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COVID-19 UPDATES

Large Employer COVID-19 Rule Still Pending
Almost a month after the Biden Administration announced it would require large employers
of 100 or more workers to vaccinate or regularly test their staff for COVID-19, the U.S.
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) draft rules may still be weeks
away from public release, the New York Times reported this week.

Analysts at Goldman Sachs estimated new vaccine requirements for larger employers
would apply to about 25 million unvaccinated workers in the United States, bringing the
percentage of the U.S. population vaccinated to 82 percent by mid-2022. To date, 65
percent of Americans have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.

A Biden Administration task force has also issued guidance stating that employees of
most federal contractors have until December 8, 2021 to be fully vaccinated against
COVID-19. Unlike large employers, federal contractors will not be permitted to implement
regular testing in place of vaccinations.

FDA Moves Toward Authorizing Additional
COVID-19 Booster Shots

Federal regulators will meet later this week  to potentially authorize booster doses of the
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines. A Food and Drug Administration
committee will discuss Moderna's booster shot this Thursday, followed by a discussion of
the Johnson & Johnson booster on Friday.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/business/biden-osha-vaccine-mandate.html
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/safer-federal-workforce-task-force-3069126/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/moderna-seeks-covid-19-vaccine-booster-clearance-older-adults-high-risk-2021-10-12/
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/travel/video/life-wisconsin-farmers-finest-cheese-ice-cream-80451362
https://www.cheeseexpo.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://s15.a2zinc.net/clients/wcma/CheeseExpo2022/public/EventMap.aspx?shavailable=1&ID=1471&shExhList=1#&sortMenu=102000
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/career-opportunities
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/wcma/WCMA_MemberDirectory_2021_HighRes_PROOF.pdf


The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is currently available as a booster dose to dairy
processing employees, people in other professions that put them at a higher risk of
contracting the virus, people aged 65 and older, and those who are at high risk of severe
disease.

Wisconsin DHS Adds Texts, Emails to COVID-19
Close Contact Tracing System

Last week, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (WDHS) announced technology
enhancements to its close contact tracing system. People who have been in close
contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19 may now receive a text or email
notifying them of their exposure to COVID-19. Individuals who test positive for COVID-19
will still receive a phone call from a contact tracer.

Applications Now Open for USDA Pandemic
Workplace Safety Grants

USDA announced last week that dairy manufacturers and processors are not eligible for a
new Pandemic Response and Safety Grant program. However, operators of refrigerated
warehousing and storage facilities with average annual revenue of $30 million or less may
apply.

Applications for its new Pandemic Response and Safety Grant program now until 10:59
p.m. (CT) on Monday, November 22. Approximately $650 million in funding is available
to help offset the costs of pandemic workplace safety measures at small businesses in
certain commodity areas.

For more information or to apply for a grant, please visit USDA's website.

WCMA Notes: Cheese Markets Robust in
Unsettled Times

Cheese manufacturers are bullish on sales
even as tight labor conditions challenge the
industry’s ability to make and deliver dairy
products at optimal capacity. WCMA
discovered positive trends in recent sales
data and in discussions with leading

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/092721.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/contact-tracing.htm
https://www.ams.usda.gov/content/usda-pandemic-response-and-safety-grant-program-will-accept-applications-starting-october
https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda


cheese producers and processors.

In this month's edition of WCMA Notes,
Executive Director John Umhoefer
explains how despite a tight labor market,
changing eating patterns, and an evolving
foodservice landscape, opportunities for
cheese sales are still strong.

Coronavirus Headline News
Wisconsin

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: More than 1,100 people hospitalized with COVID-19
across Wisconsin
WBAY-TV: Wisconsin passes 750,000 coronavirus cases, 40,000
hospitalizations
WLUK-TV: Northeast Wisconsin struggles with COVID-19 hospitalizations
Wisconsin Public Radio: Wisconsin ramps up COVID-19 testing sites as home
test kits become harder to find

National/International
Reuters: Pfizer, BioNTech seek U.S. COVID-19 vaccine clearance for children
ages 5-11
U.S. News & World Report: U.S. administers nearly 400 million doses of COVID-
19 vaccines
The New York Times: If you've had COVID, do you need the vaccine?
The Washington Post: USDA study shows success of federal food safety net

ADVOCACY

WCMA Advocates for Accurate Food Labeling
In a new Wisconsin State Journal
column, WCMA President Steve
Bechel (pictured) and Dairy Business
Association President Amy Penterman
explain how dairy farmers and
cheesemakers are standing up for
consumers by advocating for accurate
food labeling on plant-based imitation
dairy products. Customers deserve to
know the meaning behind dairy's good
name, the leaders write, from its
nutritional benefits to its long-standing
foundation of hard work and
investment by dairy farmers and
processors.

WCMA has consistently advocated for accuracy in food labeling at the federal and state
levels. To get involved in our advocacy efforts, please contact WCMA Senior Director of
Programs & Policy Rebekah Sweeney.

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-notes-cheese-markets-robust-in-unsettled-times
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/10/08/more-than-1-100-people-hospitalized-covid-19-across-wisconsin/6056820001/
https://www.wbay.com/2021/10/11/wisconsin-passes-750000-coronavirus-cases-40000-hospitalizations/
https://fox11online.com/news/local/northeast-wisconsin-struggles-with-covid-19-hospitalizations
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-ramps-covid-19-testing-sites-home-test-kits-become-harder-find
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/pfizer-biontech-ask-us-regulators-ok-covid-19-vaccine-kids-2021-10-07/
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2021-10-07/us-administers-nearly-400-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines-cdc
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/12/health/if-youve-had-covid-do-you-need-the-vaccine.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/09/08/usda-food-insecurity-report/
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/amy-penterman-and-steve-bechel-dairy-is-standing-up-for-consumers-by-seeking-clear-food/article_bb40f1db-274e-528e-a393-9c3264b1f889.html
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/amy-penterman-and-steve-bechel-dairy-is-standing-up-for-consumers-by-seeking-clear-food/article_bb40f1db-274e-528e-a393-9c3264b1f889.html
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/amy-penterman-and-steve-bechel-dairy-is-standing-up-for-consumers-by-seeking-clear-food/article_bb40f1db-274e-528e-a393-9c3264b1f889.html
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


WCMA Welcomes Israeli Dairy Board
WCMA staff welcomed members of the
Israeli Dairy Board to our offices in
Madison last week. WCMA works to
foster relationships and open lines of
communication between dairy
processors worldwide, to discover
shared priorities and work on shared
solutions.

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Ellsworth Menomonie Plant On Track for
Completion by End of 2021

Construction is wrapping up at the new,
greenfield cheese plant in Menomonie,
Wisconsin, commissioned by WCMA
member Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery.

By year's end, the facility will produce
American styles and Muenster, while
hosting visitors to its cheese store and
kitchen.

Pictured from left to right are WCMA
Executive Director John Umhoefer and
Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery CEO Paul
Bauer.

IN THE NEWS

Wisconsin
WXOW-TV: Agritourism: The growing trend in family farming in Wisconsin
(Featuring WCMA member Mosaic Meadows, LLC - LaClare Family Creamery)
Only In Your State: Learn the cheesemaker’s secrets and sample success at
Wisconsin’s award-winning Carr Valley Cheese (Featuring WCMA member Carr
Valley Cheese Company)
Hoard's Dairyman: Let's celebrate National Cheese Curd Day

​National/International
The Irish Times: Ornua buys U.S. cheese business Whitehall Specialties
(Featuring WCMA member Whitehall Specialties)
Deli Market News: Savencia Fromage & Dairy announces the acquisition of
Hope (Featuring WCMA member Savencia Cheese USA)
Feedstuffs: O’Brien begins new chapter as CEO of dairy checkoff
National Milk Producers Federation:
BBC News: Kraft Heinz says people must get used to higher food prices
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Goat cheese masters behind Yellow Springs Farm
decide it’s time to move on
Yahoo! News: Prince Charles says his Aston Martin runs on fuel made from
wine and cheese

https://www.wxow.com/news/top-stories/agritourism-the-growing-trend-in-family-farming-in-wisconsin/article_2db3c340-2896-11ec-bc95-6b1da0b2c958.html
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/wisconsin/carr-valley-cheese-wi/
https://hoards.com/article-30993-lets-celebrate-national-cheese-curd-day.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=211011-425&utm_content=211011-425+CID_f86126e64b870e40a02ade62ad8eaee9&utm_source=Intel&utm_term=Lets celebrate National Cheese Curd Day
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/agribusiness-and-food/ornua-buys-us-cheese-business-whitehall-specialities-1.4697331
https://www.delimarketnews.com/quick-bite/savencia-fromage-dairy-announces-acquisition-hope-jean-paul-torris-and-robbie-rech-comment/jenna-plasterer/fri-10082021-0852/12414
https://www.feedstuffs.com/news/obrien-begins-new-chapter-ceo-dairy-checkoff
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-58847275
https://www.inquirer.com/news/yellow-springs-farm-for-sale-20211007.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/prince-charles-says-aston-martin-230327705.html


Crave Bros. Featured on Good Morning America

Good Morning America recently took a closer look at a day in Wisconsin's dairy
industry. As part of the feature, WCMA member Crave Brothers Farmstead Cheese
showcased the attentive care and hard work that goes into making the company's
award-winning products.

WCMA SIGNATURE EVENTS

Act Now to Reserve Sponsorship Opportunities
With six months until the world's
largest technical cheese and whey
processing expo, all exhibit spaces for
CheeseExpo 2022 have been
reserved! Visit our live floorplan to
view a full listing of all exhibitors.

Multiple opportunities are still available
to participate in the event. Consider
sponsoring Thursday morning
beverage breaks, Thursday coffee
and water on the exhibit floor, or the
eye-catching Championship Cheese
Cooler Display.

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/travel/video/life-wisconsin-farmers-finest-cheese-ice-cream-80451362
https://www.cheeseexpo.org
https://s15.a2zinc.net/clients/wcma/CheeseExpo2022/public/EventMap.aspx?shavailable=1&ID=1471&shExhList=1#&sortMenu=102000
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/marketing/cheeseexpo---bronze-sponsor-Thursday-Breaks-copy
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/marketing/cheeseexpo---bronze-sponsor-Thursday-Coffee-copy
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/marketing/cheeseexpo---silver-sponsor-championship-cheese-display-copy


Advertisement space in the CheeseExpo Official Program is also available, from quarter-
to full-page ads to fit your business needs and budget.

Don't miss this opportunity to connect with the global dairy processing industry! To join the
exhibitor waiting list, secure your sponsorship, or place an advertisement, please contact
WCMA Events Manager Caitlin Peirick .

RECOGNITION

WCMA Recognition Committee Considers
2022 Nominees

Members of the WCMA Recognition Committee met last week to discuss nominees
for the 2022 Recognition Awards, which will be presented at CheeseExpo in april
2022. Voting will soon open for WCMA's Distinguished Service Award - watch for
information in upcoming WCMA newsletters.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join WCMA Cybersecurity Webinar Today
In our world of ever-advancing technology, it's critical for entrepreneurs - especially those
in essential industries such as dairy processing and manufacturing - to understand their
cybersecurity risk and implement protective measures. There is still time to learn more in
WCMA's free cybersecurity webinar today, October 12 at 1:00 p.m. (CT).

https://cheeseexpo.org/advertising-opportunities/
mailto:cpeirick@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/recognition
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WeoypsqKlVu3j50IhLDoMI8WsEtyTHw6n-J1jVf9hzrR8AtrKtbOHH7lqADThXiANJ3MfosA7VHvNcG-kjZ_AwjgunVHVLlOHZiArWplo-DC2fab-CbBdm6r9kgxIwSNDvEfsjOhuV1yQGg1GmObslWXce8BNu1vzUaHZLw0GH_wkBiS4_RzOqaRWRbi9szIcynZKPvja3yyU_l5QNyjig==&c=WawO8TWsjpwN46nflDfqJqfg8Wcewc-gyhXmTrmGq0d8Hc6vuIP0xA==&ch=hxrBUk-RN-QtRQdA1cZpfvjQyQuGZCpO9MFgY1asEjncYx2LX93owg==


WCMA will host these industry experts sharing their insights on the rise of online threats to
your business and profitability, and practical steps you can take to increase your
cybersecurity:

REGISTER NOW

This event is the first in a new monthly webinar offered exclusively to WCMA members at
no cost. Have an idea for a future webinar offering? Contact WCMA Senior Director of
Programs & Policy Rebekah Sweeney. Thanks for your engagement!

Sign Up Now to Learn Social Media Strategies
Social media has made it easier than ever for businesses to reach consumers anytime,
anywhere. However, successfully integrating social media into your overall marketing

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-webinar-cybersecurity
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


strategy requires planning and effort. Interested in learning more? Mark your calendar for
October 26 at 1:30 p.m. (CT), when the Dairy Business Innovation Alliance will host a
webinar focused on social media marketing .

Agricultural communications expert Nikki Warner will lead an informative session
discussing the role of social media marketing, the "Do's and Don’ts" of an effective social
media strategy, how to build a social media community, and how to develop Key
Performance Indicators to gauge your progress.

REGISTER NOW

EDUCATION

Industry Training Spotlight: CDR Advanced
Cheese Technology Short Course

The Advanced Cheese Technology
Short Course, hosted by the Center for
Dairy Research (CDR) returns in-person to
Babcock Hall next month.

This four-day intensive course runs
November 15-18 and covers
cheesemaking production principles and
technology. Participants will learn more
about ripening, standardization of milk,
cheese yield, coagulants, cheese
chemistry, and much more.

REGISTER TODAY

Additional Industry Training Opportunities
WCMA is pleased to share opportunities for industry-specific training and enrichment.
Here's a look at some upcoming trainings hosted by our partners:

October 19: Process Cheese Course - On Demand | Center for Dairy Research
October 19-21: Food Defense & FSPCA Intentional Adulteration Short Course |
Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin
October 20: Dairy Ingredients Fundamentals | Center for Dairy Research
October 27-29: Master Short Course: Understanding and Controlling Defects in
Cheese | Center for Dairy Research
November 15-18: Advanced Cheese Technology | Center for Dairy Research
November 16: Cheesemaking 101: What a Licensed Cheesemaker Should
Know | Center for Dairy Research
January 20, 2022: Certificate in Dairy Processing - Online | Center for Dairy
Research

WORKFORCE

https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-webinar-10-26-21
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/dbia-webinar-10-26-21
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/advanced-cheese-tech-short-course-nov2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/advanced-cheese-tech-short-course-nov2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/process-cheese-course-on-demand-oct2021
https://www.wisconsindairy.org/Dairy-Companies/Food-Safety/Food-Defense-FSPCA-Training
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/dairy-ing-fund--fall2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/advanced-cheese-tech-short-course-nov2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/cheesemaking-101-what-a-licensed-cheesemaker-should-know-on-demand-nov2021
https://www.cdr.wisc.edu/short-courses/certificate-in-dairy-processing-fall-2021


Register Today for WCMA Workforce and
Education Committee Meeting November 9

All members are invited to register now for a virtual meeting of the WCMA Workforce and
Education Committee, set for Tuesday, November 9 from 1:00-2:30 p.m. (CT).

The meeting agenda will include discussion on the following topics:
Federal COVID-19 vaccination mandate for large employers
Opportunities to employ Afghan refugees
2022 WCMA Wage & Workforce Survey
2022 WCMA Job Fair at CheeseExpo
Development of a WCMA onboarding video training series for new dairy processing
employees

​The meeting will also offer a live polling feature for participants, and members are
encouraged to submit questions they'd like posed to the group in advance. WCMA staff
will wrap the meeting with a brief overview of other workforce and education resources
available to WCMA members now.

Have questions? Please contact WCMA Senior Director of Programs & Policy
Rebekah Sweeney.

REGISTER NOW

List Your Job Openings with WCMA
WCMA's online jobs board currently features industry career opportunities from member
companies Arena Cheese, Crystal Farms, Emmi Roth USA, Masters Gallery Foods,
RELCO, Springside Cheese, and Winona Foods. WCMA members are invited to post

https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-workforce-and-education-committee-meeting
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/events/wcma-workforce-and-education-committee-meeting
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/career-opportunities
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wa_A4EwrlR2FGb6gGKuhbU9XTsFkXxsopeenyVKoHQ_T9-83j4QrnziensJs_X65i7lhIbJ0NbATd7CPpzkPmf2R9FuC3lrcT-B9HVCLiiWG0BnOzLaPJ2rrFsDZ06yaKqnPvgnBGqi_BxnBMXTzQ-qVGkONSG0RhQRbgBdp8eWUcSoCgdriR2iSl8a06G5wWPAuZg66aBauJ51_ptJ3fhjHttaQS8WZPCId84_RzhWPSistR93STSATyMpeyfiGuDIuDjwi_9wt-NfHPt2U_w==&c=i0Cab9iqdMGP2I333T49Mc7RFSMPAJYuVhBXTuvH-MKJUjZsIFrPMg==&ch=G_-TizXRpnflq7gytSJx3LreE1zBgf3uqXPVa9v5yyjLCRO66mq3aQ==


openings anytime. It's free and easy!

ADD CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEMBERSHIP

Participate in 2022 WCMA Member Directory
Join your colleagues and WCMA in the production of
your 2022 Member Directory! In keeping with this
year's theme, "Together We Grow," WCMA seeks
your images and stories of professional
development throughout the dairy processing
industry.

By close of business on November 5, please submit
photos to WCMA Communications Director Grace
Atherton with a brief description of why the
employee or team pictured values their work and/or
how WCMA has helped support their career in the
dairy industry. Examples of previous featured images
are available in the 2021 Member Directory
(pictured at right).

WCMA's Member Directory also offers exceptional advertising opportunities. Placing
an ad in our directory connects your company with over 600 dairy processors,
manufacturers, marketers, suppliers, and their employees. Limited spaces are available,
and the deadline to purchase ad space is October 29, so act now to reserve your spot.

Have questions about directory advertising? Please contact WCMA Business &
Membership Manager Sara Schmidt.

WCMA Social Media Campaign Highlights Dairy
Processing Industry Leaders

WCMA invites you to get to know the 21 enthusiastic industry leaders who serve on our
Board of Directors and guide our work each day. We'll profile the Board on Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn, and in this newsletter on a weekly basis. This week, we're pleased to
introduce Mike Neu of Chr. Hansen, Inc.!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff-2GLh_ehheSmKv1riDWd4PhbZs6xIy1XmweOdpzSu_b2Cg/viewform
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/contribute-to-2022-member-directory
mailto:gatherton@wischeesemakers.org
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/wcma/WCMA_MemberDirectory_2021_HighRes_PROOF.pdf
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/c889196c001/8be4c5a5-fc24-4d29-9fd5-50e51acb3e17.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/marketing/member-directory-advertising
mailto:sschmidt@wischeesemakers.org


Have an idea for a WCMA social media campaign or other communication? Please
contact WCMA Communications Director Grace Atherton.

WCMA Welcomes New Supplier Members
Join WCMA as we welcome four new supplier members this week: Aquachem of
America, Inc.; Gemak Endustri Gida Makinalari ve Tic. A.S.; J&W Instruments; and
Milk Moovement. Primary contacts for all companies can be found in WCMA's online
member directory.
 
For 130 years, WCMA has served as the voice of cheese and dairy manufacturers,
processors, marketers, and suppliers to the industry. Today, WCMA represents 110 dairy
processing companies and cooperatives operating across the U.S. and around the world,
and more than 575 supplier companies. Thanks for your engagement and support.

Sign Up Colleagues for WCMA E-Newsletters
Thanks for subscribing to WCMA's weekly e-newsletter! This benefit is available to all
WCMA member employees. Let us know if we should add your colleagues to our mailing
list, or if you'd like to share feedback on our communications.

WisCheeseMakers.org  ​  ​  ​

mailto:gatherton@wischeesemakers.org
https://www.aquachemofamerica.com/
https://www.gemak.com.tr/
https://www.jwinst.com/
https://www.milkmoovement.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FfWiRs4j4sZb-cXrLLFUOtpvRZ22K4PTNwWyUV77_GSZaJX4P6s4ouyeyBSrOFlPvHM7A4kNG5NlN35SxQ_0dTX8uYGodCNXSIkmoHzCksed9ZTmW6yqes3YASS13-3w4ipl9YPZkheJTFghPKiXuLcZyr7plUW36h6gvJNVdlvHlqKIaRzxhJLUC4vdKcnR-03d1TgguDJ9WtCOPNXIShxLsbpT_qjb&c=WX0_43xjtMc5iv0I8S67h1F6qYAaxexSkYyELdpZ4FYYzeCEiG6IHA==&ch=QMT_M_QYa9lB81HLc-Nr_7qXW5nHkqJWp362oqYbco4naAv6FSe9Mg==
mailto:sschmidt@wischeesemakers.org
http://wischeesemakers.org
https://www.facebook.com/WisCheeseMakers
https://twitter.com/WICheeseMakers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-cheese-makers-association/?viewAsMember=true

