
www.smca.org 
Spring 2024 Volume 5 Issue 2 

In This Issue: 

M a g a z i n e  

 Partners in Progress—Page 3 
 Adding to Philly Skyline—Page 4 
 Member Celebrates 30 Years—Page 6 

SMCA Annual Mee ng 
June 6, 2024  

American Helicopter Museum 



SMCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023—2024  

PRESIDENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

PAST PRESIDENT 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

MaƩhew Sano — Fisher Balancing  Company 

Gary Luthe — Luthe Sheet Metal, Inc. 

Robert Johnston — SSM Industries 

Dominic BonitaƟs — Prime Sheet Metal, Inc. 

Peter Jenkins, Esq. 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Glen Armstrong — Restaurant VenƟlaƟon Design, Inc. 

Ernest J. Menold, P.E. — Ernest D. Menold, Inc. 

MaƩ Mitchell — Bonland Industries, Inc. 

Jack Titlow — Hunter Mechanical, Inc. 

Ken Wurst — Air Concepts, Inc 

 

 

Accu-Flow Balancing Co., LLC, 267-483-5490, Warrington, PA 
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Fortunately for those of us who aren’t fans of 

snow, Punxsutawney Phil did not see his 

shadow this year and called for an early spring.  

I’m looking forward to our spring events – the SporƟng Clays 

ouƟng in May is a highlight of SMCA’s year, and our Annual 

Business MeeƟng in June will see new associaƟon leaders 

assume their roles.  Many thanks to the SMCA staff and 

commiƩees who work so hard to put these events on for our 

members and lay the groundwork for nominaƟons and elecƟons. 

Spring is “road trip” season for SMCA’s leaders, as members of 

the ExecuƟve CommiƩee, the Joint ApprenƟceship and Training 

CommiƩee, and LegislaƟve CommiƩee travel to important 

meeƟngs throughout the country to address industry issues and 

share best pracƟces with peers and colleagues.  SMCA will also 

join the ConstrucƟon Employers of America in Washington to 

advocate on behalf of our Member Firms with federal legislators.  

These are important annual events that help shape the sheet 

metal industry, whether it be obtaining grants for the Training 

Center to purchase new equipment, improving business 

pracƟces, or encouraging Congress to pass legislaƟon that favors 

clean energy, responsible employers, and building the naƟon’s 

infrastructure. 

It’s also an exciƟng Ɵme for construcƟon in the Philadelphia 

area, with new sports arena and supporƟng projects being 

proposed by the 76ers, the Phillies, and Comcast. With new 

mayor Cherrelle Parker in office, the city is poised for growth in 

its office, residenƟal, and retail sectors with an anƟcipated 

“return to Center City” iniƟaƟve that would bring back many 

Philadelphia workers who have been operaƟng remotely aŌer 

the COVID era.  And with strong support at the federal and state 

levels for registered apprenƟceships, infrastructure projects, and 

prevailing wage work, it looks to be a busy spring season for 

SMCA’s members and their Local 19 workforce.   

I want to wish everyone a happy spring 2024. Enjoy the beauƟful 

weather and let’s go Phils! 

                                    Respecƞully, 
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On behalf of 

SMCA, I would 

like to congratu-

late Bryan Bush 

on his rise to 

President and 

Business Manag-

er of Sheet Metal 

Workers Local 19.  CollaboraƟon between SMCA 

and our labor partners is crucial to beƩering our 

industry, and we all look forward to working with 

Bryan and his team.  CongratulaƟons also to Bryan’s 

predecessor Gary Masino, as we all wish him well in 

reƟrement and thank him for his years of service on 

behalf of the members of Local 19. 

My term as SMCA President concludes on June 30, 

and I would like to thank the SMCA Board of Direc-

tors, staff, and membership for their support over 

the past 2 years.  Together we have overcome the 

challenges of rebounding from the COVID-19 pan-

demic in our respecƟve companies and in the asso-

ciaƟon, finding ourselves stronger for it.  We have 

welcomed new leaders to SMCA as Directors, Trus-

tees, and CommiƩee members.  We are also well-

posiƟoned to grow in the coming years by expand-

ing our educaƟonal offerings to members, increas-

ing our parƟcipaƟon on SMACNA commiƩees and 

task forces, and engaging with legislators at the lo-

cal, state, and naƟonal levels.  I am extremely proud 

of our accomplishments during the past two years 

and am equally excited about what we will accom-

plish in the years to come.  I will conƟnue to serve 

on SMCA’s Board of Directors as Immediate Past 

President beginning in July and look forward to 

working with our new President and my fellow 

Board members.  Thank you again, and I wish all the 

best for SMCA’s Officers and Directors this year. 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o l u m n  F r o m  t h e   
E xe c ’ s  D e s k  

Respec ully,  

                    Ma hew Sano 



 

Over the past couple of months there have 

been injuries on job sites. The unfortunate 

injuries that have happened bring to light 

the importance of conducƟng a job safety 

analysis (JSA). Taking the Ɵme to idenƟfy 

the job task at hand, potenƟal hazards, 

assessing risks, and deciding what 

preventaƟve measures need to be taken to 

keep employees safe are all important to 

complete a successful JSA. It’s good not 

just to conduct an analysis in the morning 

before the job begins, but aŌer the early 

morning and lunch break where the 

possibility of new safety hazards may be present. JSA’s now can be completed with the use of a General Foreman’s tablet or 

smart phone where photos of the hazards can be stored along with a brief wriƩen response on how the hazards will be 

eliminated.  

I have visited job sites and conversed with enough safety colleagues to know how quickly the safety environment of a job site 

can change. But when those changes occur, all employees are responsible for recognizing the hazards and discussing them 

with the General Foreman to assess what acƟons need to be taken to eliminate the hazards. To prevent similar injuries that 

have occurred over the past couple months, firms will have to be consistent in compleƟng their JSA’s going forward. Not 

compleƟng them could potenƟally result in a serious injury or fatality (SIF) of an employee or employees. 
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Do Your Job Safety Analysis 

Greg Wharton, Safety & EducaƟon Director 
(610) 828-4055 gwharton@smca.org 

S M C A  C o n v e n e s  w i t h  S M A C N A  C h a p t e r  P r e s i d e n t s  a n d   
E xe c u t i v e s  a t  2 0 2 4  A s s o c i a t i o n  L e a d e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  

SMCA’s senior leadership joined SMACNA and other chapter officers and execuƟves for the 2024 AssociaƟon Leadership meeƟng.  This 

is a highly interacƟve conference where local associaƟon leaders from around the country collaborate on issues like increasing mem-

ber parƟcipaƟon, engaging the industry’s next generaƟon, and developing organizaƟonal culture. 

AƩendees engaged in Q&A sessions with SMACNA President Carol Duncan and CEO Aaron Hilger, sharing their thoughts on the Indus-

try’s direcƟon in 2024 and beyond.  Renowned speakers Clark Ellis (ConƟnuum Advisory Group) and Keith and Rebecca ScoƩ 

(TALLsmall) led sessions on building a winning leadership team and how to take advantage of organizaƟon opportuniƟes.   

Lessons learned at this important meeƟng will assist SMCA’s Board of Directors guide our associaƟon throughout the rest of this year 

and into 2025, as it conƟnues to shape, implement, and execute SMCA’s Strategic Plan. 



Leaders from SMCA and Local 19 joined 

SMACNA chapters and SMART local unions 

from around the country for the 2024 Partners 

in Progress conference.  Held bi-annually, this 

conference offers a collaboraƟve environment 

where labor and management can strengthen 

relaƟonships and develop strategies for 

growing the sheet metal industry. 

The focus of this year’s Partners in Progress 

was organizaƟonal culture.  From aƩracƟng 

new people to the industry to defining 

insƟtuƟonal values, aƩendees shared ideas 

about how the industry can be more 

welcoming to today’s workforce and take 

advantage of the growth opportuniƟes in 

today’s construcƟon market.  EffecƟve 

communicaƟon is criƟcal to these efforts, and 

this year’s conference featured keynote 

speakers and breakout sessions with insights 

into how leaders can beƩer get their message 

across to their teams, their industry 

counterparts, and other key stakeholders. 

This year also featured the inaugural JATC 

Trustees Conference, a new addiƟon to 

Partners in Progress week.  Designed 

exclusively for JATC Trustees, the session 

provided aƩendees with a plaƞorm to share 

local experiences, discuss topics like obtaining 

grants and competency-based training, and 

discover new ways to advance local 

apprenƟceship programs.   

There is an unprecedented opportunity to grow 

the sheet metal industry in the next few years, 

with a renewed focus on criƟcal infrastructure 

and the building trades throughout America.  

The industry is also seeing generaƟonal change, 

as the “Baby Boomer” generaƟon prepares for 

reƟrement and “Gen Z” prepares to take a  
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ConƟnued on Page 3  

SMCA Holiday RecepƟon 
November 19, 2021 

Penn Museum 
 

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s

SMCA, Local 19 Look to the  
Future at Partners in Progress 

SMCA’s LegislaƟve CommiƩee joined members of 

SMACNA’s Congressional Insiders Club in 

Clearwater, Florida for Rep. Brendan Boyle’s  

2024 Phillies Spring Training retreat.  In what has 

become an annual highlight, aƩendees enjoyed 

exploring BayCare Ballpark and watching the 

Phillies compete against Minnesota Twins in 

Grapefruit League acƟon. Rep. Boyle serves 

Pennsylvania’s 2nd Congressional District and is a longƟme friend of 

SMCA.  In what is likely to be a hotly contested, exciƟng 2024 elecƟon 

cycle, SMCA and SMACNA proudly support Brendan and thank him for 

his efforts in Washington. 

SMCA Annual MeeƟng &  
ElecƟon of Officers and 

Directors 
June 6, 2024 

American Helicopter Museum 
West Chester, PA 

SMCA EducaƟonal Seminar 
“Understanding The 

Business of ConstrucƟon” 
May 22, 2024 
SMCA Offices 

Warminster, PA 

S M C A  “ P l a y s  B a l l ”   
w i t h  F r i e n d s  i n  D. C .

SMCA SporƟng 
Clay OuƟng 

May 17, 2024 
Lehigh Valley  
SporƟng Clays 

Rep. Brendan Boyle 
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Philadelphia has made space for another massive tower to add to the skyline on 204 South 12th 

Street in the Washington Square secƟon of Center City. The new 32-story mixed-use residenƟal 

tower, with 378-units, will be a premier locaƟon for residents to soon call home and for patrons to 

shop. A rooŌop deck, 3-level below grade parking garage with 96 spaces, and a two-story retail 

space are the ameniƟes that will be uƟlized. Only a select few of contractors can say a building 

they worked on is part of the Philadelphia skyline. Well, SMCA’s President Elect, Gary Luthe Sr. can 

add his name and company, Luthe Sheet Metal, Inc. to the list as they were awarded to complete 

the fabricaƟon and installaƟon of ductwork for the project.  

The Cherry Hill, New Jersey based firm started installing ductwork at the 366-foot structure last 

June. Since opening their doors in 1993, this will notably be the largest project the firm will complete. Luthe Sheet Metal, Inc. 

will use approximately 160,000 pounds of ductwork. 37- year veteran and General Foreman, Joe Bobiak, stated that this is one 

of the largest, if not the largest projects that he has been on. I have had the opportunity to speak with Joe during another con-

strucƟon site visit for the firm and you can instantly tell from navigaƟng throughout the job site that Joe is well respected by 

other tradesmen. Having a well-respected Lead Foreman like Joe is helpful for the General Contractor, Hunter Roberts and me-

chanical contractor, DWD mechanical, in order for everyone to stay on schedule for the building to open on Ɵme this year. Up-

on compleƟon of tower apartments, Gary Luthe Sr. hopes to keep these employees together for a few other projects the firm 

has on the 2024 calendar.  

L u t h e  S h e e t  M e t a l ,  I n c .   
A d d i n g  T o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S k y l i n e  

“Understanding the Business of Construction” Seminar 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024  7:30 am Breakfast, 8:00 am – 2:30 pm Presenta on  

 

Andy Patron from Aboveboard ConsulƟng LLC, will be conducƟng our next seminar – “Understanding The Business of ConstrucƟon.” 

Andy has made a history of commiƫng to making firms more profitable and providing the necessary tools to be successful in our indus-

try. This seminar will do just that for employees who are OperaƟons Leaders, General Superintendents, Project Managers, and anyone in 

the firm whose role focuses on growth opportuniƟes.  

Andy will discuss how to improve your collecƟons process by aggressively billing your projects; how to effecƟvely drive project closeouts 

to ensure Ɵmely release of cash; and how maintaining an appropriate balance between capturing all changes plays a significant role in 

sustaining a posiƟve relaƟonship with clients. These are just a few of the many topics Andy will address to parƟcipants before they test 

their knowledge in a Cash Flow SimulaƟon and House of Cards exercise. Please register on the SMCA website, www.smca.org. 

Luthe employees on site(L-R); Mark Umberger, Jim McMaster, Ross Gangloff, Brent Long, Joshua Hughes, General Foreman 
Joe Bobiak, Dave Harris, Mike Sullivan, MaƩ Cahill. Not pictured – John Bryszewski, Brian BenneƩ, Josh Taylor.  
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SMCA congratulates the members of Sheet Metal Workers Local Union 19 celebrating their 25th and 50th years 
in the industry this spring.  Their hard work has helped shape the Philadelphia area and its communities. We 
thank them for their dedication and years of service. 

Local 19 Members Celebrate Milestone Anniversaries 

Philadelphia Area MunicipaliƟes See Value of Responsible Contractor Ordinances 

Responsible Contractor Ordinances (RCOs) set standards for employee compensaƟon and safe, effecƟve construcƟon pracƟces for 

construcƟon work.  When adopted, these standards create a level playing field for contractors that offer their employees health and 

reƟrement benefits, pay their taxes and maintain insurance, and are involved with their community.  RCOs also benefit workers, as 

they offer protecƟon from employee misclassificaƟon and encourage proper training.  RCO’s offer an alternaƟve to “low bid wins” 

policies that oŌen prevent municipaliƟes from hiring the best performing contractors. 

Public construcƟon projects are oŌen costly endeavors.  Increasingly, local government officials are seeing the value in ensuring that 

their projects are awarded to reputable, responsible companies with the qualificaƟons, resources, and workforce needed to success-

fully complete the work on Ɵme and on budget.  Local school districts, townships, and agencies are seeing the value of implemenƟng 

RCOs in their pre-bid and bidding processes.  SMCA’s Member Firms and their Local 19 workforce are well-posiƟoned to meet RCO 

requirements and offer parƟcipaƟng municipaliƟes the safest, most efficient soluƟons to their construcƟon needs. 

25-Year Members 

Timothy Averill 

John Bertles 

Thomas Bolton 

Rick Brandt 

Sydney Breidenbach, Jr. 

James Breslin 

Gregory Bright 

JusƟn Brossman 

Earle Brown 

Andrew Caldarelli 

Edward Carrelli 

Anthony Carrozza 

Daniel Charlton 

Brian Cummiskey 

Shawn Daniels 

Robert Davies 

Eric Defeo 

Richard Delbono, Jr. 

ScoƩ Dietz 

Bernard Dubois 

Jeremy Ferree 

John Fiori 

Michael Ford 

Angel Garcia 

Mark GeorgeƩe, Jr. 

David Ginyard 

David Goodman 

Barry Grundy 

Sean Harkins 

Luis Hernandez 

Michael Hersh 

Frederick Hess 

Shane Hollinger 

Edward Huber, Jr. 

Michael Hudak 

Brian Ingham 

William Jones, Jr. 

Brian Jones 

Edward Jones 

James Kantner 

Blase Kibel 

Christopher Kinkade 

Richard Kline 

Robert Klingenberg, Jr. 

Harry Leibrecht, III 

Stephen Loch 

Guillermo Lopez 

Robert MarƟn 

Gregory Martyn 

Joseph McCullin, Jr. 

Robert McFadden 

James McHale 

Michael Mihalek 

Franklin Milnes, Jr. 

Kirk Montgomery 

Maurice Moore 

Anthony Morrow 

Russell Mourey 

Randal Neiser 

Raymond Perrey, Jr. 

Keith Porter 

Robert Prante 

Frank Preston 

Feliks Rapoport 

Joseph Rogers 

Michael Rossi 

Jeffrey Royle 

William Sacca 

Richard Staino, Jr. 

Michael Stevens, Jr. 

Jamie Vanacker, Jr. 

Howard VanBuren 

Daniel Venini 

Robert James Wagner 

James Walsh 

William Weidenheimer 

Robert Welenc 

Russell Williams, Sr. 

Robert Wood 

Andrew Yeung 

Gerald Zimmerman, Jr. 

George ZimmiƩ 

 

50-Year Members 
 

William Aderski 

John Albanese 

John Angelucci 

Howard Bailey 

Dean Bieber 

Thomas Buesgen 

Jerome Bushong, Sr. 

Robert Curran 

Timothy Curran 

Michael D’Amico 

Milford Dehner 

Michael Deninno 

James DeRosa 

Michael DiMario 

Michael Eliason 

Stephen Ellis 

Norman Esser 

Gary Flickinger 

Melvin Frye 

Allen Glass 

James Hahn 

Margus Harris 

Thomas Higgins 

Rod Hinkle 

Francis Hougentogler 

Andrew Lapihuska 

Frederick Leiby 

Donald Marchionese 

James Markowski 

Edward Mick 

Frederick Mick 

Robert Minarik 

Robert Moran 

Robert Morgan 

Herbert Myers 

Nicholas NaƟcchia 

Terrence Noonan 

Anthony Oliver 

William Pfeiffer 

MarƟn Phelan 

Walter Pleier 

Steven Puskas 

Gary Rauhauser 

Stephen Regan 

Antony Roden-Reynolds 

David Rowe 

Steven Scheinfeld 

Luther Shrader 

Dennis Soliday 

Robert Spitz 

John Stely 

William Stupak 

William TusƟn 

Raymond Vona 

CurƟs Weller 

MaƩhew Williams 

Dennis Zanders 



Page 6 

ConƟnued on Page 9 

Prime Sheet Metal Celebrates 30 Years in Business 

from 2020-2022, 

Dominic conƟnues to 

sit on the associa-

Ɵon’s Board of Direc-

tors. He is also a 

strong voice for the 

industry in Washing-

ton and Harrisburg as 

a member of both 

SMCA’s and SMAC-

NA’s LegislaƟve Com-

miƩees. 

 

SMCA congratu-

lates Prime Sheet 

Metal on 30 years 

in the industry, and 

we are excited to 

see what Dominic 

and his team ac-

complish in the 

next 30! 

 

 

Prime Sheet Metal hit a milestone this spring as the SMCA 

Member Firm turned 30! Prime was founded in a garage in 

Fox Chase by owner Dominic BonitaƟs III, a third-generaƟon 

sheet metal worker and Local 19 member. Opening on April 1, 

1994, the company got its start working on mall stores and 

supermarkets. Through hard work and dedicaƟon, Prime has 

grown into performing work in large office buildings, hospi-

tals, and high rises throughout the Philadelphia area. 

Loyalty has been cru-

cial to the company’s 

success over the 

years. Prime’s very 

first employee, John 

Wilson, has spent his 

enƟre career with the 

company and is look-

ing forward to reƟre-

ment in December. 

John and fellow 

“lifers” Bill Wilson, 

Tony Prosperi, and  

Kai Sorensen have been instrumental in Prime’s success over 

the years. And the next generaƟon of company leadership is 

taking a prominent role, with Sean Lally and Dominic BonitaƟs 

IV coordinaƟng and esƟmaƟng projects. 

Having a great team in place has allowed Dominic III to take 

on a more prominent role with SMCA, SMACNA, and the sheet 

metal industry as a whole.  Having served as SMCA’s President 

Prime’s first shop in Fox Chase in Philadelphia. 

John Wilson, Prime’s first employee. 
Dominic BonitaƟs, Jr. helping his son. 

Dominic Bonitatis, IV the next generation. 
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Scoreboard Watching: Will the Sixers New Arena Happen? 

Partners in Progress 

 

 

 
more prominent role in the American workplace.  With these opportuniƟes comes a greater need than ever in the industry to 

communicate effecƟvely, whether that be labor and management geƫng creaƟve to increase market share or a veteran journey-

person helping a new apprenƟce find their way around a jobsite.  The 2024 Partners In Progress conference provided the leaders 

of SMCA and Local 19 with the tools they need to take advantage of these opportuniƟes and beƩer the industry, and we look 

forward to carrying this momentum into 2024 and beyond.   

ConƟnued from Page 3  

In July 2022, the Philadelphia 76ers proposed the construcƟon of a new arena in Center City. The franchise has released digi-

tal renderings, held meeƟngs with the community, lobbied city government, and conducted “impact studies” in support of 

the project.  Despite all this, sƟff resistance from Philadelphia’s Chinatown neighborhood has conƟnued to call the viability 

of the project into quesƟon. So with the two-year anniversary of the 76 Place proposal fast approaching, what are the 

chances of Philadelphia geƫng a new basketball arena on Market Street? 

One player to watch is Philadelphia’s new mayor, 

Cherrelle Parker. Her predecessor, Jim Kenney, used 

the Mayor’s Office to commission a community and 

economic impact report but delayed the release of 

those reports as his term was coming to an end.  

Parker’s office has yet to provide an updated Ɵmeline.  

And while Chinatown’s residents and businesses have 

staunchly opposed the arena, Parker has suggested 

support for it, saying that “The community [citywide] 

maƩers there. You can’t have a project with that po-

tenƟal as it relates to an economic impact and not hear the voices from people in our city, across our city.” 

Another is Councilman Mark Squilla, who has represented the district encompassing Chinatown for the past 12 years.  He 

essenƟally holds veto power over the project under Philadelphia’s “councilmanic prerogaƟve”, which gives council members 

final say on land use in their districts.  Squilla has thus far walked a Ɵght rope on the issue, staƟng that “This project has 

been a real, real tough road for me – like everybody else, we [are] geƫng lobbied from both sides on this issue.” 

The Philadelphia Building and ConstrucƟon Trades Council, composed of 50 unions represenƟng thousands of workers, 

openly supports the 76ers proposal. In an arƟcle penned by business manager Ryan Boyer last year, he noted that “The 76 

Place arena project will sƟmulate the local and regional economy and provide benefits that will be felt in every corner of our 

city.”   

Adding a new wrinkle is a recent announcement from Comcast Spectacor of mulƟbillion dollar renovaƟon of its Xfinity Live! 

complex in South Philadelphia. The proposed mulƟ-use facility would include entertainment, a concert venue, hotel and 

retail space, and perhaps housing. Because Comcast already has development rights for at least one phase of the project, it 

could wind up delaying or blocking 76 Place at least temporarily due to compeƟƟon for financial and logisƟcal resources. 

While we haven’t even reached the opening Ɵpoff on 76 Place, it looks to be a fascinaƟng pregame show in 2024. 
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ConƟnued from Page 4 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  S k y l i n e   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want Your Job To Be The Feature ArƟcle  

Garage units that will exhaust all car fumes out of the building.  

Outside riser on 32nd floor. 

(L-R) Brent Long, Dave Harris, and Mike Sullivan are preparing units outside air 

2 and exhaust air 13 on the 31st floor.  

Every quarter SMCA features a project that an SMCA Member is working on or has recently  

completed. This is an excellent opportunity to show off your work. If you are interested in being  

the next “Feature ArƟcle”, contact Greg Wharton at gwharton@smca.org. You don’t have to  

write the arƟcle, SMCA can help! 



P r i m e  S h e e t  M e t a l ’ s  c u r r e n t  s h o p  i n  W a r m i n s t e r ,  B u c k s  C o u n t y ,  P A .  

3 0  Ye a r s  i n  B u s i n e s s  ConƟnued from Page 6 

Dominic BonitaƟs, III current President/ 

Owner of Prime Sheet Metal, Inc. 




