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Walker Proposes $50M Boost for Rural Economy
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker is proposing a $50 million
annual investment in rural economic development projects.

In his State of the State address last week, Walker outlined his
hope for the proposed Rural Economic Development Fund: to
stimulate private investments and attract workers to rural jobs
in 56 of Wisconsin's 72 counties.

Under the Governor's plan, the Wisconsin Economic
Development Coproration could distribute funds through
existing program, or new programs that gain legislative
approval.  Eligibility would be restricted to companies operating
in 56 of the state's 72 counties; that is, the more rural, less
densely populated parts of Wisconsin.

Walker also announced his support for the creation of a
$200,000 scholarship fund to encourage students to take agriculture courses at a state technical
college or the University of Wisconsin College of Agriculture, and a $500,000 boost in annual
funding for the Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grant program.

WCMA is connecting with state officials on how the Governor's proposals may be of benefit to
those in the dairy processing wing of Wisconsin's agricultural economy, and will keep you
informed of opportunities.

DNR Moves to Restrict Manure
Spreading in 15 Counties
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is
taking steps to limit manure spreading, under public
pressure stemming from complaints of polluted wells.

Last week, the Natural Resource Board voted
unanimously to restrict spreading in 15 counties on



the state's eastern border, an area in which cattle populations have grown significantly and soils
make groundwater particularly prone to contamination from manure.

Under the DNR plan, all farms with less than two feet of topsoil would be prohibited from
spreading manure, and farms with between two feet and 20 feet of soil would need to adhere to
gallon restrictions and manure spread rates.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation supports the rules and the Wisconsin Dairy Business
Association (DBA) supports the agency's general approach, though it hopes to see a few
changes before implementation.  DBA has stated that limits on spreading should not be imposed
on farms without reliable soil maps that show the true depth of the soil.

The regulations now go to Governor Walker and legislative leaders for review.  Lawmakers
have 60 days to object to the rules or demand modifications.

WCMA Technology Committee to Hear from Wisconsin DNR
WCMA's Technology Committee will meet jointly with members of the Midwest Food Products
Association at Noah's Event Center in Madison from 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on Thursday, February
15.  The agenda features talks from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources leadership and
wastewater specialists.

This committee is open to all.  If you're interested in participating in this free event, contact
WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

WCMA Notes: Recognizing
Barriers to Growth

What are the hurdles blocking dairy processing growth
in Wisconsin?

WCMA put this question to members who together use
the vast majority of fresh farm milk in Wisconsin.
Processors handling about half the state's milk replied.

In the February edition of WCMA Notes, Executive
Director John Umhoefer details three concerns nearly all
manufacturers shared.  Read on, here.

In the News...
Wall Street Journal: A shortage of trucks is forcing
companies to cut shipments or pay up

Wisconsin State Journal: Scott Walker open to gas tax
hike, tax cuts elsewhere, to land federal road funding

CNN: Panera Bread recalls cream cheese over listeria
concerns

Euractiv: Danish illegal "feta" cheese exports face EU probe

Reedsburg Times-Press: Oversupply of milk, low prices cause concern for area dairy farmers

Isthmus: Not processed! Cold pack cheese is as real as curds or aged cheddars (Featuring
Cedar Grove Cheese and Pine River Pre-Pack)

Westby Times: Governor proclaims Westby the "Cottage Cheese Capital of
Wisconsin" (Featuring Westby Cooperative Creamery)
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Zimmerman Cheese's Paul Witke talks
with Students & Leaders Network

Wisconsin State Farmer: Dairy Business Association elects new board member (Featuring
Grande Cheese)

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Wisconsin cheeses, beer, coffee and chocolate win
awards (Featuring LaClare Farms and Landmark Creamery)

Real Simple:  Whole Foods launches new line of vegan cheese

Bon Appetit: Butterkase: The best cheese you've never tried (Featuring Cedar Grove Cheese)

NPR/The Salt: The cheese does not stand alone: How fungi and bacteria team up for a tastier
rind

Cheese Champion Tickets On Sale Now
Cheese fans should act quickly to reserve their tickets
to Cheese Champion, the signature public event of the
World Championship Cheese Contest.
 
This evening reception, set for Thursday, March 8 at
the Monona Terrace Convention Center in Madison,
features a tasting of more than 50 Contest stand-outs
from all over the world, local specialty foods, and craft
beer samples.

Attendees also have the rare opportunity to learn the
intricacies of cheese evaluation from Contest judges, and will be present as the winner of the
2018 World Championship Cheese Contest is announced for the first time.
 
Cheese Champion tickets cost just $25 per person, and are on sale now at
WorldChampionCheese.org.  With a limit of 500 attendees, space will sell out well in advance
of the event.

WCMA Partners with Students & Leaders
Network to Reach Emerging Workforce

Our challenging labor market makes connecting with
the emerging workforce critically important.

WCMA is now partnering with Students & Leaders
Network to reach Wisconsin high school and share
information about the multitude of job opportunities in
cheesemaking.

This week, Zimmerman Cheese co-owner Paul Witke,
active in WCMA's Education and Policy Committees,
gave an energetic interview on what it's like to work in a
dairy processing facility and why it's a great career
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choice.  The video, entitled "A 'Cheddar' Path: Careers in Cheesemaking" will soon be available
online for guidance counselors to share with classes and with individual students.

WCMA will share a link when it's available, and help to promote the piece with guidance
counselors across Wisconsin.

Complete WCMA's 2018 Wage 
and Workforce Survey Now

In an effort to collect and share the information your company
needs to compete in a challenging labor market, WCMA has
distributed its 2018 Wage and Workforce Survey to members.
 
Dairy manufacturers and processors completing the survey by
February 21 will receive a report detailing industry wages and
benefits.  Results will be shared without identifying involved
companies and responses will be held in strict confidence.

TAKE THE SURVEY

Should you have questions about this survey, please contact WCMA Communications and
Policy Manager Rebekah Sweeney. Thank you for your participation.

WCMA Congratulates Front-Line Supervisor Training Grads

WCMA welcomed 22 students to Madison College on Tuesday for the Association's
popular Front-Line Supervisor Training program.  The group was engaged, sharing real-
world challenged and developing strategies to address them in their plant.

WCMA salutes their employers, Burnett Dairy Cooperative, Ellsworth Cooperative
Creamery, Crave Brothers Farmstead Cheese, Renard's Cheese, Saputo, Schuman
Cheese, V&V Supremo-Chula Vista Cheese, Wapsie Valley Creamery, Westby
Cooperative Creamery,  and Widmer's Cheese Cellars, for investing in continuing
education.

To learn more about WCMA training programs or to register for upcoming classes, visit
WisCheeseMakers.org.  You may also contact WCMA Communications and Policy
Manager Rebekah Sweeney.

WCMA Scholarship Applications
Due February 28
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2017 WCMA Scholarship Recipients

WCMA will again offer five student scholarships in
2018, worth a total of $15,000. Those interested in
being considered for an award have until February 28
to submit an application.
 
Employees or children of employees at WCMA dairy
manufacturing, processing, or marketing member
companies may apply for the WCMA Myron P. "Mike"
Dean Cheese Industry Student Scholarship . Two
students will receive scholarship awards of $3,000
each.
 
Employees or children of employees at WCMA supplier member companies may apply for the
WCMA Cheese Industry Supplier Student Scholarship. Three students will receive scholarship
awards of $3,000 each.
 
Applicants must supply transcripts, a letter of recommendation, and a completed application
form by February 28, 2018. Forms may be found here or can be directly requested from WCMA
Communications and Policy Manager Rebekah Sweeney.

Register Now and Save 10%
Make plans to join more than 3,000 of your industry colleagues and friends at the International
Cheese Technology Expo, April 17-19 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Register now and save 10%.
 
ICTE 2018's line-up of seminars focus on challenges in global trade, pathogen control and food
safety, cheese quality issues and solutions, growth opportunities in specialty cheese, and whey
and dairy proteins.  Two limited-enrollment seminar tracks are also being offered for artisan
cheesemakers and for human resources and managerial staff.

 ICTE SEMINARS

ICTE 2018's exhibit floor will feature 295 companies offering everything from air and water
treatment to cheesemaking equipment, and from ingredients to robotics.  A complete list of
exhibitors and a show floor plan is available now.

 ICTE EXHIBITS

WCMA Welcomes New Members
A warm WCMA welcome goes to two new dairy
manufacturing members: Saxon Creamery and Westby
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Cooperative Creamery.

This week, WCMA also welcomes six new supplier
members: DairyAmerica, HAF Equipment, Inc., Heat and
Control, Inc., IEH Laboratories & Consulting Group, JW
Winco, and RWS Design and Controls, Inc.

WCMA is proud to serve more than 600 dairy
manufacturers, processors, marketers, and industry supplier partners.

In Memoriam...
WCMA mourns with the family of Donald M. Lensmire, 86, of Kewaunee, who passed away on
Saturday, January 27.  A Wisconsin licensed cheesemaker, Donald worked at Lake to
Lake, Ellisville Dairy, and the United States Dept. of Agriculture during his career.

Friends may attend the visitation on Saturday, February 3 from 9:00-10:45 a.m. at St. Therese
Parish, St. Joseph-St. John Site, Pilsen, 860 WI 29, Luxemburg.  The funeral will follow at 11:00
a.m.  More detail can be found here.

In Brief...
WMEP invites WCMA members to participate in their free one-hour webinar, "Creating a Food
Safety Culture & Competencies."  Presented by Food Safety Specialists Peg Dorn and Lindsey
Trickey, the program covered needed qualifications and regulatory basics for small and medium-
sized food processors.  To learn more and register, click here. 

***

Register now for WMMB's PCQI training sessions, set for March 27 in Green Bay and March 29
in Madison.  These training sessions include a 16-module online course which must be
completed prior to the one-day workshop.

***

WCMA members are invited to participate in a series of interactive, educational web conferences
on labor law in Wisconsin, hosted by the Department of Workforce Development.  These
sessions provide basic information about fair employment, worker's compensation, vocational
rehabilitation, labor standards, and unemployment insurance.  Learn more and register here.
 
***

Registration is now open for the upcoming Wisconsin Association for Food Protection's
Pasteurizer Operation and Procedures class, set for April 10 in Appleton.  Learn more and
register here.

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association | 608-286-1001 | www.wischeesemakers.org
5117 West Terrace Dr., Ste. 402, Madison, Wisconsin 53718  
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