¥ ¥ CONGRATULATIONS, MILLY! ¥ ¥

Milly Walker is the recipient of this year'’s
Outstanding CMC Member Award.
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A Registrar’s Tool Box

by Rebecca Huffstutler
Curator of Archives & Registrar, Witte Museum

At this year’s Annual Meeting of the Texas
Association of Museums, CMC co-sponsored the
pre-conference workshop, 4 Registrar’s Tool Rox.
Planned by Megan Bryant, Registrar of the Sixth
Floor Museum and chaired by Nicola Ladkin,
Registrar for the Museum of Texas Tech University,
the workshop was designed to address the
fundamental responsibilities of a Registrar or
Collections Manager. Among the topics that were
addressed in the all day workshop were collection
policies and ethics, collection documentation,
condition reports, labeling and marking of
collection objects, proper ways to handle, store,
pack and ship objects, and time management. The
workshop proved to be a very valuable experience
for both the novice and the old-timer to the
profession.

Collections Managers and Registrars
“represent the ethics and standards of
the museum” ...

Lisa Rebori, Director of Collections for the
Houston Museum of Natural Science, began the day
with an overview of the policies and ethics that
affect museum professionals. Lisa explained that
Collections Managers and Registrars “represent the
ethics and standards of the museum” and “should

walk the moral high ground.” Lisa gave a checklist of
the policies that should be created and maintained for
each museum, beginning with the organizing documents
for the museum: Articles of Incorporation; Bylaws of
Constitution; Institutional Code of Ethics for staff,
volunteers and governing authorities, such as the
museum trustees; personnel policies such as employee
handbooks; and written evidence of the delegation of
authority for the day-to-day operations of the museum.
Policies should also be created addressing collection
stewardship and care, such as a collection management
policy that addresses policies for acquisitions,
accessioning, de-accessioning, loans, care and
conservation, and use of museum collection objects. A
procedures manual clearly stating the “how-to” of your
office is essential in providing continuity, even during
staff turnovers. With the museum’s collection policy,
federal regulations should be kept, such as state and
federal laws addressing protected and endangered
wildlife and archaeological sites, as well as the
requirements for the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and procedures for
dealing with Nazi-era cultural property. And all
Registrars and Collections Managers should have an
operational emergency and disaster preparedness and
recovery plan. This type of documentation is important
to have and critical to a museum facing AAM
accreditation.

See TOOL BOX on Page 7




FROM THE CHAIR

As I write this, I know many
of us are still in “recovery
mode” from the TAM Annual
Meeting in Lubbock. It’s
always an exhausting week, but
at the same time, I find it
rejuvenating and inspiring —
mostly because of CMC. This
is a group made up of some of
the brightest, kindest, and most
generous people I have ever had
the good fortune to be
associated with. Following the
amazing Kandy Taylor-Hille as
Chair is a daunting task, but one
I hope to undertake with the
same good cheer and spirit that
we’ve all seen in Kandy. And
don’t worry — we won’t let her
go far! And let’s welcome the
newcomers to the CMC Board;
Rebecca  Huffstutler (Trea-
surer), Jennifer Cook (Officer-
at-Large / Newsletter Editor),
and Trey Reed (Officer-at-
Large). (I wonder if they
realize what they’ve gotten
themselves into?)

We’ve gotten some great
feedback on the CMC pre-
conference = workshop, “A
Registrar’s Tool Box,”

presented at TAM this year (and
reviewed by Rebecca Huffstutler
in this newsletter). Apparently,
the back-to-basics format was a
big hit. We owe a big thanks to
Lisa Rebori for her hard work in
pulling it all together, and much
thanks also to all those who
contributed their knowledge as
speakers: Nicky Ladkin, Lisa
Rebori, Sally Baulch, Gabriela
Truly, Milly Walker, and Richard
Trela. We’ve got more great
workshops coming up in June,
October and January — all on
important and relevant topics to
Collections Managers in Texas.
Be watching your mailboxes for
info...

Finally, remember — CMC is
all about catering to the needs of
our members. So think about
what it is you want and expect
from CMC and let us know! All
the officer contacts appear just to
the right of this article, so give
one of us a call or drop an e-mail
and let us know your thoughts.

That’s all for now... I hope to
see many of you at the workshop
in Galveston!

Megan Bryant / Chair

CMC CoLLECTION MANAGERS COMMITTEE
2002-2003 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

JUNE 17, 2002 - Photo-
documenting Your Collection,
Darla Harmon, Curator, Lone
Star  Flight Museum, and
Preserving Your Photo Collec-
tions Digitally, Todd and Tracy
Johnson of CIRCA, at Lone
Star Flight Museum, Galveston,
Texas (see Insert for registra-
tion details and form).
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OCTOBER 21, 2002 - Pest
Control at the Dallas Museum of
Natural History, Dallas, Texas

JANUARY 13, 2002 — Picking
Appraisers,  Conservators &
Insurance at The Witte Museum,
San Antonio, Texas

2002-2003 CMC OFFICERS

Megan P. Bryant / Chair

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
411 Elm Street, Suite 120

Dallas, TX 75202

Tel: 214-747-6660 Ext. 6619

E-Mail: meganb@jfk.org

Milly Walker / Vice-Chair

Dublin Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. Museum
221 N. Patrick Street

Dublin, TX 76446

Tel: 254-445-4210

Fax: 254-445-4677

E-Mail: milly@drpep.com

Rebecca Huffstutler / Treasurer
The Witte Museum

3801 Broadway

San Antonio, TX 78209

Tel: 210-357-1867

E-Mail:
rebeccahuffstutler@wittemuseum.org

Carolyn Spears / Secretary
Stone Fort Museum

P.O. Box 6075, SFASU
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6075
Tel: 936-468-2408

E-Mail: cspears@sfasu.edu

Trey Reed / Officer-at-Large
Fort Bend Museum Assoc. /
George Ranch

10215-G FM 762 Road
Richmond, TX 77409

Tel: 281-545-9223

E-Mail: treyreed@intertex.net

Jennifer Cook / Officer-at-Large
(Editor)

Mary Kay Museum

P.O. Box 799045

Dallas, TX 75379-9045

Tel: 972-687-5889

E-Mail: Jennifer.cook@mkcorp.com

CMC Newsletter

is a quarterly publication of the
Collection Managers Committee, a
non-profit affinity group of the Texas
Association of Museums. Submissions
are due to the Editor by the first of
March, May, August and November.

Printing and mailing costs this issue
were donated by the Mary Kay
Museum, Mary Kay Inc. Dallas, Texas
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Why Milly Walker is Outstanding in her Field

by Kandy Taylor-Hille

Every year, or almost every
year, CMC nominates one or
two individuals as Member of
the Year. This is actually one
of the easier tasks of being the
President and definitely one of
the more enjoyable, mainly
because CMC has a lot of good
folks working very hard every
year. If anything, it

overseeing all of the workshops
for the organization. A huge job,
but also very gratifying. While
Milly has always supported CMC,
her true light began to shine
during the planning of a rather
difficult workshop, or should I say
a rather difficult workshop
speaker. I had attempted to get an

soon asked to serve on the CMC board
as Vice-President.

Many more workshops and board
retreats later, I am happy to say that
asking Milly to serve was one of the
best things I could have ever done for
CMC. Her workshops are well
planned, well attended, economical,
informative and enjoy-able. Wherever
we go, she always bring

i1s sometimes diffi-
cult to choose only
one individual. And
while not a hard and
fast rule, we try to honor
someone who has not received
the award before. This year’s
choice, however, was one of the
easiest. ~ Without fail, every
member of the board, of course
excluding Milly herself, knew
who should get this award, and
unless you’ve been in a closet
somewhere, so should you.

Milly Walker has been
involved with CMC for over
five years but only recently has
started to serve on the board.
She is presently Vice-President,

Milly represents herself, her employer, and
CMC with a positive heartfelt attitude.

individual of some purport to
present a marking workshop for
our group. After many phone
calls, a lot of indigestion and a
great deal of aggrevation, Milly
offered to “just do it” herself.
After all, she has the handouts,
she has the know-how, and, more
importantly, she works cheap.
Enlisting the aid of Saily
Baulch-Rhoden and Lisa Rebori,
these three presented a stellar
training that was well received
and very informative. Truly the
beginning of great things, also the
beginning of an idea — Milly was

gifts from the Dublin Dr.
Pepper Bottling Plant and
donates refreshments for
the participants.  Milly
represents herself, her employer, and
CMC with a positive heartfelt attitude.
She makes you want to be a better
collections manager. 1 know I'm
already a better person just by being
her friend. While Milly is threatening
to eventually retire and become a full-
time grandmother, I’ve already
infored her that there is nothing in
the by-laws to prevent her continued
participation with our organization.
So it is with a great deal of pride that I
present Milly Walker as the Collection
Managers Committee Member of the
Year!

m

New Program From McFaddin-Ward House

The
announces

docents,

McFaddin-Ward House
a new program,
Curators’ Circle.
events are targeted at interested
volunteers and museum

Sherri
Collections

These quarterly

October 24, 2002 / 7:30 PM:
the Decorate Arts: Rugs, presented by
Birdsong,

Curator of

professionals. The sessions are free
and open to the public. Topics and
dates for the summer and fall
quarters are:

August 22, 2002 / 9:00 AM. to

Noon: Basic Collections Man-
agement, presented by Debbie
Gannon, Assistant Curator/
Registrar

All programs will take place at
the McFaddin-Ward House Visitor
Center, 1906 Calder Avenue,
Beaumont, Texas.

To reserve a seat or for more
information, call Debbie Gannon,
Assistant Curator/Registrar at 409-
832-1906.
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