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Archives Management in Museums
Session Review

by Amy Hooker

This year’s TAM conference was another truly
wonderful experience, full of fellowship, museums,
food and most importantly, great sessions. [ was
heartened to see so many good collection/exhibit
sessions offered this year, and I was especially glad
to see a session covering Archives Management.
Almost every museum has archival material in some
form or another, but the care and management of
these collections seems to be a bit of a mystery to
most museum curators, as demonstrated by the large
number of attendees to the Archives Management in
Museums: Goals and Gray Areas session at TAM.

The two presenters, Sammie Morris and

Lorraine Stuart, were excellent speakers who gave us
wonderful hand-outs to take home. They covered the
basics of archival management from setting up and
organizing archives for your institution from scratch
all the way to giving out the names of some granting
agencies and foundations for funding archival projects.
Ms. Morris’s and Ms. Stuart’s knowledge of archives
was impressive, and they were generous in sharing
their expertise with the audience through power point
presentations, photographs and in answering our many
questions. This session was definitely worth going to,
and if you missed it, I would highly recommend the
tape!

Environmental Monitoring Kits

The Environmental Monitoring Kit program
addresses the conservation needs of small museums
by giving them the ability to monitor their gallery
and storage environments. By sharing equipment
and training resources, small museums will have
access to important equipment and valuable training
at a very low cost. Check out a TAM
Environmental Monitoring Kit from the regional kit

managers listed on page 4. Each Monitoring Kit
includes a User’s Manual and equipment to check
temperature, light and humidity. Insured round-trip
shipping costs are the only costs to the borrower.

A UV Light Meter is also available by
separate request from the TAM office at 1-888-842-
7491 or 512-328-6812. Insured round-trip shipping
costs are the only costs to the borrower.

(Continued on Page 4)
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FROM THE CHAIR

2003-2004 CMC OFFICERS

It really was great to see so
many of you at the TAM meeting
in Houston last month. We had a
lot of folks — longtime members,
recently joined members, non-
members, and new members —
stop by the CMC resource table to
learn about our organization,
make suggestions, and even just to
chat and catch up. The table was
a new effort for CMC this year,
and it seems to have gone over
well. I think we’re going to try
and make it an annual thing.
Thanks to everyone who stopped
by and also to those of you who
took a turn or two “tablesitting.”
Special kudos to Bruce Taylor-
Hille of Oxbow Consulting for
making the fabulous, unmissable,
bright orange signs — they will be
seen again!

We had a pretty good
turnout at the CMC meeting
during TAM. For those of you
who weren’t there, there has been
some discussion about starting an
e-mail based CMC discussion
group. This would be a place
where CMC members could seek
assistance with whatever issue is
plaguing them, discuss collection-
related  issues, commiserate,
congratulate, etc. We’re currently
investigating options and methods
for accomplishing and manag-
ing this. If you have thoughts,
suggestions, or comments, please
let me know. There has also been
some discussion about getting a
CMC Web site going again.

Our new slate of officers on
the CMC Board officially took

office at the TAM meeting.
Carolyn Spears is our new Vice
Chair, Catherine Campbell 1s our
new Secretary, and Jennifer
Cook will continue on for a full-
term as Officer-at-Large/News-
letter Editor. CMC officers with
another year left on their current
terms are Rebecca Huffstutler as
Treasurer, Trey Reed as Officer-
at-Large, and myself as chair.

A lot of work goes into
putting together a TAM Annual
Meeting, and plans are already
well under way for the 2004
meeting in Waco. The Program
Committee is already hard at
work putting together sessions
and workshops. The deadline for
submitting session proposals will
have already passed by the time
you receive this newsletter, but
thanks to those of you who
already provided suggestions on
collections-related topics. Amy
Fulkerson, CMC’s representative
to Program Committee, may be in
touch with some of you to act as
speakers and/or session chairs!

Before 1 wrap up this
newsletter, I want to welcome all
the new members who have
joined over the past few months.
I think you’ll find CMC to be a
welcoming and helpful group. If
you have any questions or
suggestions, please don’t hesitate
to contact any of the CMC
officers.

Enjoy the coming summer!

Megan Bryant / Chair
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Megan P. Bryant / Chair

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
411 Elm Street, Suite 120

Dallas, TX 75202

Tel: 214-747-6660 Ext. 6619

E-Mail: meganb@jfk.org

Carolyn Spears / Vice-Chair
Stone Fort Museum

P.O. Box 6075, SFASU
Nacogdoches, TX 75962
936-468-2408

E-Mail: cspears@sfasu.edu

Rebecca Huffstutler / Treasurer
The Witte Museum

3801 Broadway

San Antonio, TX 78209

Tel: 210-357-1867

E-Mail:
rebeccahuffstutler(@wittemuseum.org

Catherine Campbell / Secretary
Moody Mansion Museum

P.O. Box 1300

Galveston, TX 77553

Tel: 409-762-9931

E-Mail: catranae@aol.com

Trey Reed / Officer-at-Large
Fort Bend Museum Assoc. /
George Ranch

10215-G FM 762 Road
Richmond, TX 77409

Tel: 281-545-9223

E-Mail: treyreed@intertex.net

Jennifer Cook / Officer-at-Large
(Editor)

Mary Kay Museum

P.O. Box 799045

Dallas, TX 75379-9045

Tel: 972-687-5889

E-Mail: Jennifer.cook@mkcorp.com

CMC Newsletter

is a quarterly publication of the
Collection Managers Committee, a
non-profit affinity group of the Texas
Association of Museums. Submissions
are due to the Editor by the first of
March, May, August and November.

Printing and mailing costs for this issue
were donated by the Mary Kay
Museum, Mary Kay Inc., Dallas, Texas
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CMC MINUTES

Annual Business Meeting
Houston, Texas
March 27, 2003

WELCOME AND
CALL TO ORDER
Megan Bryant called the
meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.
and welcomed new and returning
members. Megan thanked Jeff
West and the Sixth Floor Museum
for providing refreshments for the
meeting and Bruce Taylor-Hille
of Oxbow Consulting for providing
the signs used on the CMC resource
table. If you haven’t renewed
your membership, or would like
to become a new member, contact
Rebecca Huffstutler or come by
the CMC Resource table.

BUSINESS REPORTS
TO THE MEMBERSHIP

Secretary’s Report

The Chair directed every-
one’s attention to the minutes for
the Annual Business Meeting for
2002 and called for a motion to
accept the minutes as presented.
Betty Edmundson and Milly
Walker so moved, and the
minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report

The Chair recognized
Rebecca Huffstutler, Treasurer.
Rebecca distributed a current
treasurer’s report showing a
balance of $749.45 as of March
26, 2003. The Committee began
the year with a balance of
$1,702.63 and subsequently
earned $641.23 from member-
ships, donations and programming.
Funds supported $555.00 in
membership  scholarships to
attend Annual Meeting and
$1,000.00 underwriting of the
pre-conference workshop, Man-

aging the Collection Environment.
Megan called for a motion to accept
the Treasurer’s report as presented.
Betty Edmundson and Lisa Rebori
so moved; the report was approved.

Workshops Review

The Chair asked Milly Walker,
Vice-Chair, to review workshops for
the past year. Milly provided a full
report on four workshops in 2002,
including  Textiles: Handling,
Storage, Care, Exhibition, and
Monitoring at the Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston and Houston Museum
of Natural Science, Photo-
documenting Your Collection at
the Frontiers of Flight Museum,
Galveston;::  Critters . ‘in Your
Collection: the Ins and QOuts of Pest
Control at the Dallas Museum of
Natural History, Dallas; and Picking
Appraisers, Conservators  and
Insurance at The Witte Museum,
San Antonio. Megan called for a
motion to accept the report as
presented. Betty Edmondson and
Kandy Taylor-Hille so moved; the
report was approved.

Editor’s Report

Megan recognized Jennifer
Cook, Officer-at-Large and Editor,
thanking her for working so hard on
the newsletter during the past year.
Jennifer noted the upcoming
deadline for Newsletter submissions
is April 20, 2003.

Chair’s Report

Megan called on Kandy Taylor-
Hille. Kandy asked the membership
to participate in a moment of silence
in memory of the extraordinary
contributions of Reba Jones. Reba
worked at the Amarillo Museum of
Art for many years and was a
staunch supporter of both the
Registrar’s Committee and the
Collection Managers Committee. A

contribution to the Amarillo
Museum of Art was made by the
CMC in Reba’s name.

Megan then reviewed the
year for members and discussed
membership  benefits, including
scholarships to the Annual Meeting.
Megan introduced scholarship
recipients for 2003: Amy Hooker
of the Petroleum Museum, Anita
Bryant of the Dublin Dr. Pepper
Bottling Company Museum, and
Patsy Burris of Varner-Hogg State
Historic Site.

Megan thanked Kandy for
sharing her facility for the Board’s
retreat. Megan discussed ideas
which were presented at the retreat
including the new resource table.
Megan reminded members that
need to renew their memberships
to stop by the table. She reiterated
that the table signs were provided
by Oxbow Consulting. Thanks to
Bruce!

Megan presented the slate of
new officers for 2003-2005 terms:
Vice-Chair: Carolyn Spears,
Stone Fort Museum; Secretary,
Catherine Campbell, Moody
Mansion Museum; Officer-at-
Large: Editor: Jennifer Cook,
Mary Kay Museum.

NEW BUSINESS

Megan reminded everyone to
submit ideas for sessions at the
2004 Annual Meeting in Waco.
All members should consider
proposing sessions to not only the
CMC workshop schedule, but also
to the TAM Program Committee.
Megan encouraged members to
send their proposals to her rather
than directly to the TAM office.
The CMC has a representative
on the Program Committee who

(Continued on Page 4)
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