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Dear SOCS Members, Colleagues, Supporters, and Guests,

Welcome to the 21st Annual Skin of Color Society Scientific Symposium!

We are thrilled to have you with us today for our signature skin of color 
dermatology community gathering of distinguished SOCS leaders and members, 
research fellows, dermatology residents, medical students, and industry 
supporters worldwide. 

This year’s Symposium is themed, “Innovating for Equity,” which aptly reflects 
our mission to advance skin of color dermatology to achieve health equity 
and excellence in patient care through research, education, mentorship, and 
advocacy. 

In keeping with our tradition since SOCS was founded by Dr. Susan C. Taylor 
in 2004, we will showcase groundbreaking research and insights from highly 
esteemed experts, thought leaders, and emerging researchers.

We thank our Scientific Committee Co-chairs Crystal Aguh, MD, FAAD, and 
Cesar Antonio Virgen, MD, PhD, FAAD, and their dedicated committee for their 
incredible work in curating an outstanding scientific program for you today, which 
I trust you will find highly informative and thought-provoking.

We extend our gratitude to our sponsors for their generous support, which makes 
this Symposium and other important SOCS initiatives and programs possible.

Thanks to the dedication and contributions of many leaders, members, and 
collaborators, we have accomplished so much in this past year in fulfillment of 
our mission and strategic plan.

To those of you who are not yet members of this dynamic organization, I invite 
you to join us in the vital work we do. To our current members, I encourage you to 
become more involved and engaged with us.

As a founding member of this amazing organization, I deeply value my SOCS 
family, and it has been a tremendous honor to serve as your President.

Thank you for joining us today and for your commitment to SOCS.

Sincerely,

The Skin of Color Society &  
Skin of Color Society Foundation 
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Dear SOCS Members, Colleagues, Supporters, and Guests,

We warmly welcome you to the 21st Annual Skin of Color Society Scientific 
Symposium, “Innovating for Equity.”

Today’s Scientific Symposium offers an exciting array of invited speakers, 
panel discussions, and presentations of oral abstracts, scientific iPosters, and 
Innovations Grant finalists, representing diverse perspectives from highly 
recognized experts, emerging researchers, and new voices in the field.

Our keynote presentation features a moderated conversation with Uché 
Blackstock, MD, Founder and CEO of Advancing Health Equity, emergency 
physician, and New York Times-bestselling author of "Legacy: A Black 
Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine."   

Our rich scientific program features fascinating talks on artificial intelligence 
and hidradenitis suppurativa, insightful panel discussions on mentorship and 
improving diversity in research, and an interesting mix of oral and iPoster 
abstract presentations on a variety of important topics of interest to our 
global skin of color dermatology community. In addition, we will hear from 
two finalists for the SOCS Early Career Innovations Grant, who will share their 
novel ideas.

Immediately following the Symposium, we invite you to join us for SOCS 
grant and award announcements, a book signing with Dr. Blackstock, and a 
reception celebrating our 21 years of progress and achievements in skin of 
color dermatology.

We hope that you fully enjoy today’s program and find it to be insightful and 
enriching.

Thank you for joining us today and participating in the Skin of Color Society.

Warm regards,
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VENUE
Hyatt Regency Orlando 
9801 International Dr. 
Orlando, FL  
Room: Regency Ballroom S

MEETING HOST
Skin of Color Society
1932 S. Halsted St., Suite 413
Chicago, IL 60608 USA
Tel: 1- 630-578-3991
info@skinofcolorsociety.org

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE English

CONFERENCE PURPOSE  
Facilitating a platform for the exchange 
of information related to skin of color, the 
Symposium aims to unite professionals, 
including international colleagues, residents, 
and research fellows. This event will feature 
presentations on cutting-edge research, 
the sharing of valuable experiences, and 
collaborative discussions steering the future 
trajectory of dermatology's special interest in 
skin of color.

TARGET AUDIENCE  
Who will benefit from attending?
I Dermatologists
I Dermatology Residency Programs
I Physicians with an interest in  

skin of color
I Residents, fellows, medical students with an 

interest in skin of color

WEATHER The average maximum daytime 
temperature in early March in Orlando, FL 
is 70 F (22 C), while the average minimum 
temperature is 47 F (8.5 C).
MEETING ATTIRE The attire for all the 
educational sessions and social events is 
business casual.
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  
The Skin of Color Society fully complies with 
the legal requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the rules and 
regulations thereof.
CME The meeting is not sanctioned for 
CME/PRA Category 1 Credits. However, the 
meeting will comply as much as possible 
with the policies and best practices of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education. All individuals in a position to 
control the content of the activity, including 
speakers and authors, moderators, and 
planning committee members, will properly 
disclose relevant financial relationships with 
any commercial interests pertinent to their 
talk or the subject of the meeting.
CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE 
Certificates of attendance will be issued and 
delivered via email to all confirmed attendees 
at the conclusion of the meeting. 
MEETING RECORDING This meeting is 
being recorded. Recordings will be available 
for future reference. 

GENERAL INFORMATION
21ST ANNUAL  
SKIN OF COLOR SOCIETY  
SYMPOSIUM  
THURSDAY I MARCH 6, 2025

Explore the  
Ally and Champion 
Industry iPosters 
Gallery by scanning 
the QR code

Dhaval Bhanusali, MD, FAAD

WE SINCERELY THANK OUR SPONSORS for 
their invaluable support of the 21st Annual 
SOCS Scientific Symposium. Your contributions 
play a vital role in the success of this event and 
our ongoing efforts to advance innovation, 
collaboration, and excellence in dermatology.

Nancy and David Harvey, MD, FAAD, FACMS

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR YEAR-ROUND SPONSORS whose commitment extends 
beyond this meeting. Your unwavering partnership strengthens our mission and  
impacts the dermatology community in meaningful ways throughout the year.

THANK YOU SPONSORS

CHAMPION

ALLY

PARTNER

FRIEND

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

https://www.skyrizihcp.com/
https://www.lilly.com/
https://www.incyte.com/Dermatology
https://www.beiersdorf.com/
https://www.pfizer.com/
https://eltamd.com/
https://www.jnj.com/
https://www.bms.com/
www.dupixentHCP.com
https://www.vaseline.com/
https://www.arcutis.com/
https://www.skinceuticals.com/
https://www.ucb-usa.com/
https://www.ortho-dermatologics.com/
https://www.takeda.com/

https://www.clinique.com/
https://merzaesthetics.com/

https://www.clinuvel.com/
https://www.lorealdermatologicalbeauty.us/
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Victoria H. Barbosa, MD, MPH, MBA, FAAD 
Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Chicago Medicine
President, Skin of Color Society

PRESIDENT 
Dr. Barbosa is an Associate Professor of Dermatology at the University of Chicago where she also serves as  
Director of the Hair Loss Program and Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the Section of Dermatology.  
She is an expert in the areas of alopecia and in treating skin diseases in people of color. She is a sought-after  
lecturer at national and international meetings, has published textbook chapters and original research, has  
co-edited a textbook on dermatology in skin of color, and has co-authored a book on skin care. 
She began her career at the international cosmetics company L’Oréal where she rose to the level of vice president  
in research and development. She built and directed the L’Oréal Institute for Ethnic Hair and Skin Research, a  
one-of-a-kind research facility devoted to understanding the differences in hair and skin of people of different ethnicities. She then went on 
to open a successful private practice, Millennium Park Dermatology, where her outstanding care earned her the distinction of being named 
to Chicago Magazine’s list of Top Doctors seven times. 
Dr. Barbosa is passionate about nurturing others on the path to being a physician. She serves on the Executive Committee of the Pritzker 
School of Medicine Admissions Committee and is a Lewis Society Career Advisor to over 40 medical students per year. She has served as 
a clinical and research mentor to several medical students and residents. Dr. Barbosa is committed to service to the field of dermatology. 
She is currently the President of the Skin of Color Society where she has also served as a founding board member and more recently as 
the co-chair of the scientific committee. She is also the Vice President of the Illinois Dermatological Society, a past president of the Chicago 
Dermatological Society, and a scientific advisor for the Scarring Alopecia Foundation. She is a member of the American Dermatological 
Association, Womens Dermatological Society, American Hair Research Society,  and the National Medical Association. Dr. Barbosa holds a 
B.A. from Harvard College and an M.D. cum laude from the Yale University School of Medicine where she was inducted into Alpha Omega 
Alpha, the national medical honor Society. She completed her internship in Internal Medicine at the Massachusetts General Hospital, her 
residency in dermatology at Yale and was a Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar at Johns Hopkins. She earned a master’s degree in Public 
Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health and an M.B.A. from the Kellogg School of Management.
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Adewole "Ade" Adamson, MD, MPP, FAAD
Division of Dermatology 
Assistant Professor, Department of Internal Medicine
Dell Medical School at The University of Texas at Austin
INVITED SPEAKER | Artificial Intelligence and Skin Health Disparities
Dr. Adamson is a board-certified dermatologist and assistant professor in the Department of Internal  
Medicine. His primary clinical interest is in caring for patients at high risk for melanoma of the skin, such as  
those with many moles (particularly atypical moles) or a personal and/or family history of melanoma.  
He is interested in how artificial intelligence can be leveraged to take care of this patient population.
Dr. Adamson's research involves understanding patterns of health care utilization including overuse and underuse  
in dermatology. He is interested in how effectively and efficiently the health care system delivers care to patients  
with skin cancer, the most common type of cancer in the United States. He is passionate about health care disparities, access to specialty 
health care and health care costs. He speaks nationally about health care quality, value and the application of evidence-based medicine 
within dermatology. 

Crystal Aguh, MD, FAAD
Associate Professor; Director, Ethnic Skin Program; Director, Ethnic Skin Fellowship 
Department of Dermatology, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
CO-CHAIR and MODERATOR
Dr. Aguh is an Associate Professor of Dermatology and Director of the Ethnic Skin Program at the Johns  
Hopkins School of Medicine. Dr. Aguh’s area of research focuses primarily on skin conditions that 
disproportionately impact minority populations, with particular emphasis on cicatricial alopecia. She has  
authored four books on hair loss and has published numerous peer-reviewed journal articles and given  
multiple national and international talks on these topics. As a result of her work, Dr. Aguh is the recipient of  
numerous prestigious research awards & grants from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Skin of Color Society, 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions and the Dermatology Foundation. In April 2019, Dr. Aguh, along with other  
prominent awardees including then-former Vice President Joe Biden, was honored by the National Minority Quality Forum with the 40 
under 40 Leaders in Minority Health award for her academic work. Dr. Aguh completed her residency at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, 
serving as the chief resident in her final year training. She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University and earned her medical 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, with honors, earning induction into Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society.

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/adewole-ade-adamson-md-mpp-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/crystal-aguh-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/victoria-holloway-barbosa-md-mph-mba-faad
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Uché Blackstock, MD
Founder & CEO, Advancing Health Equity 
Author of Legacy: A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine

KEYNOTE SPEAKER  | Legacy & Health Equity: A Fireside Chat with Dr. Uché Blackstock
Dr. Uché Blackstock is an emergency physician with over 17 years of experience and a second-generation  
Harvard graduate. She is the founder of Advancing Health Equity, an organization dedicated to dismantling  
racism in healthcare. She is also an MSNBC medical contributor and author of the New York Times bestselling  
memoir Legacy: A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine.

Dr. Blackstock is a respected thought leader on bias and racism in healthcare. Described by Forbes as,  
“a growing voice that is bringing to light and offering solutions to unconscious bias and structural racism among  
healthcare organizations,” she speaks to organizations across all sectors about the intersection of medicine,  
health equity, and systemic racism.
In her memoir, Legacy: A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine, Dr. Blackstock uses a personal lens to tell a broader story about race 
in America, raising a call to action for health equity. The book is her odyssey from child to medical student to practicing physician—to finally 
seizing her own power as a health equity advocate against the backdrop of the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement.
In the 1980s, Dr. Blackstock’s mother headed an organization of Black woman physicians who cared for patients and the broader 
community. Dr. Blackstock and her twin sister followed in their mother’s footsteps and headed to Harvard Medical School, making them the 
first Black mother-daughter legacies from the school. With only about 6 percent of physicians being Black, and only 3 percent being Black 
women, the Blackstock sisters were making history.
What Dr. Blackstock did not learn at Harvard was that the lack of diversity among physicians has a direct impact on patient care. Black 
Americans have far worse health outcomes than any other group in the country. One striking example: Citing a study by the National 
Bureau of Economic Research, the New York Times reported that “the richest Black mothers and their babies are twice as likely to die as the 
richest white mothers and their babies.”
Dr. Blackstock’s writing, including numerous OpEds, has been featured in the Chicago Tribune, Scientific American, The Washington Post 
and STAT News for the Boston Globe. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she appeared regularly on radio and cable news programming to 
amplify the message around racial health inequities, including with CNN, NPR Morning Edition, The Brian Lehrer Show, Dr. Oz, The New York 
Times, and has been featured recently on PBS NewsHour and in Essence, as well as on panels at Afropunk and Essence Fest.
Dr. Blackstock is a former associate professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine and the former faculty director for recruitment, 
retention, and inclusion in the Office of Diversity Affairs at NYU School of Medicine. She received both her undergraduate and medical degrees 
from Harvard University, making her and her twin sister, Oni, the first Black mother-daughter legacies from Harvard Medical School.

Valerie D. Callender, MD, FAAD
Professor of Dermatology, Howard University College of Medicine 
Medical Director, Callender Dermatology & Cosmetic Center 
Founder & Principal Investigator, Callender Center for Clinical Research
PANELIST | Improving Diversity in Research: How to Improve  
Diversity in Basic and Translational Research
Dr. Callender is a board-certified dermatologist who is known for her sensitive and cutting-edge approach  
to the management of hair loss in women and the treatment of pigmentation disorders. Dr. Callender has  
performed leadership roles in many dermatological organizations, including the Women’s Dermatologic  
Society and the Skin of Color Society, which she is Past President of both societies, and has served on the  
Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the American Academy of Dermatology. Dr. Callender is the  
current President of the American Dermatological Association, the oldest Dermatologic Society in the United States.  
She is the Founder and Medical Director of the Callender Dermatology & Cosmetic Center and Founder and Principal Investigator for 
Callender Center for Clinical Research, which is in the Washington, DC metropolitan region. Dr. Callender received her medical degree 
from Howard University, where she also did her residency and currently serves as Professor of Dermatology at the College of Medicine. 
She is the recipient of the Women’s Dermatologic President’s Award and Mentor of the Year Award, and the Dermatology Foundation’s 
Clark W. Finnerud Award. The Clark W. Finnerud Award is given each year to an individual who has devoted extraordinary time and talent 
as a part-time teacher and clinician.

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/uche-blackstock
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/valerie-callender-md


7 www.skinofcolorsociety.orgWiFi Access Code: SOCS2025

FACU
LTY

Seemal R. Desai, MD, FAAD 
President, American Academy of Dermatology 
Founder & Medical Director, Innovative Dermatology 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Dermatology, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
INVITED SPEAKER | Navigating Goals in Leadership: Insights from an AAD President
Dr. Desai, a Diplomate of the American Board of Dermatology and a Board-Certified Dermatologist,  
graduated with honors from Emory University. He received his medical training at Morehouse School of  
Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia, and received his Doctor of Medicine degree, Magna Cum Laude with honors.
Following medical school, Dr. Desai completed his medical internship in Internal Medicine. He then went on to  
complete his residency at The University of Alabama at Birmingham and served as Chief Resident for the  
Department of Dermatology.
Dr. Desai has been active on a local, state, and national level with numerous medical organizations, and is also actively involved in 
teaching and mentoring medical students and residents. He is the Founder & Medical Director of Innovative Dermatology, a state-of-
the-art private practice in the Dallas area, and also serves as Clinical Assistant Professor of Dermatology at The University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center. 
Dr. Desai authored numerous publications and has been invited to present at countless national and international Dermatology events. 
His clinical expertise includes the treatment of vitiligo, and other disorders of pigmentation, psoriasis, acne, skin disease in skin of color, 
cosmeceuticals, and new drug therapies. 

John E. Harris, MD, PhD, FAAD 
Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, UMass Chan Medical School 
Founding Director, Vitiligo Clinic and Research Center 
Founding Director, Autoimmune Therapeutics Institute 
Chief Innovation Officer (CINO), Alys Pharmaceuticals 
MODERATOR | Improving Diversity in Research: How to Improve Diversity  
in Basic and Translational Research
Dr. Harris is Chair of Dermatology, Director of the Autoimmune Therapeutics Institute, and Director of the  
Vitiligo Clinic and Research Center at UMass Chan Medical School. He is a dermatologist and physician-scientist,  
caring for patients in a vitiligo specialty clinic and running a research laboratory focused on understanding  
disease pathogenesis and developing new treatments. His group integrates basic, translational, and clinical  
research strategies to accomplish this. As a result, clinical trials in vitiligo have shown success. Dr. Harris founded  
Villaris Therapeutics (acquired by Incyte in 2022) and four other companies to develop treatments for inflammatory skin diseases.

Tamia A. Harris-Tryon, MD, PhD, FAAD
Associate Professor 
Thomas L. Shields Professor of Dermatology 
UT Southwestern Medical Center Dallas
PANELIST | Improving Diversity in Research: How to Improve Diversity  
in Basic and Translational Research
Dr. Harris-Tryon is a physician-scientist and Associate Professor of Dermatology and Immunology at  
UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas. She is an expert in the skin microbiome. Since 2017,  
the Harris-Tryon lab has discovered how diet and the immune system alter skin biology and the impact  
of these changes on the microbiome. Her team is translating discoveries from the bench into new therapies  
for individuals with skin diseases. 

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/42seemal-r-desai-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/john-e-harris-md-phd-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/tamia-a-harris-tryon-md-phd-faad
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Tarannum Jaleel, MD, MHSc, FAAD 
Assistant Professor, Duke Department of Dermatology 
Director, Duke Dermatology Sponsored Clinical Trials Education
INVITED SPEAKER | Variation in the Effect of Sex Hormones in Hidradenitis Suppurativa
Dr. Jaleel received a Bachelor of Science in Biophysics from University of Alabama in Birmingham 2007.  
After graduation, she worked with the European Institute of Women’s Health as a Fulbright scholar. She  
received both her Medical Degree and completed her residency in dermatology from University of Alabama  
in Birmingham School of Medicine. She then joined on as faculty at Duke in 2016 and completed a Master’s in  
Health Sciences through Duke’s Clinical Research Training Program.  
Dr. Jaleel’s research focuses on studying the role of sex hormones in skin inflammation as it relates to hidradenitis  
suppurativa (HS) disease pathogenesis. Her early work on this topic has been funded by the Dermatology Foundation,  
Skin of Color Society, and Duke School of Medicine Precision Genomics Collaboratory Fostering Interdisciplinary Genomic Science pilot 
grant. Her most recent awards include the BIRCWH K12 grant and Physician-Scientist Strong Start Award that will allow for understanding 
the mechanisms by which hormone signaling modulates skin inflammation with the future goal of identifying novel therapeutic targets.  
Her interests also include developing tools to decrease disparities in health outcomes and promoting diversity in dermatology clinical trials.  
She serves as the SOCS co-chair for the SOCS-NMA Diversity in Dermatology Clinical Trials Mentorship Program and is also the primary 
director for Duke Skin of Color Fellowship program.

Roopal V. Kundu, MD, FAAD
Associate Dean for Admissions, Jacob R. Suker, MD, Professor of Medical Education 
Professor of Dermatology and Medical Education, Founder/Director Northwestern Center for Ethnic Skin and Hair 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
PANELIST | Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for Ensuring Success for Trainees
Dr. Kundu is the Jacob R. Suker, MD, Professor of Medical Education and is a professor of dermatology and  
medical education at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine. Dr. Kundu serves as the founding  
director of the Northwestern Center for Ethnic Skin and Hair (established in 2005) which provides medical and  
procedural dermatology care, along with educational programs, community outreach, and clinical trials research.  
Dr. Kundu has served many mentorship roles in her career, first as a program director for the both the dermatology  
and combined medicine-dermatology programs for nearly 8 years before moving on to become the Associate Dean  
of Admissions in 2016. She loves the opportunity to see patients, teach, conduct research in her areas of interest, and be a part of the 
development of the next generation of dermatologists. Dr. Kundu has held leadership roles with the American Academy of Dermatology, 
Skin of Color Society, and the Association of American Medical Colleges.

Shawn G. Kwatra, MD, FAAD
Dr. Joseph W. Burnett Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, University of Maryland School of Medicine
PANELIST | Improving Diversity in Research: How to Improve Diversity  
in Basic and Translational Research
Dr. Kwatra is the Joseph W. Burnett Endowed Professor and Chairman of Dermatology at the University  
of Maryland School of Medicine in Baltimore, MD, USA. He runs a basic and translational research  
laboratory along with a clinical trials unit and is funded by the National Institutes of Health and has been  
an author or co-author on over 250 publications. 

Janiene Luke, MD, FAAD
Clinical Professor and Residency Program Director, Loma Linda University Health
PANELIST | Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for Ensuring Success for Trainees
Dr. Luke is a Clinical Professor and serves as Residency Program Director at the Loma Linda University  
Department of Dermatology. Dr. Luke specializes in medical and cosmetic dermatology with expertise in  
hyperpigmentation, hair disorders, and skin of color.  She is also the Director of the Cosmetic and Laser  
Center at LLU and created the Resident Cosmetic Clinic, a curriculum designed to give residents specialized  
training in performing cosmetic procedures.
Dr. Luke is active in numerous national societies such as the American Academy of Dermatology (AAD), SOCS,  
NMA, WDS and APD. She currently serves as a member of the ACGME Dermatology Review Committee, is the  
Co-Chair of the Technology/Media Committee and sits on the Board of Directors for the Skin of Color Society (SOCS).  
Dr. Luke’s passion for educating patients as well as the public have resulted in numerous contributions to various media outlets.  
In her spare time, Dr. Luke enjoys singing, traveling and cooking. 

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/tarannum-jaleel-md-mhsc
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/roopal-v-kundu-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/shawn-g-kwatra-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/janiene-luke-md-faad
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Natasha A. Mesinkovska, MD, PhD, FAAD
Associate Professor; Vice Chair, Clinical Research, Department of Dermatology, University of California Irvine
PANELIST | Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for Ensuring Success for Trainees
Dr. Mesinkovska is a prolific writer, speaker and researcher. She is a Mayo Clinic and Cleveland Clinic  
trained dermatologist and dermatopathologist who currently serves as the Vice Chair, Clinical Research,  
Department of Dermatology, University of California, Irvine, CA. She runs a busy clinical research unit, and  
is dedicated to alopecia, aging and inflammatory disorders research. As a faculty of the University of  
California Beckman Laser Institute, she is involved in developing non-invasive imaging modalities for skin  
and hair conditions. Natasha is an exceptional  educator and mentor, a recipient of many awards and grants,  
recognizing her educational, clinical and research performance. She served as a Chief Scientific Officer for the  
National Alopecia Areata Foundation (2015-2022) a role essential in developing clinical trials that lead to approval  
of novel therapies and on Board of Directors for the American Hair Research Society. She is the Director for Integrative Dermatology at the 
University of California Irvine, S. Samueli Integrative Health Institute advancing evidence based research in integrative and functional studies. 

Ginette Okoye, MD, FAAD
Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, Howard University College of Medicine 
Adjunct Professor, Department of Dermatology, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
MODERATOR | Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for Ensuring Success for Trainees
Dr. Okoye is Professor and Chair of Dermatology at Howard University College of Medicine. Her areas of  
clinical and research expertise are in health disparities in dermatology and hidradenitis suppurativa.  
Dr. Okoye left her native Trinidad & Tobago to attend Barry University, where she earned her BS degree.  
She then earned her Medical Degree from Columbia University’s College of Physicians & Surgeons and  
completed her dermatology residency training at Yale University. She has been recognized by the American  
Academy of Dermatology with a Presidential Citation, a Volunteerism Award, a Patient Care Hero Award, and the  
2023 William James, M.D. Mentor of the Year Award. She is the author of over 90 publications, including a textbook,  
The Fundamentals of Ethnic Hair.

Amit G. Pandya, MD, FAAD
Associate Medical Director for Phototherapy and Dermatologist, Palo Alto Foundation Medical Group 
Adjunct Professor, Department of Dermatology, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
PANELIST | Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for Ensuring Success for Trainees
Dr. Pandya is a Dermatologist at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation in Sunnyvale, California and an Adjunct  
Clinical Professor of Dermatology at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas.  
He earned his MD from UT Southwestern and completed residencies in internal medicine at Presbyterian  
Hospital of Dallas and Dermatology at UT Southwestern. His clinical practice and research are focused on  
vitiligo, melasma and other pigmentary disorders. He is also interested in mentorship, diversity, equity and  
pipeline programs. In his free time, he enjoys traveling, scuba diving, hiking, bicycling, salsa and bachata  
dancing with his wife Laura.

Cesar Antonio Virgen, MD, PhD, FAAD
Assistant Attending, Dermatology Services, Department of Medicine, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

CO-CHAIR and MODERATOR
Dr. Virgen is an Assistant Attending at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, in the Department of  
Medicine, Dermatology Service. He is part of the inaugural cohort of MSK Faculty Scholars. Dr. Virgen  
cares for patients with skin lymphomas (such as cutaneous T-cell lymphomas, cutaneous B-cell lymphomas,  
and others) as well as for cancer patients and survivors who develop skin, hair, and/or nail conditions as  
side effects of cancer treatment. Before joining MSK, he worked at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and  
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. He completed his residency at the University of California, Irvine, and earned  
his medical degree from the University of California, San Diego. He received his undergraduate degree  
from the University of Alberta.

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/natasha-a-mesinkovska-md-phd
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/ginette-a-okoye-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/amit-g-pandya-md-faad
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/events/scientific-symposium/dr-profiles/cesar-antonio-virgen-md-phd
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WEDNESDAY I  MARCH 5, 2025
4:30pm-7:00pm Early Onsite Registration  

and Badge Pick-up Regency Ballroom S Foyer

THURSDAY I  MARCH 6, 2025
7:30am-7:00pm Onsite Registration and Badge Pick-up 

Regency Ballroom S Foyer

8:00am-10:00am Medical Student Breakfast 
Regency Ballroom S

Breakfast and Networking
Welcome Remarks
Clinique Announcement
Strengthening Your Application to Dermatology 
Residency Programs Panel
I MODERATOR I Neelam Khan, MD, MS, FAAD

Neely Dermatology and Aesthetics

PANEL

I Pamela S. Allen, MD, FAAD
Professor and Chair, Associate Residency Program Director, Mark Allen 
Everett Department of Dermatology, University of Oklahoma College of 
Medicine; Section Chief of Dermatology, Oklahoma City VA Medical Center

I Amy J. McMichael, MD, FAAD
Professor, Department of Dermatology,  
Wake Forest University School of Medicine

I Ginette Okoye, MD, FAAD
Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, Howard University 
College of Medicine; Adjunct Professor, Department of Dermatology, 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

11:00am-12:30pm SOCS & SOCS Foundation  
Annual General Business Meeting

12:45– 5:45pm 21ST ANNUAL SOCS SCIENTIFIC 
SYMPOSIUM  
Innovating for Equity
Regency Ballroom S

12:45-12:48pm Welcome Remarks
I Victoria H. Barbosa, MD, MPH, MBA, FAAD

Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Chicago Medicine 
President, Skin of Color Society

12:48-12:51pm INDUSTRY CHAMPION SPONSOR SHOWCASE

I AbbVie
I Johnson & Johnson
I Sanofi and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

12:51-12:53pm Introduction to the Program
I Crystal Aguh, MD, FAAD

Associate Professor; Director, Ethnic Skin Program;  
Director, Ethnic Skin Fellowship; Department of Dermatology, 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

I Cesar Antonio Virgen, MD, PhD, FAAD
Assistant Attending, Dermatology Services, 
Department of Medicine, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

12:53-1:13pm Navigating Goals in Leadership:  
Insights from an AAD President
I Seemal R. Desai, MD, FAAD

President, American Academy of Dermatology; Founder & Medical 
Director, Innovative Dermatology; Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Department of Dermatology, University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center

1:13-1:38pm Artificial Intelligence and Skin Health Disparities
I Ade Adamson, MD, MPP, FAAD

Division of Dermatology, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Internal Medicine, Dell Medical School at The University of Texas 
at Austin

1:38-1:46pm ORAL ABSTRACT PRESENTATION
Psychiatric and Autoimmune Comorbidities in Vitiligo: 
The Role of Demographic and Socioeconomic Factors
I Swathi Holla, MS

4th Year Medical Student, Baylor College of Medicine

1:46-2:02pm EARLY CAREER INNOVATIONS AWARD FINALISTS
Evaluating the Efficacy of Photodynamic Therapy  
for the Treatment of Acne Vulgaris in Fitzpatrick Skin 
Types IV-VI
I Francisca Kartono, DO, FAAD, FAOCD

Founder, MI Skin Center

Improving Erythema Visualization in Digital Images 
of Pigmented Skin
I Will Lewis, MD

Instructor, Department of Dermatology, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Harvard Medical School

JUDGES

I Katherine O. Ayoade, MD, PhD, FAAD
University of Texas-Southwestern Med School

I Dhaval Bhanusali, MD, FAAD
Hudson Dermatology and Laser Surgery

I Tiffany Mayo, MD, MS, FAAD 
University of Alabama at Birmingham

Audience Vote

2:02-2:22pm BREAK Featured iPoster Session 1

2:22-2:26pm EARLY CAREER INNOVATIONS AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

I PRESENTED BY  
Dhaval Bhanusali, MD, FAAD and EltaMD

2:26-3:11pm Cross-Generational Mentorship: Pearls for 
Ensuring Success for Trainees Panel
I MODERATOR I Ginette Okoye, MD, FAAD 

Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, Howard University 
College of Medicine; Adjunct Professor, Department of Dermatology, 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

PANEL

I Roopal V. Kundu, MD, FAAD
Associate Dean for Admissions, Jacob R. Suker, MD, Professor of 
Medical Education; Professor of Dermatology and Medical Education; 
Founder/Director Northwestern Center for Ethnic Skin and Hair, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

I Janiene Luke, MD, FAAD
Clinical Professor and Residency Program Director, Loma Linda 
University Health

I Natasha A. Mesinkovska, MD, PhD, FAAD 
Associate Professor; Vice Chair, Clinical Research, Department of 
Dermatology, University of California Irvine

I Amit G. Pandya, MD, FAAD 
Associate Medical Director for Phototherapy and Dermatologist , 
Palo Alto Foundation Medical Group; Adjunct Professor, 
Department of Dermatology, University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center

Scientific and Industry 
iPoster Gallery Viewing

Regency Ballroom S

Engage with the Program! Participate throughout the meeting using Poll Everywhere. Scan the QR code to submit questions, 
respond to live polls, and engage with speakers in real time. Time permitting, presentations will be followed by a Q&A.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO JOIN 
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3:11-3:36pm Variation in the Effect of Sex Hormones in 
Hidradenitis Suppurativa
I Tarannum Jaleel, MD, MHSc, FAAD

Assistant Professor, Duke Department of Dermatology, 
Director, Duke Dermatology Sponsored Clinical Trials Education

3:36-3:45pm ORAL ABSTRACT PRESENTATION 
Markers of Inflammation and Metabolic Disease 
in Hidradenitis Suppurativa: A Preliminary 
Analysis of TNF-α in Biospecimens from Howard 
University Department of Dermatology
I Madison Blackwell, BS

2nd Year Medical Student, Howard University College of Medicine

3:45-4:05pm BREAK Featured iPoster Session 2

4:05-4:50pm Improving Diversity in Research: How to Improve 
Diversity in Basic and Translational Research Panel

I MODERATOR I John E. Harris, MD, PhD, FAAD 
Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, UMass Chan 
Medical School; Founding Director, Vitiligo Clinic and Research 
Center; Founding Director, Autoimmune Therapeutics Institute;  
Chief Innovation Officer (CINO), Alys Pharmaceuticals

PANEL

I Valerie D. Callender, MD, FAAD
Professor of Dermatology, Howard University College of Medicine 
Medical Director, Callender Dermatology & Cosmetic Center 
Founder & Principal Investigator, Callender Center for Clinical Research

I Tamia Harris-Tryon, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Thomas L. Shields Professor of Dermatology, 
UT Southwestern Medical Center Dallas

I Shawn G. Kwatra, MD, FAAD 
Dr. Joseph W. Burnett Professor and Chair, Department of 
Dermatology, University of Maryland School of Medicine

4:50-4:58pm ORAL ABSTRACT PRESENTATION 
Investigating DNA Methylation in Prurigo 
Nodularis: Racial Variations in Epigenetic 
Neuroregulation
I Shahin Shahsavari, BA 

3rd Year Medical Student, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth

4:58-5:40pm KEYNOTE SESSION 
Legacy & Health Equity:  
A Fireside Chat with Dr. Uché Blackstock
I Uché Blackstock, MD

Founder & CEO, Advancing Health Equity 
Author of Legacy: A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine

I MODERATOR I Crystal Aguh, MD, FAAD
Associate Professor; Director, Ethnic Skin Program;  
Director, Ethnic Skin Fellowship
Department of Dermatology, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

I Q & A

5:40-5:45pm Closing Remarks
I Victoria H. Barbosa, MD, MPH, MBA, FAAD

Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Chicago Medicine, 
President, Skin of Color Society

5:45-6:15pm Grant and Award Announcements
I Victoria H. Barbosa, MD, MPH, MBA, FAAD 

Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Chicago Medicine, 
President, Skin of Color Society

6:15-7:00pm BOOK SIGNING WITH DR. UCHÉ BLACKSTOCK

Legacy: A Black Physician Reckons with  
Racism in Medicine 
Regency Ballroom S Foyer
Books Available for Purchase

6:15-8:00pm6:15-8:00pm RECEPTION Regency Ballroom S Foyer

SOCS Research Programs

Hosted by SOCS leaders and produced by 
HCPLive, Skin of Color Savvy: The Art & 
Science of Treating Patients of Color is 
a twice-monthly podcast that delves into 
the latest research, clinical insights, and 
highlights from our global skin of color 
dermatology community.
Listen and subscribe on your favorite 
podcast platform!

The Skin of Color Society is deeply committed to supporting research at 
all levels. Thanks to the support of our Foundation donors, collaborative 

partners and industry we have already awarded nearly $2 million. 

https://skinofcolorsociety.org/news-media/socs-podcast

2024-2025 Awards:
Dermatology Research Award $20,000
Career Development Award $100,000
Institutional Research Fellowship $160,000
Early Career Innovations Award $40,000
Sanofi-Regeneron DEI Mid-Career Award $100,000

We look forward to 
furthering future 
research to improve 
care for patients with 
skin of color.

Dermatologists of 
Tomorrow Scholarship
Presented by Clinique & SOCSF

SOCSF and Clinique are awarding scholarships to 30+ medical 
students who identify as underrepresented in medicine (URiM) 
pursuing dermatology. This program provides financial assistance and 
mentorship to foster diversity, advance health equity, and develop 
future leaders in dermatology.
ELIGIBILITY  
U.S.-based medical student  
members of the Skin of Color Society 
applying for dermatology residency.
LEARN MORE 
& APPLY
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View our 
Scientific 
iPosters 
Gallery

RATE EACH POSTER USING THE STAR RATER ««««« (1-5 stars, with 5 being the highest)   
located on the bottom right-hand corner of each iPoster to help us determine the winner of the "Crowd Favorite" Scientific Poster Award!

MEET OUR FEATURED IPOSTER AUTHORS  
DURING THE SCHEDULED BREAKS
FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1 • 2:02PM BREAK           
FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2 • 3:45PM BREAK

01 Rates of Cancer-Associated Dermatomyositis 
in Patients with Skin of Color:  
A Retrospective Single Center Cohort Study
Lorena A. Acevedo-Fontanez, BS
Department of Dermatology,  
Brigham & Women’s Hospital

02 Withdrawn

03 Dermoscopic Features of Scalp Hair in 
Patients of Varying Fitzpatrick Types
Priya Agarwal, BA
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School

04 Efficacy and Safety of Fixed-Dose 
Clindamycin Phosphate 1.2%/Adapalene 
0.15%/Benzoyl Peroxide 3.1% Gel in Black 
Participants With Moderate-to-Severe Acne
Andrew Alexis, MD, MPH
Weill Cornell Medical College

05 Adherence to Topical Treatments: Importance 
For Treatment Outcomes In Skin Of Color
Emily Balding, BA
Wake Forest University School of Medicine

06 Evaluating the Readability of Online 
Information for Mohs Surgery in English  
and Spanish
Jordan K. Bui, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine

07 Withdrawn

08 A Study of Mucosal Involvement in SJS/
TEN Across Racial Groups: Implications for 
Equitable Healthcare Practices
Lauren Ching, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1

09 VISIBLE Post-inflammatory Pigmentation 
Journeys: Exploring the Impact of 
Pigmentation
Tarek Dawamne, BS
Texas A&M School of Engineering Medicine

10 Scalp Symptoms Differ by Cicatricial 
Alopecia Subtype
Noelle Desir, BA
Perelman School of Medicine  
at the University of Pennsylvania

11 Developing a Scientifically Validated Hair 
Typing Tool: Enhancing Accuracy and 
Inclusivity in Dermatology
Alicia C. Edwards, MS
Howard University College of Medicine

12 Evaluating the Impact of Common 
Ingredients in Ethnic Hair Care Products: 
A Review of Benefits, Risks, and Consumer 
Concerns
Alicia C. Edwards, MS
Howard University College of Medicine

13 Outcomes of Skin of Color Dermatology 
Research Fellowships: Insights for a Brighter, 
More Diverse Future
Iain Noel Encarnacion, MS
Perelman School of Medicine at the  
University of Pennsylvania

14 Telemedicine in Dermatology: Impact of 
Digital Literacy, Mistrust, and Impact on Skin 
Health Outcomes
Jhony Escobar, BS
Clinical Research Center of New York

15 Opportunities for Teledermatology: Insights 
from a Cross-Sectional Survey in Kenya
Jennifer Fernandez, MD
Department of Dermatology,  
University of Nebraska Medical Center

16 Characterizing the Representation of Black 
Dermatology Residents, Program Directors, 
and Department Chairs in the United States
Kareena S. Garg, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine

17 A Rapid Review of Postinflammatory 
Hyperpigmentation and Quality of Life
Madison George, BS
Department of Dermatology,  
Henry Ford Health Systems

18 A Comparison of Insurance Coverage in 
Michigan of Medications for Pigmentary 
Disorders
Meyer Gershater, BS
Wayne State University School of Medicine

19 A Bibliometric Analysis of the Top 100 Most 
Cited Publications in Acquired Dermal 
Macular Hyperpigmentation
Abdulaziz Hamid, BS
Medical College of Wisconsin

20 Underrepresentation of Black Participants  
in Systemic Sclerosis Clinical Trials:  
Impact on the Southeastern Region of the 
United States
Mara Ann Hartoyo, BPhil
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

21 Accuracy of Artificial Intelligence in 
Identifying Skin Lesions: Claude AI’s Accuracy 
Across Different Skin Lesions and Skin Types
Mara Ann Hartoyo, BPhil
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

22 Underrepresentation of Black Individuals 
in Basal Cell Carcinoma and Cutaneous 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma Clinical Trials:  
A Comparison to a United States Insurance 
Claimant Cohort
Mara Ann Hartoyo, BPhil
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1

23 The Impact of Anti-DEI Proposals through 
the Lens of Medical Students
Jasmine Rain Hawkins, BS
University of South Carolina School of Medicine 
Greenville

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1

24 Identification of Metabolic and Dermatological 
Comorbidities in Hispanics with Hidradenitis 
Suppurativa: A Retrospective Cohort Study
Milan Hirpara, BA
California University of Science and Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1

25 Excellent Repigmentation of Stable Vitiligo 
Lesions Across Fitzpatrick Skin Types 
Following Autologous Skin Cell Suspension 
Treatment Prepared by a Point-of-Care Cell 
Harvesting Device
Richard H. Huggins, MD
Department of Dermatology,  
Henry Ford Health Systems

26 Perceptions, Practices, and Barriers to Sun 
Protection among Hispanic Clinic Patients
Lenique KL Huggins, BS
Yale School of Medicine

27 Erythema: The Need for Inclusive Language 
in Dermatology
Jonathan C. Hwang, BS
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

28 Is the Screen the New Exam Room?  
A Comparative Study of Patient Experiences 
with Telemedicine vs. In-Clinic Isotretinoin 
Treatment
Lilly Jimoh, MS, MPH
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science

29 Assessment of the Generalizability of 
Cutaneous T Cell Lymphoma Clinical Trials: 
A Breakdown of the Racial and Ethnic 
Populations Included in the Studies
Nathan M. Kattapuram, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine

30 Characterizing Racial and Ethnic Diversity in 
Clinical Trials on Keloids and Hypertrophic 
Scars in the United States
Abiha Kazmi, BA
SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University

31 Bimatoprost for the Management of Vitiligo:  
A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis
Aliyah King, BA
University of Ottawa Faculty of Medicine
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32 Examining the Impact of Hydradermabrasion 

on Scalp Health and the Scalp Microbiome:  
A Prospective Cohort Study
Nathalie Y. Ly, MD
University of Minnesota,  
MN & St. Agnes Medical Center 

33 Transforming Care through Advocacy: 
Insights from a Patient Advocate Panel in 
Dermatology
Sophia Manduca, BS
New York University Grossman School of Medicine

34 The Role of Allergens in Central Centrifugal 
Cicatricial Alopecia: A Patch Test Case Series
Aubrey Bernadette Martin, BS
Department of Dermatology,  
Lahey Hospital & Medical Center

35 Evaluating the Impact of Vitiligo Support  
Groups in Hawassa University Comprehensive 
Specialized Hospital, Ethiopia
Feben Fekadu Messele, BS
University of California Irvine

36 Clinical and Spectroscopic Features of 
Ultraviolet Radiation Induced In vivo Model 
for Post-Inflammatory Hyperpigmentation 
in Skin of Color
Lydiah Fridah M. Mpyisi, BS
Department of Dermatology,  
Henry Ford Health Systems

37 Ethnic Differences in Treatment Utilization 
and Adherence to Topical JAK Inhibitor 
Therapy in Vitiligo
Britney T. Nguyen, BS
Department of Dermatology,  
University of California Irvine 

38 Unveiling Artificial Intelligence’s Diagnostic 
Power and Challenges in Dermatology for 
Skin of Color
Ugwumsinachi Desiree Nwaubani, BA, MS
SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University College 
of Medicine

39 Shades of Inclusion: A National Cross-
Sectional Survey of Dermatology Residents’ 
Perspectives on Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Efforts
Oluwadamilola H. Oke, BS
Brigham and Women’s Hospital;  
Tufts University School of Medicine

40 Keloid Development in Patients with Biopsy-
Proven Central Centrifugal Cicatricial Alopecia
Kenneth Ortega, BS
SUNY Upstate Medical University

41 Hypertrophic Scars in Skin of Color:  
An Analysis of a National Database
Gaurav N. Pathak, PharmD
Department of Dermatology, Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School

42 Pemphigus in Underrepresented 
Communities: A Cross-sectional Analysis  
of the All of Us Database
Gaurav N. Pathak, PharmD
Department of Dermatology, Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School

43 Novel 1550nm Laser with Focal Point 
Technology in the Treatment of Acne Scars
Hyemin Pomerantz, MD
Vivaskin Dermatology and Aesthetics

44 Alopecia Areata in Skin of Color: Trichoscopic 
Analysis in African American Patients
Josephine Amelia-Marie Pyles, BS
Indiana University School of Medicine

45 Recognizing Physiologic Pigmentation in 
Skin of Color
Rebecca L. Quinonez, MD, MS
Department of Dermatology,  
Henry Ford Health Systems

46 Withdrawn

47 Representation of Skin of Color in the Latent 
Space of a Deep Learning Segmentation 
Algorithm on Dermoscopy of Melanocytic 
Lesions
Kirthana Rao, MS
Morehouse School of Medicine

48 Epidemiology of Skin Diseases Among 
Children Attending the University of Nigeria 
Teaching Hospital, Ituku-Ozalla, Enugu State: 
A Retrospective Observational Study
Brittani Remé, DO
Advocate Christ Medical Center

49 Knowledge and Attitudes About Hairstyling 
Products, Practices and Health in Black 
Women with Alopecia
Kiara Revels, MS
University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine

50 High-Frequency Ultrasonography in Skin 
Cancer Diagnostics: Assessing Utilization 
Among U.S. Dermatologists
Ehizele Robertson, MS
David Geffen School of Medicine

51 Identifying the Factors that Cause Vitiligo: 
The VIGOR Study
Priscilla Romano, MD
UMass Chan Medical School

52 A Cross-sectional Study of Cutaneous 
Immune-Related Adverse Effects in Hispanic 
Patients after Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor 
Use for Cancer Therapy
Jennifer Roux, BS
University of California Irvine

53 Exploring Alternative Therapeutics for 
Vitiligo: A Systematic Review
Prajna Arpana Sahadeo, BA
Howard University College of Medicine

54 Spatial Keloid Analysis and Recognition Tool 
(SKAR)
Clarence Sams, BA
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, 
College of Medicine

55 Distribution of Dermatologists in Medicaid-
Majority and Socially Vulnerable U.S. 
Counties From 2013-2019
Bianca Sanabria, MA
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School

56 Assessing GPT’s Ability to Generate Visual 
Patient Education Materials in Pediatric 
Care: A Proof of Concept Study
Bianca Sanabria, MA
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School

57 Enhancing Skin Cancer Awareness and 
Detection Skills in an Underserved 
Community: Results of an Educational 
Intervention
Maria Elena Sanchez-Anguiano, BS
University of California, Davis School of Medicine

58 Clothing Assistance and Dermatologic Care: 
Analyzing the Impact of the Compassion 
Closet on Patients with Skin of Color
Alexandra L. Savage, MS
University of Alabama at Birmingham Heersink 
School of Medicine

59 Challenges Faced by Non-White Patients 
With Mycosis Fungoides/Sézary Syndrome:  
A Qualitative Study
Aliya Shabbir, BS
Harvard Medical School

60 A Review of Neutrophilic Alopecias in 
Pediatric Patients
Nesreen Shahrour, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 1

61 Surgical Considerations for Prevention 
of Keloid, Hypertrophic Scars, and Post-
Inflammatory Hyperpigmentation in Skin  
of Color: A Review
Eva Shelton, MD
University of Wisconsin

62 Barriers to Dermatologic Care:  
An Analysis of Common Skin Conditions  
in the Homeless Population
Pooja Shet, BA
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2

63 Treatment of Hidradenitis Suppurativa with 
755nm Alexandrite Laser Hair Removal:  
A Randomized Controlled Trial
Seraphima Sidhom, MS
Michigan State University College  
of Human Medicine

64 URiM Students’ Access to Dermatology 
Research Conferences
Isabel C. Silva, BS
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

65 Social Determinants of Health and Shared 
Decision Making in Central Centrifugal Alopecia
Elizabeth Swain, BS
Wake Forest University School of Medicine

66 Assessing the Scope and Inclusion of Skin of 
Color in Melanoma Content on Instagram
Alyssa Swearingen, BA
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School

67 Characteristics of Central Centrifugal 
Cicatricial Alopecia in Young Black Males
Emely Tejeda, MS
Department of Dermatology,  
Weill Cornell Medicine
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Oma Nenna Agbai, MD, FAAD
Danyelle Marguarita Dawes, MD, FAAD

Blair A. Jenkins, MD, PhD
Alpana Mohta, MD, DNB. IFAAD, MBBS

Brittany Oliver, MD, FAAD
E. Nikki Pritchett, MD, MPH, FAAD

Julia Mhlaba Riley, MD, FAAD
María A. Vitale Villarejo, MD, IFAAD

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2

68 Early Onset of Central Centrifugal Cicatricial 
Alopecia (CCCA): Uncovering the Hidden Risk 
in Pediatric Populations
Daphne Thampy, MPH
Temple University

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2

69 An Update to a Survey Study Evaluating the 
Effectiveness of an Information Session 
to Increase Exposure to Dermatology in 
Underrepresented-in-Medicine High School 
Students
Reinie Thomas, BA
University of Michigan

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2

70 A Clinical Approach to Afro-textured 
Hair Care: A Narrative Review and 
Recommendations for Dermatologists
Leah E. Thomas, BS
Loma Linda University School of Medicine

71 The Impact of Dermatology Community 
Outreach Programs: Improving Health 
Equity Through Service
Kara Turner, BA
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

72 Diversity in Dermatology: Garnering Robust 
Data to Evaluate Progress
Grace M. Ugwueke, BS
Meharry Medical College

73 “I Feel Seen”: Insights from Using Raceless 
Population Descriptors in Hair Research
DanTasia Welch, MS
Florida State University College of Medicine; Howard 
University Research Fellow

74 Sunburn Awareness in Self-Identified People 
of Color: A Study of Diverse Skin Tones
Briana J. Williams, BS
Northwestern University Feinberg  
School of Medicine

75 Merkel Cell Carcinoma in Skin of Color 
Patients: A Case Series
Jasmine H. Wong, BA
Montefiore Medical Center,  
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

76 Enhanced Clinical Outcomes and Treatment 
Adherence in Black Patients Using 
Compounded Topical Minoxidil to Treat 
Androgenetic and Traction Alopecia
Jiana Wyche, MHS
Meharry Medical College

77 Safety of Fractional CO2 in Skin of Colour: A 
Multicenter Retrospective Study
Grace Xiong, BHSc
McMaster University

78 TikTok Detriment in Skin Care Outcomes: 
Hyperpigmentation
Jordan Young, BS
Howard University College of Medicine

FEATURED IPOSTER SESSION 2

79 Racial and Ethnic Differences in Rates of 
Calcinosis Cutis in Dermatomyositis
Nikki Zangenah, BA
Department of Dermatology,  
Brigham & Women’s Hospital

We are proud to collaborate 
with the American Academy of 
Dermatology on the AAD Clinical 
Image Collection, which is a free 
member benefit for SOCS and  
AAD members this year. 

With a lack of diversity in images 
of skin conditions identified in the 
professional education space, we 
are working hard to support the 

AAD’s efforts to collect images 
ranging from light, to medium, to 
dark skin tones. 

We encourage SOCS members to 
explore the collection and submit 
clinical images of their own to help 
educate dermatologists across 
the globe in presentations and 
professional education material. 

Learn more about how to contribute your images  
and diversify the future of dermatology! 
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/resources/clinical-images-collection

The Skin of Color Society offers dynamic mentorship 
programs designed to foster leadership, professional 

growth, and inclusivity in dermatology.
Mentorship Program  
Connecting medical students and 
young physicians with skin of color 
experts, this program supports 
future leaders in the field. 

Center for Leadership (CFL)  
This innovative initiative 
combines live and on-demand 
programming with immersive in-
person leadership development 
tailored to individual aspirations.

LEARN MORE AT  
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/what-we-do/mentorship

This Year Marks the 10th Anniversary of 
the SOCS Mentorship Program! 
MENTORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES WITH SOCS

Observership Grant  
Provides up to $2,000 USD to 
facilitate hands-on mentoring 
experiences with SOCS mentors.

Diversity in Clinical Research 
Mentorship Program  
In collaboration with NMA 
Dermatology Section, this 
program supports URiM 
investigators in developing high-
quality clinical research skills.
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The SOCS Center for Leadership is a 
transformative initiative dedicated to 
advancing leaders in the field of skin 
of color dermatology. This dynamic 
program offers diverse opportunities 
for SOCS Fellows, residents, and medical 
students, including:

• Virtual webinars on timely and 
impactful topics

• The chance to join a comprehensive 
learning collaborative

• An in-person leadership training 
retreat for deeper engagement and  
skill-building

• The prestigious Resident Leadership 
Award to recognize emerging leaders

• A Medical Student Breakfast to inspire 
and connect future dermatologists

SOCS CENTER FOR LEADERSHIP  
Empowering the Next Generation  
of Dermatology Leaders

The SOCS Center for Leadership 
equips participants with the 
tools and network to create 
meaningful change, champion 
diversity, and lead with 
innovation and purpose.
Join us in shaping the future of 
dermatology leadership!

LEARN MORE AT  
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/what-we-do/mentorship/center-for-leadership

DECEMBER 5-6, 2025 |  WASHINGTON, D.C.

Advancing Dermatology  
in Clinical Trials:  
Expanding  
Outcome Measures

2025 SOCS 
MEETING THE CHALLENGE  
SUMMIT

SAVE THE DATE



 Thank You  
2024 & 2025 SOCS Foundation Donors 

SAVE THE DATE  
March 26, 2026 | DENVER, CO

22ND ANNUAL SKIN OF COLOR SOCIETY SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM

DR. SUSAN C. TAYLOR SOCIETY 
$2500+

Murad Alam, MD, MSCI, MBA
Dhaval G. Bhanusali, MD
Donald Glass, MD, PhD
Nina and David Harvey, MD
Candrice Rachelle Heath, MD
Chere Lucas Anthony, MD
Lynn McKinley-Grant, MD
Alexis Stephens, DO
Susan C. Taylor, MD

BENEFACTOR  
$800-2499

Pamela Allen, MD
Victoria Barbosa, MD, MPH, MBA
Online Giving Benevity
Giovanna Ciocca, MD
Nada Elbuluk, MD, MSc
Online Giving Benevity
Tyler Steele, LE
Carmen Williams, MD
Heather Woolery-Lloyd, MD

SUSTAINER  
$300-799

Prince Adotama, MD
Crystal Aguh, MD
Andrew Alexis, MD, MPH
Naiara S. Barbosa, MD
Mark and Allison DeGroff
Janet Fairley, MD
Elizabeth A. Kiracofe, MD
Roopal Kundu, MD
Porcia B. Love, MD
Kimberly J. Miller
Carl Washington, MD
Jonathan S. Weiss, MD

ADVOCATE  
$50-299

Suleima Arruda, MD
Leandra Barnes, MD
Renée A. Beach, MD, FRCPC
Susan Boiko, MD
Alexandra Charrow, MD
Sofia Chaudhry, MD
Marcelyn Coley, MD
Katleen Cruz Conceição, VII, MD
David R. Crowe, MD
DiAnne S. Davis, MD
Justin Endo, MD
Victoria Guerra Farley, MD
American Online Giving Foundation
Carolyn Goh, MD
Princess R. Holt, APRN, ACCNS-AG
Michael E. Jackson, MD
Eva Kerby, MD
Shawn Kwatra, MD
Yolanda M. Lenzy, MD, MPH
Jenna Lester, MD
Kudakwashe Maloney, MD
Tiffany T. Mayo, MD
Ahou Meydani-Korb, MD
Jacqueline Moore, MD
Temitayo Ogunleye, MD
Chrislene Olukoga, BS
Diane Julie Orlinsky, MD
Patricia A. Oyetakin, MD
Amit G. Pandya, MD
Stavonnie Sheri Patterson, MD
Kelly Paulson, MD, PhD
Maritza Perez, MD
Deborah Profant
Sara D. Ragi, MS
Michele Ramien, MD
Renata Sanders
Jaci Maria Santana, MD
Sharleen St. Surin-Lord, MD
Patricia Anne Treadwell, MD
Rebecca Vasquez, MD
Olushola Akinshemoyin Vaughn, MD
Meredith K. Wagner, MD
Gingi Wingard
Eric Zudak, BFA

PATRON  
$1-49

Deena Abdel-Gadir, BA
Parsa Abdi, BS
Boya Abudu, MD, MPH
Susan Akkad
Zaryab Alam, BS
Mirian Luzia Almeida Jr., MD
Arsalan Ahmed Alvi, DO
Saira Alvi, BA
Daniel Anwar, MBA
Eman Bahrani
Leah Belazarian, MD
Safiyyah Bhatti, MD
Carole Bitar, MD
Naana Boakye, MD, MPH
Laurence M. Bradley, Jr., MD
Lisa Brambert, MS
Stafford G. Brown, III, MD, MBA, MS
Cheryl Burgess, MD
Craig N. Burkhart, MD, MPH
Colin Burnette
Valerie D. Callender, MD
Eliana Lopes Chagas, MD
Zelma Charlotte Chiesa Fuxench, MD, MSCE
Olivia Choi, MD, PhD
Leah Cliatt, MS
Dina Collins, MS, BS
Beatrice Copps, MD, FRCPC
Jose Luis Cortez, MD, MS
Edwine Kantara Coulanges, MS, BA
Michaela Crawford, BS
Steven D. Daveluy, MD
Vincent Anthony Deleo, MD
Seemal R. Desai, MD
Tristi Edwards, MBBS, MSc
Daniel B Eisen, MD
Magdi A Elghannam, BS
Milie Fang, DO
Nkanyezi N. Ferguson, MD
Jackie Gardner
Sahar F. Ghannam, MD, PhD
Jasmine Gibson, BA
Steven Louis Greene, MD
Daisy Grewal, BSc
Emily L. Guo, MD

BECOME  
A DONOR  

TODAY!

Robyn Guo, BS 
Emma Guttman-Yassky, MD, PhD
Chelsea Handfield, MD
Mitchell Hanson, BS
Kalilah Harris, MD 
Corey L. Hartman, MD
Jasmine R Hawkins, BS
Kristie Hayes, MD
Starling Haynes, MD
Camille Howard-Verovic, DO
Jennifer Hsiao, MD
Lenique Huggins, BS
Richard Huggins, MD
Arielle Mora Hurtado
Basira Iginla, MS
Sotonye Imadojemu, MD
Sarah Jackson, MD
Diane Jackson-Richards, MD
Shanelle Jackson, BS
William James, MD
Sion Jasmine, MD
Kiran Javaid
Blair A. Jenkins, PhD
Cary Ann Jenkins, MD
Marissa Olubukola Joseph, MD
Efe Kakpovbia, MD, MS
Sewon Kang, MD
Gabrielle Keller Goff, BS
Renata Kisa, MD
James Kone
Bradley Laurence
Henry B. Lim, MD
Janiene D. Luke, MD
Stephanie Lyke, MS
Vandana Madkan, MD
Yasaman Mansouri, MD
Frans Maruma, FCDerm(SA), MMed(Derm)
Regine Mathieu, MD
Stephanie Marie McDonald, BS
Daniela Mary Mendez, MD
Guadalupe Mercado, MHS
Feben F. Messele, BS
Alexa Moschella, BSc

 

Saisindhu Narala, MAS, MD
Maureen Offiah, MBA, MD 
Ada Tolutope Ogunsiakan, MD 
Avaneesh Sean Ojha, BS, BA
Jesutofunmi Omiye, MD
Linda Oyesiku, MPH
Willow Pastard, MS
Marisa Patel
Purvisha Jitendra Patel, MD 
Kaitlyn Marie Pixley, BS
Christian Thoms Potter, MS
Celeste Richardson, BS
Jillian M. Richmond, PhD
Camille Roberts, MD
Michelle Rodrigues, MBBS
Clarence Sams, BA
Alexandra Savage, MS
Deborah Scott, MD
Gordon Edward Searles, MD, FRCPC, FACP
Samantha M. Sears, MD
Sarah Servattalab, MD
Veranca Shah, BS
Sujeeth Krishna Shanmugam, BS
Eva Simmons-O'Brien, MD
Rachel N. Skelton, BS
Olayemi Sokumbi, MD
Bienvenue Solal Nouboadinan, MBchB
Durgesh Solanki, MA
Dina Dawn Strachan, MD
Dorothy M. Supp, PhD
Cula Svidzinski, MD, PhD
Nene Sy, BS
Sumayah Taliaferro, MD
Emely Tejeda, MS
Aakaash Varma, MD
Kaushik P Venkatesh, MBA, MPH
Tomi Lee Wall, MD
Lacey Beth Walls, DO
Jennifer J Watters, DPT
Anika Williams, MS
Sarah Wolfe, MD
Kathleen Wu, BA


