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Networking At Its BEST!

by Gabriela Truly
Collections Manager, Dallas Museum of Art

In the excitement of the last moments of AAM
Conference back in May, I said I would write an
article about the AAM experience. And although I
now have to actually sit and write this article in the
midst of a ton of work, I am glad I said I would.

Most of you are now familiar with how
important networking is to our collections care
responsibilities. If we spend the time to get to know
people at the workshops and annual meetings, by
the end of each get-together, we will have added
new resources to our Rolodex.

Participating...
is a gift of knowledge, new contacts,
unparalleled information and friends
you will never forget.

When I was asked to be the Program Chair for
the Registrars Committee of AAM 2002, I knew it
would be a lot of work. Having been a member of
the Program Committee for TAM four years in a
row, I was well trained and ready for the challenge.

Just as with the TAM groups, I worked this past
year with people from all museum departments.
Even though I was working on sessions with topics
mostly relevant to registrars and collections

managers, I also had the opportunity to work with visual
resources people, librarians, conservators, consultants,
etc.

And just like those wonderful meetings in Austin
each year for the TAM program, the meeting in
Washington D.C. at the AAM Headquarters to discuss
the proposed sessions had people from all areas —
development, security, small museums, curators,
education, exhibitions, museum management, media and
technology, etc. The meeting was interesting,
enlightening, long and fun! It is so nice to have fun
when you are working so hard.

Presenting topics that we always consider mostly
relevant only to ourselves (registrars and collections
managers) and listening to the rest of our colleagues get
all excited about them, too — as well as give their own
spin to the same topic — is always enlightening for me.

During one session, we celebrated the 25%
anniversary of the Registrars Committee of AAM. Talk
about networking at its best! To interact with people
who have been in the profession for 25 years or longer
and have them share information on how the group got
started and how far we have come as a profession was a
treasured experience. And, you know, in the end, it is a
lot about who you know and how willing you are to
make those calls. Tap into the knowledge others have
acquired by going through the same problem(s) you
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FROM THE CHAIR

Is it just me, or ‘has this
summer flown by with the
speed of... well, I can’t think of
an accurate metaphor, but
something that moves really
fast?

It’s been a busy summer all
around. Carolyn Spears has
been hard at work representing
CMC on Program Committee
and has put together a great
slate of  collections-related
sessions for the TAM Annual
Meeting 1in Houston next
March.

I know from experience
what hard, time-consuming
work that is. Look elsewhere in
this newsletter for a preview of
the sessions on tap for Houston.
Milly Walker continues her
diligence in organizing great
workshops for CMC — many
thanks to Milly, Darla Harmon
and the folks at the Lone Star
Flight Museum, and Catherine

Campbell and the Moody
Mansion, for creating an
enlightening and entertaining day
for us in Galveston in June.

As a special treat in this issue,
Jack Linden provides us with a
newcomer’s perspective on the
TAM Annual Meeting. Jack, a
self-described newcomer to the
ins and outs of museum work,
was a CMC scholarship recipient
to attend the Lubbock meeting
this past spring. I hope most of
you got the opportunity to meet
him and benefit from his insights
and refreshing perspective on our
work.

Our next workshop will be on
that perennial issue — PEST
CONTROL! We will be hosted
by the Dallas Museum of Natural
History. See the workshop flyer
insert for more information and
registration.

See you there...

Megan Bryant / Chair

CMC CoOLLECTION MANAGERS COMMITTEE
2002-2003 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

OCTOBER 21, 2002 — Pest
Control at the Dallas Museum of
Natural History, Dallas, Texas

JANUARY 13, 2003 - Picking
Appraisers, Conservators &
Insurance at The Witte Museum,
San Antonio, Texas

Curators’ Circle From McFaddin-Ward House

The Curators’ Circle, a new
program from McFaddin-Ward

House, are quarterly events
targeted at interested docents,
volunteers and museum

professionals. The sessions are
free and open to the public and
will take place at the McFaddin-
Ward House Visitor Center, 1906
Calder Avenue, Beaumont, Texas.

This quarter’s program is as
follows:

©October 24, 2002/ 7:30 PM:
Decorate Arts: Rugs, presented by
Sherri  Birdsong,  Curator of
Collections

To reserve a seat or for more
information, call Debbie Gannon,
Assistant Curator/Registrar at 409-
832-1906.

2002-2003 CMC OFFICERS

Megan P. Bryant / Chair

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
411 Elm Street, Suite 120

Dallas, TX 75202

Tel: 214-747-6660 Ext. 6619

E-Mail: meganb@jfk.org

Milly Walker / Vice-Chair

Dublin Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. Museum
221 N. Patrick Street

Dublin, TX 76446

Tel: 254-445-4210

Fax: 254-445-4677

E-Mail: milly@drpep.com

Rebecca Huffstutler / Treasurer
The Witte Museum

3801 Broadway

San Antonio, TX 78209

Tel: 210-357-1867

E-Mail:
rebeccahuffstutler@wittemuseum.org

Carolyn Spears / Secretary
Stone Fort Museum

P.O. Box 6075, SFASU
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6075
Tel: 936-468-2408

E-Mail: cspears@sfasu.edu

Trey Reed / Officer-at-Large
Fort Bend Museum Assoc. /
George Ranch

10215-G FM 762 Road
Richmond, TX 77409

Tel: 281-545-9223

E-Mail: treyreed@intertex.net

Jennifer Cook / Officer-at-Large
(Editor)

Mary Kay Museum

P.O. Box 799045

Dallas, TX 75379-9045

Tel: 972-687-5889

E-Mail: Jennifer.cook@mkcorp.com

CMC Newsletter

is a quarterly publication of the
Collection Managers Committee, a
non-profit affinity group of the Texas
Association of Museums. Submissions
are due to the Editor by the first of
March, May, August and November.

Printing and mailing costs for this issue
were donated by the Mary Kay
Museum, Mary Kay Inc. Dallas, Texas
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A Newcomer’s View

by Jack Linden (A 2002 CMC Scholarship Recipient)

Kandy Taylor-Hille has
asked me to write a short essay
on my view of my first
attendance. - at  the - Texas
Association of  Museums
Meeting in Lubbock. Being an
historian, and a newcomer to

Therefore, in response to those
that ask me, “What did you learn
at the TAM Meeting?” 1 say,
“You do not have the time.”
However, I shall try to bring out
some of the things that I have
stored in memory, rather than

found another place for them to be
domiciled.

The mechanical aspects of
keeping, preserving, and displaying
artifacts that were shown were vital to
me. Not only do I have memory of
this as something you should do, but I

the “ins and outs” of the recite the pages and pages of now have documents in my possession
museum and historical site instructions that were handed out that will lead me to help or provide
administration, 1 frankly  or the addresses that I now have in immediate assistance. This has been
expected to be overwhelmed. I my file.  “Have patience” is invaluable.
admit that I was, indeed, probably the biggest thing that I Not last, but for the sake of
overwhelmed, although not Ilearned. I was totally convinced brevity, I learned that “you had better
from fear but from the that I could get this “whole thing read, read, read and keep coming back
encouragement, the to these conferences.” One
offers of help, and the o e pal‘ience T probab[y the time 1S only the
sincere appreciation for B Sl i L d” introduction to the many
what I am trying to do. sEcs e oy s facets, vagaries, hardships
.I think 1t is bes‘F ‘Fo done elom The vi by ot and pleasures of being
begin by explaining my around and part of a museum or
situation... I am currently the Sl vl B oL historical site. My workload seemed

“curator” of a small building in
the town of Seguin. I use the
term “curator” very, very
loosely. I inherited a building
that is approximately 16’ x 20’
with a dugout basement, all of
which is stuffed with everything
from a sword from the San
Jacinto  battlefield to the
speakers from a drive-in movie,
as well as artifacts from
someplace in Thailand circa the
Viet Nam War. Most of the
identifying tags have been eaten
by silverfish, documents have
been hung with anything and
everything, and there is no
climate control — period.
Mother Nature has taken care of
all that, with the wind and the
rain having free access.

long enough.

Having been convinced of the
“patience thing” myself, I am now
trying to convince my Board that
they, too, must exercise patience.
It is a task of diplomacy, and I
think the softness of the
presenters’ and  participants’
persuasive voices showed me how
best to do that.

“You can’t keep everything,
nor should you” was another
important learning experience. [
tended to be one of those who
thought that “someday” we will
need that. I am convinced now
that many of the collectibles
should be other places and that
many of those items are nice
antiques, which someone should
have kept in their own home or

to be lighter upon leaving the
conference; I know that it wasn’t, but
the participants and presenters seemed
to be saying, “Let us carry part of your
load.”

I thank all of you for the kind
words, the encouragement and the
offers of help. I especially want to
thank = Kandy  Taylor-Hille for
convincing me that I should attend and
for opening as many doors for me as
she did. Her efforts and help certainly

exemplified what [ witnessed in
Lubbock.

I found the entire conference to be
so enlightening, interesting and

informative and the two books I
brought with me to read during the
“dead times” came back with me to
Seguin — unopened.

A very worthwhile experience.
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