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Shutdown Enters Day 28, Impacts U.S. Dairy Industry
The shutdown of the United States federal government has now entered day 28, making it the
longest in the nation's history.  Impacts on the agricultural industry are widespread, though
agency heads are now working to address the most pressing concerns.

On Wednesday, U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue ordered 2,500
employees back to work without pay at half of the country's Farm Service Agency locations,
noting the offices would be open for three days to address producers' concerns over existing farm
loans.  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has also demanded 150 furloughed employees
resume inspections of high-risk foods.

Unfortunately, implementation of the new Farm Bill remains at a standstill, and the release of
several key USDA reports, including the much-anticipated World Agriculture Supply and Demand
Estimates, has been delayed.  The start of U.S. trade negotiations with the E.U. and Japan have
been delayed due to the federal government shutdown, as well.

For more on these and other shutdown developments, review the news stories linked below.

USA Today: Inspections resume for high-risk foods like seafood, baby formula
Yahoo: Seven foods to avoid during the shutdown
CNBC: USDA calls back 2,500 workers from shutdown furlough as farmers wait for trade
war bailouts
Minnesota Public Radio: Thanks to shutdown, expected farm data wasn't released Friday.
Here's why that matters
Wall Street Journal: Shutdown could delay trade talks with EU, Japan, Grassley warns
Politico: Farmers shut off from their federal lifelines as shutdown persists
Eau Claire Leader-Telegram: Shutdown delays Dairy Margin Coverage program rollout

Final Reminder: Comments to
FDA on Dairy Labels Due January

28

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUvNowFZdLZLfBpOq_pw6KhTk0BzCe-oHrnCoDPWeZu6Yj6llDwEG_HY2izvssFKlfgkKeJpMavIyynAYFcOZ4gTtTMDW0Kx5qTXT8qKrxQiA2xyQ_Aj6ozptge6iQtbwp23HOUnoVvqSMQTNAptLGXJmrDPpF_HCl8eDqU_R3LFGwpWfVdRuW_wTHDggRR844zb7w4xCNNcwkWKY0AT9kG7esu6gHJK1AME2MA95RMrE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUQRIIzC9lhm1jGVDqVgjNjPd18eBobQuNQhyMbC6q5GV6vEuCKVoGZqm-8B30KS-iSLDcmNbWwpjxBt1i-CPPR-Tp5lE8cH9f8Kv0QvJgoFCsABHiwrvpw7PjZ9AZd2YtnezU3QSzDoqdYXBdm6GvMRTmT6w6h9X_CNXVQdiXaeEVgobilFtojct6CoVyIUUK&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUNomrq5vhq13WWOez5tXerFDy7zzqsBe68m-zVcit6yh9oy9oEMp5_CwzGRzYSV0YV3V83NneSR0ghXfl4zHnntr5Ol-pVauc3bPh4BvPlJKe1ruL2s5ZYwq-_ahCABLgkfgSt8ClWtcOGvucJ8BwCJ_GRZsdK0oyYqqKlIYJxMHp6lVGxXgMza065Lxip7KsFUGspxZp6j6jqMhHj9H_V1IdKmnOXFUvkM_7X7wfTP9L6JogPLDwU1WvMFegQ3zf&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU6j1n2JBkg6lwJNnv_CpcMZ5-N4pWIB4i4AA6oxBT6s7WnxjdngxY2yao_tOqkGSTwcgozp_PZx77UBQBsozAoXDMeIlSNsPL-oUjeYaf9Ld-Kc4Zpt4MEkenj8zh13ynoKRetsifZkDpFCkdubQQposFQ7m5RduOwAFjEYgyeI-r9we-icoMKCanCW39mOo2&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUhf5unQ48pVWrb8lIMamMVTDpZAHfS4jubmHXE_TbAIvh0swAmcIn33CuoofNftgOYR0rKfFkHVicJgKtJJo6K0sNDR56auJPH81dkh9ggRrRMEbd7Z9xIjNB2MKC1sTALp9PeFMrC0WjnLjWbUkqHdduvWneMvWdDWOfME86QiMzH_s-Pi1yEiA2BrDehZyktfWLDr8RVVHBZR9XtshDFqEaDF8f5wGE&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIURKrW-SWfBp8nYDcIEmlVxArjyrWTQOyZ71LFmu5rgadqWsmbwXncXT9IrMSrYFqCR-MExQLXVxueDuXeOzBAM71r-iC1ZKLYckmoaquBDDUXY9uuYFkgXvD-VwiJT3z4eeKkHlCOnhfDUABnuiNbmv11-Qc3oGoc4XmUwYvJ9lLtqIbfoPHqEeN_RdZXlJdkHegXt3W3aySp3vhqpDrEluGdMlasfozg&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU9KAShFMOY9-JajqtdTymGcdpSYeRoqkL_NH9N5XA79HYZyt2Rz7_WPu2rzM2Gx00ZwrPhdWjXFlPok3CWyBa5u4n32Z9JDzFQ_NdUknwCq78Z5VPkH-d99_ydR1M4qfvjAQst1mocSUnaC-02nfhxC52vVAyGFyujAGDwc4G1dpWjV3aoeZW-gh95ZqpDLgdLCkAlpt7_8zqPaDeB5kvlNnMNcwKJekgpkMpUI1A46eaW5GV35D0xGzpdug-AdqxDCb3Sg03HvVrC1MgBBAY-qIIyGSfnVF3_q8tyrn3TiZxVoyOTnVCeIB9cnXedm0i&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50mL8nAVBQvBWxKymQOfircvpHJ97M2K27MQR5OcqIMl4GlJxuzYZ0VotJKXhUvx1uKV0U_FJ0MUnLjccL2iFaPlI6WVVECYuuZb9mN_0FEZrhIMUfDpLpwmPBTdqDwnmevdTQYK7psmpy4cSXJMcLoM=&c=&ch=


WDATCP Secretary Brad Pfaff and WCMA's
Rebekah Sweeney on Inauguration Day

WDATCP Deputy Secretary
Randy Romanski

The Food and Drug Administration deadline for
comments on the use of dairy labels for plant-based
products is Monday, January 28.  To submit a
comment, click here.

WCMA Notes: Dairy and the 
Evers Administration 

Earlier this month, Wisconsin welcomed a new governor
and state leadership in key roles.  But, what will they
mean for Wisconsin's dairy industry?

WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer shares insight
on Governor Tony Evers and agency heads in the latest
edition of WCMA Notes.  Click here to read on!

Join Us for WCMA Lobby Day
WCMA staff is connecting with new state leaders to
convey members' legislative and policy priorities in this
transitional window.

The Association's Policy Committee is set to meet
with new Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade,
and Consumer Protection Secretary Brad Pfaff and
key state legislators in Madison on Wednesday,
January 30.

To join us for WCMA's Lobby Day, please contact
WCMA Communications, Education, and Policy
Director Rebekah Sweeney.

Romanski, James Join
Pfaff to Lead WDATCP

Long-time public servant Randy Romanski has been tapped to serve
as Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade, and Consumer Protection (WDATCP) under incoming
Secretary Brad Pfaff.

Romanski has spent the past eight years working as Safety
Programs Chief at the Department of Transportation.  He served as
WDATCP Deputy Secretary from April 2008-August 2010, stepping
in to serve as Secretary during the final months of the Doyle
Administration.  He has also worked as Executive Assistant at the
Department of Natural Resources and Deputy Chief of Staff for Governor Jim Doyle.

Angela James is set to join WDATCP as Assistant Deputy
Secretary on Tuesday, January 22.

James is familiar to many in the Wisconsin dairy processing

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUQwqOjmbxqeE1SJMmws1Y53-lLogFpji4kXXfAdN4A28X96JA-tycp_AdY5U6BGixR2UwARSFfvOGo3QxQ48jMmv_frN06VO1DSG_WaPRFuW5Cq-0NopTNIRIFS0ZkiyT7j6R9a2k4YUuFfiC5ygmOLrCWGkpYr8F&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUjQEdDwHDbz9mqVKFXmPsLB1QXzmqdAJ68Sh5XIsZKYfQ2i9qsFSWrd7iHpjih-7B3tNMm2SLgwjvWAMPfL1ZWIVGzcI35DUrZmsjW-7__0ipWwkC5d-4-YAuotrGLMrB5wa_ilDv0mASxHOq8q7K6XuWynPMfOdxzlFa_ynJCkDlS934WnclFW_3Lb7gEpH-&c=&ch=
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org


WDATCP Assistant Deputy
Secretary Angela James

industry through her work in private practice on water quality
matters including National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permitting, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
engagement, and nutrient trading.

She worked as a consultant for the Wisconsin Cheese Makers
Association from 2016 through 2018, and WCMA staff looks
forward to working with her in her new role.

USA Today: Food recalls up 10 percent since 2013 as foodborne illnesses kill 3,000
Americans per year
Wall Street Journal: Farms, more productive than ever, are poisoning drinking water in
rural America
ABC News: Trump formally nominates acting chief Andrew Wheeler to EPA administrator
Associated Press: Judge: Wisconsin improperly gave up authority to dairy group
New Hampshire Public Radio: Agriculture proposes "New Hampshire's Own" dairy label
Food Ingredients First:  Chobani launches new plant-based recipe for U.S. market but
advocates EU non-dairy labeling rules
Food Ingredients First:  Kraft Heinz launches natural cheese range made from milk
without rbST hormone
The Takeout: The race to produce a truly American cheese
Dairy Foods: The secret to good, aged cheese
San Francisco Chronicle: Bay Area artisans represent well in 2019 Good Food Awards
(Featuring Uplands Cheese)
Wisconsin State Farmer: Salemville Cheese Co-op creates market for Amish farmers'
milk (Featuring Salemville Cheese Co-op)
Vernon County Broadcaster: Viroqua's Luke Zahn to be featured in episode of "Discover
Wisconsin" January 19 (Featuring Carr Valley Cheese, Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery-
Comstock Creamery, and Widmer's Cheese Cellars)
WSAU-TV: Cheesemaker to close (Featuring Bletsoe's Cheese)
WSAW-TV: Bletsoe's Cheese in Town of Hamburg to close (Featuring Bletsoe's Cheese)
WAOW-TV: Marathon County cheese factory to close (Featuring Bletsoe's Cheese)

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU61tqKp722vGN2KeWWNeVOU9Hhl9i9UfsoyGBTstroSYcAvVNC1Xbq8oaudHK7svDvx9OxhslzJDTdJjORcV8QFHCNsuUcfZIPnseDbz-cIB70wPbPk6npQ-p8HLUWljiRBEU8PV_QmabKj8Aia8LyWWQGi9CXwUmMlPVszLaHHQJX3oTMbLln-1VorBNEp467GUbWxQReOXGv8-3Mc6HTmcwmm3Zl3bn445IJb6P-I48WLar8GI_noXdWpZrHW2Q4hqpP8STStWE-aG72tQFADgjRzRwnX_OsIvSnqhR27o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUyCToUrrXURKKR-GmYP_M004Gljrh_-BNGL-ssW9EeFFrVfHnMXy2H3HgnMWJouLbWs_ZwH-JlSWSgYY6-VGunxTnDjOCtAAntA-wRQYoQr0iaYJzfRpj3Loxd3lM3VvfoToCe38vbijU5K-vfUZcMsrLjDkc19O1tndKKtstvrdnEfIoPfyxhtD7ywgKGvy3rImaeZ5jdmJ9IPQZuPGflawrRN2ikpdHc81dSjoAaUo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUzgAXsvKaKry8OReK0ftPHCKi__OiQf72p8fWyv90mnKlGR195H3z35OwEOSQRWBe5WspUuq4vR391f_NLQlLylFB85qF-AvfKvBOR6HsNPBw_ysU-8JNyjlVEi29j_1Fz3oDv_1DOQpc2AElt34T_U3ab-5pNwyb8S7K-hasbRfDB28sz8qUJi3ZLW_VPpq7cnR-DV90nN1ByWkmnPqssURN-_A7I06AIq_DJNbv3yI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU1buQVZew1hoiC6dqBb8t3V5JL15jE8VAO7obfo8Xe_yOMqXpxEz65FnukYRADPiD1zXo6HWpZUDRCCrg6lsg8JrDOZ9_xwOcYpUa8KypZD-O7XuViKZoFdd9Ot15jIiEa5rogrjJRuDt4bgh3aXO16Y3rj-5rfoYMvRzBzpST1ECy4QiFoxUL9jH2EljA2NQAtrMQgbeQwH1Kt2Kk8L5qvBfFzMo84D1&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUGIQM4uFE2lX0A7WJol6rSJ4p8hxoO6JsWxzXC_3cWVEXSDpwe5vfHw9ASkdg7tNIE_5FfD7WrdvqyUGpuDbO_E8KHQ3ZOz-Tm52rTFbXY7K9y6EXeep3mWRvfINLMJcaQ5x0m5hzSaM0Rbyjm6vz32HeRgK9HL1vA7GjF_MbpjOlfGrBJU6EqKaLGwYXmdoFanBeFNr641U=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUnKHrLsRYj5HD8pz6YgMbf33R4rBAoE4FD9tTDapMxwM5kOmrnzE9M4AcAKNeclyCUaTx2Uw-_X9xYdDMal0XgqhzQ-oNQyi1HJNePrR1qRAX7Yd8LaN0Of36auNZV72bEBZiAuWYJy1ZQFQ-La9d2gtoGPaE94xYWT5qU1hwqtG7It9qwVDnW4D3MZTTprJllzSWQ5VAw3XxjkkISoHCEHNvMnVjykOiNL738q7KdnvAv46JvPQ8R4Ulw8A8G4Rl2rhiwRsJ_iGTNaUuo43zOUM-S42eAbj0&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUWUFVqSuErIOFDAR2WcUpLhW4UstFd-dF764b0swWrEY4zFbj1v5mdPdocTJ_XzwY7F0u0BxD4CaFuRt02ww9exe5LzZ7e0_fkBA-VTcVYCbg33v6POgldkX935-jomwFroUcHwsH0YT1kwPZra221gDIXPwrRiptxufi6_KIfkumS-ZQCxHReUCJQhomog9Gj8XkaW1EuBn3PtccYpghkCRjY_SI2nifTfsQ4dBmuEcBwYmY_b4xcLkSeFP_tKTHYZd6UHE_hvCEvMYYU9Pp3w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUBjPnZCgt0sEneDbaMb_zigmE2aQxFIZS_IVUN2FtYlnVP3MeTXaTkWfQrQRgYD96F_9LdAYV7i-GHCfbh2hy5onYHNgF-wo271k021WFnWUIJ_jKr23QP0rdqAtsem_KaTJR5qcoP4-2Q4LOYDqlwCyrc9HU2hcKPvS0tHzNIQ051riVC-UjK60Um58Ma1lT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUTS9tkcUQPeoOJiYsoWQi0ZudO2CuqvQVPLpXIo558d27Z-sULtHNJgoTmsyZ5Voi5FRbMP5jPaRGlp2LO6L35J4CNonGqi3m09LPnFznOcBLZdRNr3wYXQDrONyRvgU4AZgKX5ngCcaL4WRtI9eGE16k93wOW8uC2JvjJ_-h0ieN4hB_P8dLYQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU1IOAWPsSdjKDyGatARPEyzOFr9UoEPwY4tMjlHYwKVQTEKoJZQ6dEzpssIl82P4ZMfK1SeMHASJj0oqN2nEITpDhcH_sQlkoI1kCGng4dPTeJeNXMN-vH4y7RZTEUufgHsZ-4Giu0cST8RjmKet2e2lRxE58YD-uo_9O0HgLnmTLtPUkWDeuGW15V0ttQUpR2PvV-lBH0lIvAvdjM0KIrg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU6_L82s2Dlv_tjZzZrRlSuSYhCunfgjXLnE2rGcD8-xg79E9gYPy9WWhc-4ttHjjjDorsuYeJSrpPph3PMNCBIg1nTn2hkBeBQz6UHW6-0WcBPESF39JygPqkLf2omZZ2V6GPlQZNq2IodxKjZ2O-7pu9d6jFNC2EwJG__rDgJFgkHvGOnfklTG13dfZvZlmD6XY5PeFiJQPtkbrkWwntTc2mXHpN-fDulnoAOip11gbg5XIxU0WJCDl4hQdWFSnjyADTa1t65U4ii-5UXSXPujNkzLTitO3gPV7jwaaX5h-1AasOIEkTWvFeSC0Poiv26JWh5CRXKLYXCbPEuXTbl0P76_RcLD-8&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUXQCqpwSr4Mv5L9G2Rn6AMiwg11Braa4oPGeK_JETj-dEtPaEkYUAQksy30Zv297uTg6tKfdzUFndw1bvoMn_je_Ms5LR5t4mRSBExqanBAq0-uwc7oGpT0YqeIIrKejfWqSHQIbrJEsInh6J-Yv5jj3R6ruw-JtkQ_87CLNxtVUJ0dZhj599wKwL2NbocfaIEycaGBZTN4CJV0fHrfSaZcjCtbuRypLdyCKY6VBXoY0qNnPUi1S40ebn9Q1brd0IBJ_RkAjzrKzGrv0Sp0i5bcINtP6XE2Sci8zv9RkV-7WeMpGOfIgPl6aj5LAi1xMM&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUbQONLtDPualCQCRpkfqE5mFBOBMNVTEtjNpIV9poSG1JrAXdjFNXYSkOtwTUGiiBhJ9djdvDTnzr6bnNryRu9zKgozCCDYA1ndska4uMB8ROzLA19rvswJvsEBR9oD29sKsMhC5QlArXpzx1hMgKvkAn0SxbE3BXRrS_MER1JDzDFY3HCdaTbg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUbcTNym-GPFGvn2f635cHKwnfjNhR3JbNuJCGfF9T6S-xAHQIM5FLk-I53QFn0PEa7sCVyYDOA63xJrva-T5o_rgDm5ahR9YZRSXSTHdmTD7wHYzQuFJfhLvSwOmcOtJsuD6HTZeHfrLtjRm_Rd27Zabb8kr2Hb753NhmqAX_wB18GW7KpucqsUd-2HWEvMFo2Mw6CZjhj4Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIUSIaEKcdgNYXN2wt7hXRzeR1e9EI6TN3FduVmedFY6n4DJbC0xQHNK7x-I-NR49zu9gzX03ItxNOJwViSy_xGj812Y9JzHMlO0IUZkpYlu1oU-7-ulfpnxTZnclPLojPzfj5-82_bnKnlI3VUvTRh3-FmDLU3CSJ6H_r4GZ28ePcQ-f24Mer9Xg==&c=&ch=


Entry Deadline January 31!
Enter the U.S. Championship Cheese Contest by
January 31 for a chance to call your cheese the
nation's best.

Thousands of cheese, butter, yogurt, and dry dairy
foods entries in a record 116 classes will be evaluated
by the Contest's respected judging team March 5-7 in
Green Bay, Wisconsin.

More information and online entry are available at
USChampionCheese.org.

Join Us for Cheese
Champion!

Be there for the exciting moment the next
champion is named!

A limited number of tickets to Cheese
Champion, the Contest's pinnacle event, are
available now at USChampionCheese.org.

Held Thursday, March 7 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
the KI Convention Center in Green Bay, 
Cheese Champion features more than 50 Contest cheeses and a unique, guided tasting
experience from Contest judges.  Wisconsin cheesemakers will offer samples of their specialty
products.  Tickets cost just $30, and they're selling quickly.  Reserve yours today!

WCMA Members Well Represented at Winter Fancy Food
Show

WCMA members - and Contest champs - were out in full force this past week at the Winter
Fancy Food Show in San Francisco!  Pictured above is WCMA Events Manager Kirsten
Strohmenger with representatives from Savencia Cheese USA, winners of the 2018 World
Championship Cheese Contest.  Visit WCMA's Facebook page for pictures of our friends from
BelGioioso Cheese, Cabot Creamery Cooperative, Carr Valley Cheese, Crave Brothers
Farmstead Cheese, Door Artisan Cheese Company, Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery, Hook's
Cheese, LaClare Family Creamery, Marieke Gouda, Nasonville Dairy, Pine River Pre-Pack,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50phwM-hWN3F2t7UsoxdErBscpkICaoRnP8MwVXWKBPx3jbnlws7_IoCsy2AFEVqaO_pCS5a4tMqtxpzRNm_mrClczY-LoSkXd9geS9l3_skWcLd7si93QzW9GW2nEHBUVA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50phwM-hWN3F2t7UsoxdErBscpkICaoRnP8MwVXWKBPx3jbnlws7_IoCsy2AFEVqaO_pCS5a4tMqtxpzRNm_mrClczY-LoSkXd9geS9l3_skWcLd7si93QzW9GW2nEHBUVA==&c=&ch=
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Prairie Farms Dairy, Renard's Cheese, Saputo Cheese USA, Sartori Cheese, Saxon Creamery,
V&V Supremo, and Wisconsin Aging & Grading Cheese.

Seminar Schedule Announced
WCMA and the Center for Dairy Research have
announced key partnerships with Dairy Farmers of
Wisconsin, the Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy,
and the U.S. Dairy Export Council, to deliver more
educational programming than ever before at the
2019 Cheese Industry Conference.
 
Seminars focus on five main topics: business
development and workforce retention, global
cheese sales, food safety, quality cheesemaking,
and new technology and design practices.

Click Here to Review 2019 CIC Seminar Schedule

Reminder: registration is NOW OPEN for the 2019 Cheese Industry Conference, April 17-18 at
the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wisconsin.
 

Register by January 31 on CheeseConference.org for the best rates!

Reserve Your Tickets by January 31!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50vzaDEjugbIU-8ZwMxkwFZBGVzh_Ye0FQjofVI7Bg8XYUovEO9sEITU_n4ZczOaJ8vGDHD2YZ3wdydgwNjL38uBPrY79WOmF0VmH50U_XSYjg7q53rwGy3E7oT8xVdbFj2Mp_6s6kw3Qaxexoig1b_C8vVQjDWB79OAYRZSSKXaEyLZbWe2kvh9QVTIOhvTMPRmDL6NcEmxgwNQNmztU_Hs=&c=&ch=


Pictured: Specialty Cheese President Paul
Scharfman shares leadership insight with the class

on January 9.

2018 Scholarship Recipients

Join WCMA in 2019 for a Cheese Technology
Tour of the beautiful countries of Austria and
Germany!  Explore cheese manufacturing,
packaging facilities, and cutting-edge suppliers
with your friends in industry September 27-
October 6.

The complete trip agenda is available here, and
features tours of ALPMA, Frischpack, Allgau,
LEEB Flexibles, the Anuga Trade Show, and a
cheese factory in Worgl, Austria.  It balances
work with a bit of adventure, including visits to
Oktoberfest, Neuschwanstein Castle, Fraueninsel, and Salzburg.

Space is limited to 30 persons, and just eight remain available.  Dairy manufacturers have first
priority for seats, followed by cheese processors, marketers, and then supplier members.  A
deposit is required by January 31 to secure a ticket.  Click here to make arrangements, and
direct questions to WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer.

Congrats to WCMA's Learning to Lead Graduates!
WCMA congratulates the graduates of its Learning
to Lead management training series.  This great
group of industry personnel, hailing from Alpine
Slicing & Cheese Conversion, Associated Milk
Producers, Inc., Ellsworth Cooperative
Creamery-Wohlt Cheese, Foreign Type
Cheesemakers Association Laboratory, Grande
Cheese Company, Klondike Cheese
Company, Schuman Cheese-Lake Country
Dairy, Specialty Cheese Company, and Wapsie
Valley Creamery, engaged fully in the classes,
exploring and experimenting with new ways to
build and motivate their teams.

To register for upcoming WCMA trainings, contact WCMA Communications, Education, and
Policy Director Rebekah Sweeney.

Apply by February 20
for WCMA Scholarships

WCMA encourages members and their employees to
apply by Wednesday, February 20 for a chance to
receive one of five scholarships worth $3,000 each.

For complete program details and to download
application forms, click here.

This year, WCMA is also offering a promotional poster
for use in breakrooms, as handouts, or to be used in email communications.  To download the
poster, click here.  Questions may be directed to WCMA Office and Member Service Coordinator

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xs5T_lL9f-2aBIcz3PqoOktKGegGgycwADUFmTQPE2lSOM169Re50m-Ve2JebGfSfbvcxv3GWGs5CSKN7S2d6egIgbyklPdVURkSuju0QpbHVQ2UyeDzMuwYtlNbA9WFM8-QwDSNlmaqCIfiAn-schkHFlpyNJR2KsMfMCKRtvhLUiu4AZiiySpfGhcRkM81Jj34uy2tPjnl79WzLSVx_1oOsC7GYYrT&c=&ch=
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Sara Schmidt.

WCMA Welcomes Three Members
WCMA warmly welcomes three supplier partners as
members of our Association, including: Axis
Communications, Keyence Corporation of America, and
Zone Mechanical.

For 126 years, WCMA has served as the voice of cheese
and dairy manufacturers, processors, and marketers. Today, our organization includes 105 dairy
companies and cooperatives operating 259 facilities in 22 states, backed by more than 500
companies that supply equipment and services to the dairy industry.

Social Media Opportunity:
National Cheese Lover's Day is

Sunday!
Sunday is one of our very favorite days of the year:
National Cheese Lover's Day!  This holiday is a great
opportunity for social media posts.

Members in Wisconsin may consider content made
available by our friends at Dairy Farmers of
Wisconsin.  Good, shareable content is available here
and on DFW's Facebook page.

In Brief...

Very limited space is still available in UW-River Falls' upcoming HACCP workshop, January 23-
25.  Register now!

***

The 2019 Wisconsin Agricultural Outlook Forum will be held on January 29, 2019.  To view the
agenda and register, click here.

***

Registration is now open for the Wisconsin Process Cheese Seminar, set for February 19-21 at
the Center for Dairy Research.  Click here to learn more and to register today.

***

Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin invites WCMA members to register now for the following educational
opportunities:

Food Defense Training - February 20-21, 2019 | Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
 PCQI Training - March 19, 2019 | Madison, Wisconsin 
Supplier Food Safety Management Course - April 9-10, 2019 | Green Bay, Wisconsin

For more information, contact DFW's Adam Brock. 

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association | 608-286-1001 | www.wischeesemakers.org
5117 West Terrace Dr., Ste. 402, Madison, Wisconsin 53718  

STAY CONNECTED:
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