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WAI Annual Membership Meeting To Take Place at WAI2026 
Save the date for the WAI Annual Membership Meeting in Dallas, Texas, during the 37th Annual

Women in Aviation International Conference on Thursday, March 19, 2026, during the Opening

General Session 9-10 a.m. CST. WAI CEO Lynda Coffman will update attendees on the vision of

our organization and will announce results from the 2026 board of directors’ elections. An

electronic ballot and information on board candidates is detailed below and will be emailed to

all current members.  

Cast Your Vote for the 2026 WAI Board of Directors 

Vote online by midnight (US EST) March 13, 2026 

As a valued WAI member, your participation in the 2026 board of directors election is crucial in

shaping the future direction of our organization. Please take a moment to review the

candidates' profiles on the ballot and cast your vote to help select the leader who will play a

part in guiding WAI. Note that voting closes at midnight (U.S. EST) on March 13, 2026. All

current member bios are available at WAI.org/board-of-directors. 

Christine Bohl is up for re-election for another three-year term. 

Dawit Lemma is up for re-election for another three-year term. 
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Christine Bohl Dawit Lemma

Kudos to WAI2026 Scholarship Recipients!
One of the many benefits or your WAI membership is the opportunity to apply for scholarships
every year. Congratulations to the 87 members who will receive more than $612,000 in financial
support to pursue their dreams and further education for flight training, engineering, dispatch
and career enhancement. Thank you to the 45 generous funders for partnering with WAI in the
WAI2026 scholarship program. 

NEW this year, the scholarship recipients will be celebrated with the WAI community during the
Friday afternoon General Session, March 20 at conference from 1-2 p.m.

E-Ballot - Vote Here

List of WAI2026 Scholarship Recipients

https://atpflightschool.com/land/commercial-pilot.html?utm_source=WAI&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=800x132&utm_campaign=26Q1%20Direct%20Track%20WAI
https://bit.ly/WAI2026BODBallot
https://mcusercontent.com/dc1bacd500d566a07d6468f43/files/3fd77988-ff38-a16a-c8be-869964fe4e85/WAI2026_Recipient_List__01_20_26_Final.pdf


American Airlines Serves as Official WAI2026 Airline in Dallas
As American Airlines celebrates 100 years of connecting people and places around the world,
the airline is proud to announce its partnership with Women in Aviation International (WAI). As a
strategic partner for 2026, American will serve as the first-ever official airline for the 37th
Women in Aviation International Conference at the Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention
Center in Dallas, Texas (Grapevine), March 19 – 21, 2026. 

As part of this milestone collaboration, American Airlines will play an active role throughout
WAI’s 37th annual conference—including awarding eight scholarships, participating in panel
discussions, attending networking events, and sponsoring both the Pioneer Hall of Fame
dinner as well as the Career Panel for Girls in Aviation Day Dallas.

http://wai.org/2026-conference
https://www.wai.org/wai-girls-in-aviation-day-2026


Sign Up for Speed Mentoring at WAI2026
Ready to connect, share your journey, and spark the next step for someone in aviation? Tell us if

you'd like to participate in the Speed Mentoring session as a WAI Mentor at the 2026 WAI

Conference on Thursday, March 19, from 1:30-3:30 p..m. You must be a current WAI

to participate as a WAI Mentor. Remember, one conversation can make a difference. Please

consider being a WAI Mentor during WAI2026 in Dallas!

Chapter Updates
Kick off your WAI2026 conference experience with one of the most anticipated chapter events

Register here for WAI2026

Schedule at a Glance

Exhibit Hall Info

Become a Sponsor

Speed Mentoring at WAI2026

https://bit.ly/WAI26SpeedMentoring
https://www.wai.org/2026-Conference
https://www.wai.org/wai-schedule-2026?tab=1
https://www.wai.org/wai-exhibitors-and-sponsors-2026
https://www.wai.org/wai-exhibitors-and-sponsors-2026?tab=3
https://bit.ly/WAI26SpeedMentoring


of the year! The WAI Chapter Connect Reception on Wednesday, March 18, 6:30-7:30 p.m. is a

lively gathering designed exclusively for chapter members attending the conference. It's a

chance to reconnect, network, and celebrate the vibrant WAI chapter community.

Ready to show off your chapter's unique style? Enter the annual Chapter Logo Contest by

submitting your custom logo design here by March 1, 2026. Join the celebration of creativity

and community spirit! 

Put your chapter in the spotlight by showcasing your incredible members and achievements at

this year's Chapter Showcase during WAI2026. Sign up and details are available here.

Chapter Sessions at WAI2026 provide the resources and tools to help manage chapter operations

throughout the year. Meet other WAI Chapter leaders and be inspired! Learn details of each of

the following sessions here.

Chapter Leadership Workshop

Plan & Host an Outstanding GIAD Event

How To Start a WAI Chapter

Student & Collegiate Chapter Leadership Workshop

Join a WAI Chapter

WAI2026 Chapter Sessions & Information
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https://www.wai.org/wai-chapters-2026?tab=2
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Have You Followed the WAI On Air
Podcast Episodes?
Discover a world-class podcast that informs,
inspires, and educates - WAI On Air. Each
episode will take you behind the scenes of
the aviation/aerospace world to meet the
remarkable women shaping its future.

Be sure to FOLLOW or SUBSCRIBE so you
never miss our bi-weekly episodes!

 Available on Spotify, YouTube, Apple
Music, and Amazon Music.

 Follow us on Spotify: WAI On Air Podcast

On Air podcasts are brought to listeners by WAI

Strategic Partners Amazon, American Airlines and

United.

 

Launching WAI Together Monthly Virtual Meetups and Webinars 
We are excited to launch monthly virtual meetups, taking place every last Friday of the month.

Download the free WAI Together app to connect with the WAI community!

Watch Season 2 here on YouTube

Watch Season 1 here on YouTube

Listen on Spotify

https://asa2fly.com/far-aim-series/?utm_source=WAI&utm_medium=800x132&utm_campaign=26FARSeries
https://www.wai.org/wai-on-air-podcasts
https://open.spotify.com/show/1I0BeodSGv55bsN3uzYxGo?si=78a120f73182439e
https://www.youtube.com/@womeninaviationintl/podcasts
https://open.spotify.com/show/1I0BeodSGv55bsN3uzYxGo?si=78a120f73182439e
http://wai.org/wai-on-air-podcasts
https://www.youtube.com/@womeninaviationintl/podcasts
https://www.youtube.com/@womeninaviationintl/podcasts
https://open.spotify.com/show/1I0BeodSGv55bsN3uzYxGo


Upcoming Events
The calendar of events is a source of information about industry/organization events.

2026
February 5-6 - NGPA Winter Warm-Up, Palm Springs, California www.NPGA.org

March 19-21 - The 37th Annual Women in Aviation International Conference, Gaylord Texan
Resort & Convention Center, Dallas, Texas (Grapevine) www.WAI.org/2026-conference

March 21 - Girls in Aviation Day Dallas during the WAI2026 conference, Gaylord Texan Resort &
Convention Center, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Chaperones required, space is limited. Purchase tickets here
for $15 includes lunch.

March 24-26 - NBAA Schedulers & Dispatchers Conference,  Huntington Convention Center,
Cleveland, Ohio www.NBAA.org

April 14-18 - SUN 'n FUN, Lakeland, Florida. www.flysnf.org Attend the Women ACES Brunch
April 15 at 10 a.m. located in the Aerospace Center for Excellence Pavilion. Tickets are $35 per

Join here

Watch WAI Together video

https://www.wai.org/wai-together
http://www.ngpa.org/
http://www.wai.org/2026-conference
https://www.wai.org/events/girls-in-aviation-day-dallas-wai2026/register
http://www.nbaa.org/
http://www.flysnf.org/
https://flysnf.org/activities/other-activities/women-aces-2/
https://waitogether.taptiq.com/login
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydyGZ6kCDRE


person in advance online. Limited seats available.

April 22-25 - AERO Friedrichshafen, Friedrichshafen, Germany www.aero-expo.com Attend the
first WAI Connect Brunch at AERO on April  23, 10-11:30 a.m. located in Messe Alm.
 

“Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally.
It comes from what you do consistently.”

– Marie Forleo

Pioneer Hall of Fame Education & Careers Scholarships

https://flysnf.org/activities/other-activities/women-aces-2/
http://www.aero-expo.com/
http://www.wai-store.org/
https://www.wai.org/pioneers
https://www.wai.org/workforce-development
http://wai.org/scholarships
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