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Critters in your Collection

by Milly Walker
Vice President, CMC Board

About twenty attentive people attended the
“Critters” workshop, which began at the Dallas
Museum of Natural History. Dr. Mike Merchant, Texas
Extension Service, was the morning speaker. He
why we should use Integrated Pest
Management over general spraying. He told us that we
must be able to identify pests, know our pest biology,
know non-chemical tactics and low-impact pesticides.
Monitoring our collections is the most important thing
we can do, before, during and after instituting an
integrated pest management system.  Monitoring
involves setting up a schedule, using standardized
forms and above all carrying a flashlight, magnifier and
mirrors as we examine each station.

discussed

Remember that pest control starts
outside: no ground cover to harbor
roaches, etc.
e ————— e ———

The integrated pest management (ipm) system
involves inspecting the area, identifying the critters,
taking action and evaluating the results of your strategy.
Non-chemical control tactics include using pest
resistant plant varieties, cultural methods, physical/
mechanical methods, sticky boards and biological
controls. Sticky boards can be bought at Home Depot.
The County Extension Agents can tell you where to get
the Pheromone traps (biological) for moths of various
kinds. The key is to examine the traps on a regular
schedule and keep a form telling when you did examine

the traps and what you found there. If you could
visualize a treatment plan as a pyramid (think of the
food pyramid), the smallest part of the plan would
be pesticides on top of the pyramid.

Another important factor in this type of
treatment is knowing how your pests get in. When
you find pests in your collection they have found
food, water and a place to live. By depriving them
of one or more of their life necessities, you can cut
the infestation down dramatically. One Web Site
that will help was designed for schools, yet has
much to offer museums: schoolipm.tamu.edu.

Dr. Merchant says that to be successful, you
should start with an inspection, establish excellent
communications (know your management’s expec-
tations, read all relevant policies and get to know
your grassroots personnel), and then develop a
written plan. He suggested that all written plans
include the statement that routine pesticides will not
be used except as a last resort. In your record
keeping be sure to list the kind of chemicals you
used, the type of bait and where applied, the amount
used and the common name, trade name and
formulation. Go around with your exterminator and
ask specifics on what they are using.

Mechanical —methods include caulking,
QuikCrete, Rocktite (concrete patch) and expanding
foam to fill holes, cracks and crevices. Use bait
stations for cockroaches, rodents and ants.
Remembertoreplace them frequently.

See CRITTER... on Page 3




FROM THE CHAIR

I'm having a hard time
believing it’s November already.
And it may seem a little early to

be thinking ‘about some of these,

things, but the TAM Annual
Meeting is really just around the
corner. This means it is time once
again for nominations for new
Board members. This year we will
be seeking to fill the positions of
Vice Chair, Secretary, and Officer
at Large/Newsletter Editor. I
encourage each and every one of
you to think about getting
involved—if you don’t think
serving on the CMC Board is right
for you, there are other ways to
help out. Call us, let us know
what you’re interested in, tell us
what you want to see from CMC,
and don’t be surprised if you get
roped into helping make it
happen. This is a member-based
organization meant to serve the
needs of the membership. But we
can’t do it unless we hear from
Y-O-U.

And speaking of member-
ship. Yes, it is that time of year
again. Annual membership dues

are due in January. If you have
not renewed yet, please do so
soon!

Also, elsewhere in - this
newsletter look for the application
and guidelines for the CMC TAM
Annual Meeting Travel Stipend.
Once again we will be offering
partial financial support to a few
CMC members for attendance at
the Annual Meeting. Anyone
who meets the application criteria
is encouraged to apply.

Finally, we have a fantastic
workshop on tap for January in
San Antonio. Bill Allen, Rick
Casagrande, and Anne Zanikos
will be joining us to discuss
the intricacies of finding and
selecting the right insurance,
appraisers, and conservators for
our collections. This one is sure
to be a classic, and I hope you all
can attend.

Remember—if you’ve got
ideas and/or needs for future
workshop topics, PLEASE let us
know.

Happy holidays to everyone!
Megan Bryant / Chair

CMC COLLECTION MANAGERS COMMITTEE
WINTER 2003 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

JANUARY 13,2003 -- Selecting Appraisers, Conservators, and
Insurance at the Witte Museum, San Antonio, Texas.

Curators’ Circle From McFaddin-Ward House

The Curator’s Circle for all
interested docents, volunteers and
museum professionals = will be
repeating its Oriental Rug pro-
gram presented by Sherri Birdsong
on Tuesday, March 18, 2003 at
10:00 am. and 6:30 p.m. To
reserve a seat or for more

information, call Debbie Gannon,
Assistant Curator Registrar @
409-832-1906. - The sessions are
free, open to the public, and
will take place at the McFadden-
Ward House Visitor Center,
1906 Calder Avenue, Beaumont,
Texas.
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Megan P. Bryant / Chair

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
411 Elm Street, Suite 120

Dallas, TX 75202

Tel: 214-747-6660 Ext. 6619

E-Mail: meganb@jfk.org

Milly Walker / Vice-Chair

Dublin Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. Museum
221 N. Patrick Street

Dublin, TX 76446

Tel: 254-445-4210

Fax: 254-445-4677

E-Mail: milly@drpep.com

Rebecca Huffstutler / Treasurer
The Witte Museum

3801 Broadway

San Antonio, TX 78209

Tel: 210-357-1867

E-Mail:

rebeccahuffstutler@ wittemuseum.org

Carolyn Spears / Secretary
Stone Fort Museum

P.O. Box 6075, SFASU
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6075
Tel: 936-468-2408

E-Mail: cspearssfasu.edu

Trey Reed / Officer-at-Large
Fort Bend Museum Assoc. /
George Ranch

10215-G FM 762 Road
Richmond, TX 77409

Tel: 281-545-9223

E-Mail: treyreed@intertex.net

Jennifer Cook / Officer-at-Large
(Editor)

Mary Kay Museum

P.O. Box 799045

Dallas, TX 75379-9045

Tel: 972-687-5889

E-Mail: Jennifer.cook(@mkcorp.com
CMC Newsletter

is a quarterly publication of the
Collection Managers Committee, a
non-profit affinity group of the Texas
Association of Museums. Submissions
are due to the Editor by the first of
March, May, August and November.

Printing and mailing costs for this issue
were donated by the Mary Kay
Museum, Mary Kay Inc., Dallas, Texas

Page 2

CMC Newsletter Winter 2002




2003 CMC TRAVEL STIPENDS
APPLICATION GUIDELINES

The Collection Managers
Committee of the Texas Associa-
tion of Museums (CMC of TAM)
is sponsoring several annual
meeting travel stipends made
possible through the support of
CMC by workshop attendees and
members. These stipends will
assist collection managers in
attending the Texas Association of
Museums Annual Meeting in
Houston, March 26-29, 2003. The
stipend awards are not automatic
and may be withheld if there are
no qualified applicants.

Applicants for these stipends
must be current voting members of
CMC who reside in the United
States. (CMC membership infor-
mation may be obtained from
Rebecca Huffstutler at 210/357-
1867 or any other member of the
CMC Board). Eligible to apply
are registrars, associate and

assistant  registrars,  collection
managers, and museum staff
members whose work is regis-
trarial or otherwise collections-
based in nature. Each award
winner will receive money to
defray the costs associated with
attending the TAM Annual Meet-
ing. In return each recipient will
be required to provide a report on
one or two of the TAM sessions
for the CMC Newsletter.

The CMC board will select the
stipend recipients on the basis of
the applicants’ demonstrated merit
and financial need. Demonstrated
merit includes, but is not limited
to, such activities as participating
in professional museum organi-
zations at the state, regional, or
national level; presenting sessions
at meetings of professional organi-
zations; and publishing articles in
professional journals.

To apply for the stipend,
complete the form on Page 4 and
submit along with the following:

» Cover Letter

» Resume

» Letter of recommendation
from your immediate
SUpervisor

Applications must be received by
February 3, 2003. Faxed applica-
tions are acceptable, but be sure to
mail the original. Send applica-
tions to:

Trey Reed

Fort Bend Museum Association
10215- GFM 762

Richmond, TX 77469

(281) 545-9223 (phone)

(281) 343-5060 (fax)
treyreed@intertex.net

CRITTER. ..

Continued from Cover Page
Remember that pest control starts outside: no

traveled to the Dallas Museum of Art. After a box

ground cover to harbor roaches, etc., (he prefers a 6
foot gravel barrier around the building) and low UV
light sources (yellow sodium lights are better than
halogen). Broadcast bait for fire ants.

One of the books he suggested is titled NPCA
Field Guide for Structural Pests and has photographs
and identification aids, life cycles, etc. for pest
control. It can be obtained at www.pestworld.org.
Another book is Insect Pests in Museums by David
Pinninger. During the morning break, a tour of the
DDMNH’s collections storage was given by Heather
Finlayson. Following the morning session, the group

PR oem

lunch, Ellen Holdorf (Associate Registrar, DMA) and
John Claire (Operations Technician, DMA) spoke to
us about their efforts in integrated Pest Management
at the Dallas Museum of Art, answered questions and
gave us a brief tour of selected collections storage
rooms.

When the meeting adjourned, several of the group
decided to go to the Sixth Floor Museum as guests of
Megan Bryant, Registrar. The special exhibit of
Pulitzer Prize winning photographs was mounted on
the Seventh Floor and was an extra bonus for those
who took the After-Workshop Tour.

(omm  BR
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