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From the Chair...

In the past few weeks | have both praised and cursed the record keeping
skills of those that came before me. When dealing with a legal issue | was
pleased to find copies of all the correspondence, board and committee
meeting minutes, logs of phone calls and conversations, as well as memos
to the file that helped fill in the gaps. Records like this make our life easy.
Unfortunately, this isn’t always the case. How many times have we gone
looking for information that wasn't there? Whether it was an object that
was improperly or incompletely catalogued, or that the reasoning for a
particular decision was never documented and has gone to the grave with
a former employee. | have to constantly remind myself to take the time to
make sure | have all of the documentation and that | have filled in the gaps

so fifty years from now someone won'’t be cursing me.

Good record keeping and documentation is a thing of beauty. In honor of
our Curator Emeritus, Cecilia Steinfeldt, who served as Registrar in the
1940s, and celebrated her 93™ birthday on May 24, | would like to share

with you some of the beautifully illustrated records that she kept.
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Workshop Review

Barbara White
Administrative Assistant
Winedale

Are Pests Bugging You? Integrated Pest Management in Museums presented
by John Jackman, Professor and Extension Entomologist, Dept. of Entomology,
Texas A&M University.

Pest management seems to be a common problem with museums of all types,
small or large. All museums have a low tolerance for pesticides because of our

delicate displays. Our long visiting hours limit the time that pests can be dealt with.




Some of the pests that plague us are:

Artifact, Clothing, and Exhibit destroyers:

The Common Beetles, Cigarette Beetles, and Warehouse Beetles, Indian Meal
Moths, Webbing Clothes Moths, silverfish, and Carpet Beetles are attracted to
food, animal hair, fish meat, leather goods, fur, feathers, woolen carpets and

synthetics.

Wood destroyers:
Powder Post Beetles-Lycid beetles lay eggs in hardwoods like Ash and Oak.

Larva makes round holes in wood the size of pencil-lead and produce new
sawdust daily. These larvae eat the wood until it is destroyed. They are found in
furniture and fixtures but also in antique frames made of hardwood. The new
sawdust is a sign you may have a problem. (These have to be treated with

insecticide squirted into each hole using a syringe).

Human detractors:
Recluse spiders, Jumping spiders, Brown banded roaches and German roaches,

fleas and ants are all pests that turn visitors away.

Pest Identification is important. Your monthly pest management company may
be treating for pests you don't have and not treating for ones you do have. You
can check what you do have by setting up "pheromone traps" by ALLURE. The
pests that would be dangerous to your collection will be attracted to these traps.
Also look on your windowsills, in light fixtures and behind artifacts to see what is in
your museum. Make a record of insect presence at the same time every year.
Inspect on a regular basis. Set traps for mice or pheromone traps at the edge of
wall. Set out a Petri dish of flour for silverfish. Report these pests to your pest

management company.

Preventative measures you can use for pests:

1. Look for conditions for shelter, food source, light source, etc. that would attract
insects.

2. Sanitation practices-clean suspect areas more often to discourage pests.

3. Quarantine new items-put in freezer or isolated building.

4. Tighten up buildings-good seal on windows and doors.

5. Install yellow bulbs near buildings.

6. Move light bulbs away from buildings (lighter color buildings attract bugs).

7. Parking lot lights will attract pests away from buildings. (Most pests are active
before midnight/change timers to come on after midnight.)

8. Keep shrubs away from buildings
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9. Keep over hanging branches of trees away from bldgs.

Treating for these pests:
e Heat buildings for 24 hours at 120-150 degrees
e Heat an individual cereal box for 20 minutes at 150 degrees
e Cold-4 days in deep freeze will kill most pests drop picture frame in freezer
e Chemical control-pyrethrums for flying insects
e Aerosols are less effective on creeping insects
e Creepers will need crack and crevice treatment

e Commercial Fumigation, CO2 chamber-slow takes weeks or months

Fleas have to be treated in your yard, house and on animals in the area three
times each because of the stages of development starting with eggs to adult. If the

animals are wild, sevin dust should be used.

All natural products recommended: Pyrethrums (chrysanthemums), Neem
products (oils or soaps) smother scale insects, zataratin, diatomaceous earth, and

silica.

Hiring an IPM contractor: Interview the technician to develop detailed plan. Check
to see if he is a BCE (certified entomologist). Conduct training with any new tech

that comes to your facility. There is a high turnover in this industry.

You can see IPM is a lot more complicated than you think. The session was very
informative and helpful. Mr. Jackman gave several websites and email addresses:

http//insect.tamu.edu, http:/fireants.tamu.edu, www.insectslimited.com (for

fumigation details), j-jackman@tamu.edu (for email questions).

The power point presentation was very helpful to be able to see what the pests
actually look like. Searching online for pictures of these critters could be very
helpful to your staff. Maybe you could make your own PowerPoint presentation
and show them what to look for. It sounds like more than a one-man job. It's going

to take the whole staff to be on the lookout for these tiny destroyers!

Workshop Review

Tracie Evans
Collections Manager
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum

| was very excited to receive one of the two scholarships from the TAM Collections

Manager's Committee for the 2008 TAM conference.

| attended many wonderful sessions throughout the conference including “Working






