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OVERVIEW-DHS 88 QUALITY COMPLIANCE WORKSHEETS
The DHS 88 Quality Compliance Worksheets were developed by WALA and Gail Nordheim Consulting LLC and provides convenient, one-stop resource for AFHs.  The DHS 88 Quality Compliance Worksheets were designed to help AFHs manage the process of becoming DHS 88 compliant so that they can achieve full compliance in a time-efficient, organized and cost-effective manner. 
Complying with AFH regulations is challenging. There are multiple requirements in DHS 88. In addition, since DHS 88 has not been updated for a number of years, several key sections have been superseded by new legislation, including the Wisconsin Caregivers Act and Adult-at-Risk legislation in 2005 Wisconsin Act 388. Other sections of the rule have been changed by numbered memos to reflect changes in practice and expectations. Understanding AFH regulations requires a careful reading not only of DHS 88 but of subsequent numbered memos and related documents.

The WALA DHS 88 Adult Family Home Quality Compliance Worksheets are designed to help AFHs: 

· Understand major DHS 88 requirements and requirements in related numbered memos

· Quickly identify where they are in compliance, and where they need to make changes
· Identify specific steps to take to achieve compliance
The Worksheets include interactive checklists and work planning guides for major DHS 88 requirements. Checklists let users determine whether their AFH meets code requirements. Work planning guides provide step-by-step guidance for how to achieve compliance. Finally, notes throughout the Worksheets refer users to numbered memos, websites and information sources.
Important notes about the WALA DHS 88 Adult Family Home Quality Compliance Worksheets:

· This product is intended to assist AFHs in interpreting and responding to DHS 88 and associated requirements. It is not a substitute for the Administrative Code and subsequent numbered memos. All AFHs are responsible for having a copy of DHS 88, and they should study it carefully. They should also obtain and read all numbered memos relative to Adult Family Homes.

· Some provisions of DHS 88 do not apply to AFHs serving only clients of government correctional agencies. AFHs serving this population should consult the code to determine whether a specific requirement applies to their category of AFH.

· BAL periodically issues numbered memos with requirements that are enforced along with DHS 88. It is essential that AFHs subscribe to the Division of Quality Assurance (DQA) list-serve to ensure that they receive timely notification of numbered memos. To subscribe to the DQA list-serve, go to https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/regulations/listserv-signup.htm.
· An Appendix to the Worksheets suggests recommended best practices. These recommendations are solely the recommendations of the authors, and are not DHS 88 requirements. Most are requirements for CBRFs in the revised DHS 83 which the authors believe could be helpful to AFH licensees in their operations.
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