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•Northeast Region – Shane Lupo (NOVA, Fredericksburg & Culpepper) 

•Western Region – Mathew Hall (Lynchburg, Salem, Staunton & Bristol)
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Utility – An entity that owns and provides a public service such as 
electricity, water, sewer, telephone, gas, etc.

• Public Utility – Any organization, corporation, municipality, county, 
authority or other association providing any type of utility service to the 
general public, or segments thereof, for compensation and is subject to 
the applicable State law, such as water, sewer, gas, telephone and 
electricity. 

• Private Utility – A utility that does not meet the requirements of a “Public 
Utility, such as cable TV providers. 

What is a Utility?
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Statutory Rights 

There are utilities that enjoy a 
statutory right to receive 
reimbursement for relocation 
when they are located on 
VDOT right of way. These 
statutory rights are 
enumerated in the Code of 
Virginia. 
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Comprehensive Agreement

• A Comprehensive Agreement was entered into by VDOT and several utility owners for the purpose 
of keeping to a minimum the combined widths of rights of way and easements needed for public 
purpose.  

• A Comprehensive Agreement provides that when the roadway right of way is 110 feet or greater in

width, the utility owner may relocate its facilities along the outer 15 feet of right of way.  

In the event a future highway project necessitates the relocation of said utility facility, the non 
betterment cost of the relocation will be shared on a 50-50 prorated basis by the utility and the 
Project.  

• A Comprehensive Agreement does not apply to Interstate or Limited Access right of way facilities. 

• Utility Companies that have signed a Comprehensive Agreement can be found in Appendix 1D of 
the VDOT Utility Manual. 
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Estimating from a Sketch

What’s not shown:

Drainage - Traffic signals - Existing Utilities
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Get out and look
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What’s underground
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Why move underground Utilities 
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How do you estimate a power line?
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Telecommunications
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Telecommunications Pedestals Outside

Inside

Handhole 
(or a Pullbox /Junction Point*)

Utility Marker Post



Gas, Water, & Sewer
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Water Valve Water Meter

Gas Valve

Sanitary Sewer Manholes



What the Utility section does not estimate 
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Traffic Facilities
(Are not a utility)

VDOT Electric Junction Box 
(to provide power for signals)

Traffic Control Cabinet

Power Meter for Traffic Facilities
(to provide power for signals)



Questions, concerns, complaints.
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Thank you for your time.


