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WORKSHOP REVIEW
Paper, Clothing, and Textile Collections Care

By Megan Bryant, CMC Chair
Registrar, The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza

The fall C MC workshop was generously hosted by the

Texas Fashion Cotlection at the Universily o Norih Texas -

on October 28, 2005. Twenty-one attendees gathered to
learn about the care of paper, clothing and textile collec-
tions from our featured speakers: Myra Walker, Curator
and Director, Texas Fashion Collection; Melanie Sanford,
an independent textiles conservator; Mary Durio, Curator,
and Edward Hoyenski, Assistant Curator, Rare Book and
Texana Collections at the University of North Texas.

Myra started off the day with a discussion of “how to say
no nicely” — in regards to the wide variety of textiles and
clothing routinely offered for donation to the Texas Fash-
ion Collection. The TFC has prepared a brochure which
outlines their mission, collecting criteria, and their acquisi-
tion process. The brochure also lists very specifically the
types of clothing they do NOT accept into their collection.
For items that have been left at the TFC but are not being
accepted into the collection, instructions are obtained in
writing from the owners in regards to their disposition
preference—as opposed to simple verbal instructions. The
TFC does this in the form of a letter, asking the owners to
check their preferred option and sign. Myra reminded us
that one of the many hats we have to wear in our jobs is
that of diplomat, especially when dealing with donors and
potential donors.

We next heard from Melanie Sanford on the topic of dress-
ing historic costumes for exhibition, breaking it down into
the issues of preparation, materials, handling, and sup-
ports. During preparation as much information as possible
should be gathered ahead of time to avoid problems and

questions during installation. The appropriate materials for
use wiih {he iteus o be exbibiied should aiso be prepured
and gathered in advance—imaterials such as: nylon and
knit stockings, netting, thread, needles, scissors, ethafoam,
mylar, gloves, etc. Melanie specifically recommended the
nse of powder-free nitrile gloves with historic costumes.
These are a synthetic rubber that allows for dexterity and
will not snag. As with all museum objects, movement
should be kept to a minimum when handling historic cos-
tumes, and where possible, handling aids should be created
to avoid touching the costumes directly. It is important to
use the correct type of supports for historic costumes, but
there are many different ways to create these supports —
using mannequins, forms, ethafoam, stockings, netting,
tulle, etc.

Melanie encourages creativity and experimentation in
building supports — as long as the correct, archivally-safe
materials are used there is no right or wrong way!

Just before breaking for lunch, we got an overview from
the TFC Collections Manager, Heather Imholt, about their
preparations for the exhibit Balenciaga and His Legacy:
Haute Couture from the Texas Fashion Collection, which
will be at the Meadows Museum at SMU in Dallas later
this year. She provided interesting insight into how differ-
ent pieces were selected for inclusion in the exhibition and
why some pieces were later eliminated or added.

For the after lunch portion of the workshop we moved to
the Rare Books Collection at UNT — to be discussed else-
where in this issue of the CMC newsletter.
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Where have we been?
That’s a question I’ve
gotten from a couple
CMC members in
the past few weeks
and it’s a valid %
one, as it’s been ‘o
awhile since

we’ve put out a

newsletter. Here’s

the deal: we were
waiting on firm
details on our winter

workshop to include in thel

newsletter. Unfortunately
we had some logistical prob-
lems with the workshop and
ended up postponing it. So
to keep everyone up-to-date,
the workshop originally
planned for this month,
“The Many Aspects of Col-
lections Research,” has been
re-scheduled to September
25, 2006 — at the Mayborn
Museum in Waco. More de-
tails coming soon! Mean-
while, let me know if you’re
interested in attending.

Several CMC officers
recently got together to dis-
cuss various issues and make
some plans, and I’m particu-
larly excited about our
workshop plans. Topics to
be covered at workshops in
the next two years include:
loans, emergency prepared-
ness/disaster plans, complex
shipping issues, deaccession-
ing, and the ever-popular
care and preservation of
photographic collections. If
you have any thoughts on
these or other topics, please
do not hesitate to contact
me.

The TAM Annual Meeting

_in Beaumont is fast ap-
'+, proaching — I can’t
L5 Lo .

. wait to see many
. of you there.
<. (Did you see
% our ad on
page 30 of the
~ preliminary
program?)

CMC will once
again have a re-
source table at the
Annual Meeting. Be sure
to look for us! And, if
you’re interested in taking a
shift or two “staffing” the
table, give me a call at (214)
747-6660 ext. 6619 so I can
put you on the schedule.
There are a lot of great ses-
sions planned for TAM this
year, including the CMC co-
sponsored pre-conference
workshop on Copyright Ba-
sics. Be sure to check your
TAM program (also avail-
able on the TAM Web page
—  www.texasmuseums.org)
for full details.

Don’t forget — it’s a new
year, which means it’s time
for membership renewals.
Please don’t forget to send in
your dues and renewal
forms as soon as possible!

So, I’ll see you ALL at the
CMC Affinity Group Meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 5
at 5:15pm in the Quentin J
Room at the Holiday Inn
Beaumont Plaza!

Megan Bryant, Chair
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| Letter from |
: Kim Peel !
i and |
: Rick Casagrande !

|
! |
| Dear CMC Friends:
i ‘
iWe hope you all had a wonderful holiday season_!
‘and that 2006 will be the best ever. We wanted to |

:let you know how flattered and honored we were i

| with your kind gifts and the recognition you gave
I us at last year's TAM meeting.

I

It has always been a privilege to work with suchI

f1ne museum professionals and although we bothl
- have moved in slightly different directions, we are |

I'still closely involved with the museum world. The
ICMC is a very special organization, one of whlch'
|we are both very proud to have helped birth. !

: Involvement with CMC, TAM and all of you has!
: been a highlight of our professional careers and, in |
!addition to that, we have been blessed with many, |
I many friendships.

|
, Thank you very much for your kindness.

: Kim Peel and Rick Casagrande

Congratulat¢tions

to the recipients of the
2006
CMC Travel Stipend Award!!

Robyn Lee
Manager,

Stacie Crosetto
Flood Curator,

Kell House Historical Park of
Museum Denton County
Wes Phillips Jonathan Plant
Registrar, Collections
Hutchinson County Manager,
Museum Varner-Hogg State

Historic Site
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CMC

Affinity Group Meeting

Wednesday
April 5 at 5:15
During the TAM Annual Meeting in
Beaumont
Holiday Inn
Beaumont Plaza
Quentin J’s

As usual, refreshments will be
provided — and we’ll be sure to wrap up in plenty of
time for everyone to catch the buses for the
evening event.
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5 It’s Time
To Renew

> Se—
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It's that time of year again —
membership renewals are due!
If you haven'’t already done so,
please send in your member-
ship renewal soon — you can
use the form provided here in
the newsletter or the one that
will be sent out with officer bal-
lots later this month. With
membership benefits that
include great networking and
professional development
opportunities, the CMC news-
letter, statewide workshops,
and a members-only E-group,
CMC membership is a bargain
at $15.00 for the calendar year.
So please, mail in your renew-
als early and continue to be a
part of this great organization!







