






of RWS systems has further enhanced 

the adaptability of these platforms. The 

Common Armoured Vehicle System 

(CAYS), employing a Patria 6x6 design, is a 

cooperative manufacturing effort and will 

be fielded by Germany, Finland, Sweden 

and Latvia. It not only addresses the specific 

mission needs of each user, but it contributes 

to interoperability, shared logistics and 

cross-army uniformity. Examples of the 

flexibility and adaptability of wheeled 

combat vehicles is demonstrated by the 

German Army's selection of the Boxer, 

including an IFV version with a 30mm 

remote turret for its four new medium 

brigades. 

In addition, Lithuania is using diverse 

Boxer variants such as an armoured 

vehicle-launched bridge, repair and 

recovery, armoured mortar vehicle, Serpens 

surveillance radar, ATGM vehicles and even 

aC-UAS model. 

MOBILE ARTILLERY 

The de-emphasis of tube artillery fostered 

during the War on Terror has been wiped 

away by the sheer volume of artillery 

fires employed in Ukraine. Artillery, long 

touted as the "king of the battlefield", has 

unquestionably again demonstrated its 

crucial contribution to combat. The need 

for mobility in artillery systems has been 

particularly highlighted too. Traditional 

tracked self-propelled howitzers (SPH) 

have demonstrated their effectiveness. 

Characteristics like real-time positioning, 

digital computation, automated laying, 

automatic loading and high rates of burst 

fire, as found in the German-built PzH2000, 

further facilitate this lethality. 

These capabilities are now considered 

firm requirements in contemporary 

artillery acquisitions. This is a major 

contributing factor in the success of 

Hanwha's Kg Thunder 155mm L/52 SPH. 

Users include South Korea, Australia, 

Poland, Finland, India, Norway, Estonia, 

Egypt, Turkey and Romania. The addition 

of a fully automated ammunition resupply 

vehicle with equivalent mobility (the KIO for 

Hanwha's Kg) further enhances the combat 

utility of these systems. 

The necessity to relocate, referred to

as "shoot and scoot", presents a dilemma 

for towed guns. The answer has been the 

introduction of truck-mounted artillery, 

a concept successfully pursued by France 

in its CAESAR. Such systems include the 

performance characteristics of traditional 

tracked SPHs, but based on a tactical 

truck or wheeled combat-vehicle chassis. 

The CAESAR can transition to a halt, fire 

accurately and then move again in less than 

go seconds. 

The KNDS RCH-155 takes mobile 

wheeled howitzers in a more advanced 

direction by mounting an L/52 gun on 

a Boxer 8x8 chassis, thereby providing 

significantly improved off-road mobility 

and addressing the primary limitation of 

truck-mounted systems. This trend toward 

wheeled mobile artillery, which can be more 

readily and economically manufactured 

while proving both effective and survivable 

on the battlefield, is seeing universal 

adoption. 

Another rediscovered truism of 

artillery employment is that range is a 

major advantage. This was reinforced by 

US Army Brigadier General Rory Crooks, 

Director Long-Range Precision Fires 

Cross-Functional Team at Army Futures 

Command, who called it "a number one 

consideration". Gaining equal or better 

effective range over an opponent is 

essential. "The problems of range, capacity 

and survivability based on mobility are 

really hard to overcome individually, and 

put us at risk for mission success moving 

forward." 

The USA's latest M10gA7 with an L/3g 
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