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COVID-19 UPDATES

Register Now for WCMA Webinar on OSHA
Vaccine Rule for Large Employers

Members are invited to join WCMA staff this Thursday, November 11 from 1:00-1:45
P.M. (CT) for a free webinar focused on the Biden administration's vaccine and testing
requirements for private employers with 100 or more workers. The mandates are
expected to impact 84 million private sector employees.

During this exclusive webinar, members can expect:
A detailed summary of the requirements, issued via Emergency Temporary
Standard (ETS) by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA),
including the current status of legal challenges;
Information on helpful compliance resources; and
A question-and-answer session.

Members who prefer to remain anonymous or would like to submit their questions in
advance should send them to WCMA staff by 10:00 A.M. (CT) on Thursday.

REGISTER TODAY SUBMIT QUESTIONS

Have additional questions, or need further assistance? Please contact WCMA Senior
Director of Programs and Policy Rebekah Sweeney.

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-vaccination-testing-rule
https://apnews.com/article/covid-employer-mandates-us-29c2262c336bcfc38da2d14b251daf51
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA4162.pdf
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-vaccination-testing-rule
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-webinar-11-23-21
https://dairyinnovationhub.wisc.edu/
https://pdpw.org/programs/Dairy-Insights-Summit-21/details
https://cheeseexpo.org/
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/recognition


USDA Allots $7.5M in Farm to Food Bank Grants
Over $7.5 million in Farm to Food Bank grants will be distributed to 29 U.S. states and
territories that administer The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), the U.S.
Department of Agriculture announced late last week. The funding aims to support the
processing, packaging, and distribution of donated agricultural products to food banks and
other hunger relief organizations.

USDA Offers Pandemic Support for Certified
Organic, Transitioning Operations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced last week that it will make $20 million in
pandemic aid available to agricultural producers who are certified or transitioning to
organic. Qualifying operations may apply by January 7, 2022  for funding to cover
certification and educational expenses paid during the 2020 and 2021 fiscal years.

WDATCP Shares Farm Support Program Details
At the direction of Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers, the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (WDATCP) and the Wisconsin Department of
Revenue (WDOR) will once again distribute $50 million in pandemic assistance to
farmers with between $10,000-$5 million in gross income. Qualified producers will receive
a letter from WDOR with an eligibility ID and must apply online by 4:30 P.M. (CT) on
November 29.

Coronavirus Headline News
Wisconsin

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: The average of new daily COVID-19 cases
increases for the sixth consecutive day
Wisconsin State Journal: Two Wisconsin manufacturers sue over federal
COVID-19 vaccine-or-test mandates for workers
KTTV-TV: Wisconsin gets federal money for COVID-19 medical costs
Colfax Messenger: WDHS: COVID-19 vaccine for ages 5-11 “huge step
forward”

National/International
CNBC: Pandemic milestone: U.S. ends international travel ban, opening the
door to vaccinated tourists
CNN: Pfizer expected to seek authorization for coronavirus vaccine booster
for people age 18 and older
Reuters: U.S. judge upholds United Airlines' COVID-19 vaccine mandate for
employees
NBC News: What pediatricians want parents to know about the COVID vaccine
for kids

ADVOCACY

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tefap/farm-to-food-bank-project-grants
https://www.porkbusiness.com/news/ag-policy/usda-awards-more-75-million-farm-food-bank-project-funding
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-builds-pandemic-support-for-certified-organic-and-transitioning-operations
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/News_Media/DATCP-Announces-Details-for-Wisconsin-Farm-Support-Program.aspx
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/average-covid-19-cases-increased-over-weekend-sixth-consecutive-day/6344301001/
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/health-med-fit/2-wisconsin-manufacturers-sue-over-federal-covid-19-vaccine-or-test-mandates-for-workers/article_126862cb-1a3d-53e3-ae1b-20f0c00389a1.html
https://fox11online.com/news/state/wisconsin-gets-federal-money-for-covid-19-medical-costs
https://www.dewittmedia.com/2021/11/09/wi-dhs-covid-19-vaccine-for-ages-5-11-huge-step-forward/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/08/covid-vaccine-us-ends-international-travel-ban-opens-door-to-vaccinated-tourists.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/08/health/pfizer-booster-expected-eua-request-18-and-older/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-judge-upholds-united-airlines-covid-19-vaccine-mandate-2021-11-08/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/kids-health/pediatricians-want-parents-know-covid-vaccine-kids-rcna4842


Wisconsin Senate Passes Ag Export Bill
WCMA this week cheered the Wisconsin Senate’s unanimous vote  to invest $5 million
to increase the state’s agricultural exports, including dairy. Authored by Senator Joan
Ballweg (R-Markesan) and Representative Tony Kurtz (R-Wonewoc), Assembly Bill 314
(AB 314) achieves a goal to elevate dairy exports set by Governor Tony Evers in early
2020. WCMA has been a vocal advocate in support of the bill.

The Senate vote comes after unanimous passage in both the Assembly and the Joint
Finance Committee, following supportive testimony from multiple industry stakeholders,
including WCMA members Chr. Hansen, Inc.; Nasonville Dairy; and Specialty Cheese
Company. Following yesterday's Senate vote, the bill advances to Governor Evers for his
consideration.

WCMA Leads New Pasteurizer Advisory Group
Today, the Dairy Rules Advisory Committee, an industry committee serving the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, voted to form a
pasteurizer advisory group as Wisconsin looks to clarify regulation and adopt certification
of industry emergency sealers, as allowed in the Pasteurized Milk Ordinance.

The new committee will unite industry, university, and regulatory experts in the state to
address rules and responsibilities surrounding broken pasteurizer seals, new training for
industry emergency sealers, and use of electronic pasteurizer records. The group will be
chaired by WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

WCMA called for the formation of this pasteurizer group, which is comprised of industry
experts from dairy plants of all sizes. To share your thoughts and concerns on pasteurizer
regulation, please contact WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

Gov. Evers Announces $100M in Broadband
Expansion Grants

A total of $100 million will be made available for the next round of Wisconsin broadband
expansion grants, Governor Tony Evers announced this morning. Applications for this
round of funding will be available on the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin's

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-applauds-unanimous-senate-passage-of-bill-to-increase-agricultural-and-dairy-exports
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/About_Us/DairyRulesAdvisoryCommittee.aspx
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
https://merrillfotonews.com/2021/11/09/gov-evers-announces-100-million-for-next-round-of-state-broadband-expansion-grants/


website on December 1. As a strong advocate of funding to increase broadband access
and affordability, WCMA is pleased to see this investment come to fruition.

WCMA NOTES

The Coming Curd Craze
America’s appetite for cheese curds is
growing beyond its Upper Midwest roots,
says WCMA Executive Director John
Umhoefer in this month's WCMA Notes
column.

As cheesemakers at WCMA members
Decatur Dairy, Ellsworth Cooperative
Creamery, and LaGrander's Hillside Dairy
share, this warm-from-the-vat tradition is
becoming a sales phenomenon, from
packaged natural curds in retail grocery
outlets to breaded and fried curds in
foodservice channels.

INDUSTRY UPDATES

WCMA, CDR Announce Dairy Industry Impact
Grant Recipients

WCMA and the Center for Dairy Research yesterday announced the four companies
and cooperatives which have been selected via a competitive review process to receive
a total of $600,000 in Dairy Industry Impact grants through the Dairy Business
Innovation Alliance (DBIA).

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-notes-the-coming-curd-craze
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/dbia-announces-dairy-industry-impact-grant-recipients
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia


The group includes WCMA members Cedar Grove Cheese, Milk Specialties Global, and
Specialty Cheese Company. Recipients will use the funding to support projects that tackle
challenges and develop new ideas to advance the dairy industry, from new export
initiatives to product development and innovative plant efficiencies.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sign Up for Exclusive WCMA Internship Webinar
Don't miss WCMA's next monthly member webinar, focused on creating and
maintaining an impactful internship program. Join us on Tuesday, November 16 from 1:00-
2:00 P.M. (CT) to learn how to create this effective hiring pipeline for your business and
make the most of interns’ fresh perspectives, energy, and skill.

Our agenda kicks off with presentations from Timothy Strait, Coordinator of the Wisconsin
Internship Initiative at the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development, and Jill
Swanson, Human Resources Talent Partner for Grande Cheese Company.

Next speakers will answer questions from WCMA members. Members who prefer to
submit questions anonymously may do so by sending them to WCMA staff by close of
business on Monday, November 15.

This webinar is the latest in a monthly series created by WCMA. Each session offers
advanced strategies to grow your dairy processing business, protect your assets, and
strengthen your workforce. Offered exclusively to WCMA members at no cost, these
concise, one-hour webinars offer both expert insight and a chance to connect with your
industry colleagues on a regular basis.

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-impactful-internships
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-launches-monthly-members-only-webinar-series


Have an idea for a future webinar offering? Contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs
& Policy Rebekah Sweeney. Thanks for your engagement!

REGISTER NOW

Space Available in DBIA Exporting Webinar
Register now for the next DBIA webinar, scheduled for Tuesday, November 23 at 1:30
P.M. (CT). Experts from the International Agribusiness Center at the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection will discuss the export
planning process, the important players involved in exporting products, and how to
determine the best export strategy for your business.

REGISTER NOW

Register for Free Dairy Innovation Hub Events
Reserve your space today at two dynamic events dedicated to sharing the work of the
Dairy Innovation Hub:

The second annual virtual Dairy Summit
will be held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (CT) on

On November 18 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. (CT),
the inaugural Dairy Symposium will

mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-impactful-internships
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-webinar-11-23-21
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-webinar-11-23-21
https://dairyinnovationhub.wisc.edu/
https://dairyinnovationhub.wisc.edu/dairy-summit/
https://dairyinnovationhub.wisc.edu/dairy-symposium/


November 17. In addition to presentations
on new projects and a farmer panel
discussing the impacts of the Hub, new
faculty will discuss their research and
outreach goals. The event will conclude
with a collection of virtual facility tours.

REGISTER FOR THE
SUMMIT

feature thought-provoking plenary
sessions, research talks, and poster
presentations from Hub-funded projects.
The symposium will be held in-person on
the UW-Madison campus, with virtual
options available.

REGISTER FOR THE
SYMPOSIUM

WCMA was a vocal advocate for the creation of the Dairy Innovation Hub in 2019 and
currently serves on the Hub's Advisory Council. Over the past two years, the Hub has
funded more than 100 research and outreach projects across three University of
Wisconsin campuses and four priority areas.

PDPW Hosts December 1 Dairy Insights Summit
The Professional Dairy Producers of
Wisconsin (PDPW) invites dairy farmers,
processors, and food industry
professionals, including WCMA members,
to join their Dairy Insights Summit,
planned for December 1, 2021 at the
Sheraton Hotel in Madison, Wisconsin.

The summit promises dialogue and new
insights on issues facing all segments of
the food system, from global sustainability
to consumer trends and more.

IN THE NEWS

Wisconsin
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Saputo plans new Franklin cheese facility with 600
jobs (Featuring WCMA member Saputo Dairy USA)
WAOW-TV: New agreement with European Union a "big win" for the Badger
State (Featuring WCMA member Nasonville Dairy)
Wisconsin State Farmer: Sheep milk cheeses, genetics have made great strides
(Featuring WCMA members Carr Valley Cheese, Cedar Grove Cheese, and Hook's
Cheese)
Wega-Fremont News: Master cheesemaker finds niche (Featuring WCMA
member Union Star Cheese Factory)
OnlyInYourState: Taste the freshest fried cheese curds in Wisconsin at Mullins
Cheese Store (Featuring WCMA member Mullins Cheese)

National/International
Agri-Pulse: Supply chain difficulties threaten long-term harm to ag exporters
The Hagstrom Report: Foreign Agricultural Service: Mexico continues to be key
market for U.S. dairy
Feedstuffs: What's in the Build Back Better Act for ag?
The Hill: Business groups urge Biden to swiftly sign infrastructure bill
The Guardian: Few willing to change lifestyle to save the planet, climate survey
finds
Dairy Foods: Cheese sends greetings from the sunny side of the street
(Featuring WCMA members Arla Foods USA, Associated Milk Producers, Inc; Bel

https://explore.wisc.edu/LP=947
https://explore.wisc.edu/LP=949
https://pdpw.org/programs/Dairy-Insights-Summit-21/details
https://pdpw.org/library/programs_and_events/dairyinsightssummitflier2021forweb.pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/real-estate/commercial/2021/11/08/saputo-plans-franklin-cheese-facility-650-jobs-rural-areas-lag/6334896001/?utm_source=jsonline-Daily Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing_greeting&utm_term=newsletter_greeting&utm_content=1258MJ-E-NLETTER65
https://www.waow.com/news/top-stories/big-win-for-the-badger-state/article_3080e2e8-3c36-11ec-96b0-7b4aa9e9c275.html
https://www.wisfarmer.com/story/news/2021/11/03/sheep-milk-cheeses-genetics-have-made-great-strides/6178064001/
https://waupacanow.com/2021/11/03/master-cheesemaker-finds-niche/
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/wisconsin/mullins-curds-wi/
https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/16737-supply-chain-difficulties-threaten-long-term-harm-to-ag-exporters
https://madmimi.com/p/1173131?pact=2448170-165357161-11785209361-2ac01e406edcdf7a18e0bbfc00a134a076d2a0a0#fas__mexico_continues_to_be_key_market_for_us_dairy
https://www.feedstuffs.com/news/whats-build-back-better-act-ag
https://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/580577-business-groups-urge-biden-to-swiftly-sign
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/07/few-willing-to-change-lifestyle-climate-survey
https://www.dairyfoods.com/articles/95308-2021-state-of-the-industry-cheese-sends-greetings-from-the-sunny-side-of-the-street


Brands USA; Emmi Roth; Hilmar Cheese Company; Sargento Foods; Savencia
Cheese USA; and Schuman Cheese)
The Oregonian: What’s so special about Rogue Creamery’s world award-
producing Oregon cows? See for yourself (Featuring WCMA member Savencia
Cheese USA - Rogue Creamery)

WCMA member establishes
National Butter Day

Kudos to WCMA member Associated
Milk Producers, Inc. (AMPI), whose
Dinner Bell Creamery has declared
November 17 National Butter Day!

Follow Dinner Bell Creamery on social
media to join in the inaugural
celebration later this month.

WORKFORCE

Join WCMA Workforce and Education
Committee Meeting Today

All members are invited to register now for a virtual meeting of the WCMA Workforce and
Education Committee today from 1:00-2:30 p.m. (CT). The meeting agenda will include
discussion on the following topics:

Federal COVID-19 vaccination mandate for large employers
Opportunities to employ Afghan refugees
2022 WCMA Wage & Workforce Survey
2022 WCMA Job Fair at CheeseExpo
Development of a WCMA onboarding video training series for new dairy processing
employees

The meeting will also offer a live polling feature for participants to respond to pre-
submitted questions from fellow members. WCMA staff will wrap the meeting with a brief
overview of other workforce and education resources available to WCMA members now.

REGISTER NOW

Have questions? Please contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs & Policy
Rebekah Sweeney.

https://www.oregonlive.com/food/2021/11/whats-so-special-about-rogue-creamerys-world-award-producing-oregon-cows-see-for-yourself.html
https://dinnerbellcreamery.coop/national-butter-day/
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-workforce-and-education-committee-meeting
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-workforce-and-education-committee-meeting
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


Post Career Openings on WCMA Jobs Board
WCMA's online jobs board currently features industry career opportunities from member
companies and cooperatives Associated Milk Producers, Inc.; Baker Cheese; Winona
Foods; and others. WCMA members can post openings anytime - it's free and easy!

POST JOB OPENINGS

EDUCATION

WCMA Member Employees Talk Team
Cultivation in Front-Line Leadership Series

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/career-opportunities
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wa_A4EwrlR2FGb6gGKuhbU9XTsFkXxsopeenyVKoHQ_T9-83j4QrnziensJs_X65i7lhIbJ0NbATd7CPpzkPmf2R9FuC3lrcT-B9HVCLiiWG0BnOzLaPJ2rrFsDZ06yaKqnPvgnBGqi_BxnBMXTzQ-qVGkONSG0RhQRbgBdp8eWUcSoCgdriR2iSl8a06G5wWPAuZg66aBauJ51_ptJ3fhjHttaQS8WZPCId84_RzhWPSistR93STSATyMpeyfiGuDIuDjwi_9wt-NfHPt2U_w==&c=i0Cab9iqdMGP2I333T49Mc7RFSMPAJYuVhBXTuvH-MKJUjZsIFrPMg==&ch=G_-TizXRpnflq7gytSJx3LreE1zBgf3uqXPVa9v5yyjLCRO66mq3aQ==
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff-2GLh_ehheSmKv1riDWd4PhbZs6xIy1XmweOdpzSu_b2Cg/viewform


In the latest installment of WCMA's Front-Line Leadership Series, member employees
discussed the key ingredients for cultivating a successful team. Many thanks to our
participants for their engagement, and to their companies for investing in their employees'
continued learning: Baker Cheese, Emmi Roth, Grande Cheese, Great Lakes Cheese,
Klondike Cheese, Schuman Cheese - Fall Creek, and Wapsie Valley Creamery.

Sign Up for CDR Certificate in Dairy Processing
Space is available in the Certificate for Dairy Processing - Online course, hosted by the
Center for Dairy Research. Led by leading industry experts, the program will use a
practical approach to educate students on the basic aspects of dairy processing.

Over ten weeks beginning January 20, 2022, participants will learn key aspects of dairy
processing through online sessions and other learning opportunities. Students will also be
expected to complete a short project of their choosing with the assistance of a mentor.

RESERVE YOUR SPACE

Industry Training Opportunities
WCMA is pleased to share opportunities for industry-specific training and enrichment.
Here's a look at some upcoming trainings hosted by our partners:

November 15-18: Advanced Cheese Technology | Center for Dairy Research
November 16: Cheesemaking 101: What a Licensed Cheesemaker Should
Know | Center for Dairy Research
December 7-9: Preventive Controls Qualified Individual (PCQI) Training
Workshop | M3 Insurance

https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/certificate-in-dairy-processing-fall-2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/certificate-in-dairy-processing-fall-2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/advanced-cheese-tech-short-course-nov2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/cheesemaking-101-what-a-licensed-cheesemaker-should-know-on-demand-nov2021
https://m3ins.com/events/preventive-controls-qualified-individual-training-workshop/


WCMA SIGNATURE EVENTS

Act Quickly to Register, Reserve Lodging for
CheeseExpo 2022

Register and book your hotel today to join thousands of dairy processing professionals
from around the world at CheeseExpo 2022. Choose from several high-value registration
options, and register early for the best rates: attendees get 20 percent off their registration
before February 1, and 10 percent off if they register by March 1. Book your hotel stay
through the exclusive CheeseExpo online lodging system and receive even more
discounts!

Sponsorship and advertising opportunities also remain available for this world-class event.
Connect with the global dairy processing community through impactful sponsorships
and high-visibility advertising space in the CheeseExpo Official Program.

Have questions about registration, lodging, sponsorship, or advertising at CheeseExpo
2022? Please contact WCMA staff.

RECOGNITION

https://cheeseexpo.org/
https://cheeseexpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-CheeseExpo-Attendee-Registration-Fees.pdf
https://cheeseexpo.org/lodging-and-location/
https://cheeseexpo.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://cheeseexpo.org/advertising-opportunities/
mailto:events@wischeesemakers.org


Vote Today for WCMA Distinguished Service
Award Nominees

Vote today to help select the individuals that will be honored with the WCMA
Distinguished Service Award in 2022. This award recognizes supplier partner members
who have played a significant role in building the success of the U.S. dairy industry,
contributing innovations in dairy manufacturing.

WCMA members may vote for as many nominees as they like, with up to 10 voters per
company. All votes must be received by next Tuesday, November 16 . The WCMA
Board will select the 2022 Distinguished Service Award honorees at its December
meeting. To view past Distinguished Service Award recipients, please visit our website.

Questions? Please contact WCMA Events Manager Caitlin Peirick .

MEMBERSHIP

WCMA Social Media Campaign Highlights Dairy
Processing Industry Leaders

WCMA invites you to get to know the 21 enthusiastic industry leaders who serve on our
Board of Directors and guide our work each day. We'll profile the Board on Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn, and in this newsletter on a weekly basis. This week, we're pleased to
introduce Paul Scharfman of Specialty Cheese Company!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5TYKMSZ
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/recognition
mailto:cpeirick@wischeesemakers.org


Have an idea for a WCMA social media campaign or other communication? Please
contact WCMA Communications Director Grace Atherton.

Sign Up Colleagues for E-Newsletters
Thanks for subscribing to WCMA's weekly e-newsletter! This benefit is available to all
WCMA member employees. Let us know if we should add your colleagues to our mailing
list, or if you'd like to share feedback on our communications.

WisCheeseMakers.org      

mailto:gatherton@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:sschmidt@wischeesemakers.org
http://wischeesemakers.org
https://www.facebook.com/WisCheeseMakers
https://twitter.com/WICheeseMakers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-cheese-makers-association/?viewAsMember=true

