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he Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police
& Foundation (VACP) each year recognizes

officers and individuals in several award cat-

egories — Valor, Lifesaving, Outstanding Contribu-
tion to Law Enforcement, and a President's Award. It
is with great pride that we recognize the exceptional
efforts of these fine public servants who are a credit to
their agencies and true public servants to the citizens
of the Commonwealth.

The VACP wishes to thank Blue Line Solutions, Do-
minion Energy, & Code Four for their support of to-
night’s awards banquet.

Sincerely,

Chief Scott C. Booth
2024-25 VACP President




VACP AWARDS BANQUET
August 26, 2025 * Williamsburg, VA

WELCOME
Chief Scott C. Booth, 2024-25 VACP President

INVOCATION
Chief John Clair, VACP 1st Vice President

DINNER

VACP AWARDS PROGRAM
Chief Wayne Sager, VACP 3rd Vice President & Chairman, VACP

Awards Committee

Announcement of Awards for Lifesaving

Presentation of Awards for Valor

VACP PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Chief Scott C. Booth, 2024-25 VACP President

INSTALLATION OF 2025-2026 VACP EXECUTIVE BOARD

Chief James E. Williams, VACP Past President (2012-13) &
Chairman, VACP Nominating Committee




VACP BANQUET SPONSORS

Our sincere thanks to

BLUELINE
— Energy-

for their support of the 2025 Awards Banquet.

VACP AWARDS COMMITTEE

Chairman:

Chief Wayne Sager, Strasburg Police Dept.

Committee Members:

Chief James E. Williams, Staunton Police Dept.
Chief Travis Christian, Petersburg Police Dept.
Chief David McCoy, Univ. of Richmond Police Dept.
Chief (Ret) Douglas Goodman
Chief (Ret) A.J. Panebianco
Chief (Ret) Jeffrey Dodson
Chief (Ret) Sam Roman
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Award Recipients & Executive Board:
¢ CHIEFS/SHERIFFS OF AWARD RECIPIENTS:

Please accompany your officers on stage for the presentation.

+ AWARD RECIPIENTS & EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Please remain at the end of the banquet for additional group photographs.
Gather near the stage at the front of the room.

¢ Protective boxes for your awards are available at the front of the room after
the banquet.

¢ Please remember to collect your department flags and flagstands, but wait
until after all group photographs have been taken at the end of the banquet.

Pbotogmgbz:

¢ Photographs of the award presentations will be available online at
https://photos.vachiefs.org/ VACP-Conferences/2025-VACP-Annual-
Conference/2025-VACP-Awards-Banquet following the conference. Prints

may be purchased from the photo gallery directly, or you may download high-
resolution images to make your own prints.




he Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police
& Foundation (VACP) is proud to honor
seventy officers with the 2025 Award for

Lifesaving.

The VACP Lifesaving Award is presented in
recognition of a law enforcement officer’s actions that
put that officer in harm’s way in an attempt to save
the life of another.

This year’s honorees risked their own lives in an effort
to save others from burning buildings and vehicles,
gunshot wounds, assaults, attempted suicides, and
other dangerous situations.

The Lifesaving Awards will be presented at the
officers’ agencies by their chief or sheriff on behalf of
the VACP.



2025 LIFESAVING AWARDS

Blacksburg Police Department
Lieutenant Kale V. Craver

Sergeant Garrison J. Ellis
Officer Eric R. Howard
Officer Tanner A. Reid

Chesterfield County Police Department
Officer Shawn J. Wilson

Danwille Police Department
Sergeant Richard P. Wright
Officer Zakary P. Clay
Officer Deandre J. Edmonds
Officer David A. Guido Flores
Officer William G. Headley

City of Fairfax Police Department
MPO Scott Bates

PFC Alexander Zurbach

Fairfax County Police Department
PFC Alexander C. Battani

PFC Thomas R. Armel
PFC Andrew L. Burch

Hanover County Sheriff's Office
Deputy Charles C. Chenault
Deputy Joel D. Cumber
Deputy Cody M. Dich
Deputy Paul D. Ronca
Sergeant James C. Brockenbrough
Sergeant Van L. Jenkins

continued




2025 LIFESAVING AWARDS

Hanover County Sheriff's Office
Deputy Troy A. Breeden

Marion Police Department

Sergeant Josh Taylor
MPO Keith Finney
Hanover County Sheriff's Office Sr. Patrol Officer Jordan Propst

Deputy Joseph S. Gomes

Prince William County Police Department
Police Officer Kristine D. White
Police Officer Jason R. Williams

James City County Police Department

MPO Chad Perrigan

Lynchburg Police Department
Police Officer III Peter Begley

Manassas City Police Department
MPO Rickey Clodfelter

Manassas City Police Department
MPO Dustin Hogue
K9 "Bane"
Sr. Police Officer Cody Stadtman

Manassas City Police Department
Officer Juan Alvarado

Sr. Detective Edgar Diaz
Sr. Police Officer Khalia Bowden

Sergeant Luis Armas

Manassas Park Police Department
Officer Jason A. Crites

Marion Police Department
Sr. Patrol Officer

Dalton Pennington

MPO Garrett L. Gourlay

Fairfax County Police Department
Police Officer Brian Carter

Pulaski Police Department
Major Michael Hudson

Lieutenant Thomas Croteau
Officer Jennifer Lucas

Lieutenant Jamie Brown

Detective Steve McMillan

Richmond Police Department
Officer Ernest Ford
Officer Dallas Wieser

Richmond Police Department
MPO Matthew Cavanaugh
Officer Michael Lockard

Richmond Police Department
Officer Christopher Duane
Officer George Soongnarata



Richmond Police Department
Officer Justine Hewitt

Officer Kathryn Jasper

Virginia Beach Police Department
MPO Bryan T. Kreitzman

Officer Markus P. Brown
Officer Hunter B. Colvin

Virginia State Police
Master Trooper Brian W. Canada
Trooper Jacob A. Culp

Virginia State Police
Trooper Dustin C. Collins
Trooper William B. Deskins

Virginia State Police

Trooper Michael B. LeSage

Virginia State Police
Senior Trooper James L. Collins

Senior Trooper Monica D. Hart
Senior Trooper Matthew E. Spalding
Senior Trooper Lucie Vajglova
Trooper Sesaly M. Barden
Trooper Taylor C. Brown
Trooper Justin T. Chappell




onight, the Virginia Association of Chiefs

of Police & Foundation honors thirty-five
Virginia law enforcement officers with our

highest award — the Award for Valor.
The VACP Award for Valor recognizes a law

enforcement officer who, in the line of duty, performs
an act of extraordinary heroism while engaged with
an adversary at imminent personal risk.

These awards recognize the bravery, professionalism
and commitment to public service of these fine
officers.



2025 VALOR AWARDS

Arlington County Police Department
Corporal Connor DiVincenzo

Corporal Alejandro Torres

Chesterfield County Police Department
Officer William C. Clark

Officer Benjamin A. Moffat
Officer Thomas J. Moores

Chesterfield County Police Department
Officer Zabulon Cardona

Officer Christopher L. Hodges
Officer Shellbi L. Morris

Danwille Police Division

Officer Kayla M. Robinson

Hanover County Sheriff's Office
Deputy Joseph S. Gomes
Deputy Victor R. Purchase, Jr.

Herndon Police Department
PFC Neil Simpson

James City County Police Department

SPO Courtney Crockett
MPO Randy Matthews

James City County Police Department

MPO Daniel Jackson
MPO Randy Matthews

James City County Police Department
SPO Adam Stephens

SPO Killian Burden
SPO Thai Ngo
MPO Tim Renwick

Manassas City Police Department
MPO Shaun Barrett

Marion Police Department

Sergeant Tyler Hinchey
Patrol Officer John Blevins

Martinsville Police Department
Sergeant Mark Peters

Metro Transit Police Department
Master Police Officer John Ubiera

Metro Transit Police Department
Ofticer Henry Williams

Richmond Police Department
Officer Christopher Carey
Officer John Mitchell

Richmond Police Department
Sergeant Todd Hall

Richmond Police Department
Officer Lucas Murray

Virginia Beach Police Department
Officer Daniel H. Reese
Officer Michael A. Sanker
Officer Ramsey Weaver
Officer Shardonnay N. Nichols

Virginia State Police
Trooper Lloyd R. Spencer




Arlington County Police Department

CORPORAL CONNOR DIVINCENZO
CORPORAL ALEJANDRO TORRES

On October 14, 2022, at approximately 7:36 p.m., police were dispatched to the
2100 block of Shirlington Road for the report of a male at the front of his resi-
dence shooting a firearm. Officer Connor DiVincenzo and Officer Alejandro
Torres and other officers encountered the armed suspect in the roadway and
commanded him to drop his weapon. The suspect refused to comply with the of-
ficers’ commands and raised the firearm in the direction of the officers. Officer
DiVincenzo discharged his firearm and continued to provide additional com-
mands to the suspect. The suspect, now injured, continued to point the weapon
in the direction of the officers and not follow commands.

Officer Torres had taken a tactical position with his patrol rifle. Once the sus-
pect began to point the weapon in the direction of his fellow officers, he then
fired his weapon, striking the suspect. The suspect fell to the ground suffering
from additional injuries.

Officers administered first aid, and the suspect was transported to the hospital to
receive further medical treatment. The suspect’s firearm was recovered on scene.

Officer DiVincenzo and Officer Torres’ actions exhibited exceptional courage
and decisiveness to save and protect human life. The Virginia Association of
Chiefs of Police is proud to honor Arlington County Corporal Connor DiVin-
cenzo and Corporal Alejandro Torres with the 2025 Award for Valor.

Corporal Connor DiVincenzo Corporal Alejandro Torres




Chesterfield County Police Department

OFFICER FIRST CLASS WILLIAM C. CLARK
OFFICER FIRST CLASS BENJAMIN A. MOFFAT
OFFICER FIRST CLASS THOMAS J. MOORES

On October 6, 2024, Officer First Class William
Clark observed a vehicle driving erratically and initi-
ated a traffic stop. The vehicle stopped and the sus-
pect quickly exited his vehicle. Officer Clark repeat-
edly ordered the suspect to get back into the vehicle.
The suspect did not comply with the officer's verbal
commands and instead, approached the officer, re-
sisted the officer’s attempts to detain him, and be-
gan struggling with the officer. During the struggle,
the suspect struck the officer several times and tried
to get the officer’s gun. Officer Clark deployed his
Taser and pepper spray, but the suspect was able to
get back into his vehicle and flee.

During the pursuit, the suspect fired several shots at
and struck Officer Clark's vehicle. The suspect then
approached an intersection where he saw Officer
Moffat. The suspect fired several shots at and struck
Officer Moffat's vehicle. Officer Moffat returned fire.

Officer Clark and Officer Moffat continued to follow
the suspect vehicle as it approached an intersection
where Officer Moores was in position. Upon hearing
gunfire, Officer Moores returned fire at the suspect
vehicle, which then slowed and came to a stop.

Chesterfield County Officers First Class William C.
Clark, Benjamin A. Moffat and Thomas J. Moores
displayed tremendous bravery in containing and ap-
prehending the suspect without injury to them-
selves or others. The VACP is proud
to present them with the 2025
VACP Award for Valor.

Officer Thomas J. Moores




Chesterfield County Police Department

On November 3rd, 2024, Chesterfield County Of-
ficer Zabulon Cardona observed a vehicle that had
been involved in numerous larcenies throughout the
county. It was known that the suspected occupants
may also have active warrants for the involved cases.
Officer Cardona waited for an additional unit and
Officer Christopher Hodges responded. The officers
conducted a traffic stop and the vehicle immediately
fled. A pursuit was initiated that traveled approxi-
mately 9 miles and exceeded 100 miles per hour, with
the vehicle driving off the road and briefly the wrong
way. Officer Shellbi Morris joined the pursuit as the
third involved officer. Shortly thereafter the pas-
senger in the vehicle leaned out of the window and
proceeded to fire multiple gunshots at the pursuing
officers. The vehicle eventually lost a tire, drove on
a rim, and ultimately stopped. The driver and pas-
senger exited the vehicle. Officer Cardona chased
the passenger but lost sight of him. Officer Hodges
and Officer Morris located the driver a short distance
later with the assistance of other officers. The driver
was taken into custody and a loaded handgun, alco-
hol, and narcotics were found in the vehicle. The pas-
senger was apprehended a short time later.

These officers not only came under hostile fire, but
continued and engaged in a foot pursuit, not know-
ing whether the suspects were still armed. Each ofti-
cer faced the possibility of significant injury or death
trying to stop suspects that had victimized numer-
ous people and businesses. The VACP is honored
to recognize Chesterfield County Officers Zabulon
Cardona, Christopher L. Hodges, and Shellbi L.
Morris with the 2025 Award for Valor.

OFFICER FIRST CLASS ZABULON CARDONA
CAREER OFFICER CHRISTOPHER L. HODGES
OFFICER FIRST CLASS SHELLBI L. MORRIS

Officer Christopher L. Hodges

Officer Shellbi L. Morris




Danwille Police Division

OFFICER KAYLA M. ROBINSON

On February 17, 2025, Danville Officer
Kayla Robinson conducted a follow-up inves-
tigation into a hit-and-run incident. She lo-
cated the suspect and initiated what began as
a calm, measured conversation regarding his
mental health. During the exchange, the sus-
pect disclosed a history of suicidal ideation,
although he claimed he was not currently in
crisis. Officer Robinson offered to transport
the suspect to receive mental health care.

The suspect suddenly and without warning
produced a firearm and opened fire on Of-
ficer Robinson.

\ S
Despite being taken by surprise and shot .

mulgple timegs, OfficeryRobilflson drew her Officer Kayla M. Robinson
weapon and returned fire. The suspect continued his aggressive advance toward
her, discharging his weapon repeatedly. During this exchange, Officer Robinson
suffered six gunshot wounds—five to her legs and one to her lower right abdo-
men. Another round struck her ballistic vest, and her duty belt sustained addi-

tional damage from the incoming fire.

Her service weapon experienced multiple malfunctions, which she cleared with
determination and precision, continuing to return fire and defend herself. The sus-
pect died in the exchange of gunfire. A subsequent investigation revealed that he
had intentionally set a fire inside his hotel room and disabled the smoke detectors.

Officer Robinson, with only two years on the job, displayed incredible calm and
control in a life-or-death encounter. Alone, outgunned, and severely wounded,
she refused to give in to panic.

She embodied courage not just in confronting an armed ad-
versary, but in her unwavering commitment to serve oth-
ers, even at great personal risk. We are proud to pres-
ent Danville Officer Kayla M. Robinson with
the 2025 VACP Award for Valor.



Hanover County Sheriff's Office
DEPUTY ]OSEPH S. GOMES
DEPUTY VICTOR R. PURCHASE, ]R.

G
SHERIFF’S
OFFICE

On March 25, 2024, Hanover County Deputies
Joseph Gomes and Victor Purchase responded
to a call about a suspicious person. Upon arrival,
Deputies Gomes and Purchase searched the yard
of the home, observing a man in the backyard.
When the deputies communicated with each
other, the subject yelled back in an angry, derog-
atory way and started moving towards the depu-
ties. Deputies Gomes and Purchase immediately
unholstered their weapons and challenged the
subject. As the deputies reached for their weap-
ons, the subject reached for something on his
person. The deputies gave the subject commands
to put his hands up and to stop moving. The sub-
ject did not comply with the orders but quickly
pulled out a gun and fired two rounds at Depu-
ties Gomes and Purchase. Thankfully, neither of

them was hit.

The deputies retreated to the side of the house.
While talking to dispatch, deputies heard an-
other two rounds being fired. Other deputies
then arrived, and they quickly established a plan
of action to contain the subject. Using a tacti-
cal shield, deputies approached the subject and
found him with a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
He was taken into custody, rendered emergency
first aid, and transported to the hospital. g

The remarkable display of composure and cour- Deputy Victor R. Purchase, Jr.
age helped save the lives of the suspect and the

deputies. The VACP is honored to present Hanover County Deputies Joseph
Gomes and Victor Purchase with the 2025 Award for Valor.




@\\\ Herndon Police Department
@8 PFC NEIL SIMPSON

On Tuesday, September 10, 2024, Hern-
don Officer Neil Simpson was off-duty and
traveling home in his personal vehicle with
his wife from a social event they attended
in Prince William County. Officer Simp-
son witnessed a female in distress trying to
flag someone down for assistance. Without
hesitation, he instructed his wife to stop the
car, and he exited the passenger seat to de-
termine what was happening.

Officer Simpson then sees the female and a
male subject yelling at each other. He then
discovered the female had been assaulted by PFC Neil Simpson
her husband, who was intoxicated and still in

the driver’s seat of his vehicle. Officer Simpson attempted to de-escalate the situ-
ation, at which point the male driver accelerated and attempted to strike Officer
Simpson and the female victim with his vehicle. Officer Simpson quickly moved
himself and the female victim out of the vehicle’s path to safety. The driver then
made another unsuccessful attempt to run over Officer Simpson and the female
after turning around and driving towards them a second time. The male driver
then exited his vehicle, approached the female victim, continued to yell at her,
and threw her to the ground.

Unarmed and without any assistance or access to his law enforcement equip-
ment, Officer Simpson was forced to immediately and physically intervene. He
attempted to restrain the violent and aggressive male subject by tackling him to
the ground. Meanwhile, Officer Simpson’s wife quickly helped move the female
victim safely to their personal vehicle and called 911.

As Officer Simpson attempted to fully restrain the male subject on the
ground, who was actively punching and fighting, the man
produced a knife from his pocket and stabbed Officer

Simpson several times in the arm. The male subject

continued




continued his attack even after Officer Simpson identified himself as a police
officer. Officer Simpson was able to forcefully gain control of the knife and suc-
cessfully restrain the man until Prince William County police officers arrived
on the scene.

The injuries to Officer Simpson were fortunately non-life threatening and he
was treated and released early the next morning at a local hospital. The male
subject was arrested and charged with multiple criminal offenses for his attack
on Officer Simpson and the female victim.

Officer Simpson assumed great personal risk when he stopped to render aid to a
female victim in distress while off-duty, in another jurisdiction, and without his
law enforcement equipment. His heroic actions unquestionably saved a female
victim from significant injury or death. The VACP is proud to present Herndon
Private First Class Neil Simpson with the 2025 Award for Valor.




James City County Police Department

SPO COURTNEY CROCKETT
MPO RANDY MATTHEWS

eOLICs

On March 30, 2025, James City County pa-
trol officers responded to a call for service that
turned into an officer-involved shooting. The
incident began with a domestic assault and bat-
tery involving a male suspect, possibly armed,
who had reportedly struck a woman and fled
the scene.

Using license plate recognition technology, of-
ficers were able to quickly locate the suspect’s
vehicle. Senior Police Officer Crockett located
the vehicle and attempted to initiate a traf-
fic stop. The suspect failed to yield so Officer
Crockett continued to follow the vehicle until SPO Courtney Crockett
it came to a sudden stop in the parking lot of
a grocery store. The suspect quickly exited the
vehicle with a long rifle in hand and immedi-
ately charged the weapon.

Faced with an immediate and highly volatile
threat, Officer Crockett exited her patrol ve-
hicle, drew her service weapon, and issued
commands for the suspect to drop the firearm.
The suspect ignored her commands, and an ex-
change of gunfire ensued, resulting in the sus-
pect falling to the ground. Master Police Of-
ficer Matthews, who was working an extra duty
assignment, arrived amid the gunfire exchange
and took a position of cover along the passen-
ger side of Crockett’s vehicle to assist. Despite
multiple additional verbal commands, the suspect reached for his weapon
and discharged it multiple times in the direction of the of-
ficers. Both officers returned fire, striking the suspect
and bringing the threat to an end.

MPO Randy Matthews

continued
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Officers Crockett and Matthews acted decisively and courageously under im-
mense stress and in the face of an armed adversary who demonstrated clear intent
to inflict harm. Their response protected each other, nearby bystanders, and the
surrounding community from further danger. We are proud to present James
City County Senior Police Officer Courtney Crockett and Master Police Officer
Randy Matthews with the VACP 2025 Award for Valor.

James City County Police Department
MPO DANIEL ]ACKSON
MPO RANDY MATTHEWS

On Jan. 6, 2024, James City County Master Police Officers Randy Matthews
and Daniel Jackson were dispatched to a domestic assault in progress. They were
informed that a male dementia patient inside the residence was threatening his
wife with a shotgun.

Officer Matthews arrived, followed immediately by Officer Jackson. As they
approached the house, Officer Matthews drew his pistol while Officer Jackson
drew his Taser, providing a combination of lethal and less-lethal options. As they
rounded the front of the residence, they found the husband and wife standing on
the porch. The suspect was holding his wife's arm in one hand and the shotgun
in the other. He released her to grab the shotgun with both hands, allowing the
wife to run toward Officer Matthews for help.

MPO Daniel Jackson MPO Randy Matthews




Officer Jackson attempted to engage the husband with his Taser but was too far
away. He holstered it and drew his service pistol as he retreated to his vehicle
for cover. Meanwhile, Officer Matthews shielded the wife with his body and
escorted her to his vehicle. Both officers continuously ordered the suspect to drop
the weapon, but the husband raised the shotgun and aimed it at Officer Jackson.
Not wanting to use deadly force on a subject suffering from dementia, Officer
Jackson ducked behind his vehicle to gain better cover and attempt further ne-
gotiation.

The suspect began walking toward the rear of Officer Jackson’s vehicle, saying
“I'm going to kill you,” and raising the shotgun at Officer Jackson. Officer Jack-

son discharged his service pistol.

The suspect staggered but raised the weapon again. Officer Jackson fired a sec-
ond time. The suspect dropped the shotgun, staggered back, and then moved
forward again to retrieve it. Although justified in reengaging with deadly force,
Officer Jackson instead holstered his weapon and sprinted across 15 to 20 yards
of open terrain. Officer Matthews simultaneously broke cover and advanced
with him.

As the suspect grabbed the shotgun, Officer Jackson tackled him to prevent him
from using it. A struggle ensued, during which the suspect attempted to grab
Officer Jackson’s Taser. Officer Matthews then deployed his own Taser and the

subject surrendered and was taken into custody.

Despite facing deadly force, both officers showed tremendous restraint and com-
passion. Aware of the suspect’s cognitive condition, they did everything they
could to resolve the incident safely. The VACP is proud to present James City
County Master Police Officers Daniel Jackson and Randy Matthews with the
2025 Award for Valor. For Officer Matthews, this is his second Award for Valor
tonight, marking the first time the VACP has recognized one officer with two
Awards for Valor in the same year.




James City County Police Department

SENIOR POLICE OFFICER ADAM STEPHENS
SENIOR POLICE OFFICER KILLIAN BURDEN
SENIOR POLICE OFFICER THAI NGO
MASTER POLICE OFFICER TIM RENWICK

On July 17, 2024, officers were dispatched to a reported road rage incident in
which the suspect had fired a weapon at another vehicle. Officers Adam Ste-
phens, Tim Renwick, Thai Ngo, and Killian Burden were dispatched to the

suspect’s residence in an attempt to make contact.

The officers pulled into the neighborhood and stopped several houses down from
the suspect’s residence. Master Police Officer Renwick, who was Senior Police
Officer Stephens’ Field Training Officer, exited the vehicle they shared from the
passenger seat and stepped over to Senior Police Officer Ngo’s vehicle to speak
with him. Before Officer Stephens could exit their vehicle, the suspect opened
fire on the officers with an AR-style rifle. Officers Renwick and Ngo were able
to retreat to a safe position, out of sight of the shooter. Officer Stephens exited
his car and took cover behind it. Officer Burden arrived on scene at the opposite
end of the street from where the other officers were located.

Officer Stephens was now pinned down by the shooter, unable to return fire due
to the volume of rounds being fired in his direction. From his position, Officer
Stephens could not see his assailant. He was struck by shrapnel in both legs.

Officer Adam Stephens Officer Killian Burden




However, he continued to calmly transmit over
the radio, informing dispatch that they were
taking fire and accurately advising other offi-
cers which house the fire was coming from.

Officer Ngo was able to retrieve his patrol rifle
and helmet from his car, and Officer Renwick
had drawn his pistol. Together, they attempted
to move into a position where they could ob-
serve the shooter. Finally, with the suspect still
firing at Officer Stephens, Officer Renwick
and Officer Ngo advanced toward the shooter,
who was still firing round after round at Officer
Stephens from an l'mknown loc%ltion. Officer Officer Thai Ngo
Burden was advancing on the hidden shooter
from the opposite direction.

The three officers were nearing the suspect’s
house when he unexpectedly exited through the
front door and lay prone on the front lawn. The
four officers converged on the suspect and took
him into custody without incident. These of-
ficers were under fire for six minutes, and Offi-
cer Stephens’ vehicle was struck more than 150
times. He had shrapnel removed from his legs
and spent multiple weeks in physical therapy.

These officers displayed amazing courage and
restraint to bring this dangerous incident to a
conclusion. The VACP is proud to honor James Officer Tim Renwick
City County Senior Police Officers Adam Ste-

phens, Killian Burden and Thai Ngo and Mas-

ter Police Officer Tim Renwick with the 2025

Award for Valor.




Manassas City Police Department

MASTER POLICE OFFICER SHAUN BARRETT

On February 23, 2024, the Manassas City
Emergency Communications received a 9-1-1
call from a frantic woman reporting a shooting
in progress. The dispatch collectively obtained
critical details, including the locations of other
occupants and questions about weapons, while
coordinating immediate police assistance.

The caller's husband, and six-year-old son were
inside the residence. Manassas Officer Shaun
Barrett and other officers entered the residence
to ensure occupant safety without knowing the
shooter's location. They learned from the caller
that her son might have committed suicide in
his bedroom. As the officers attempted to assess MPO Shaun Barrett
the situation, they noticed bullet holes in the

bedroom door. Suddenly, a gunshot was heard, with a bullet traveling through a
wall, narrowly missing the officers and the family.

The officers evacuated and took cover behind police vehicles. While outside the
residence and having a clear line of sight of the structure, MPO Barrett observed
a green laser, consistent with one being mounted on a firearm, being aimed at
police officers and bystanders. During the encounter, to protect the lives of po-
lice officers and bystanders, MPO Barrett fired three gunshots at the suspect.
The shooter refused commands to exit and barricaded himself.

After several hours, the suspect surrendered and was treated for non-life-threat-
ening wounds and charged with multiple firearms offenses. Thanks to the lead-
ership and communication efforts of all staff involved, no law enforcement or
bystander was injured during this critical incident. The VACP is honored to rec-
ognize Manassas Police Officer Shaun Barrett with the 2025 Award for Valor.

(Officer Juan Alvarado, Senior Detective Edgar Diaz, Senior Police Officer

Khalia Bowden, and Sergeant Luis Armas will receive Lifesaving Awards.)




Marion Police Department

SERGEANT TYLER HINCHEY
PATROL OFFICER JOHN BLEVINS

MEARION
| VIRGINIA

The events of August 9, 2024, in Marion,
Virginia, reflect both the unpredictable dan-
gers of police work and the extraordinary
valor exhibited by law enforcement officers
when lives are on the line. A traffic stop con-
ducted by Marion Police Department Offi-
cer John Blevins evolved into a deadly criti-
cal incident, ultimately claiming the life of a
Smyth County deputy and injuring another.

Officer Blevins initiated the stop after the
suspect failed to yield and led him approxi-
mately one mile before stopping in a parking
lot. Despite the suspect being confrontation-
al, Officer Blevins maintained professional-
ism and diffused initial tensions. He issued
a summons and allowed the suspect to pro-
ceed. However, as the suspect attempted to
leave, a patrol vehicle blocked his exit. The
suspect became hostile, blaring his horn and
shouting at officers.

When Smyth County Deputy Hunter Reedy
approached the vehicle to address the situa-
tion, he was tragically and immediately shot
at point-blank range by the suspect. Deputy
Reedy succumbed to his injuries despite rapid
aid efforts.

Smyth County Deputy Michael Fedorchuck
and Marion Police Department Senior Patrol
Officer Tyler Hinchey immediately engaged
the suspect, returning fire to neutralize the

threat. During the exchange, Deputy Fedor-
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chuck was struck by gunfire yet continued to fight through his injury to protect
others on scene.

Marion Police Officer Dalton Pennington rushed to Deputy Reedy’s aid, ad-
ministering critical life-saving measures after pulling him out of the line of
fire. Simultaneously, Smyth County Deputy Michael Lester assisted in ren-
dering aid and helped secure the wounded suspect and the suspect weapon.
Officer John Blevins, who initiated the stop and remained engaged throughout
the incident, maintained tactical awareness, and gave critical information that
played an instrumental role in supporting the responding officers under ex-
treme stress and danger.

These six officers acted with remarkable courage, composure, and unity under
fire. Their swift actions and selflessness undoubtedly prevented further trag-
edy and represent the highest ideals of service, bravery, and dedication.

Next month, the Virginia Sheriff’s Association will present VSA Valor Awards
to Smyth County Deputy Hunter Reedy (posthumously), Deputy Michael Fe-
dorchuck, and Deputy Michael Lester.

For his valiant efforts to try and save Deputy Reedy, the VACP recognizes
Senior Patrol Officer Dalton Pennington with the Award for Lifesaving.

And for their extraordinary heroism, the VACP is honored to present Marion
Police Sergeant Tyler Hinchey and Patrol Officer John Blevins with the 2025
Award for Valor.




Martinsville Police Department

On June 17, 2024, Martinsville Sergeant
Mark Peters and Detective Tucker Brown and
Deputy U.S. Marshal Bill Whitten were at-
tempting to serve a warrant on a man wanted
for shooting a man in Henry County in 2024.
Peters, Brown and Whitten along with four
other members of the United States Marshals
Task Force, attempted to serve the warrant.
The officers encountered the man hiding be-
hind a vehicle at the end of a long gravel drive.
As he began to run, Peters, Brown, Whitten,
and others exited their vehicle to give chase.
Peters saw the man pull a handgun from his
beltline and point it at the pursuing officers.
Peters, along with another officer, fired mul-
tiple times striking the man at least twice.

SERGEANT MARK PETERS

Sergeant Mark Peters

Peters, Brown, and Whitten retrieved the weapon from the man and immedi-
ately rendered aid. He was arrested and treated and released to the custody of
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office. For his bravery and leadership, Martinsville
Police Sergeant Mark Peters is honored with the 2025 VACP Award for Valor.




Metro Transit Police Department
MASTER POLICE OFFICER ]OHN UBIERA
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On May 8th, 2024, Metro Transit
Master Police Officer John Ubiera
was dispatched to the Suitland Met-
ro Station for the report of a subject
armed with a gun. He encountered the
subject who bladed his body and drew
his gun. MPO Ubiera fired a single
round, and the suspect surrendered
after throwing his gun into the track-
bed. Drugs were found on his person,
and he was charged with multiple of-
fenses.

Thanks to both decisive action and

restraint by MPO Ubiera, no one was Master Police Officer John Ubiera
injured. His quick response made the

Metrorail system a safer place, removed a dangerous weapon from the commu-
nity, and brought major credit to the police department. The VACP is proud to
present Metro Transit Master Police Officer John Ubiera with the 2025 Award
for Valor.




Metro Transit Police Department
OFFICER HENRY WILLIAMS

On July 5th, 2024, Metro Transit Officer
Henry Williams was working mobile patrol
and approaching the Rosslyn Metro Station.
While in traffic, Officer Williams observed
a highly agitated subject under the influence
of a controlled dangerous substance attempt-
ing to carjack a vehicle by physically pulling
the driver out of the car. Officer Williams
exited his vehicle and attempted to detain
the subject. The subject fled and attempted
to carjack additional vehicles by pulling on
their doors.

Officer Williams continued to chase the sus-
pect on foot, eventually catching up to the Officer Henry Williams
suspect whereupon a violent struggle ensued,

and the suspect was able to break free. Officer Williams stayed in the fight and
chased the subject to a loading dock, where the subject entered an unsecured
trash truck. The subject attempted to drive the vehicle off the loading dock and
into the street. Officer Williams challenged him at gunpoint. The subject ig-
nored Officer Williams's command to cease his actions and attempted to put
the vehicle in gear. Officer Williams fired a single round, striking the subject in
the body. Officer Williams then secured the subject and, with the assistance of
responding officers, provided lifesaving first aid.

Officer Williams's willingness to confront the carjacker and prevent him from
escaping ensured the safety of numerous citizens. We are proud to present Metro

Transit Officer Henry Williams with the 2025 VACP Award for Valor.




Richmond Police Department
OFFICER CHRISTOPHER CAREY
OFFICER ]OHN MITCHELL

On October 15, 2024, officers responded to a residence on East Broad Street for
a barricaded subject armed with an axe and a knife. The male subject was expe-
riencing a mental health crisis and had threatened to kill his partner, who was re-
portedly being held against her will inside the home. Officers were informed that
a child belonging to the couple had been sent to a neighbor’s residence for safety.

Upon arrival, Officers Dallas Wieser and Chris Powell attempted to communi-
cate with the male subject, who responded aggressively and confirmed that he
was armed. The male continued to refuse to allow the female to leave and made
several threats to harm her and responding officers.

Officers John Mitchell and Chris Carey arrived with ballistic shields and long
rifles, securing a defensive position. As the hostile situation continued, officers
heard the sounds of a violent struggle and a female screaming. Fearing for her
life, officers made the decision to intervene. As they approached the room, Of-
ficer Chris Carey observed the suspect actively striking the victim with an axe.
Demonstrating extraordinary bravery, Officer Carey pushed into the room with
the ballistic shield, allowing Officer John Mitchell to take a position and dis-

Officer Christopher Carey Officer John Mitchell




charge his weapon, striking the suspect. The female victim was rescued and im-
mediately provided with emergency medical aid.

Despite life-saving efforts, the suspect was later pronounced deceased. The vic-
tim fortunately survived the attack.

The team of responding officers demonstrated bravery and restraint in rescuing
the victim and containing the suspect. For their contributions, Officer Dallas

Weiser and Officer Ernest Ford will receive the VACP Award for Lifesaving.

For their exceptional bravery, Richmond Police Officers Christopher Carey and
John Mitchell are recognized with the 2025 VACP Award for Valor.




Richmond Police Department
SERGEANT TODD HALL

On March 31, 2024, Richmond Police Ser-
geant Todd Hall responded to a report of a
disorderly subject inside a vehicle at an apart-
ment complex. Upon arrival, Sergeant Hall
and another officer located the subject in the
front passenger seat of a parked vehicle.

As the assisting officer opened the door to
the vehicle, the suspect exited the vehicle and
began to raise a rifle in the direction of the P
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officer. Recognizing the imminent threat,

Sergeant Hall gave verbal commands for the ﬁ
suspect to drop the firearm. When the sus- v
pect failed to comply and continued raising A

the weapon, Sergeant Hall discharged his Sergeant Todd Hall
service weapon, firing four rounds and stop-
ping the threat.

Following the discharge, Sergeant Hall immediately called out over the radio
that shots had been fired and that the suspect was down. First aid was rendered
at the scene.

Sergeant Hall’s decisive and courageous actions under pressure directly protected
the life of a fellow officer. The VACP is honored to present Richmond Police
Sergeant Todd Hall with the 2025 Award for Valor.




Richmond Police Department

On September 19, 2024, while conducting a
traffic stop, Officer Lucas Murray was se-
riously wounded during a struggle with an
armed suspect. Despite being shot in the
hand, Officer Murray remained composed
and exhibited remarkable presence of mind
in the face of immediate danger.

In the aftermath, Officer Murray provided
detailed, accurate information regarding the
stop, the suspect, and the chain of events,
contributing significantly to the investiga-
tion and apprehension of the suspect.

Officer Murray's consistent record of profes-
sionalism and his unwavering dedication to

OFFICER LUCAS MURRAY

Officer Lucas Murray

service is commendable. The VACP is proud to present Richmond Police Officer

Lucas Murray with the 2025 Award for Valor.




Virginia Beach Police Department

OFFICER DANIEL H. REESE

OFFICER MICHAEL A. SANKER
OFFICER RAMSEY WEAVER

OFFICER SHARDONNAY N. NICHOLS

On July 20, 2024, Virginia Beach Police Officers Daniel Reese and Ramsey
Weaver responding to a stabbing call and observed a female, severely injured,
just inside the front window of the residence. The officers entered the residence
to locate the suspect and rescue the injured female.

Officer Michael Sanker and Shardonnay Nichols were approaching the residence
and encountered the suspect at the front of the driveway. The suspect was carry-
ing a crowbar in his left hand and a metal rod in his right hand. Officers Sanker
and Nichols both began giving verbal commands for the suspect to drop the
weapons.

Officers Reese and Weaver heard the officers yelling and came back out of the
residence. They exited the front door, onto the driveway area, facing the suspect.
The suspect refused to drop his weapons and charged at Officer Sanker.

Officer Nichols fired her Taser at the suspect, but it was ineffective.

Officer Sanker backed down the driveway as the suspect charged at him. Officer
Sanker discharged his firearm at the suspect, striking the suspect. The suspect
continued to threaten the officers and continued to advance on Officer Sanker,
ignoring commands to stop.

Officer Daniel H. Reese Officer Michael A. Sanker




Officers Reese fired his weapon at the suspect. The suspect was struck by gunfire
and again advanced towards Officer Sanker. Officer Reese and Officer Nichols
fired at the suspect, and he dropped to the ground. The suspect was taken into
custody by Officer Sanker and Officer Nichols. They called for EMS and at-

tempted life-saving measures, but the suspect did not survive.

Officers Reese and Weaver reentered the residence to rescue the injured female
and search for victims. Officer Weaver began rendering first aid to the female
victim who was transported to the hospital. The suspect’s mother was found with
significant lacerations and was pronounced deceased.

The suspect’s grandfather was transported to the hospital with significant lacera-
tions.

Through the investigation it was determined that suspect used a Samurai sword
and a crowbar during the attacks inside of the residence.

The heroic actions of Officer Sanker, Reese, Nichols, and Weaver undoubtedly
saved not only their own lives, but also the life of one of the victims, while pro-
tecting others from further actions from the suspect. The VACP is proud to
present the 2025 Award for Valor to Virginia Beach Police Officers Daniel H.
Reese, Michael A. Sanker, Ramsey Weaver and Shardonnay N. Nichols.

Officer Ramsey Weaver




Virginia State Police

TROOPER LLOYD R. SPENCER

On July 19, 2024, Trooper Lloyd R. Spencer
was on routine patrol in Botetourt County.
Trooper Spencer observed a motorcycle that
did not appear to have a rear license plate
mounted on it. The motorcycle had a male
driver and a female passenger.

This was at the end of the on-ramp to the
Blue Ridge Parkway coming from Route
460. Trooper Spencer attempted to conduct
a traffic stop. The motorcycle briefly stopped
at the stop sign but then sped off travelling
north on the parkway.

Trooper Spencer called in a pursuit and
caught up to the motorcycle while main-
taining a safe distance and providing updates to dispatch. This is a very remote
section of the parkway with no access roads, making it extremely difficult and
time-consuming for other responding units to catch up and assist. Speeds varied
from 70 to 100 miles per hour as traffic was light at this time on the parkway.

Trooper Lloyd R. Spencer

The pursuit continued for approximately eight miles until the motorcycle turned
into a parking area, travelled through the parking area, and got back on the
parkway heading south.

The motorcycle then slowed at a pull-off and the female passenger jumped off
the back of the motorcycle and fell on the ground.

The driver, who was the only occupant at this time, attempted to travel down a
fire access road that was blocked by a metal gate. There was a large rock to the
left of the metal gate with a small opening for pedestrians to walk between the
rock and the metal gate. The motorcycle became wedged between the rock and
the metal gate, and the driver was attempting to get the bike through the small
opening to travel down the fire access road.

Spencer exited his patrol vehicle and attempted to remove the driver from the
motorcycle to bring the pursuit to an end. Spencer pulled the driver off the
motorcycle to the ground in an attempt to gain control. Spencer

identified that the driver had a pistol on his waist




and was attempting to cycle a round into the barrel. Spencer immediately backed
away from the subject, drew his pistol, and fired several rounds, eliminating the
threat.

The whole duration was only several seconds from the time Spencer exited his
vehicle to when the subject was attempting to fire his weapon at Spencer. Nei-
ther the female passenger nor any other bystanders were injured as a result of
Spencer's actions. For his bravery and quick thinking, we are honored to present
Virginia State Police Trooper Lloyd R. Spencer with the 2025 VACP Award for
Valor.




ach year, the President of the Virginia
Association of Chiefs of Police & Foundation
selects an individual for the VACP President’s

Award to recognize their exemplary service to the

Association, the Virginia law enforcement community,

and the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This year, VACP President Chief Scott C. Booth is
proud to recognize Chief (Ret.) Angela M. Greene, the

newly appointed Director of Organized Retail Crime
for the Office of the Virginia Attorney General.




2025 PRESIDENT'S AWARD

CHIEF (RET) ANGELA M. GREENE
Director of Organized Retail Crime,

Office of the Virginia Attorney General

Chief Greene’s distinguished career spans more than two decades of service to Vir-
ginia communities. She began her law enforcement career in 2001 with the Rich-
mond Police Department, rising to the rank of Captain. In 2016, she was appointed
Assistant Chief of Police in Portsmouth, overseeing Uniform Patrol, Special Opera-
tions, SWAT, and numerous specialized units. In 2019, she became Chief of Police
for the City of Portsmouth, leading over 350 sworn, auxiliary, and civilian personnel,
and championing community engagement and crime reduction programs.

Most recently, Chief Greene served as Chief of Police in Lexington, Virginia, where
she was appointed in 2021. Beyond her departmental leadership, she has been an
active contributor to law enforcement statewide, serving as 3rd Vice President of the
Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police, a Commissioner for the Virginia Law En-
forcement Professional Standards Commission, Vice Chair of the Cardinal Criminal
Justice Regional Training Academy, and as a Governor-appointed member of the
Maternal Mortality Review Team.

Her academic achievements include a bachelor’s degree in Pre-Law and Political Sci-
ence from Fairleigh Dickinson University, a master’s degree in Public Administra-
tion from Old Dominion University, and she is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Public
Administration from Liberty University.

Chief Greene’s lifelong commitment to public safety, professionalism, and commu-
nity partnerships exemplifies the spirit of this award. President Booth is hon-
ored to present her with the 2025 VACP President’s Award.
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