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From the Chair

Change is inevitable — except from a vending machine --- Robert C.

Gallagher

Many of us are experiencing change right now. Our museums
may be undergoing staff changes, restructuring, or evaluations of
the mission and collections. Some of us are going through
personal changes. CMC is currently is the process of changing,
primarily in its relationship with TAM. TAM is evaluating the
relationship between its office and the affinity groups. The main
change will be who manages the money and how that money is
collected. But it will also help define our relationship with TAM,
something | have wanted to do since joining the board. | will keep
the membership up-to-date as soon as | know more. If you have
any questions, please contact me. | will pass your questions and
concerns on to Ruth Ann. Change can be a scary thing, but it can

also be a good thing.

If nothing ever changed, there would be no butterflies. --- unknown

Kim Cupit
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Leaving Your Mark on History:
Marking Historical Artifacts and Documents Workshop

Allison Bouwman
Assistant Registrar
Witte Museum

The workshop, “Leaving Your Mark on History: Marking and Labeling
Historical Artifacts and Documents” brought together an experienced
panel of museum professionals to discuss the basics of numbering
and marking the collections of museums and historical societies.
Speakers included Lindsey Richardson, Collections Manager at The
Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza; Sally Baulch-Rhoden, Curator
for Austin Curatorial Services, Interpretive Service Branch, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department; Donna Meadows, Associate
Registrar, Acquisitions at the Houston Museum of Natural Science;
Terri L. Carnes, Collections Manager Anthropology Division at the
Museum of Texas Tech University; Cyndi Lopez, Conservator at the
Museum of Texas Tech University; and Heath Garner, Curator of
Mammals, Natural Science Research Laboratory at the Museum of

Texas Tech University.

The first three panelists spent the morning detailing the process of
numbering and labeling artifacts. Topics covered the least to most
invasive techniques, preferred supplies for tags and physical
markings, and the best choice for labeling various artifact mediums.
The workshop provided hands-on instruction and samples of
preferred archival supplies donated by Gaylord Bros and the
speakers. Samples included Acryloid B-72, Stabilo pencils, Kaiser

pens, Tyvek and Teslin labels, and much more.

The remaining panelists spoke about the emerging barcode and
RFID technologies for museum collections. The Museum of Texas
Tech University has fully integrated barcoding into their museum, and
according to Terri Carnes, “turning a four year inventory process into
four months.” Barcoding offers the museum a linking tool to connect
artifacts to database information and can save time, money, and
effort during the inventory process. RFID or Radio Frequency
Identification holds exciting new possibilities for museum. An RFID

tag on every artifact could simplify an inventory down to hours. Both




barcoding and RFID have the potential to change the standards for
museum collections care. Museums looking for ways to organize
their collection and simplify the inventory process should further

research this topic.

Workshop attendance exceeded expectations and attendees came
from state institutions, museums, and historical societies. In addition
to presentations by the panelists, supplemental information was
provided which details the standardized techniques for numbering
and labeling different collections. A portion of the information
presented in workshop can be found under more details from this
workshop on the workshop archive section of the CMC website.
Information includes labeling and marking guidelines, how to
assembling an archival marking kit, and instructions for how to make
and use Acryloid B-72. The workshop was generously hosted by the

George Bush Presidential Library and Museum.

Center for Maritime Archaeology and Conservation
Allison Bouwman

Assistant Registrar

Witte Museum

College Station, Texas, offered a unique experience for visiting
museum professionals at this year's TAM Annual Meetings with a
Thursday afternoon tour of the Center for Maritime Archaeology and
Conservation facilities. The tour centered around the many site
laboratories, conservation techniques, and the monumental work on

the La Belle shipwreck, a French ship found in the Gulf of Mexico.

The tour began by detailing the exciting and complicated
procedures undertaken at the Center. The laboratory tables were
filled with drawings and artifacts in the process of being studied
and restored. Alongside the buildings were large open drums and
containers filled with cannons and armaments undergoing
treatment. Staff members showed how casts could be taken of
missing sections in artifacts that when molded would recreate
detail not found in the artifact itself. The tour concluded with a
presentation about one of the Center’'s most popular projects, the

conservation of the La Belle. Conserved artifacts from the La






