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ADVOCACY

Pictured from left to right: Ryan Wucherer, Director of Global Sales, MCT Dairies; Chad Vincent,
CEO, Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin; and Jeff Schwager, CEO, Sartori Company

WCMA Members Participate in Inaugural Meeting
of Wisconsin Agricultural Export Council

Jeff Schwager, CEO of WCMA
member Sartori Company, and Ryan
Wucherer, Director of Global Sales for
WCMA member MCT Dairies,
represented Wisconsin's dairy
processing industry at the first meeting
of the Wisconsin Agricultural Export
Advisory Council last Wednesday.
Also serving on the Council as Vice
Chair is Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin
CEO Chad Vincent.

The panel will guide the activities of the Wisconsin Initiative for Agricultural Exports,
which aims to boost the state's agricultural exports - including dairy - by 25 percent over
the next five years. Initially proposed by Governor Tony Evers, the bipartisan initiative was
championed by State Senator Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan) and State Representative Tony
Kurtz (R-Wonewoc). WCMA staff and members led advocacy efforts for this proposal,

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/News_Media/DATCPWEDCHoldFirstWisconsinAgriculturalExportAdvisoryCouncilMeeting.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/AgDevelopment/WisconsinInitiativeForAgriculturalExports.aspx


contributing heavily to its success.

INDUSTRY UPDATES

OSHA Local Emphasis Program to Focus on
Wisconsin Food Processors

Wisconsin food manufacturers, including dairy processors and manufacturers, will be the
focus of randomized inspections under the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration's (OSHA) Local Emphasis Program (LEP), the agency recently
announced. The LEP aims to protect workers from machine and amputation hazards in
Wisconsin, where the injury rate for food production employees is 24 percent higher than
workers in other production facilities in the state.

Food processors and manufacturers should prepare for spot inspections, including of
second and third shift workers, and be able to document training of team members.
Training must be delivered in a language the worker understands.

WCMA member M3 Insurance is offering additional tips and resources online. Members
with questions may contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs & Policy Rebekah
Sweeney.

https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/region5/04212022
https://m3ins.com/wisconsin-food-manufacturers-osha-local-emphasis-program/
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


Connect with Buyers Worldwide with
International Trade Missions

Wisconsin-based dairy processors and manufacturers can sign up now to join the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (WDATCP) and
connect with international buyers around the world this summer and fall. Available
opportunities include:

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Trade Missions
July 18-21 in the Philippines
October 31-November 3 in Kenya
November 29-December 2 in Spain and Portugal
Establish relationships with potential customers, gather market intelligence, and boost
sales with USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service. These missions feature face-to-face
meetings and in-depth market briefings and tours from USDA and industry trade experts.

Wisconsin Pavilion at Fine Food Australia
September 5-8, 2022 in Melbourne, Australia
Showcase your products and build connections with foodservice, hospitality, and retail
professionals from around the world. This trade mission is funded in part by the
Wisconsin Initiative for Agricultural Exports.

Focused Trade Mission to Vietnam for Retail, Foodservice, & Ingredients
September 13-15, 2022 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Join Food Export Midwest for one-on-one meetings with qualified buyers, pre-event
custom product research, a retail store tour, translations, a tabletop showcase, and a
trade reception.

Have questions? Please contact WDATCP staff.

USDA Issues Solicitations for String, Cheddar,
and Pepper Jack Cheese

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is soliciting string cheese, cheddar slices,
and pepper jack to be used in federal food assistance programs. Bids are due tomorrow,
Wednesday, May 11 at 1:00 p.m. (CT). Please contact USDA staff with questions.

WCMA NOTES

The Unsettled Months Ahead

https://www.fas.usda.gov/topics/trade-missions
https://finefoodaustralia.com.au/
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/AgDevelopment/WisconsinInitiativeForAgriculturalExports.aspx
https://www.foodexport.org/our-programs/market-entry/focused-trade-missions/G22VFE
mailto:lisa.stout@wisconsin.gov
https://portal.wbscm.usda.gov/irj/servlet/prt/portal/prtroot/WBSCMPublicFiles.GetFolderFiles?root=/wbscmprocurement/AMS Dairy/2022/05-MAY/Bid Invitations (Solicitations)/12-3J14-22-B-0346
mailto:Jenny.Babiuch@usda.gov


"Dairy appears to be approaching several months of
marketplace uncertainty from a baseline of relatively
good sales and solid prospects overseas," writes
WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer in this
month's WCMA Notes. Though retail cheese sales
and international interest in U.S. cheese are solid,
the full impact of price increases and a challenging
labor market are yet to be seen.

Read the full column for perspectives from dairy
manufacturers and processors on how inflation, labor
shortages, and global demand are shaping their
mixed outlooks on the future.

MEMBERSHIP

Together We Grow: WCMA Celebrates Member
Employee Growth and Advancement

WCMA members know that growth involves more than product sales. A focus on the
potential, satisfaction, and development of team members helps build a foundation for
long-term success. That's why WCMA is pleased to celebrate the many opportunities for
collaborative employee advancement in dairy processing through our newest social media
campaign: Together We Grow.

This week, we're pleased to feature Nicholas Welsh, 2nd Shift Feta Sanitation
Supervisor at Klondike Cheese Company (pictured at right). Jon Brunner, Klondike's

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-notes-the-unsettled-months-ahead


Production Manager, says Nicholas gained "knowledge and experience from WCMA’s
Front-Line Leadership class. He enjoys gaining new perspective from other classmates
and brings back ideas and solutions that help motivate people. Learning what other
people/companies are doing to handle employees in different work scenarios has been a
helpful resource in his supervising role."
 
Follow along on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn each week for more inspiring stories of
growth from WCMA members! 

Dairy Industry Suppliers
New WCMA supplier member Della Toffola
USA manufactures dairy processing equipment
and machinery for the processing of mature and
fresh cheeses, yogurt, and other milk products.

New WCMA supplier member Doig
Corporation provides factory automation
products and solutions including motion control,
robotics, sensors & vision, safety, electrical
control and pneumatics.

New WCMA supplier member Innovation
Energy Group offers energy procurement,
energy conservation, and energy sustainability
services to North American food manufacturers.

Visit WCMA's online member directory for more information.

WCMA SIGNATURE EVENTS

Sign Up by May 16 for WCMA Member Meeting

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dni9W-j_NzAAsqET7A0BK0coLII38lFdqTGfstW5yFzEmFHcll2_85lihQ8RrRHVOsLmNYWHIynu2Ie-Tg_trGr4u1seqLDqjhTR9UjxHYSHAFUWVI3luShzoefbdF2jMYIs0L6y2KB4sf6phWpVMtmWNopT6BqT3qk0WyMCesQ=&c=cI6JgIEjYBFT-IYtY_YAxXiShokVcxx-gaPrFO3q5U9Z7vcEnfawfA==&ch=S-QnMpeny9KCjV1hIiuUDZWB_-txtl8FiPZJelatfMVC0k3y7Wi-wQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dni9W-j_NzAAsqET7A0BK0coLII38lFdqTGfstW5yFzEmFHcll2_8yD5kI_RVV_l9cBQPLStYXnNWqhbcC4myMMRhA1gAAbxutnyaulZfI3VdTi2_fugReQrmz3zXfdeoE0LMeVj1mZAReuAf6eyvW-5i2mJepBG&c=cI6JgIEjYBFT-IYtY_YAxXiShokVcxx-gaPrFO3q5U9Z7vcEnfawfA==&ch=S-QnMpeny9KCjV1hIiuUDZWB_-txtl8FiPZJelatfMVC0k3y7Wi-wQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dni9W-j_NzAAsqET7A0BK0coLII38lFdqTGfstW5yFzEmFHcll2_89hQS7DVPbKFqGXF9toiVw2VkitrvCAdvINBGU2kcfkmTMdjym-o6XuyIimaF864vPjDe7Xr8hCn14sh7XAUFTIgHjlVArk-03TmQZe7NHwmvCb8SKWOfMhpf7D8j5-WYQ==&c=cI6JgIEjYBFT-IYtY_YAxXiShokVcxx-gaPrFO3q5U9Z7vcEnfawfA==&ch=S-QnMpeny9KCjV1hIiuUDZWB_-txtl8FiPZJelatfMVC0k3y7Wi-wQ==
https://www.dellatoffola.us/en/catalogue/dairy
https://www.doigcorp.com/
https://www.innovationenergygroup.net/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PjuyqK4U1ln53UDLasudiiF5Gh4fXHB6y_9-J5sf-hSMvvI81M_GbKC56SyimCoiww9GpzKBPAI0XHKjYnzkBe9ftN5xKk4fINhur2A-LLtymF8bGKGz_QmaqBehnor6bJelKgofF2rCHUKxbLrznc7V26xr4uF6UeHLpNUiLOtOkVq8AwvH6HeSz62361Bd&c=Jv9XX6vaMn1QFwbAoADzBog-d9bLBVXFc153i2JGWtJ2NOzB_E0r_Q==&ch=EcHNo8CwjFJMSqvLpAZYqWdEAfob6yumJXxq6c8LbwkGJIyTUvghTA==


Designated key contacts of WCMA member organizations, or one proxy representative,
are invited to join the WCMA Annual Member Meeting on Wednesday, May 25 at the
Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. Registration costs $75 per person and must be
completed by close of business next Monday, May 16.

Check-in and networking begin at 11:30 a.m. (CT). The meeting will kick off at noon with a
luncheon, followed by a presentation and Q&A session with our keynote guest speaker
Chad Vincent, Chief Executive Officer at Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin. Next, we’ll
recognize legislative leaders who have advanced dairy opportunities:

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin)
Wisconsin State Senator Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan)
Wisconsin State Senator Howard Marklein (R-Spring Green)
Wisconsin State Senator Brad Pfaff (D-Onalaska)
Wisconsin State Representative Tony Kurtz (R-Wonewoc)

Members will then have a chance to meet new and retiring members of the WCMA Board
of Directors, before WCMA staff share an inside look at the Association’s activities and
plans for the upcoming fiscal year. The meeting will conclude at 2:00 p.m. (CT).

Have questions? Please contact WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

REGISTER NOW

Special thanks to WCMA members Burkert Fluid Controls, Masters Gallery Foods, and
Taylor Cheese Corporation for generously sponsoring this exclusive member networking
and education opportunity!

Registration for WCMA Golf Outing & Trap Shoot

https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/dd7f5103-2887-4574-a75c-29c24c2b64d1.pdf?rdr=true
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CAQjvc5BjWML890pxfY6Z61CupSaEgCMT_xZEV_XqgnJVf8PfWC6BvDYuz0JHfmsQAHlf0GWNAxgTmPB_IjiS2oDVFU25wXu5XkDXGvWYXLUEL3C_b-nSRGZ2dMg1TYpJKxHxNuW-geFt0BuG3KIo0U8NZtZXgYxUmxQTArtdfEXwv7iYCQM3YJwfuq4ITNq8MVNXcNRZop2A4_nzvIdRQ==&c=6VdUtIJnn1GjraNrfaiVwVtvIaoTEO1moJNLC4Lw-I3PZWp5vzP5Yg==&ch=WWL8D_r9Zd8Xf3sgX1LfEwgSLYKGXybfMNO06xqIcmQJ1GdeQOvirA==
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-annual-member-meeting


Opens Next Tuesday
Plan to join friends and colleagues at the 2022 WCMA Golf Outing
& Trap Shoot, scheduled for Wednesday, July 20. Registration for
this popular event opens at 10:00 a.m. (CT) on Tuesday, May 17
and will fill quickly, so mark your calendar now!

More information, including sponsorship details, are available
online now. Questions may be directed to WCMA Events staff.

IN THE NEWS

Wisconsin
Appleton Post Crescent: 'Huge developments': Little Chute's north side attracts
a flurry of construction activity (Featuring WCMA member Agropur)
Dairy Processing: Wisconsin DATCP awards grants to 19 dairy processors
(Featuring WCMA members Alpine Slicing & Cheese Conversion, Cedar Valley
Cheese, Decatur Dairy/Decatur Swiss Co-Op, Door Artisan Cheese, Henning's
Cheese, Milk Specialties Global, Renard's Cheese, Specialty Cheese Company,
and Westby Cooperative Creamery)
WisPolitics: Wisconsin Historical Society: Winnebago Cheese listed on the
National Register of Historic Places

​National/International
U.S. Dairy Exporter Blog: U.S. dairy exports finished Q1 strong, as value soared
and volume nearly matched 2021 record
Hoard's Dairyman: Chinese port woes could snap back to U.S.
Agri-Pulse Daybreak: U.S., Canada trade officials address dairy dispute
Dairy Defined: U.S. well-positioned to serve the globe, economists say
Food Navigator: Half of Gen Z 'ashamed' to order milk in public: Arla probes
how social media and 'cancel culture' shape attitudes to dairy
CBS News: Biden announces plan to increase access to affordable high-
speed internet
Roll Call: School nutrition waiver issue emerges in supplemental talks
CNN: 'We're in danger of running out of food.' Higher prices and demand
squeeze food banks
Springfield News Leader: Missouri's cheese caves store more than seven
million pounds of dairy. Here's why
MSN: Yogurt maker Lactalis betting on U.S. appetite
Feedstuffs: Ag groups want more time to evaluate SEC rule

EDUCATION

Attend WCMA Workforce & Education
Committee Virtual Meeting Today

Join today's free, virtual meeting  of the WCMA Workforce & Education Committee, set

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-golf-outing-and-trap-shoot-2022
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-golf-outing-and-trap-shoot-2022
mailto:events@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/local/2022/05/06/little-chute-backs-fedex-center-agropur-cheese-plant-fox-cities/9646657002/
https://www.dairyprocessing.com/articles/889-wisconsin-datcp-awards-grants-to-19-dairy-processors?e=gatherton@wischeesemakers.org&utm_source=Daily+Dairy+Brief&utm_medium=Newsletter&oly_enc_id=8997J7312467H8M
https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/wisconsin-historical-society-winnebago-cheese-listed-on-the-national-register-of-historic-places/
https://blog.usdec.org/usdairyexporter/us-exports-finished-q1-strong-as-value-soared-and-volume-nearly-matched-2021-record-0
https://hoards.com/article-31917-chinese-port-woes-could-snap-back-to-us.html
https://www.agri-pulse.com/ext/resources/Podcasts2/Daybreak-Audio/May--2022/Daybreak_05062022.mp3
https://www.nmpf.org/u-s-well-positioned-to-serve-the-globe-economists-say/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2022/05/09/half-of-gen-z-ashamed-to-order-milk-in-public-arla-probes-how-social-media-and-cancel-culture-shape-attitudes-to-dairy#
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/biden-internet-program-service-providers-affordable-high-speed/
https://rollcall.com/2022/05/06/school-nutrition-waiver-issue-emerges-in-supplemental-talks/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/04/politics/inflation-high-prices-food-banks/index.html
https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/2022/05/08/springfield-cheese-cave-missouri-dairy-companies-store-7-million-pounds/6785381001/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/yogurt-maker-lactalis-betting-on-us-appetite/ar-AAX09FF
https://www.feedstuffs.com/news/ag-groups-want-more-time-evaluate-sec-rule
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-workforce-and-education-committee-meeting-may10


for 1:00-2:30 p.m. (CT). All WCMA members are welcome to attend. Here's a look at the
meeting agenda:

OSHA Local Emphasis Program for Food Processors
Featured Speaker: Casey FitzRandolph, M3 Insurance

Workforce Solutions Spotlight: Employee Training Array
Featured Speaker: Patty Sanchez-Walker, Specialty Cheese

Workforce Solutions Spotlight: Stay Interviews
WCMA Video Onboarding Series Update & Discussion
Other WCMA Workforce Tools & Discussion

The meeting will also offer a Q&A with presenters and a live polling feature for
participants. WCMA staff will wrap the meeting with a brief overview of other workforce
and education resources available to WCMA members now.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs &
Policy Rebekah Sweeney.

Improve Grant Strategy with WCMA Webinar
Join WCMA's next free, member-only webinar  Tuesday, May 17 at 1:00 p.m. (CT) for
practical strategies on finding and applying for federal and state grant funding. Here's a
look at our webinar agenda and featured speakers:

Where to Find Grant Opportunities & Application Best Practices - Rebekah
Sweeney, Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association
Grant Spotlight: Dairy Business Innovation Initiative Grants - Vic Grassman, Center
for Dairy Research
Grant Spotlight: Wisconsin Dairy Processor Grants - Ryan Dunn, Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011zvMuXvBi6p7H2Lc2iHW9_HYHzEV_I951qUfPjUpevoMAwdFcyE9HIdnVz_ivEnuTckAGbXPpoeTMNrLSMslYgrN1HwK6IRkOKpQ9s2c4QK6wiJRTpETVy0nQrWtAvkQjUKRA-1ogMv9P7nbkjrnPljrUxANnTbXVq5-HkFX1tCLrBXJoq_607QR2SS4wicp&c=plIPRS8mVPTRJb7lpu1B9YgOqozWnE5dvElgBWlrRMyIlXXItCZTIg==&ch=600EdglQQJ5QuSGBfEnNsI0agAeMXi3CGdl6QRRTYnX8PnS2nnLUTg==
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-grant-funding


This offering is the latest in WCMA’s monthly webinar series. Webinar topics are driven
by WCMA member feedback and cover a range of themes such as business
development, communication strategies, and industry resources.

​Have an idea for a future webinar topic? Please contact Rebekah Sweeney.

RESERVE YOUR SPACE

More Industry Training Opportunities
WCMA is pleased to share opportunities for industry-specific training and enrichment,
Here's a look at other trainings hosted by our partners:

May 17-18: Preventive Controls for Human Food - Safe Food Resources
June 7: Membrane Filtration Short Course - North Central Cheese Industries
Association and South Dakota State University
June 14: Labeling Regulations for Dairy Products  - Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin
June 14-16: Advanced Buttermaking (In-Person) - Center for Dairy Research
June 14-15: Environmental Monitoring Hands-On Training Workshop (In
Person) - Mérieux NutriSciences
June 15: Cheesemaking Fundamentals (Online, Self-Study) - Center for Dairy
Research
June 20-24: Buttermakers License Apprenticeship (In-Person) - Center for Dairy
Research
June 21-23: FSPCA Preventive Controls for Human Food (PCQI)  - Mérieux
NutriSciences
Rolling Admission: Online HACCP Training - North Carolina State University
Rolling Admission: Environmental Monitoring in the Dairy Industry - North
Carolina State University
Rolling Admission: Preventive Controls for Dairy Processors  - North Carolina
State University
Rolling Admission: Food Safety Basics For Artisan Cheesemakers - North
Carolina State University

WORKFORCE

View, Share Job Openings on WCMA Jobs Board
Visit WCMA's online jobs board to view

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/wcma-webinars
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-grant-funding
https://safe-food-resources.com/product/preventive-controls-for-human/
https://files.constantcontact.com/c889196c001/7257c1bc-4000-49ed-a34b-5ff972f878e2.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.wisconsindairy.org/Dairy-Companies/Food-Safety/Labeling-Regulations-Short-Course
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/advanced-buttermaking
https://merieuxnutrisciences.learnupon.com/store/1105332-june-14-15-2022-environmental-monitoring-hands-on-training-workshop-in-person
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/cheesemaking-fundamentals-online-self-study
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/buttermakers-license-apprenticeship
https://merieuxnutrisciences.learnupon.com/store/2433576-june-21-23-2022-fspca-preventive-controls-for-human-food-pcqi-tampa-fl
https://units.cals.ncsu.edu/foodsafety/online-haccp-training
https://units.cals.ncsu.edu/foodsafety/environmental-monitoring-in-the-dairy-industry/
https://units.cals.ncsu.edu/foodsafety/preventive-controls-for-dairy-processors/
https://units.cals.ncsu.edu/foodsafety/food-safety-basics-for-artisan-cheesemakers/
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/career-opportunities


job openings from WCMA members Alpine
Slicing & Cheese Conversion; Land
O'Lakes; Milk Specialties Global; and
Westby Cooperative Creamery.

​Have an opportunity at your company or
cooperative? WCMA members may post up
to 10 openings per company, per month
on the Jobs Board. It's free and easy!

POST OPENINGS

WisCheeseMakers.org  ​  ​  ​

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff-2GLh_ehheSmKv1riDWd4PhbZs6xIy1XmweOdpzSu_b2Cg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff-2GLh_ehheSmKv1riDWd4PhbZs6xIy1XmweOdpzSu_b2Cg/viewform
http://wischeesemakers.org
https://www.facebook.com/WisCheeseMakers
https://twitter.com/wicheesemakers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9552487/

