April 10, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair Vice Chair

Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito The Honorable Tammy Baldwin

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, Senate Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Collins, Vice Chair Murray, Chair Capito, and Ranking Member Baldwin

On behalf of the 339 organizations and institutions dedicated to improving maternal and child health, we would like to
express our sincere appreciation for your steadfast commitment to supporting programs aimed at reducing the incidence of
stillbirth, so that fewer families endure this heartbreaking tragedy. Thanks to your committees’ leadership, stillbirth is
finally beginning to receive the recognition and attention that it has long deserved, and we cannot afford to lose this hard-
won momentum.

We are grateful to see Congress acknowledge the urgent need to address our nation’s stillbirth crisis with the $250,000
increase in funding for stillbirth prevention in Fiscal Year 2026. We respectfully request level funding of $2 million to
support the continued implementation of the Stillbirth Working Group’s recommendations under the Office of the
Secretary of Health and Human Services as you consider the FY 2027 Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies (LHHS) appropriations bill. We are also requesting a $100,000 increase, for a
total of $1 million, for the CDC’s Fetal Death program to support the advancement of stillbirth surveillance
activities, including identifying risk factors, as outlined in the Stillbirth Working Group’s priorities.

A pregnancy ending in stillbirth is a tragedy. In the United States, there are more than 20,000 stillbirths every year—that’s
60 per day—often in healthy, seemingly low-risk pregnancies. Stillbirth affects 1 in 175 pregnancies and does not
discriminate: impacting women of all races, ethnicities, income levels, and ages. Mothers who experience a stillbirth are
more likely to die after delivery, and severe maternal morbidity is nearly five times more common than in those whose
babies are born alive. Studies indicate that at least 25 percent of U.S. stillbirths are preventable, meaning more than 5,000
stillbirths could be prevented every year. Yet despite staggering statistics and decades of medical advances, the U.S.
stillbirth rate has not significantly improved over the last 20 years.!"

To address this public health issue, Congress provided initial funding of $750,000 in FY 2022 for the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to convene a Stillbirth Working Group, a multidisciplinary team of
experts across the public and private sectors tasked with identifying barriers to data collection, examining known risk
factors and high-risk communities, and assessing the psychological impact and treatment for mothers. Recognizing the
need for expanded efforts, Congress provided $1.75 million for activities of the Stillbirth Working Group in FY 2023. The
Stillbirth Working Group released its final report, Working to Address the Tragedy of Stillbirth, on March 15, 2023, with
important recommendations that included, “creating and supporting a full research agenda, including research on both
known and unknown risk factors and physiologic mechanisms to drive the development of interventions to ultimately
prevent stillbirth.”?! A follow up report, published in July 2024, provided implementation recommendations, including
emphasizing the need for high-quality data. Meaningful research and quality data is needed to drive effective prevention
strategies and improve birth outcomes.” Building on this progress, Congress sustained funding of $1.75 million in both
FY 2024 and FY 2025 and provided an increase of $250,000 in FY 2026 to prioritize the Department-wide



implementation of the Working Group’s recommendations and promote evidence-based stillbirth awareness and
prevention activities across HHS.

We respectfully urge the Subcommittee to again provide $2 million to the Office of the Secretary in FY 2027 to
support continued implementation of the Stillbirth Working Group’s recommendations and $1 million for the
CDC’s Fetal Death program. This funding will support ongoing efforts to improve stillbirth data collection, reporting,
and timeliness at state health departments and vital statistics units.

Every mother—urban, suburban, or rural—should have a healthy birth outcome. But unfortunately, far too many do not.
With accurate and timely data, we can better understand the causes of stillbirth and develop effective prevention
strategies. Our country continues to face a maternal and infant health crisis; despite being one of the wealthiest nations in
the world, outcomes remain unacceptably poor. Ongoing funding for the Stillbirth Working Group will help ensure U.S.
families thrive, more babies survive, and sustain this long-awaited momentum in addressing this preventable tragedy.

We greatly appreciate the ongoing support of stillbirth prevention efforts, and hope that it continues as we work together
to bring about meaningful and lasting change! Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. Please feel free
to direct questions to Debbie Haine Vijayvergiya at debbie@dlh-associates.com.
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Sincerely,
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First Step Family Support Center

First Year Cleveland
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Global Alliance to Prevent Prematurity and Stillbirth (GAPPS)
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Liam Lives Foundation Inc.
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REACH CNY, Inc.
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Support Group For Mothers

Swaying Saguaro Doula Services
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The EMA Project

The Finley Project
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The Skylar Project
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The Tara Hansen Foundation
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The TEARS Foundation - Central Texas
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The TEARS Foundation - North Dakota (Statewide Chapter)
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The TEARS Foundation - Washington (Statewide Chapter)
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Vermont Midwives Association
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Voices for Utah Children
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Walk in Sunshine Charitable Trust

Walk With Me
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Western New York Perinatal Bereavement Network, Inc.
What to Expect Project

Wildflower Center for Emotional Health PLLC.
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Wisconsin Grief Collective

Women and Children Counseling, Consulting, & Educating LLC
Worcester Healthy Baby Collaborative

Zeal of Xander, Inc.



