
Coronavirus Information and Resources
Bulletin Distributed: April 8, 2020

As often news and needs warrant, Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association will
distribute special bulletins alerting you to information and resources related to
industry operations and coronavirus (COVID-19). Your WCMA staff is here to
support you, and we thank you for your important work.

WDNR Issues Disposal Guidance for Processors
WCMA staff has worked in partnership
with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) on guidance
for dairy processors, should they face
emergency disposal of mass quantities
of milk or dairy products.

The guidance outlines step-by-step
procedures, primary contacts, and
options available to dairy
processors. We encourage you to review
this document and share it with
interested parties.

WDNR has also launched compliance website featuring the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's temporary guidance on noncompliance, and a step-by-step
process for working on necessary flexibility.

Milk Disposal Now Reported in 18 States
There are now reports of milk disposal in at least 18 states, including Arizona,
California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Nebraska,
New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont,
Wisconsin, as well as in Canada.

WDATCP Asks Farmers to Report Milk Disposal

https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/wcma/Updated_FACT_SHEET_Targeted_to_Milk_Processors_4_7_20.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/emergency/COVID19Compliance.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/emergency/COVID19Compliance.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/oecamemooncovid19implications.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/oecamemooncovid19implications.pdf
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/arizona-dairy-farmers-struggle-to-sell-enough-milk-dumping-over-100k-gallons-a-day
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/local-dairies-starting-to-dump-extra-milk-supplies/103-98ae6488-9770-4806-bb4b-647ca7c22cca
https://www.news4jax.com/news/2020/04/07/farmers-forced-to-dump-milk-as-coronavirus-sets-back-dairy-industry/
https://www.walb.com/2020/04/07/dairy-farmers-forced-dump-gallons-milk/
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/local/208/pandemic-forcing-some-idaho-dairy-producers-to-dump-milk/277-64db7d93-d55f-45c9-a6ab-bd59ef35426c
https://www.wthr.com/article/covid-19-closures-force-indiana-dairy-farm-dump-excess-milk
https://wnax.com/news/180081-northern-plains-dairy-farmers-dumping-milk/
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/down-the-drain-why-maine-dairy-farmers-are-being-forced-to-dump-milk-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/97-7d2458bf-6ddf-4eb1-b8c8-fa97d2e1bde2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/07/metro/dairy-farms-mass-hit-hard-by-coronavirus-shut-down-schools-businesses/
https://www.omaha.com/money/farmers-are-dumping-extra-milk-this-year-as-dairy-prices-plummet/article_499be562-a9b7-57d4-9432-d342f6763863.html
https://whyy.org/articles/the-dairy-section-is-often-empty-so-why-are-farmers-dumping-milk/
https://www.wlwt.com/article/ohio-dairy-farmers-are-having-to-dump-their-milk-while-some-grocery-stores-limit-purchase-quantities/32040910
https://www.koin.com/news/health/coronavirus/us-farmers-dump-milk-how-oregon-dairies-are-handling-covid-crisis/
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg-dairies-explains-why-farmers-are-dumping-milk/
https://wnax.com/news/180081-northern-plains-dairy-farmers-dumping-milk/
https://www.wkrn.com/community/health/coronavirus/local-dairy-farm-drained-by-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.vpr.org/post/dumped-milk-falling-prices-shrinking-demand-vermont-dairy-and-coronavirus#stream/0
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/milk-dumping-in-wisconsin-empty-shelves-in-the-twin-cities-why/89-66bda5c5-7a21-4d59-b79e-64a5378fe4d3
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52192190


The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
(WDATCP) is asking processors to encourage farmers to report instances of milk
disposal. WDATCP's Farm Center Hotline is 1-800-942-2474 and emails may also
be directed to FarmCenter@wisconsin.gov. In addition to tracking the levels of
disposal in the state, the hotline offers farmers support and resources.

WCMA Continues Push for USDA Purchase
WCMA continues to push for a U.S. Department of Agriculture commodity purchase,
both in work behind-the-scenes with members of Congress and USDA staff, and in
public interviews to apply pressure. Here's a look at the latest headlines.

Yahoo! Finance: 'We're in dire need': Food service shutdown slams dairy
farmers, producers
Wisconsin State Farmer: Ag groups call for USDA action during milk dumping
crisis
SouthernMinn.com: Groups want emergency assistance expedited

Congress Debates Fourth Round of Relief
Democratic Congressional leaders this morning announced their priorities for a
fourth round of coronavirus relief, including a 15 percent increase in funding for
SNAP. Partisan clashes may delay final votes on the package, which Republican
Congressional leaders had hoped to complete this week.

For more on the latest developments, see these news articles.
The Hill: Phase-four virus relief hits a wall
NPR: Congressional leaders at odds on next steps
CNBC: Pelosi and Schumer push for emergency coronavirus bill with at least
another $500 billion in aid

WDWD Ramps Up Push for End to One Week
Waiting Period for Unemployment Benefits

Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (WDWD) Secretary Caleb
Frostman today ramped up a push from the Evers Administration for an end to the
one week waiting period for displaced Wisconsin workers in need of unemployment
benefits. On Monday, WCMA also called for this policy change, and is actively
lobbying members of the Assembly and Senate.

Coronavirus Headline News
Wisconsin:

WISC-TV: Wisconsin coronavirus death toll reaches 100
Green Bay Press Gazette: Child care providers seek hazard pay, health care
coverage as they serve children of essential workers during COVID-19
pandemic

mailto:farmcenter@wisconsin.gov
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/were-in-dire-need-food-service-shutdown-slams-dairy-farmers-producers-200756738.html
https://www.wisfarmer.com/story/news/2020/04/08/ag-groups-call-usda-action-during-milk-dumping-crisis/2955648001/
https://www.southernminn.com/around_the_web/business/article_69f40ab4-b7f6-5c9b-8949-0c974d33558c.html
http:
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/491687-phase-four-virus-relief-hits-a-wall
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/06/828025649/congressional-leaders-divided-on-next-steps-to-confront-coronavirus-threat
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/08/coronavirus-updates-pelosi-and-schumer-call-for-congress-relief-bill.html
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/news/2020/200407-repealing-wait-week.htm
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/news/wcma-calls-for-end-to-waiting-period-for-unemployment-benefits
https://www.channel3000.com/wisconsin-coronavirus-death-toll-reaches-100/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/2020/04/07/wisconsin-child-care-workers-seek-hazard-pay-health-care-coverage-they-operate-through-covid-19-pand/2884960001/


Wisconsin State Journal: Wisconsin waits for spring election results - and then
the lawsuits
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Gas down to 98 cents a gallon in Milwaukee,
statewide average $1.40

National/International:
WFMJ-TV: USDA approves Ohio COVID-19 disaster food distribution program
Wall Street Journal: Coronavirus hits meat plants as some workers get sick,
others stay home
NBC News: U.S. sees deadliest day
Reuters: U.S. coronavirus death projection lowered but official warns of
'second wave'
Reuters: African Americans dying of coronavirus at higher rates
Reuters: Wobbly U.S. fiscal response could deepen coronavirus recession
Successful Farming: USDA says to restrict contact with animals if sick with
COVID-19
CNN: Fauci predicts when kids will return to school
MSN: State-by-state coronavirus news

Visit WisCheeseMakers.org for More Resources
WCMA will provide links to new and timely coronavirus resources for members in
these bulletins, but we want to alert you that we update our coronavirus resources
page on WisCheeseMakers.org daily. Please visit the page for additional information
on employee safety, regulatory flexibility, operations guidance, federal and state
support, and ways to salute your critical, essential staff.

WCMA Key Contacts
WCMA staff is continuously reaching out to dairy manufacturer and processor
members throughout this crisis to identify ways we can be of service. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact us at any time. Here are ways to get in touch.

WCMA Executive Director John Umhoefer: jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
or 608-225-7130
WCMA Communications, Education, and Policy Director Rebekah Sweeney:
rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org or 608-386-3012

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/wisconsin-now-waits-for-the-spring-election-results-and-then-the-lawsuits/article_bd1ba279-363e-5f93-8349-4933d4fcdb96.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/2020/04/08/gas-prices-fall-below-1-around-milwaukee-coronavirus-slows-driving-gasbuddy-clark-woodmans-costco/2968603001/
https://www.wfmj.com/story/41984371/usda-approves-ohio-covid19-disaster-food-distribution-program
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-hits-meat-plants-as-some-workers-get-sick-others-stay-home-11586196511
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/us-sees-deadliest-day-in-covid-19-outbreak/ar-BB12jZBS?li=BBnb7Kz
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/us-coronavirus-death-projection-lowered-but-official-warns-of-second-wave/ar-BB12ktBL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-race/african-americans-dying-of-coronavirus-at-higher-rates-preliminary-data-shows-idUSKBN21Q08O?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-fiscal-analysi/wobbly-u-s-fiscal-response-could-deepen-coronavirus-recession-idUSKBN21Q0H1
https://www.agriculture.com/news/usda-says-to-restrict-contact-with-animals-if-sick-with-covid-19
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/coronavirus/virus-expert-predicts-when-kids-will-return-to-school/vi-BB12hXHd
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/coronavirus/stories-by-state/ar-BB119PB3
https://www.wischeesemakersassn.org/covid-19-resources
mailto:jumhoefer@wischeesemakers.org
mailto:rsweeney@wischeesemakers.org

