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We working together to advance...

« Economic Development
2035 Downtown Vision
Advocacy & Convening

Membership & Stakeholder
Value

Public Realm Management
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downtown improvement Our Economic Development Focus
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Econ9m|c Job Creation Community
Policy Development

Specialty ‘ Business
Markets & Recruitment
Economies I & Retention

Place &
Public Realm

Workforce
Development

Comm/Res Economic
Tourism Real Estate Data &

| | Development Storytelling !
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Supporting Prosperity Downtown
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« State of Downtown
Dashboard & Retail
Inventory Tool

« Small Business Support &
Chameleon program

« Adaptive Reuse Advocacy

« Vacant Storefront
Activation

« Retail Analysis & Strategy

Retail Occupancy and Visitor Home Location Avg Dwell Time* Total Visits*

247 min 20.3 M
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State of Retail Downtown Newly opened

 North Loop continues dominance,
especially in brand retail

« Food & beverage leads other
categories downtown

« Higher vacancy in CBD brings more
opportunity

* Avg rents $21-26/sq ft, but some %
deals for amenitized retail

« Signs of hope: Target’s return
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Neighborhood Development Center

Founded in 1993, we believe in the
of local
entrepreneurs to transform their lives

and




Four Pillars of NDC

,

Training Lending Business Services Real Estate
We support you in We help fund your We guide your We connect
developing a small business. business success businesses with
business plan. through places.

innovative solutions.

NDC
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NDC Is Part of The Past, Present of Lake Street
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NDC Is Part Of The Past, Present, and
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FIRST & FIRST
THE FOUR PILLARS

Commerce
Art
Community

Culture




| || Voted “Best Event Space”
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Cultural Programing
P..I,‘ying The Building — David Byrne
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PUBLIC LIBRARY, ST. PAUL, MINN.

Reopenings, renovations, new
arrivals — in downtown St. Paul

BUSINESS ’
|

Among the high-profile projects is a new event
hall, the Avalon, within the long-dormant James
J. Hill Center overlooking Rice Park

GA-HISAS

TwinCitiés PIONEER PRESS FINANCE&COMMERCE

Developer Peter Remes in the main room of the James J. Hill Center in downtown St.
Paul on Tuesday, May 27, 2025. Remes is redeveloping the former business research —poorwrow
center into the Avalon, a new event hall that could throw open the doors to weddings,
cultural events and musical performances amidst its 14 Romanesque interior columns

oy lte fal. John Autey / Pioneor Press) Board of directors sells
o iconic building that housed
Historic J.J. Hill Center in the James J. Hill Reference
downtown St. Paul finds a buyer Library in downtown St.

Minneapolis-based First & First plans to upgrade the P ul
former business reference library and operate it as an a
events center.

/ Business & Economy / James J. Hill Center to be arts venue

By Dee DePass Star Tribune

The James J. Hill Center’s building, at 80 W. Fourth St., houses a refere
public in 2019. (Submitted p

James J. Hill Center to be arts venue

The new owner of the James J. Hill Center’s historic building in downtown St. Paul said Thursday that
he plans to make “significant” improvements to the shuttered venue and reuse it as an arts and cultural
center.

Developer Peter Remes of Minneapolis-based First & First said the 43,776-square-foot building will
host performances, parties, weddings, corporate events, book launches and other events after the
improvements are complete.

“I always thought it was a beautiful building in the community,” said Remes, who purchased the
building this week.
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SAINT PAUL




TWIN CITIES

'Anything is possible':
Local developer buys
Uptown's former Apple
store

First & First, the property's new owner, was
founded in 2010.

Roper: Momentum is building
for a rebirth of Uptown

Here’s hoping its next chapter captures the
eclectic, youthful energy that has made it
special.

CHRISTINE SCHUSTER * MAR 25, 2025

Peter Remes of Minneapolis development
firm First & First has purchased the former
Apple store in Uptown as he hopes to help
: | _ s restore the neighborhood's identity as a
The COVID pandemic and the riots of 2020

deepened Uptown's challenges and

thriving entertainment and retail district.

increased concern for the neighborhood's The Apple store opened in 2010 after the

future. The Apple store closed at the onset of closure of the Uptown Bar & Cafe —an iconic

music venue that hosted Nirvana twice in
1989.

the pandemic and never reopened.

Today, Remes sees a place "ripe for

reinvention."
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