COLLECTION MANAGERS COMMITTEE

NEWSLETTER - SPRING. - 1990
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:

It seems hard to helieve that Annual Meeting is just around the .
corner. We have a full agenda for our Saturday morning meeting and
I look forward to another full house. (Sorry about the early hour,
lets see if we can reschedule next year) You will hear about the
new Membership Committee and Archives Committee and we will give you
an update on the "Museum Forms Book"” and the Disaster Plan. Please
plan to attend and be ready to volunteer to join one of the
committees or suggest the formation of another committee, one which
you might be willing to chair. Most importantly, we will introduce
our new officers and outline plans for activities and workshops for
the coming year.

. 8ince this is my final letter as Chair of the CMC, 1 want to thank
all of you for the support you have given me and the other officers
over the past several months. The Collection Managers Committee has
become, in a very short time, a vital part of TAM. This vitality is
due to the dedication and participation of our officers and
membership. I would like to encourage you to continue to support
this growth by becoming actively involved with CMC. Please bring
your comments and ideas to Annual Meeting, I look forward to seeing
yvyou there.

Sincerely,

Richard Casagrande Chair, CMC
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TAM ANNUAL MEETING 199@

There are going to be many sessions at the 199@ TAM Annual Meeting
in Lubbock which will be of particular interest to Collection
Managers. April 4 — 7 are the scheduled dates and listed below are
some of the sessions which you may want to attend.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4
PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
12230 '~ 4130 pom.
MUSEUM FUNDAMENTALS II: This warkshop covers the four basic areas

of museum operations, administration, education, development, and
computerization.




CONCURRENT SESSION II
2:43 — 4:15 p.a.

COMPUTERIZATION: Qur own Terry Grose will review the basic
considerations that must be addressed for successful computerization
of any museum function: collections, education, development, and
finance.

COLLECTION MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: The Collections Management Workshop
presents a practical look at the physical preservation and storage

of collections as practiced at the Texas Tech University Museum -
designed for collection manapgers, curators, and administrators

involved in planning new storage areas or looking for ways to

improve their own collections management practices. Following a
general orientation session for all participants, individuals may
attend one of the following four sections.

ARCHAEDOLOGY AND LUBBOCK LAKE LANDMARK

ART, CLOTHING AND TEXTILES, AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND THE RANCHING HERITAGE CENTER
MAMMAL DGY, FROZEN TISSUES, AND THE NATURAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
LABORATORY

THURSDAY, APRIL S5

Concurrent Sessions I
9:00 — 18:15 a.s.

ORIGINAL OR REPRODUCTION: WHICH TO USE How do we maintain
historical accuracy while protecting our valuable collections? How
do we insure that the reproduction materials are authentic for the
desired period? Where can reproduction materials be obtained?

Concurrent Sessions II
19:38 — 11:45 a.m.

CONSERVATION ASSESSMENT PROGRAM: A NEW IMS GRANT OPPORTUNITY CAP
has been designed to assist institutions in comprehensive long range
planning for conservation, providing an overview of all of the
museum’s collections and environmental conditions, as well as its
policies and procedures relating to collections structure, and the
preparation and benefits for an institutional participant.



Concurrent Sessions III
3:30 — 4:45 p.m.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE CARE OF TEACHING COLLECTIONS
Curatorial conservation standards are often in conflict with the
disposable objects policies associated with education collections.
Which conservation standards should apply to teaching collections?
Can an object that is not of museum quality be used effectively to
teach as a museum quality object? There ought be high standards for
developing and using teaching collections.

FRIDAY, APRIL &

Concurrent Sessions I
9:00 - 10:1S5 a.=.

TISSUES, TUNES, AND TALK: THE IMPORTANCE OF NONTRADITIONAL
COLLECTIONS How can museums properly integrate non—traditional
resources, such as language, oral history, music, or even frozen
tissue samples, into museum intrepretation? These potentially
significant primary sources are often ignored and used only as
background information within exhibits. There are other ways to use
these materials and this panel will present some new ideas for
working with non—traditional collections.

Concurrent Sessions II
19:30 — 11:45 a.m.

NATIVE AMERICAN SACRED OBJECTS AND HUMAN REMAINS: ISSUES FOR
MUSEUMS State and national issues concerning Native American
collections and sacred objects and reparation have concerned
lawmakers and occupied newspaper headlines during the past year.
What is the current status of some of these legislative issues and
how might they affect our state’s museums?

Concurrent Sessions III
3:30 - 4:45 p.m.

THE CURATORIAL CRISIS In recent years, the number of curatorial
staff in the museum world has been declining. As curators are
replaced by collection managers, registrars, exhibit consultants and
educators, how does this affect the traditional museum
responsibility of "the care and interpretation” of a museum’s
collections?




SATURDAY, APRIL 7
8:00 a.m.

COLLECTION MANAGERS COMMITTEE BREAKFAST

Concurrent Sessions 1
9:00 — 1@:15 a.m.

COMPUTERIZED COLLECTION MANAGEMENT AND EDUCATION: A NEW ALLIANCE?
The increasing sophistication of computerized collection management
systems opens the door for museum visitors to access collection
records. But, is it desirable for visitors to have access to
collection records? How should access be controlled? What has been
the experience of museums that have pioneered in this field?

Concurrent Sessions II

10:30 — 11:45 p.m.

STATEWIDE DISASTER ASSISTANCE NETWORK PROJECT This session will
present factors to consider in developing a statewide disaster
assistance network, including information on workshop training

sessions for disaster preparedness planning and recovery operation
procedures in the event of a disaster.
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DUES NEEDED!

If you have not already paid your dues, please do so by the TAM
Annual Meeting in Lubbock on April 4 - 7. This will be your last
newsletter if you do not join or re-—join!
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COLLECTION MANGAGERS COMMITTEE

199@ SLATE OF CANDIDATES

CHAIR:

Sally Shelton
Assistant Conservator
Texas Memorial Museum
Austin, Texas

VICE-CHRIR

Terry Grose

Chief Asst. Curator
Fort Worth Museum of
Science & History
Fort Worth, Texas

TREASURER

Peter Farnham
Curator of Collections
0l1d City Park
Dallas, Texas

Susan Harwell

Curator

Institute of Texas Cultures
San Antonio, Texas

Melissa Thompson
Asst. Registrar
Amon Carter Museunm
Fort Worth, Texas

Lisa Rebori

Mgr. of Collections
Houston Museum of
Natural Science
Houston, Texas

Please remember to send in your ballots to Rick Casagrande, San
Antonio Museum Association, P.0. BOX 26Q1, San Antonio, Texas 78299-

2601, post—-marked by March 21.
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UPCOMING WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT:
COLLECTION MANAGERS TO SPONSOR WORKSHOP ON ARCHIVES MANAGEMENT

The Collection Managers Committee will sponsor a workshop entitled
"ARCHIVES: THEIR ORGANIZATION AND CARE" June 23 in Midland at the
Petroleum Museum. This workshop will be co-hosted by the Permian
Basin Museums Institute and the North West Texas Museum Association.
The speakers will be David Murrah, Director of Texas Tech
University’s West Texas Collection and Betty Orbeck, Archivist of

the Petroleum Museum Archives. In the afternoon, Dr. Richard Mason,
the director of the Haley Library, will make a presentation about

the new addition and extensive rennovation of their facilities.
Tours of the Petroleum Museum and the Haley Library will also be
offered. The chair for this workshop is John Neilson of Fort Concho
National Historic Landmark. The cost of the workshop is $5.00 for






