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he Virginia Association of Chiefs of

I Police and Foundation (VACP) each year
recognizes individuals in three award
categories — Valor, Lifesaving, and Outstanding
Contribution to Law Enforcement — as well as
presenting a President’s Award. It is with great

pride that we recognize the exceptional efforts
of these fine officers who are a credit to their

agencies and true public servants to the citizens of

the Commonwealth.

The VACP wishes to thank AT&T Public Safety
Solutions for their support of tonight’s awards
banquet.

Sincerely,

Colonel Thierry G. Dupuis, Ret.
2016-2017 VACP President
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he Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police

& Foundation (VACP) is proud to honor

twenty-two officers with the 2017 Award
for Lifesaving,

The VACP Lifesaving Award is presented in
recognition of a law enforcement officet’s actions
that put that officer in harm’s way in an attempt to
save the life of another.

This yeat’s honorees risked their own lives in an
effort to save others from burning buildings and

vehicles, shootings, suicides, and other dangerous

situations.

The Lifesaving Awards will be presented at the

officers’ agencies by their chiefs on behalf of the
VACP.




2017 LIFESAVING AWARDS

Bedford Police Department
Sergeant Levi Poole Officer Joshua Peltier

Hanover Co. Sheriff’s Office
Lieutenant Rusty Hale Sergeant Michael Brown
Deputy Matthew O’Bryant

James City Co. Police Department
Master Police Officer Diane Walter

Salem Police Department

Officer Brandon Alterio

South Hill Police Department
Officer J.T. “Jamie” Velvin

Dept. of Conservation & Recreation, Div. of State Parks
Park Manager/Conservation Officer Christopher Doss
Assistant Manager/Conservation Officer Broderick Havens

Virginia Beach Police Department
Officer Randall K. Bryant Officer Daniel J. Evans
Officer Gregory S. Yorgen

Virginia Beach Police Department
Sergeant Justin K. Cole

Virginia State Police Richmond Co. Sheriff’s Office
St. Trooper Ona B. Moody, Jr.  Sheriff Stephen B. Smith
Trooper Joseph P. Hylan Captain T. Johnson

Trooper R. Matthew Reed Deputy Charles P. Bowles, IV

Virginia State Police

Trooper Timothy M. Davenport, Jt.

Virginia State Police

Trooper John A. Williamson
— ee—




onight, the Virginia Association of Chiefs of
Police & Foundation (VACP) honors twelve
Virginia law enforcement officers with our

highest award.

The VACP Award for Valor recognizes a law
enforcement officer who, in the line of duty, performs
an act of extraordinary heroism while engaged with

an adversary at imminent personal risk.

These awards recognize the bravery, professionalism

and commitment to public service of these fine
officers.
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17 VALOR AWARDS

Chesapeake Police Department

Officer Heather R. Bishop
Officer Konrad V. Kaufman

Chesterfield County Police Department
OFC Christopher L. Hodges

Harrisonburg Police Department

Officer Joshua W. Joseph
Officer Dwayne Jones
Officer Justin Kline

Virginia State Police

Trooper Scott A, Lam

Hopewell Police Department

Detective Cameron List

Newport News Police Department

Sergeant Brendan D. Bartley

Master Police Officer Jamie A. Acree

Virginia State Police

Special Agent Travis W. Keeter
Trooper Jamell R. Johnson




Chesapeake Police Department

OFFICER HEATHER R. BISHOP
OFFICER KONRAD V. KAUFMAN

On April 27, 2016, Chesapeake Police Officers Heather Bishop and Konrad
Kaufman were dispatched to serve an emergency custody order. As Officer Bishop
spoke with the subject’s mother in the residence, the subject entered and approached
with a handgun. Officer Bishop quickly retreated but the subject began firing at the
officers.They immediately sought separate cover.

The subject repeatedly emerged from cover and fired on both officers. Officer
Kaufman was able to return fire several times before the subject focused his fire on
him. Pinned down, Officer Kaufman radioed Officer Bishop to tell her to take the
shot if she had it.

Officer Bishop stepped out from cover and fired
four rounds at the subject, drawing his fire off of
Officer Kaufman and allowing Kaufman to take
a better position. The subject’s mother ran into
the front yard and the subject fired one round
at her, injuring her. Officer Kaufman then re-
engaged the subject for what would be the last
time. The subject fell down, wounded, but still
had control of his weapon. Both officers repeat-
edly gave verbal commands that the subject ig-
nored. Even wounded, he continued to attempt
to grasp his weapon until he became physically
unable to do so.

Officers Bishop and Kaufman performed at the
highest possible level during this incident. Un-
der a great deal of stress, they relied heavily upon
their training and maintained contact with each
other. Their actions saved not only their own
lives, but the lives of the two adults and four chil-
dren inside the subject’s residence. Since the in-
cident, Officer Kaufman has returned to active
military duty. We are honored to present Offi-
cer Heather Bishop and former Officer Konrad
Kaufman with the VACP Award for Valor.

Officer Konrad V. Kaufman
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CHESTERFIELD
VIRGINIA =

In the early morning of November 24, 2016,
Chesterfield County police officers were dis-
patched to an armed robbery in progress at a
gas station. Officer First Class Christopher
Hodges was working in an adjacent area and
immediately responded to the emergency call
along with fellow officers. After positioning his
police cruiser behind the nearby Waffle House,
Officer Hodges arrived on scene by foot ap-
proximately three minutes after the initial call
was dispatched. Upon seeing Officer Hodges,
the suspect immediately changed his direction
of escape.

Knowing the subject was armed, Officer Hodg-
es gave chase without hesitation. He swiftly ran i .
between a dumpster and the Waffle House OFC Christopher L. Hodges
only to find himself under gun fire in the res-

taurant’s parking lot. As he ran for cover, Officer Hodges returned fire toward the

wood line where the shooter was concealed, successfully changed his magazine, and
then continued to fire at the suspect, striking him once. Shortly after, the wounded
suspect crawled out of the woods and was taken into custody by assisting officers.
The firearm used by the suspect and nine spent shell casings were later recovered
from the woods. The suspect is now serving a sentence in prison.

Through his heroic and courageous actions, Officer First Class Hodges embodied
the Chesterfield County Police Department’s mission of public service while coura-
geously ensuring the safety of the community. He carried out his duty by pursuing
an armed and dangerous subject, which put his life at risk. Officer Hodges is recog-
nized for his bravery, tactical skill, and the high level of service displayed during this
extremely dangerous and violent incident.

We are honored to present Officer First Class Christopher Hodges with the VACP
Award for Valor.




Harrisonburg Police Department
OFFICER ]OSHUA W. ]OSEPH
OFFICER DWAYNE ION ES

OFFICER JUSTIN KLINE

Virginia State Police
TROOPER SCOTT A. LAM

Just before midnight on February 26, 2017, Harrisonburg Police Officer Joshua Jo-
seph observed an oncoming vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed — 53 MPH in a
35 MPH zone. Officer Joseph turned on the vehicle and activated his blue lights as
the suspect vehicle approached an intersection and
illegally turned right against a red light. Officer Jo-
seph followed the vehicle, which turned the wrong
way down a one-way street. The suspect continued
to drive erratically, disregarding red lights and stop
signs through the downtown business district. Of-
ficer Joseph then turned his blue lights off and at-
tempted to simply follow the suspect vehicle as he
had recorded the vehicle’s registration. Officer Jo-
seph eventually lost track of the suspect vehicle and
resumed his regular patrol assignment.

About 30 minutes later, Officer Joseph observed a
dark-colored truck that he believed was the same
vehicle that he had attempted to stop earlier. Of-
ficer Joseph did not activate his blue lights until he
could confirm from the registration that it was the
same vehicle. He notified the Emergency Com-
munications Center that he was following the sus-
pect vehicle and requested other units before he
would initiate a traffic stop to avoid another pos-
sibility of a vehicle pursuit.

Officer Justin Kline was in the area when Officer
Joseph's request for assistance came over the radio.
As Kline approached, he observed Officer Joseph
behind the suspect vehicle and turned around.
Knowing the suspect vehicle had fled before, Of
ficer Kline positioned his patrol vehicle at an angle
to the suspect vehicle to prevent it from backing
up to strike an officer or patrol vehicle. By this
time, Officer Dwayne Jones had arrived to assist.

Officer Kline exited his patrol vehicle and ob- Officer Dwayne Jones




served the suspect exit his vehicle with a small
black revolver in his hand. The suspect immedi-
ately began to fire at Officer Kline, shattering the
windshield of his patrol vehicle. A second round
hit the spotlight on his vehicle.

The suspect then turned his weapon toward Officer
Joseph, firing several rounds. Officer Joseph pro-
ceeded to a nearby tree for cover as the suspect was
firing on him. Officer Jones observed the suspect
exit his vehicle and fire two shots at Officer Kline,
Officer Jones and the suspect exchanged gunfire as
Officer Kline was getting off the ground to pursue
the suspect. Officer Jones and Officer Joseph then

joined Kline in the foot pursuit.

Virginia State Police Trooper Scott Lam had been
monitoring HPD's radio traffic and immediately
responded to assist the Harrisonburg officers
with the stop. On arrival, Trooper Lam observed
the suspect firing at the officers and, without hesi-
tation, joined them in the foot pursuit.

The officers and Trooper Lam chased the suspect
into the residential area and observed him turn
a corner behind a residence and then either fall
or jump into a boat on the ground. The officers
repeatedly commanded the suspect to drop his
weapon, which he had trained on the officers from
his position inside the boat. Officer Jones again
returned fire at the suspect.

Officers Joseph, Kline and Jones and Trooper Lam
again took cover to assess the situation. Realizing
the suspect was in the process of reloading his re-
volver, Trooper Lam used the distraction to his advantage and stealthily advanced
on the suspect. Within seconds, Lam had disarmed the man and apprehended him.

Trooper Scott A. Lam

With the suspect in custody, Trooper Lam assessed the well-being and safety of the
Harrisonburg officers before rendering first aid to the injured suspect until EMS
arrived on scene. The suspect was transported to UVA Medical and treated for the
four gunshot wounds he sustained.

The investigation revealed the suspect had told members of his family that he was
looking for a weapon so he could have a, “shootout” with law enforcement. The sus-
pect is presently being held on numerous charges, including the attempted murder of
four police officers.

For their acts of bravery in the line of fire, we award Harrisonburg Police Officers
Joshua Joseph, Dwayne Jones and Justin Kline and Virginia State Police Trooper
Scott Lam with the VACP Award for Valor.




DETECTIVE CAMERON LIST

On March 20, 2016, Hopewell Police Officer Cam-
eron List responded to a stabbing in progress call
at Twin Rivers Apartments. His quick arrival in-
terrupted the knife attack on an already seriously
wounded victim.

Officer List was immediately confronted by the
highly agitated offender who advanced towards him
yielding three knives and was yelling for the officer
to shoot him. Officer List gave several verbal com-
mands for the suspect to drop the knives while try-
ing to keep distance between the rapidly approach-
ing offender and himself.

Unfortunately, the commands were unsuccess-
ful and the assailant rushed Officer List, who was

Detective Cameron List

forced to discharge his weapon, killing the offender. First aid was immediately given
to the mortally wounded offender as well as to the victim of the knife assault.

Both the offender’s daughter and the mother of the stabbing victim stated that, had
Officer List not arrived and taken action when he did, the victim would have been
killed in the stabbing attack. Both women called Officer List a “hero” and came to the

Police Department to thank him personally.

For his extraordinary heroism and for putting his own life in imminent danger to
save another, Hopewell Police Detective Cameron List is recognized with the VACP

Award for Valor.




Newport News Police Department

SERGEANT BRENDAN D. BARTLEY
MASTER POLICE OFFICER JAMIE A. ACREE

On January 14, 2016 at approximately 11 am, New-
port News police units were dispatched in reference
to a vehicle crash. As officers responded, dispatch
advised that there was a subject at the crash scene
with a gun and that shots had been fired.

When the first officers arrived on scene, they ob-
served two subjects had been shot and killed inside
one of the vehicles. The officers were approached by
a subject that had been in

the vehicle, but was not injured, who pointed out
the fleeing suspect that had committed the shoot-
ing. The first officer on scene radioed what the
suspect was wearing and his direction of travel and
requested officers respond to the area where he was

headed.

Sergeant Brendan Bartley and Master Police Of
ficer Jamie Acree arrived in the area and were set-
ting up a perimeter when Sergeant Bartley radioed
that he observed the suspect in the 1300 block of
Roanoke Avenue. Sergeant Bartley took position on
the west side of a courtyard between a set of build-
ings and MPO Acree was on the east side. Sergeant
Bartley then reported that shots were fired and the
suspect was down.

It appeared the suspect had discharged his weapon
into the door of an apartment in an attempt to gain
entry. Sergeant Bartley discharged two rounds from
his duty weapon and MPO Acree discharged one MPO Jamie A. Acree
round at the suspect when they observed he had

a weapon and was not following their commands. The suspect sustained non-life-
threatening injuries.

Two weapons were recovered in the immediate area of the suspect. Later investiga-
tion connected the suspect’s weapon to the murdered individuals at the crash scene.
If not for the immediate actions of Sergeant Bartley and MPO Acree, a dangerous
criminal may not have been taken into custody for the violent murders of two indi-
viduals. We are honored to recognize Sergeant Brendan Bartley and Master Police

Officer Jamie Acree with the VACP Award for Valor.




Virginia State Police
SPECIAL AGENT TRAVIS W. KEETER
TROOPER ]AMELL R. ]OHNSON

On the afternoon of March 31, 2016, a total
of 16 troopers, special agents and supervisors
had reported to the Greyhound Bus Station in
the City of Richmond to conduct field practical
operations.

The actions of a 34-year-old restaurant patron
had caught the eye of Virginia State Trooper
Chad Dermyer. As the man exited the termi-
nal’s bathroom, Trooper Dermyer casually ap-
proached the man and engaged in a brief conver-
sation with him. Shortly into the conversation,
the male subject turned slightly away from the
trooper to conceal the Beretta 40-caliber hand-

gun he pulled from his waistband.

Within seconds, the male subject turned Special Agent Travis W. Keeter

around and began shooting Trooper Dermyer
at close range. He also shot and wounded a
21-year-old New York woman and a 41-yeat-
old North Carolina woman standing nearby in
the terminal.

Trooper Jamell Johnson and then-Trooper
Travis Keeter were the closest in proximity to
Trooper Dermyer and to the shooter. Refusing
to take cover, Trooper Johnson and Trooper
Keeter immediately engaged the shooter in
order to neutralize the ongoing threat to their
fellow troopers and the citizens inside the bus
terminal. Both troopers fired on the suspect,

and Trooper Keeter continued the firefight as
the suspect retreated into the terminal’s res- el

taurant. Trooper Keeter was then able to place Trooper Jamell R. Johnson
the suspect in handcuffs as Trooper Johnson

went to Trooper Dermyer’s aid.

The suspect’s actions that afternoon cleatly presented a life and death situation for
numerous individuals inside the terminal. The gunman not only had an extensive
criminal record in the state of Illinois, which included numerous drug violations and
violent crimes, but he also had 143 rounds of additional ammunition in his posses-




sion. There is no doubt additional lives were saved because of Trooper Johnson and
Special Agent Keeter’s instantaneous actions. Both readily put their own safety at
risk in order to protect Trooper Dermyer and every other individual — sworn and
civilian — exposed to this deadly gunman,

The concerted actions demonstrated by Trooper Johnson and Special Agent Keeter
went well above and beyond the call of duty. A supervisor, who reviewed surveillance
footage from inside the terminal stated, “.. Special Agent Keeter’s speed in react-
ing was truly remarkable. His instant response clearly caught the suspect off guard.”
Despite best efforts by Trooper Johnson and Special Agent Keeter, Trooper Chad
Dermyer’s wounds proved to be fatal. Trooper Jamell Johnson and Special Agent
Travis Keeter displayed exceptional leadership, courage, and professionalism, put-
ting their lives on the line to save others. The VACP is honored to present them with
the distinguished Award for Valor.

In Memory of
Trooper
Chad P. Dermyer

-
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he President of the Virginia Association of
Chiefs of Police & Foundation (VACP) each
year selects an individual for the President’s
Award in recognition of meritorious efforts on behalf
of the law enforcement profession and Virginia’s crim-

inal justice system.

This year, the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police
& Foundation and 2016-17 VACP President Colonel
Thierry G. Dupuis, Ret. are proud to recognize Mrs.
Jessica Sears Younce with the 2017 President’s Award.




2017 PRESIDENT S AWARD
JESSICA SEARS YOUNCE

Since 2008, Jessica Sears Younce has been dedi-
cated to working with the law enforcement pro-

fession to increase awareness of the potentially
harmful effects of high speed driving by police
officers. By sharing her personal experience in-
volving the tragic death of her late husband, Co-
lonial Heights Police Lieutenant James Sears,
Jessica delivers a law enforcement safety pro-
gram from the point of view of the victim, which
provides unforgettable insights. Her long-stand-
ing partnership with the Chesterfield County
Police Department, as well as other driver edu-
cation and safety entities, has seen her presenta-

tion reach different regions of the nation.

Jessica has partnered with the Association of Law Enforcement Emergency Response
Trainers (ALERT), an international organization devoted to the development and
implementation of ongoing training relative to law enforcement emergency vehicle
operation. In August 2010, ALERT invited Jessica to Indiana to produce a video ver-
sion of her presentation. The video is available to all ALERT members and currently
is used in numerous law enforcement agencies across the United States and Canada.

Her commitment to safety for all motorists and pedestrians, and the educational
awareness that the presentation brings has caused recruits, officers, and others in law
enforcement to become more aware of how they drive, even in emergency circum-
stances. By raising the awareness of police officers, she has no doubt saved the lives of
others through her message of safety. Since the program’s inception, she has taught
more than 8,400 law enforcement officers, as well as 355 high school aged criminal
justice students. She has travelled to agencies throughout Virginia, Oklahoma and
Georgia. The effectiveness of the program has seen her partner with the National
Highway Transportation and Safety Administration to get compact discs of the pre-
sentation distributed to law enforcement academies across the country. In 2012, Jes-
sica was recognized for her efforts with the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police

Award for Outstanding Contribution to Law Enforcement.

By the end of 2017, more than 10,000 law enforcement officers and recruits will have
been touched by Jessica’s presentation. This contribution to the safety of public set-
vants and the communities that they serve cannot be understated. Motor vehicle crash-
es continue to be a leading cause of death and injury for law enforcement. Through
her gripping presentation, diligent efforts, and concern for traffic safety, Jessica Sears
Younce has been lowering that risk. and is commended for her contributions.
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Our sincere thanks to

PLATINUM SPONSOR
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2017 VACP Awards Banquet.
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Award Recipients & Executive Board:

¢ Please remain at the end of the banquet for additional

group photographs. Gather near the stage at the front of
the room.

¢ Protective boxes for your awards are available at
the front of the room after the banquet.

Photography:

¢ Photographs of the award presentations will be available
on the VACP photo website — http://photos.vachiefs.org —
following the conference. Prints may be purchased from
the photo gallery directly, or you may download high-

resolution images to make your own prints.
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Virginia Association of
Chiefs of Police & Foundation

AWARDS COMMITTEE

Chief Douglas A. Goodman, Jr., Committee Chairman
Ashland Police Department

Chief James E. Williams

Staunton Police Department

Chief Anthony J. Panebianco
Town of Middleburg Police Department

Chief Brad Rinehimer
James City County Police Department

Chief Raul Diaz
Lynchburg Police Department

Chief David Nye
Fredericksburg Police Department

Chief Al Thomas
Chatlottesville Police Department




Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police & Foundation
880 Technology Park Drive, Suite 100
Glen Allen, VA 23059
Phone: (804) 285-8227
Fax: (804) 285-3363
http://www.vachiefs.org




