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Trunkline is published four times each year  
as a membership benefit to inform UNLA members  
of the opportunities and actions of the association  

and its members.

Send submissions to:
Trunkline c/o UNLA Office

PO Box 1073
Riverton, UT 84065-1073 

Phone 801-424-9223

INTERNET RESOURCES

UNLA 
www.utahgreen.org

The UNLA was established to support 
and promote the interests of nurs-
erymen and landscapers in Utah. 

The association’s early years were marked 
by efforts to standardize practices, share 
knowledge, and advocate for the industry. 

The scrapbooks maintained by the 
UNLA are invaluable historical resources. 
They contain newspaper clippings, letters, 
invitations, schedules to conferences, ad-
vertisements, pictures, and much more. 

The list of past presidents is mostly 
complete, except for the 1990s. We have 

The Utah Nursery and 
Landscape Association 
(UNLA), originally known 
as the Utah Association 
of Nurserymen, has a rich 
history that spans several 
decades. The association’s 
scrapbooks, dating back 
to the 1960s, provide a 
fascinating glimpse into its 
evolution and the broader 
horticultural landscape in 
Utah.

Celebrating 75 Years  
 of Excellence:
    The History 
  of UNLA
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a history of presidents from 1937 to 2025! These leaders played 
crucial roles in guiding the association through different eras, 
adapting to changes in the industry, and ensuring the continued 
growth and relevance of the UNLA. If you have information re-
garding the presidents of the UNLA during the 90s, please email 
Hayley at memberservices@utahgreen.org.

Over the years, the UNLA has evolved to meet the changing 
needs of its members and the industry. It has expanded its focus 
to include landscape professionals, reflecting the broader scope 
of horticultural practices. The association continues to be a vital 
resource for education, networking, and advocacy, contributing 
significantly to the development of the nursery and landscape 
industry in Utah.

If you would like more detailed 
information on the UNLA’s history, be sure 
to pay attention to our blog at  
https://www.utahgreen.org/news/  
throughout this year with more 
information to be shared.

Designing outdoor spaces to create unique experiences comes with 
its own set of challenges, especially here in Utah. It can be tough 
finding ideal plants that will thrive at your location in the quantities 
you need. As Utah’s largest production nursery for more than 35 
years, we have your solutions.

• We grow hundreds of thousands of plants right here in Utah, 
and have connections with growers throughout the Western 
U.S., so we can supply even your largest projects.

• We can grow plants for you on contract, so you won’t have to 
hunt and settle for mismatched plants from multiple sources. 

• If you need to substitute a plant, we’ll help you find plants 
perfectly suited to match your vision.

• Save time with easy ordering, pickup, and delivery.

Realize Your Vision
On Time, On Budget, and Beyond Expectations

Progressive Plants

Call us or visit us online at 
Progressiveplants.com today!

10252 South Bacchus Hwy
Copperton, UT 84006

801.565.7333

History  
(continued from page 3)
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Salt Lake County 4-H 
Garden Program

4-H is the nation’s largest Positive 
Youth Development Program, inspir-
ing the next generation of leaders, 

inventors, entrepreneurs, and problem 
solvers. Through hands-on experiences, 
4-H helps youth develop confidence, 
leadership, and critical life skills. Programs 
span a wide range of interests—from 
livestock and sewing to robotics and lead-
ership development.

Salt Lake County 4-H is the youth 
division of Utah State University (USU) 
Extension in Salt Lake County. Our mis-
sion is to help young people discover their 
passions (“sparks”) and turn them into 
strengths that benefit both themselves 
and their communities.

Garden Programs: Growing 
Leaders & Junior Master 
Gardeners
Salt Lake County 4-H offers two main 
garden-focused programs:

• Growing Leaders: This program 
empowers teens who are passionate 
about gardening to become leaders. 
These youth lead workshops, run 
summer camps, and support field trips, 
teaching urban youth about agriculture 
and gardening.

• Junior Master Gardener (JMG): 
Open to all Salt Lake County youth in 
grades 3–12, this program uses the 
Texas A&M Extension JMG curriculum 
to teach gardening from planting to 
harvesting. While open to all, special 
outreach is made to military-connected 
youth through our partnership with the 
Utah National Guard.

Environmental Education:  
Utah Envirothon

In addition to gardening, Salt Lake 
County 4-H offers programs for youth 

interested in environmental science. One 
key opportunity is the Utah Envirothon, 
a hands-on environmental and natural 
resource competition for high school 
students (grades 9–12, ages 14–19). 
The program integrates STEM education 
with outdoor experiences and challenges 
students to solve real-world conservation 
problems. Participants gain leadership 
skills and a deeper commitment to sus-
tainability and environmental stewardship.

Salt Lake County 4-H will coach an 
Envirothon team during the 2025 school 
year and is currently seeking coaches, 
mentors, and financial sponsors to 

Growing Future Leaders:  
  The 4-H Gardening  
 Program

Salt Lake County 4-H welcomes community support!  
We are always looking for:

help the team prepare and travel to com-
petitions.

Get Involved

• Donations of plants, garden supplies, and financial contributions
• Volunteers to serve as garden helpers, contest/fair judges, youth mentors, presenters, 

club assistants, and club leaders
If you’re interested in supporting or volunteering, please contact Pam Van Wagoner 
at pamela.vanwagoner@usu.edu .
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PROUD MEMBER OF

Products and services may not be available in all states. Terms, 
conditions, and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance 
and annuity products may be underwritten by American National 
Insurance Company, Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty 
products and services may be underwritten by American National 
Property and Casualty Company or American National General 
Insurance Company, both of Springfield, Missouri.

25.025.66400.0225

We take your business insurance personally.

GWEN’S 
GARDEN CENTER

Your business is personal. That’s why you deserve a personalized insurance plan specially designed to 
meet your needs.  
American National agents have proven experience and success protecting green industry professionals 
like you. They take the time to understand your business, creating tailored plans that can include 
coverages for plant stock and store merchandise, as well as Commercial Auto, Commercial Umbrella, 
Workers’ Compensation, Cyber and Employment Practices Liability Insurance.
We recognize the challenges that come with building a business, and it would be our 
privilege to help protect yours. With a wide selection of business coverage solutions 
and life and annuity options, combined with the personalized service of an American 
National agent, we can fulfill all your individual insurance needs. 
For a no-obligation Professional Insurance Review, scan the QR code.

FLORISTS • WHOLESALE NURSERY GROWERS • GARDEN CENTERS  
GREENHOUSE GROWERS • LANDSCAPERS • LAWN MAINTENANCE
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Unleash your creativity and connect with fellow women 
in the green industry at our fall Paint Party!

Registration is now open! Don’t miss out on 
this exciting opportunity to create, relax, and 
enjoy great company.

As part of our Student Connections 
Program, the UNLA is working with 
the Granite School District Career 

and Technical Education department to 
find internship opportunities and jobs 
for students who are looking for work-
based learning opportunities. Members 
can either send job/internship postings 
(internships do not need to be paid) or 
join their advisory board. The Granite 
School District includes the following high 
schools:

Cottonwood High School 
Kearns High School
Cyprus High School 
Olympus High School
Granger High School 
Skyline High School
Hunter High School 
Taylorsville High School

If you are interested in participating or 
supporting this program, 
please fill out the Busi-
ness Partners Form. Any 
questions, please contact 
Meeja Fortie  
meeja@utahgreen.org.

Scan for Business Partners Form:

Unlocking Potential:  
Student 
Connections 
Program with 
Granite School District
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The UNLA Industry Awards Program 
seeks to honor and highlight green 
industry individuals and companies 

who have made significant contributions 

Selected for its fragrance and bloom color, 
Scentara® Double Blue lilac creates an 
unforgettable spring display with very large 
flower clusters made up of lavender-blue double 
florets that cover the plant. Good resistance to 
mildew. Long-lived and easy to grow.

Available from Proven Winners® ColorChoice® 
growers www.provenwinners-shrubs.com

SCENTARA®  
 DOUBLE BLUE
Syringa × hyacinthiflora ‘SMNSHBBL’ 
PP#29,801; CBRAF

Disease resistant | Fragrant | Easy Care

10’  Spring USDA 2-8

6-8’ tall + wide  

LEARN ABOUT OUR  
LANDSCAPE PROGRAM

CLASSIC LILAC CHARM, 
MODERN  

PERFORMANCE

Now Accepting Nominations:  
UNLA Awards 2025

to their fields. We would like to recognize 
their accomplishments and outstanding 
work. *Remember, you can nominate 
others or yourself.*

Nominations will close on October 
10th, 2025, and award winners will be 
notified by the UNLA in November 2025. 
All award winners will be recognized 
at our awards reception to be held on 
January 5, 2026 during the 2026 Utah 
Green Conference, as well as in the 2026 
Vol 1 Trunkline magazine, and promoted 
through the UNLA website and social 
media.

Award Categories include the Distin-
guished Contribution Award, Public Service 
Award, Women in the Green Industry 
Award, Outstanding Merit Award, Com-

mercial Landscape Installation Excellence 
Award, Residential Landscape Installation 
Excellence Award, and Landscape Man-
agement & Maintenance Award.

See our website for more information 
about the award categories and to make 
nominations at https://www.utah 
green.org/events/2026-unla-awards
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MAXIMIZE YOUR PERFORMANCE

D I T C H  W I T C H  O F  T H E  R O C K I E S
4 3 1 0  W .  C A L I F O R N I A  A V E .

S A L T  L A K E  C I T Y ,  U T  8 4 1 0 4
( 8 0 1 )  9 7 4 ‑ 9 6 0 0

D I T C H W I T C H R O C K I E S . C O M

CONTACT US TODAY!
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Keynote Speaker Ryan Stream

We are 
excited to 
announce 

that Ryan Stream 
will be the keynote 
speaker at the 2025 
Southern Utah 
Green Conference. 
Ryan Stream is a 

renowned motivational speaker, musician, 
and advocate for resilience and overcom-

Tuesday, October 28, 2025

Dixie Convention Center  
1835 S Convention Center Dr  
St. George, UT 84790

Resilient  
Landscapes:  
 Thriving in a 
 Changing  
 Climate

2025 Southern Utah Green Conference

EDUC
AT

IO
N 

· N
ETWORKING · AD

VO
CACY

ID 314979870 © Kinomaster | Dreamstime.com

3 tracks of classes: 
Tree Care, Irrigation & 
Landscape, Pesticide, 
and Spanish Education 
Courses that offer CEU’s 
for DOPL Core & Pro 
(5501), Pesticide, ISA, 
IA, UCNP, and QWEL

Elite Conference Sponsor:

Lunch Sponsor:

Scan to register

Ryan Stream

ing adversity. His inspiring journey from 
homelessness to success has touched 
many lives and made him a sought-after 
speaker across the country.

Ryan’s keynote address, titled “Plant-
ing Seeds of Resilience: Overcoming 
Life’s Droughts,” will focus on the 
importance of resilience in both personal 
and professional life. He will share his 
powerful story and provide actionable in-

sights on how to navigate challenges and 
thrive in the face of adversity. Additionally, 
the following Continued Education Units 
(CEU’s) will be provided in conjunction 
with his presentation: 1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 
1 UCNP

Join us on October 28, 2025, at the 
Dixie Convention Center in St. George, 
Utah, to hear Ryan’s compelling message.

Conference 
Exhibitors
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2025 Southern Utah Green Conference Schedule

REGISTRATION  opens at 7:00 am

7:00 - 7:30 am  CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, Ballroom

7:30 - 8:35 am  KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Ryan Stream, Ryan Stream LLC  
“Planting Seeds of Resilience: Overcoming Life’s Droughts and Growing Stronger” 1 DOPL-PRO, 1 ISA, 1 UCNP   

 

Tree Care 
Sunbrook A

Irrigation & Landscape
Sunbrook B

Pesticide
Sunbrook C

8:50 - 9:40 am

“Anthracnose in Sycamores”
Andrew Lathrop 

Rivendell Trees Experts
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 1 Pest-USE, 1 UCNP

“Crevice Gardens: Nature-Inspired Designs 
for Water-Efficient Landscapes”

Kenton Smith  
Paintbrush Gardens

1 DOPL-Pro, 1 QWEL, 1 UCNP

“Managing Invasive Insects &  
Diseases of Landscape Trees”

Mair Murray 
USU

1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 1 Pest-USE, 1 UCNP

9:55 - 10:45 am

“Preserving Trees After Turf Removal”
Miles Becker  

USU
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 1 UCNP

“2-Wire Intro: What it is, and How it Differs 
From Conventional Systems, and Important 

Installation Instructions”
Craig Borland  

Irrigation Association
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 QWEL, 1 IA, 1 UCNP

“Herbicide Mode of Actions and  
Herbicide Resistance - Importance of 

Rotating Modes of Action”
Corey Ransom  

USU
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 Pest-USE, 1 UCNP

11:00 - 11:50 am

“Trees & Utilities: Right Tree, Right Place”
Dan Bridenstine  

Tree and Line, LLC
1 DOPL-Core, 1 ISA, 1 UCNP

“Blue Stakes Safety Training &  
Updated State Law Information”

Spense Felsted  
Blue Stakes of Utah

1 DOPL-Core, 1 ISA, 1 UCP

“Understanding Label Language for Pesticides”
Michael Wierda  

USU
1 DOPL-Core, 1 Pest-SAFETY, 1 UCNP

11:50 am - 12:50 pm LUNCH - Garden Room

1:00 - 1:50 pm

“Turf and Tree Aeration: Correcting  
Major Soil Problems”

Shane Richards  
USU

1 DOPL- Pro, 1 ISA, 1 UCNP

“System Troubleshooting”  
(Basic, Intermediate, and Advanced)

Craig Borland  
Irrigation Association

1 DOPL-Pro, 1 QWEL, 1 IA, 1 UCNP

“Regulating Pesticides: Policies for  
a Safer Environment”

Henry Nahalewski  
UDAF

1 DOPL-Core, 1 Pest-LAW, 1 UCNP

2:00 – 2:50 pm

“Air Spading”
Jeremiah Elder  

Certified Arborists Solutions
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 1 UCNP

“Irrigation Scheduling”
Doug Bennett  

WCWCD
1 DOPL-Pro, 1 ISA, 1 QWEL, 1 IA, 1 UCNP

“Pesticide Record Keeping: Staying 
Organized and Compliant”

Henry Nahalewski  
UDAF

1 DOPL-Core, 1 ISA, 1 Pest-LAW, 1 UCNP

3:00 – 3:50 pm

“To Shear or Not to Shear,  
That is the Question”

Max Darrington  
Darrington Tree Experts

1 DOPL- Pro, 1 ISA 1 UCNP

“Aqua Star: A New Standard for  
Waterwise Landscaping”

Joseph Rawlinson  
Ivin’s City

1 DOPL-Core, 1 QWEL, 1 IA, 1 UCNP

“Noxious Weeds: Identification, Impact,  
and Management”

Brad Winder & Ben Scow  
Washington County

1 DOPL-Pro, 1 Pest-USE, 1 UCNP

Schedule subject to change without notice, updated 5/6/2025.

CEU Code – DOPL (CORE, EC & Pro) L-Department of Occupational and Professional Licensure UCNP-Utah Certified Nursery Professional, Pest, Pesticide (USE, LAW, & SAFETY)-Utah 
Department of Food & Ag, ISA-International Society of Arboriculture, IA-Irrigation Association, QWEL-Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE 2025 SOUTHERN UTAH GREEN CONFERENCE!

Elite Conference Sponsor:

EDUC
AT

IO
N 

· N
ETWORKING · AD

VO
CACY

Dixie Convention Center • 1835 S Convention Center Dr • St. George, UT 84790
Tuesday, October 28, 2025

Lunch Sponsor:

“Reslient Landscapes: Thriving in a Changing Climate”

Scan or click to register

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.utahgreen.org/events/2025-southern-utah-green-conference___.YXAzOnVzdXQwMTgtdW5sYTphOm86ZTU5NTA3MDVhNzFkZWUwN2E0ZThmM2JjOTJiNzczYWU6NjoxMDc0OjAwZGJjYTY3MGViMGI5YmYyOTgwODRmNGUwYTU4ZmE3OTNiMjAwZGZhMzNmZGRiZGIyNDBhMzNhZmE4MmYzZTQ6cDpUOk4
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Mark Your Calendar Now
June 
23-25 Weber Basin Water Conservancy District 

QWEL Seminar & Test
July 
9 The Annual Lagoon Day will be 

Wednesday, July 9, 2025
August 
12 WIGI Paint Party 
October 
14-16 Central Utah Water Conservancy District 

QWEL Seminar & Test 
28  Southern Utah Green Conference 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025
January 2026 
5-7  Utah Green Conference & Trade Show


