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2026 SHLB Board Election
Information for the Nominees

Thank you for your interest in running for the SHLB Board of Directors. Below is information
about the nomination and election process.

Members will need to complete a brief nomination form that includes the following:
1) Headshot
) Bio
) Statement of interest
) Name and email of a current SHLB member who will serve as your reference to
“endorse” you - SHLB staff will contact this person to verify
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QUALIFICATIONS

Nominees must be current members of the Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband Coalition
(SHLB) in order to run for the Board of Directors. That means that your organization must be
current on dues and have been an organizational member since at least January 1, 2026.

As the Board of Directors provides strategic advice to and financial oversight over the SHLB
Coalition, a potential board member should be able to act and speak in the best interests of
SHLB. Being a Board Director does require a time commitment. In addition to attending the four
annual board meetings, you are expected to serve on at least one SHLB committee and to help
with membership recruitment.

We have two spots available on the Board via the election process. One spot is reserved for a
staff member of a Community Anchor Institution. All candidates must be endorsed by another
active SHLB member.

ELECTION TIMELINE
Here is a list of key dates and information on the election process for 2026.

August 19: Nominations open.

September 23: Nominations close.

September 28: Candidates are verified.

September 30: Candidates are notified.

October 7-9: Candidates campaign at the AnchorNets conference.

October 14: Voting opens.

October 19 or November 2: Candidates campaign at the bi-weekly member call.


https://www.youtube.com/shorts/kzVJZ5NBlwU?si=k9zRrw3xhWEAmj4i
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November 11: Voting closes.

November 13: Results certified by the Board Governance Committee.

November 17: Winners announced.

December 9: Newly elected Board Members attend orientation and observe the final
meeting of 2026.

January 1, 2027: Newly elected members officially begin their term with full voting rights.
February 2027: First full board meeting

CAMPAIGN OPPORTUNITIES

You will have four opportunities to interact with the SHLB membership and get the most out of
the election process:

1. Submit candidate nomination form, including a statement of interest, biography,
headshot, and an endorsement by a SHLB member.
a. Candidates’ information will be sent out to the entire SHLB membership.
2. Candidates “campaign” at the annual AnchorNets conference.
a. During the AnchorNets conference, candidates will have a few minutes to
address the members in attendance.
b. Candidates may campaign during the networking portions of the conference.
3. Candidates speak on a Monday Member call.
a. SHLB will give each candidate five minutes to speak and answer a couple of
questions.
b. This is an opportunity for you to display your knowledge of SHLB, our mission,
your professional background, and what you can contribute to the SHLB board.
c. You can choose to speak at the October 19 or the November 2 call.
4. Reach out to SHLB members individually by email or phone as much as you desire.
a. Campaign and network with members during the voting period from October 14
to November 11.
b. Please refrain from campaigning on any of the SHLB listserv/google groups.

For any questions, please contact Kristen Engebretesn, SHLB’s Chief Operating Officer, at:
kengebretsen@shlb.org or 202.263.4626.



mailto:kengebretsen@shlb.org

