV9nL7IUdMSE3w1gbYwQCNtFaC2Jb_e0Pc0wxrySx1xmTUwJ5FGIYcHN1qPFQZWn-EZkrXnULA==&c=-lRTPS4L9uxUZejFscSP68Uj3VkhMWWcxgcvfCQjyDtSc5_65DxUAg==&ch=OLPMd8h3YnU9HqDxLQktNiczxvExg4QPKb_pXvORksJIc1T-sglfXA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oi0a-Y0MMLxdWCaeLlwfxNDfbRlqH3I8e-khQ9v2hzIdg5k5jxmKzy8n6ZrqqvYKV35VB4zamMCSfuphyINNkVWa-MYhm0s9OxC61NDrCJ6O4Aj3vUiE8atRmKVNibdF-VE7JKIxU3BnBMAZzGStUBPcmzyfVWcujDdjce5BYlMDbV9nL7IUdMSE3w1gbYwQCNtFaC2Jb_e0Pc0wxrySx1xmTUwJ5FGIYcHN1qPFQZWn-EZkrXnULA==&c=-lRTPS4L9uxUZejFscSP68Uj3VkhMWWcxgcvfCQjyDtSc5_65DxUAg==&ch=OLPMd8h3YnU9HqDxLQktNiczxvExg4QPKb_pXvORksJIc1T-sglfXA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oi0a-Y0MMLxdWCaeLlwfxNDfbRlqH3I8e-khQ9v2hzIdg5k5jxmKzy8n6ZrqqvYKV35VB4zamMCSfuphyINNkVWa-MYhm0s9OxC61NDrCJ6O4Aj3vUiE8atRmKVNibdF-VE7JKIxU3BnBMAZzGStUBPcmzyfVWcujDdjce5BYlMDbV9nL7IUdMSE3w1gbYwQCNtFaC2Jb_e0Pc0wxrySx1xmTUwJ5FGIYcHN1qPFQZWn-EZkrXnULA==&c=-lRTPS4L9uxUZejFscSP68Uj3VkhMWWcxgcvfCQjyDtSc5_65DxUAg==&ch=OLPMd8h3YnU9HqDxLQktNiczxvExg4QPKb_pXvORksJIc1T-sglfXA==


COMPLETE
SURVEY

the 2024 WCMA Wage & Workforce Survey to
gain insight on the latest industry trends in
wages, benefits, and training. This free, annual
online survey helps WCMA compile critical data
employers need to successfully attract and
retain top talent in an increasingly competitive
labor market. Thanks to member feedback, this
year's survey features additional careers
including EHS positions, comptroller, and supply
chain analyst.

Members are encouraged to review the
questions before beginning the survey, as
responses may not be saved if the online form is
closed while in progress.

All responses will remain confidential and anonymous. Survey respondents will receive a
summary report from WCMA later in March containing blinded and aggregated data.
Some broad, topline data (such as overall industry wage growth year-to-year) may also be
used in industry advocacy efforts.

Have questions? Please contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs & Policy
Rebekah Sweeney.

Reach New Potential Team Members with
Free Online WCMA Jobs Board

Visit WisCheeseMakers.org today to share your
career openings on WCMA's online jobs board,
available to members only - for free! Members can
post up to 10 job openings per month. Each posting
is published within two business days and remains
live on our website for 30 days after submission.
 
This week, the Jobs Board features opportunities
from members Agropur, Bassett Mechanical, Cedar
Grove Cheese, Dairyfood USA, Foremost Farms
USA, Masters Gallery Foods, Nelson-Jameson,
Sabrosura Foods, and Wapsie Valley Creamery.

Have questions or need assistance? Please contact
WCMA Business Coordinator Carah Maier.

SUBMIT
OPENINGS

EDUCATION
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JWYZLDM
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NAmEaPH5MN_UZYV9cXFp198Ldx2xrpVPjOll-qmLiUQnP5bowSjPjVxlpTfK0TnkIhcnBTYQU2JQeCOV7sRIqrZdr97UYk4aOB_KehWdizHw_c8DkzdfZYHiFe1itCpZ5tWY-Ygn7kjdcCQNcmVXpq-18B6Qq6pyrvrlFNEIKtQXM-PWEFTfndkEzcJ3cfoj61SA6fn7K6K1H33ylVJIc7PpmwCqzGivFGHj1nn_k-3KrFKLCAqVOA==&c=UTfTtaD7U36jBseAw8OkqlyVS68-xfCCWFqXSds-eMsCb0aOSNDEtA==&ch=czNKVyjsDXvDrMfnViYsjmFfg2nCacnZ1f28JjefPfzER7iuyGUphg==
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014OOqHSVLnrlcQEknCHOllHTn0tqFVKKguROg0gJ0m8vD91Rv0bMe4L2HujGea1CBA3Zce1h64lXvqpKn4X4yzXlOJImzcx9GL6Cnj8dq5Qc-sfpwO_bmKQJMeuNyC0qheKuAbKfyfvWQ84zkukSnO3askR9EMdULaOeKzbCOIlDO4wWmmc6mXNwMHqxRUsE2NxhAUTc-iHc=&c=uRCp0r2CBFaya0OtD7cBq-5o0dg3IbQJlpLicRwGlyh-TbGtyXuD8A==&ch=TDpd-vn0kTraAMwr3gFZMa7t8SWZQSCb8ZyqffPDWIYiHo4PXFNW6w==
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/career-opportunities
mailto:cmaier@wischeesemakers.org
https://gatherton.wufoo.com/forms/wcma-jobs-board/


Gain, Refresh Safety & Leadership Skills with
WCMA Spring Educational Offerings

Join the ranks of over 1,000 WCMA member employees who have sharpened their
leadership skills and expanded their networks through WCMA's popular Front-Line
Leadership Trainings.

The course is offered in a la carte in three parts that can be taken in any order. Part A
covers essential leadership skills, while Part B offers strategies to boost staff performance.
Part C helps participants learn to cultivate high-performing, positive teams. Limited space
remains available in our all-virtual classes in February and April:

February 26: Part B - Boosting Staff Performance
February 29: Part B - Boosting Staff Performance
April 2: Part C - Cultivating a Team  - Just two seats remaining!
April 3: Part C - Cultivating a Team

These classes will be offered again in fall 2024. Have questions? Please contact WCMA
Membership Director Sara Schmidt.

Additional Industry Educational Opportunities
WCMA is pleased to share opportunities for industry training and enrichment. Here's a
look at upcoming offerings from WCMA partners:

February 12-April 22: Certificate in Dairy Processing - Center for Dairy Research
February 22-23: Short Course - Pasteurization  - UW-River Falls
March 4-8: Short Course - Cheesemaking  - UW-River Falls
March 19-21: Cheese Grading & Evaluation  - Center for Dairy Research
March 22: Cheese Judging - Center for Dairy Research
April 3-4: Cheesemaking Fundamentals - Center for Dairy Research
May 7-9: Advanced Cheesemaking: American Varieties - Center for Dairy
Research
On-Demand:

Introduction to Food Safety Principles (English and Spanish) - Cornell
University
Online Dairy Science and Sanitation (English and Spanish)  - Cornell
University
Artisan Dairy Food Safety Coaching - Cornell University
Online HACCP Training - North Carolina State University
Environmental Monitoring in the Dairy Industry - North Carolina State
University
Preventive Controls for Dairy Processors  - North Carolina State

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/trainings
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-front-line-leadership-training-part-b-february-26-virtual
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-front-line-leadership-training-part-b-february-29-virtual
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-front-line-leadership-training-part-c-april-2-virtual
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-front-line-leadership-training-part-c-april-3-virtual
mailto:sschmidt@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/new-certificate-in-dairy-processing
https://commerce.cashnet.com/uwrf_FCR
https://commerce.cashnet.com/uwrf_FCR
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/new-cheese-grading
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/new-cheese-judging
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/cheesemaking-fundamentals
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/american-style
https://cals.cornell.edu/introduction-food-safety-principles-spanish-and-english
https://cals.cornell.edu/dairy-science-and-sanitation-registration
https://cals.cornell.edu/education/degrees-programs/artisan-dairy-food-safety-coaching
https://reporter.ncsu.edu/link/instanceview?courseID=CALS-FS-ONL-HACP&deptName=CALS&instanceID=000004
https://ifpti.yourlrp.org/#/curricula/933c549e-da5f-4788-854a-39c95ce5863b
https://units.cals.ncsu.edu/foodsafety/preventive-controls-for-dairy-processors/


University
Food Safety Basics For Artisan Cheesemakers - North Carolina State
University 
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