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On Wednesday, June 5, the Wisconsin State Senate
unanimously approved Senate Bill 219, legislation
championed by WCMA which expands capital access
for rural businesses, including cheese manufacturers
and processors.

WCMA thanks Senator Howard Marklein (R-Spring
Green) for authoring the legislation and shepherding it
through committee to the floor, as well as co-authors
Senator Janet Bewley (D-Mason), Representative Gary
Tauchen (R-Bonduel), and Representative Don Vruwink
(D-Milton).

Senate Bill 219 would launch a pilot program at the Wisconsin Housing and Economic
Development Authority (WHEDA). Using existing funds available through the Agribusiness
Guarantee Program, $3 million in loan guarantee authority would support rural development
projects, including brick-and-mortar investments, equipment and machinery, marketing and
working capital.

As pictured above, WCMA staff and Paul Scharfman, a WCMA Board Member and President of
Specialty Cheese Company of Reeseuville, Wisconsin, testified in favor of SB 219 in the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Revenue, and Financial Institutions last week.

Trump Announces New Tariffs
on Products from Mexico, China

Last week, President Donald Trump announced that,
beginning June 10, he will impose a five percent tariff
on Mexican goods, increasing by five percent each
month to a maximum of 25 percent, unless he

said, "Mexico substantially stops the illegal inflow of


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg8bGuK25lvytGPN2rEt7hytL9GJ_hTzZFcWz_WrnOY3q0dG8iLXUQLIE40FRbyQoTdbkck1uMs-tLSMBPbgdh1W-L9p93rdYiiEwEIeU-PEucTxrdVr2YOxMDKae_6t0eLou0KCfvrGjHEESDtD8eEx_boRwuuu13MsUZs9oLjpPIchQYUCkNqpg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg88cJ8x-brS9XgcUBo33xrXcUV19JGmCxFzvb2AR5zwBMBvEkj7LmIraLxLBkg8AXDqaYeNhjRyuVIDomCYe-O_GHlX3iOeVlUm2TozBPGPV2TFuVmuJp0jEdo4ZxF7KMAah8x1gq41pqvViGjRDxgFHAEAEdtCGSZ85Q1-U0a-yn8aRkp3Gqy_nEQEjbe2HThtXXqfGh2-jcediXDh3YR9qw69PO1NegQcerj4d62x8M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4nDyNO1uZDDm49T9w5O8psmuKOIBryr9KsD0KyKD6uZ1EdT6fE3gJC_3_cd_usszB4luqxymHlryteWewuNlkFLYiMejMQ4Em6C7C_nPRgSwvWH1y-39BMQx-J87bDrKTQ==&c=&ch=

aliens coming through its territory."

Lawmakers on both sides of the political aisle have
warned this action could jeopardize passage of the
United States-Mexico-Canada trade agreement,
hurting the nation's economy.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, President Trump also
threatened China with possible tariffs on "at least”
another $300 billion worth of goods, escalating
tensions as negotiations between the two countries
continue.

For more on these developments, click on the news articles linked below.

e New York Times: Which states will be hit hardest by Trump's tariffs on Mexico
o Newsweek: Republicans warn Trump: Mexican tariffs will 'seriously jeopardize' passage of
USMCA
e Fox Business: Trump threatens China with tariffs on another $300B of goods
CNN: Trump still threatening tariffs on Mexico -- and more on China
USA Today: Low prices, floods and trade wars plague American farmers, putting their
sunvival at risk (Features dairy focus)
e HuffPost: Food banks are winning in Trump's trade war with China (Features dairy focus)
e Portland Tribune: Trade with China key to Oregon economy (Features dairy focus)

Public Forum to Discuss U.S.-China Trade Relations'
Impact on Agriculture in Wisconsin

WCMA members are invited to join in a free public forum focused on U.S.-China trade
relations and its impact on Wisconsin agriculture, co-hosted by the Wisconsin Institute for
Public Policy and Service and the University of Wisconsin-Madison's Center for East
Asian Studies. The event is set for Tuesday, June 18 in Wausau, Wisconsin. Click here
for more information.
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e NBC 5 (Chicago): Retailers remove Fairlife products after undercover video showing animal

abuse at Fair Oaks Farms

KRTV (Montana): Proposed dairy processing facility secures $2.3 million bridge loan

Bloomberg: Dairy industry aid should reflect $2 billion in losses, CEO says

Brownfield Ag News: Wisconsin's Governor tours dairy and discusses water quality

Milwauk ee Journal Sentinel: It ain't fun anymore": Auctioneers are busy selling off dying

Wisconsin dairy farms

Wisconsin State Farmer: Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin wins marketing gold

The Cap Times: Mark Pocan on progressivism, impeachment and Wisconsin cheese

Wisconsin Rapids Tribune: Bratwurst, cheese curds, frozen custard top our Wisconsin

food poll

e The Growler: Willi Lehner forges world-class wheels on his self-sufficient Wisconsin
farmstead (Featuring Cedar Grove Cheese, Henning's Cheese, and Uplands Cheese)
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg84JONjCggqmbf60CY_oI5sakUOJkGTi9hIhtU50R3wkbCshLvZhHUH_Y5uEmFsBzoZuv_bm93uO8t6l6jF29Yej5kG0EVRo_YmXZI6ho2q8qJC6lennwWseGZW6R_Guc0bJ1EejO5-8FJ3a1KjPjrJqpmcb1f12YdMQl_VNTEnrSNh9lt4y6Xno-ZJYM4f0w0kCb6uvdtdE1398TdU_skuMjNi15U1ymY0JoHTNyszzsQ_XUu4ml8GdLKB3J8G7ON&c=&ch=

e Madison Magazine: The Cider Farm brings organic, European-style ciders to
Madison (Featuring Hook's Cheese, Landmark Creamery, and Uplands Cheese)

e The Courier: 'Stress Free Cooking' episodes feature Crave Brothers Cheese on We Cook
TV (featuring Crave Brothers Farmstead Cheese)

e Mashable: Watch these brave humans risk everything to chase cheese down a hill

WCMA Notes: Record Unemployment
Doesn't Mean Industry Must Go Without
Workers

The national unemployment rate dropped in April
2019 to 3.6 percent, the lowest level in 50 years. In
Wisconsin, the rate is a new all-time record low of
2.8 percent. While we might cheer those numbers as
an economic success, they are also cause for
employers' concern.

In the June edition of WCMA Notes,

Communications, Education, and Policy Director

Rebekah Sweeney examines the tightening labor market and points to legislative and
employer-driven strategies to address the challenge. Read more here.

WCMA Member Trainings
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Registration Now Open for 2019-20 Offerings of WCMA
Front-Line Supervisor Training and Learning to Lead

WCMA recognizes the importance of employee training programs for workforce development and
retention. Each year, our Association offers more educational opportunities than ever before, and
we invite you to participate. This week, we've opened registration for 2019-20 offerings, and we
encourage you to watch the video linked above or click here to learn more about all of the

programs.

Highly recommended by past participants, click these
links to register for WCMA Front-Line Supervisor
Training:

Front-Line Supenvisor Part A - Madison | Oct. 22
Front-Line Supenisor Part A - Eau Claire | Mar. 31
Front-Line Supenvisor Part B - Madison | Nov. 12



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg8eAKQs7Yh-HvI8aw4whIi3-BKS-l49o-cka8YPhCn2M5tcYRcdenhadJ_yGpNVPhStkF31pVYdRzeUEyDJvtM5CQVXrDT43icJh6DUHWbIykoQJiEBstKIOVIrQb779gsVUtKJGkxufwoZ2qVcVFDx2i_UqndSwkyMRAC4atxCjym2StccBfiIxjcP0cHWANB4qTBG1FQsFBNJNqQPDqWnMW3km0Ya64PLs4mwWoNMyGbl7EtKpy_-PQmRNUDURyDp_Hju0euZnY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg8WzjW3M7tdldYbtvqvt2l92wUsFXAYtoJJal8UVBtXAPYPc0GqLEzjOcMjYQF9CjsPVxlOXlyrDpn9zRVc5TSEsvzsojdIuXj93Z7ioDIMOnKGJ2mxYYQTUrClu5Qe6eSWe3yTYQCmIVEG86eDFdHfkTvK7K86jqHBJYBgMvxrPXjmXGAl0jbfy0XNbAAk1tCa2LVrj3YWL1pp-KLLdROZolzJMVW-CvY8-xyNnM1jqRsGt8eBcjj3w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg8UDTFZimF75vg9mhYqjOV7_MMGOLnjFUydDqvuvGkCaIBzrpy0pg3xTzjnVNurGtRYUIbVjg-vQ5tVvoOORKIhAx7i_nOQSBPJqq5Egp-tns4IRQftEMtOhpkNTW7jw_iMHyYtEZWbIeyUBKevCSbGXyuecccvcny&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4tWIHJ6tBHg8KKHf182UfNzKYCA8L_ZH7GNbReuBnbmUu2DX_Qjk2c3g5hjXEZse4Ge_zAc4bupGrIXi6q9lo4afSIwNvlWP0jhtSC-C9JPdsTb_kh488IN_B3M2XxA0dvP2888DRa4bdF8rImtddttcOOj9IlsJWaRJYVu7BX22XrIwHgGcGIXRSnk55jFZ3bsVEBTyewtoeKYhek6F_QZeQMBVglRv9NY-T9ihBjFUXNETmgwkMms=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4oszj-NgEOMm1_RHoZMEpESdmAoh-Pc4RQbUrOz70m2wAvPj9YRPiq93oVYNgS6OzenUKk0NMZWa1iIwWMTU-Z-WRGne0_jC6Wk0hwhhMUGmh44irhJNg16v6R0pzJWLxCReIHTiktZSFv2P2c5IsCA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4lVq7dyCURfY9zoStHBTTYMojDbxr9ExQNLZoVKCE9f8Kz_E4021_ASUkfvw21ciqqVa9aX6sD0rkcf-utUm-r-cIr7JPhud6yfx3Db-FVRsrjPM_bgtG9GKxhUU-31U2WMNX-Sf3YSNo9-rp-MpvbV-DvUPGq1roXFNoVyuPKhgGmSL6VXnwFkJuzaeNexq9A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4lVq7dyCURfYA9II5B3T0ZbOl-QjnbP7iu44DF0DIBAjh4Ujgzwj6HIneSGhPBbSIUj-WuTAEnOxsS7hmoZLLukWK1CjHCCvkIqtKaSgvdb4MT5NvPns4LIYJ_Il11gRG7Cs7GO2H0wNr3tn96_7mFkTkROdazz77JsE1RyNaCOoMpwKo7mH1Z-W5pY5CqYvXUnKQSHNfD6F8sXxNiNdvqY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JyVA4jiHNwuky8eIooeEY0QDmlxGAGUfBu9jOwkFQzHmIxxUOMyg4lVq7dyCURfYnQuRJfVtMXmxcvNWwbsWLNvkXarlcki7hT3c9qWlk4mmMtQol4Z3AciSng3cCgPel_7xqE3j9dz8Ihge2hnMiWqPz5hDXfJHLbB6eUhAnQr0eTeLXYASHIIL_rEXL7U69m7p14XfkeiW7c20ccjxiMiF1cOS-YGb_7x-TEX1vSTyqmpYOZiWPEXULRBuyTw01RndFVkaTYw=&c=&ch=

Front-Line Supenvisor Part C - Madison | Mar. 17

WCMA also
offers a program
specifically
designed for mid-
level managers,
or employees
who are
transitioning to such positions. The Learning to
Lead series is offered in partnership with Madison
College, via three workshops:

e Critical Thinking and Decision Making | Sept. 17

o Effective Communications and the Building and
Leading of Teams | Nov. 5

e Effective Delegation, Talent Development, and
Situational Leadership | Jan. 14

Those enrolling in the program would participate in all

three sessions as a cohort; the cost for the entire series,

including materials, instruction, and meals, is $495 per participant. Enroliment is limited to 20
individuals. To register, click here.

Questions - or suggestions regarding new educational offerings - may be directed to WCMA
Communications, Education, and Policy Director Rebekah Sweeney.

WCMA Young Professionals to Tour Agropur Ingredients

Registration is now open for the WCMA Young Professionals' tour of Agropur Ingredients in La
Crosse, Wisconsin on Friday, June 28. Following the morning tour, the group will network over
lunch and - if desired - an afternoon of golf. This event is limited to 30 people, so sign up now!
Click here for more information and to register, and contact WCMA Events Manager Kirsten
Strohmenger with any questions.

#SayCheese With WCMA This
June

WCMA invites you to participate in our #SayCheese
social media campaign in celebration of June as
National Dairy Month.

Throughout the month, WCMA is sharing images and
stories of dairy processing employees, and direct
social media visitors to members' websites listing
current job opportunities. We've highlighted staff from
Cedar Grove Cheese, Masters Gallery Foods, and

Pagel's Ponderosa already, and we encourage you to \ if‘mg@ﬂ@w ’

watch for all the posts on our Facebook page.
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Want to participate? It's simple. You can update your profile picture now with our free Facebook
frame (shown abowe). Or, you can feature your employees! Just send WCMA Communications
Assistant Claudia Looze a photograph and the following information about your employee: name,
title, years of senice, and favorite part of the job. For an example, see the image below.

tsaycheese plbdNi

—
s

-~ Smile with the people who

—

Iy |
\~ Mmake your favorite food ‘ .":|| ! T A

©6 MAKING THE CHEESE AND LODKING AT THE
FINISHED PRODUCT 15 BY FAR MY FAVORITE ) —
PART. IT DOESN'T GET BETTER THAN USING i i

MILK FRESH FROM THE COWS TO HANDCRAFT Yon AN
A FINISHED WISCONSIN CHEESE! @@ pm
.y %

wscOS o

Work with Gary! pagelsponderosa.com @e;ww

Submit Participant Names Today

[ . ] Please submit names of all your participants in the WCMA Golf Outing
& Trap Shoot by close of business today. Download and complete the
form linked here to return it to WCMA Events Manager Kirsten
oSOLF Strohmenger.

& TRAP SHOOT

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, July 17!

In Brief...

The deadline to enter the Wisconsin State Fair Dairy Products Contest is Friday, June 7! For
complete rules, regulations, and requirements, click here.

*k*k

On Saturday, June 8, WCMA members are invited to the National Historic Cheesemaking Center
in Monroe, Wisconsin for a special day of activities, including a live demonstration of traditional
Swiss cheesemaking techniques. For more information, click here.

*kk

On Thursday, June 13, WCMA members are invited to join in the annual Wisconsin Specialty
Cheese Institute Golf Outing in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. For more information, click here.

*kk

WCMA members are invited to register now to attend the Wisconsin Association for Food
Protection Spring Food Safety Workshop, set for Wednesday, June 19 at the Holiday Inn
Madison West. For an agenda, meeting details, and registration information, click here.

*kk

WCMA membership renewals are due July 1. In the coming weeks, please watch your email and
postal mail for details, and contact WCMA Office & Member Senice Coordinator Sara Schmidt
with any questions. Thank you for your ongoing support.
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