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INDUSTRY UPDATES

USDA Awards WCMA and CDR $6 Million to Continue
Dairy Business Innovation Alliance

U.S. Department of Agriculture officials announced late last
week the agency is awarding the Center for Dairy
Research and WCMA $6.13 million to support the work
of the Dairy Business Innovation Alliance (DBIA),
serving Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota and
Wisconsin. DBIA offers industry education, technical
support and direct-to-business grants.

In the next funding period, running through 2023, DBIA will provide market research, product
development, training workshops, and consultative services to industry, and it will distribute over $3.4
million in grants to dairy farm and processing businesses, in increments of $5,000-$250,000.

Current and future announcements regarding DBIA trainings and grants are available now online.

WCMA worked closely with U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin) as she shepherded the
Dairy Business Innovation Initiative through passage in the 2018 Farm Bill and helped secure its
funding. Congressmen Glenn Grothman (R-WI6), Ron Kind (D-WI3), Mark Pocan (D-WI2), Bryan Steil
(R-WI1), and state department of agriculture officials have also provided impactful support.

Wisconsin Survey Provides Dairy Farming Insight
The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection has published the results
of its annual dairy producer survey, distributed just before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Key findings include:

Nearly 10 percent of respondents felt the need to access mental health services in the past
year due to farming challenges.
83 percent of respondents said they believe their operation will still be farming in five years.

IN THE NEWS

Wisconsin:
La Crosse Tribune: Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural Prosperity to hold first
of three listening sessions beginning August 31
Dairy Foods Magazine: Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery focuses on its community

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/center-for-dairy-research-and-wcma-awarded-6-million-for-dairy-business-innovation-initiative
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/dairy-business-innovation-alliance
https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/DairySurvey2020.pdf
https://lacrossetribune.com/community/vernonbroadcaster/news/governor-s-blue-ribbon-commission-on-rural-prosperity-to-hold-first-of-three-listening-sessions/article_b0881555-d22a-5222-96bd-775250138141.html
https://www.dairyfoods.com/articles/94525-ellsworth-cooperative-creamery-focuses-on-its-community
https://www.zoomgov.com/rec/play/uJJ4fu2u-j43TNOc4gSDAaMrW47pJ6qs1iMZ8_sImUu3WiYLMVekN7JHa-rtDBBv9bcQq-0ujNxGk5FT?continueMode=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNTr6lGmoig


(Featuring WCMA member Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery)
Isthmus: A beautiful board (Featuring WCMA members Hook's Cheese Company and
Marieke Gouda)

National/International:
Bloomberg: Stressed-out cows may cut California dairies’ milk output by 10 percent
AGDAILY: Congress urges enforcement of USMCA dairy provisions
CNN: Australia kills sale of a dairy business to China as trade tensions rise
CNBC: U.S. and China to hold trade talks in the coming days, Chinese commerce
ministry says
Deli Market News: Savencia Cheese USA launches CheeseLoverShop.com  (Featuring
WCMA member Savencia Cheese USA)
DairyBusiness: Paul Snyder from Tillamook Co-op discusses stewardship

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION & RESOURCES

Trump Announces $1 Billion Boost for USDA Farmers
to Families Food Box Program

During a visit to a North Carolina food packing plant yesterday, President Donald Trump announced
his administration will direct another $1 billion to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA)
Farmers to Families Food Box program and extend delivery dates beyond October 31. This additional
funding will bring total program support to $4 billion.

USDA officials report 70 million food boxes - including dairy, meat, produce, and combination boxes -
have been delivered to food-insecure Americans in the first two rounds of the program. USDA is still
accepting bids for round three contracts , with deliveries beginning September 1.

More information the program's third round - and key changes to the initial solicitation - are
available in the video linked below. Have more questions? Please contact your WCMA staff.

CFAP Aid Now Tops $9.2 Billion

https://isthmus.com/food-drink/cheeseboards-and-their-creators/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-24/stressed-out-cows-means-less-milk-from-california-dairies?srnd=markets-vp
https://www.agdaily.com/news/enforcement-usmca-dairy-provisions-key/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/25/business/lion-dairy-australia-china-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/20/us-and-china-to-hold-trade-talks-in-the-coming-days.html
https://www.delimarketnews.com/culture/savencia-cheese-usa-launches-cheeselovershopcom-one-stop-shop-premium-cheeses-Mikhail-Chapnik/lilian-diep/fri-08212020-0844/10260
https://www.dairybusiness.com/paul-snyder-of-tillamook-co-op-discusses-stewardship/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-food/trump-says-he-will-add-1-billion-to-food-for-families-program-idUSKBN25K2DT
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box
https://www.zoomgov.com/rec/play/uJJ4fu2u-j43TNOc4gSDAaMrW47pJ6qs1iMZ8_sImUu3WiYLMVekN7JHa-rtDBBv9bcQq-0ujNxGk5FT?continueMode=true
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/FFFBRound3AmendmentWebinar.pdf
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) officials are reporting Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) payments now total $9.2 billion, with dairy farmers receiving $1.7 billion in relief.
The deadline to apply is Friday, September 11.

Hunger Task Force Partners with Wisconsin State Fair
and Wells Fargo to Support Dairy Recovery Program

Hunger Task Force officials are partnering with the Wisconsin State Fair and Wells Fargo  to
encourage donations to the Wisconsin Dairy Recovery Program , offering two tickets to the 2021
fair for every donation of at least $10 now through Friday, September 4.

Since March, the Wisconsin Dairy Recovery Program has purchased and distributed over 1.1 million
gallons of milk, 378,000 pounds of cheese and 77,000 pounds of yogurt to food-insecure households.

Coronavirus Headline News
Dairy Industry:

Syracuse.com: How Syracuse researchers are using cows to fight coronavirus

Wisconsin
WMTV-TV: Wisconsin reports fewest new COVID-19 cases since June
WISC-TV: Wisconsin sees small increase in new COVID-19 cases as state approaches
one month since mask mandate
Green Bay Press Gazette: New milestone approaches as county remains COVID-19 hot
spot
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: State lacks ideal coronavirus testing capacity for reopening
of college campuses, schools, top health official says
Beloit Daily News: Unemployment benefit filings remain high in Wisconsin
WITI-TV: With Chicago's Wisconsin travel advisory lifted, some resume travel plans: 'It's
a little better'

National/International:
UPI: U.S. reports fewer than 40K new COVID-19 cases for second day
BBC: Fauci warns against rushing out vaccine
USA Today: 'We shouldn't have to beg': Americans struggle without unemployment aid
as Congress stalls on extending benefits
Associated Press: As virus rages, working parents face tough choices
Washington Post: Genetic data show how a single superspreading event sent
coronavirus across Massachusetts — and the nation

Other Coronavirus Resources
WCMA will continue to provide links to both new and essential coronavirus resources for members in
bulletins. We have also created a page on WisCheeseMakers.org with links to materials detailing
employee safety best practices, operations guidance, federal and state support programs, and state
orders impacting the dairy industry.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact WCMA staff. We are always here for you.

Key Contacts:
WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer: jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org or 608-225-
7130
WCMA Communications, Education, and Policy Director Rebekah Sweeney:
rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org or 608-386-3012

https://www.farmers.gov/cfap/data
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/082420htf.pdf
https://www.hungertaskforce.org/dairywsf/
https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2020/08/how-syracuse-researchers-are-using-cows-to-fight-coronavirus.html
https://www.nbc15.com/2020/08/24/wisconsin-reports-fewest-new-covid-19-cases-since-june/
https://www.channel3000.com/wisconsin-sees-small-increase-in-new-covid-19-cases-as-state-approaches-1-month-since-mask-mandate/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/local/oconto-county/2020/08/24/new-milestone-approaches-oconto-county-remains-covid-19-hot-spot/5625931002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2020/08/21/coronavirus-testing-capacity-short-ideal-opening-schools/3411596001/
https://www.beloitdailynews.com/news/local-news/unemployment-benefit-filings-remain-high-in-wisconsin/article_a04d689e-8822-5d0a-ab1e-4a46bd784410.html
https://www.fox6now.com/news/with-chicagos-wisconsin-travel-advisory-lifted-some-resume-travel-plans-its-a-little-better
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2020/08/25/US-reports-fewer-than-40K-new-COVID-19-cases-for-2nd-day/4801598349617/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53899908
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/08/25/unemployment-benefits-americans-struggle-with-delayed-300-unemployment-coronavirus-stimulus/3411294001/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/wisconsin/articles/2020-08-24/as-virus-rages-working-parents-face-tough-choices
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/08/25/boston-coronavirus-superspreading-event/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ramfdZZRiYw0MaM8L7jnLOba00NGTpYRA-prlPNrK8WpFzvP5iEBNOt8y8HWh4bTSc0S11K0Ha70wL-thqaaT8T4A8lHw4MDUcGR7ig5fNKYm6ip_C2GrNuc--MksgeCkeYMLdFcVqP-hoA6WYdJDrULcotkNn86GTAyoFwmiFKAfqR1Hmqm2Q==&c=pbwdAqVaXnSlrfq_eKpL6kHhLx28r7WK2ArI35oDfb_-VDbEvdTFSw==&ch=hk_MArkWvDT266TZJYQsxMj2Wa3evlPyhGouyN97U3mxWMthXJZQlg==
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


EDUCATION

WCMA Leadership Courses Go Virtual; Register Now!
WCMA leadership trainings are going virtual this fall/winter! Register your valued employees now to
"level up" through our engaging, impactful line of online classes, including Front-Line Leadership,
Next Step Leadership - focused this year on diversity and inclusion strategies, and Advanced
Leadership.

We're pleased to announce all classes will continue to be led by Cyndi Wentland of Intentionaleaders,
with courses tailored to a virtual format, with small-group breakout "rooms" and enhanced networking
opportunities.

Space is limited; register today!

Beginning September 22: Three-Part Advanced Leadership Series
September 24: Front-Line Leadership Training: Essential Skills SOLD OUT!
October 6: Next Step Leadership: Diversity and Inclusion Strategies SIX SPOTS REMAIN
October 15: Front-Line Leadership Training: Positively Impacting Performance  ONE
SPOT REMAINS
November 4: Front-Line Leadership Training: Cultivating a Team SOLD OUT!
November 5: Front-Line Leadership Training: Cultivating a Team  SIX SPOTS REMAIN

This week, we're shining a spotlight on WCMA's Advanced Leadership course, perfect for mid-level
managers and those transitioning into such roles. Delivered via three workshops, the course focuses
on the following topics:

Taking Initiative and Driving Positive Change | September 22, 2020
Creative and Collaborative Problem Solving | November 11, 2020
Resolving Work Place Conflict | January 6, 2021

The series features guest speakers from
industry, talking about their leadership successes
and challenges, and requires participants to
complete projects that implement their new
knowledge.

Past participants give the course a cumulative
rating of 9.6/10 - and you can learn what they
have to say in this video, featuring valued staff
from WCMA members Associated Milk

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-advanced-leadership-series
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/new-next-step-leadership
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/front-line-supervisor-training-part-c---madison-copy--copy-copy
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-front-line-leadership-training-part-c---madison
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-advanced-leadership-series
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNTr6lGmoig


Producers, Inc., Emmi Roth USA, Pine River
Dairy, and Schuman Cheese - Lake Country
Dairy.

REGISTER NOW

Register for Other Industry Training Opportunities
WCMA is proud to promote opportunities for training and enrichment hosted by our partners in
industry. Consider registering to participate in these upcoming events:

September 2: Food Defense Refresher | M3 Insurance
September 3: Food Safety Workshop (HACCP) Online | Center for Dairy Research
September 9-10: Buttermakers Short Course Online | Center for Dairy Research
September 10-11: Pasteurization Short Course | UW-River Falls
September 17: Cheesemaking 101 | Center for Dairy Research
September 28: Cheesemaker's Short Course | UW-River Falls
October 1: Cheesemaking 101 | Center for Dairy Research
October 27-29: Dairy Protein Beverage Applications Online Course | Center for Dairy
Research

WORKFORCE

Submit Openings, Consider New Opportunities on
WCMA Jobs Board

WCMA's industry-specific online jobs board is
currently featuring career opportunities at WCMA
member companies Agropur, Chr. Hansen,
International Ingredient Corporation, and
Lactalis. Check out what's posted right now!

All WCMA members, including manufacturers,
processors, marketers, and suppliers, are invited
to submit job openings at any time. It's free and
easy. Have questions? WCMA staff can help.

Register Now for Wisconsin's "Drive Thru" Job Fairs
WCMA members in Wisconsin's Dane, Columbia, and Jefferson Counties are invited to join in "Drive
Thru" Job Fairs set for Thursday, September 17, hosted by the Workforce Development Board of
South Central Wisconsin. A complete list of upcoming job fairs in Wisconsin is available online.

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/trainings
https://www.m3ins.com/blog/food-defense-refresher-protect-your-product-the-public-and-your-brand/
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/shortcourses
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/shortcourses
https://marketplace.uwrf.edu/collections/dairy-processing-workshops/products/pasteurization-short-course-september-2020
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/shortcourses/cheese_101
https://marketplace.uwrf.edu/collections/dairy-processing-workshops/products/cheesemakers-short-course-september-october-2020
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/shortcourses/cheese_101_oct
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/shortcourses
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wa_A4EwrlR2FGb6gGKuhbU9XTsFkXxsopeenyVKoHQ_T9-83j4Qrn9souqH32l7mXJJUKoUcVyyBDCAw-SPtY6C6TOvWCfNLN6kZMnC_29zVvT-s0WJXXXayL46-HMFscvy6MzdhTemZPKwbXRzKnVHISx_1VXurJugzyh--6q6j4_azW5DWACr5ClueA45e7wyvodeWJ3M=&c=i0Cab9iqdMGP2I333T49Mc7RFSMPAJYuVhBXTuvH-MKJUjZsIFrPMg==&ch=G_-TizXRpnflq7gytSJx3LreE1zBgf3uqXPVa9v5yyjLCRO66mq3aQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wa_A4EwrlR2FGb6gGKuhbU9XTsFkXxsopeenyVKoHQ_T9-83j4Qrn9souqH32l7mXJJUKoUcVyyBDCAw-SPtY6C6TOvWCfNLN6kZMnC_29zVvT-s0WJXXXayL46-HMFscvy6MzdhTemZPKwbXRzKnVHISx_1VXurJugzyh--6q6j4_azW5DWACr5ClueA45e7wyvodeWJ3M=&c=i0Cab9iqdMGP2I333T49Mc7RFSMPAJYuVhBXTuvH-MKJUjZsIFrPMg==&ch=G_-TizXRpnflq7gytSJx3LreE1zBgf3uqXPVa9v5yyjLCRO66mq3aQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wa_A4EwrlR2FGb6gGKuhbU9XTsFkXxsopeenyVKoHQ_T9-83j4QrnziensJs_X65i7lhIbJ0NbATd7CPpzkPmf2R9FuC3lrcT-B9HVCLiiWG0BnOzLaPJ2rrFsDZ06yaKqnPvgnBGqi_BxnBMXTzQ-qVGkONSG0RhQRbgBdp8eWUcSoCgdriR2iSl8a06G5wWPAuZg66aBauJ51_ptJ3fhjHttaQS8WZPCId84_RzhWPSistR93STSATyMpeyfiGuDIuDjwi_9wt-NfHPt2U_w==&c=i0Cab9iqdMGP2I333T49Mc7RFSMPAJYuVhBXTuvH-MKJUjZsIFrPMg==&ch=G_-TizXRpnflq7gytSJx3LreE1zBgf3uqXPVa9v5yyjLCRO66mq3aQ==
mailto:eherman@wischeesemakers.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/88bbb3e7-5847-4c6f-9232-7919ed7abcdf.pdf
http://wisconsinjobcenter.org/events/


MEMBERSHIP

Reminder: WCMA Award Nominations Due Today
WCMA members are invited to nominate industry
leaders to be considered for formal recognition by
WCMA in 2021 for their outstanding contributions to
the dairy processing industry. Submit nominations by
close of business today for the following awards:

WCMA Cheese Industry Champion Award
WCMA Distinguished Service Award
WCMA Vanguard Award
WCMA Babcock Award

All nominations will be considered by the members of the WCMA Recognition Committee in
September with final determinations made by the WCMA Board of Directors in December. Awards will
be presented at CheeseExpo 2021, set for April 6-8 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Questions? Contact WCMA Events Manager Caitlin Peirick .

Sign Up Colleagues for WCMA E-Newsletters
Thanks for subscribing to WCMA's weekly electronic communications! Please note, WCMA extends
this benefit to all member employees. Let us know if we should add your colleagues to our mailing
list, or if you'd like to share feedback on this or other communications products.

WisCheeseMakers.org
     

https://wischeesemakers.wufoo.com/forms/ztiymsx0dgclp3/
https://wischeesemakers.wufoo.com/forms/zgsmu3514had04/
https://wischeesemakers.wufoo.com/forms/z1kipbe9006pvx8/
https://wischeesemakers.wufoo.com/forms/z28rl7s0jwo2dc/
mailto:cpeirick@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:sschmidt@wischeesemakers.org
http://www.wischeesemakers.org
https://www.facebook.com/worldchampionshipcheesecontest/
https://twitter.com/WICheeseMakers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-cheese-makers-association/?viewAsMember=true

