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Center for Entrepreneurship

“Contribute to Ohio University’s 

entrepreneurial eco-system by 

enhancing entrepreneurship 

education, university-based 

entrepreneurial activity and 

regionally focused business 

development.” 

• 2011: Approved by trustees and 

formally launched

• 2012-2013: Program development focus 

• A unique partnership between OHIO’s 

College of Business and Voinovich 

School of Leadership and Public Affairs

• Builds on successes of TechGROWTH 

Ohio



Primary Objectives

• Opportunities in entrepreneurship for all 

students 

• Development of innovative curriculum

• Programs for entrepreneurs in the region

• Mentoring, internships and connections 

with alumni, entrepreneurs and 

businesses

• Educational opportunities for faculty 

and researchers

• Student run entrepreneurship clubs 

and businesses





Strategic Framework

Advisory Board

Infrastructure and Human Capital

Marketing, Public Relations, and Networks 
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Key People
Leadership Team Center Staff and Admin

Student 

Employees
Faculty

Fellows



Teaching and Learning 
“The Center follows the 

University ethos of student-

centered learning and uses 

an experiential and action 

learning philosophy for 

teaching small student 

groups.” 

• Student-centered learning

• Experiential and action learning 

designs

• Integration of hands-on learning with 

more traditional forms

• Consulting history

• Thinking and theory

• International focus







Student Clubs

• OU Entrepreneurs

• Consulting Fellows

• Enactus

• Epsilon Nu Tau

• Think Design



Events



Competitions



Programs for Start-ups

• Bobcat Hatchery

• Fellows Mentoring

• Start-up Weekends

• Innovation Accelerator

• Technology Mixers

• Innovation Center

• TechGROWTH Ohio



Unique Aspects
• College of Business and Voinovich School Collaboration

• Access to capital and commercialization expertise

• Certificate in entrepreneurship

• Venture development pipeline inside and outside of the curriculum

• Rural Southeastern Ohio

• Unique relationships with international partners via Global 

Consulting Program



2014 Developments
{Students} {Program}

Developed entrepreneurial fellows 

network and champions network

Founded International Pitch Competition

Starting a Certificate in Social 

Entrepreneurship 

New faculty, two assistant professors and 

one visiting professor3

Established Advisory Board

New courses; “Entrepreneurship in 

Practice” and “Social Entrepreneurship”2

Recruited new assistant director 

Increase from 42 to 84 majors in 2014

17Non-BBA students to 76 per semester 

(23 certificate students)

Established Student Advisory Board

Recruited student ambassadors



Contact
• Nominee

– Luke Pittaway

• Director pittaway@ohio.edu

• Presenters
– Hugh Sherman

• Dean, College of Business shermanh@ohio.edu

– Lynn Gellermann

• Executive Director gellerml@ohio.edu

– Noah Rosenblatt

• Student Marketing Director nr383611@ohio.edu
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