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Malcolm Yards Market
501 30th Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN

Hˁistory of the site/building

Pˁlanning, design/vision

Sˁite prep

Iˁntegration of existing historic elements into evolving design

Fˁunctionality of the spaces



Malcolm Yards Market History:

ˁLocated in 

industrial area 

northeast of 

Dinkytown

ˁHad been in

the ownerõs

family for a

generation



Malcolm Yards Market History:

Bˁuilt around the 

turn of the 20 th

Century as a 

wheel factory

Lˁater used to 

manufacture 

industrial 

hoses/equipment

/machinery



Malcolm Yards Market History:

ˁWhen KALCON 

got involved in 

2017, it looked 

like this

ˁSuffered two 

fires in the 

intervening 

years that 

severely 

compromised 

the structure







Malcolm Yards Market History:

ˁSat empty/open to 

the elements for 

year s.

ˁRequired 

significant 

demolition to 

remove old 

equipment and 

damaged 

materials



Malcolm Yards Market History:

Cˁhemicals inside and 

outside the building 

had to be remediated



Malcolm Yards Market History:

Rˁequired 

shoring 

throughout the 

first level to 

keep the 

remainder of 

the structure 

standing



Malcolm Yards Market Vision:

ˁTear it down or repurpose?

ˁ1 level or 2?

ˁCondos, office space, or food hall?

ˁLocated directly on the U of MN transit way 

and a block from a light rail station

ˁPatty and John Wall 

ˁ$5.8 million

ˁ Intended to draw interest for the apartments they 

are building on the adjoining properties

ˁWilkus Architect s



Malcolm Yards Market Site Prep:

Eˁntire building had 

to be shored prior to 

commencement of 

construction



Malcolm Yards Market Site Prep:
Rˁemaining roof and window removal

Lˁandscaping removal



Malcolm Yards Market Site Prep:

Pˁarapet design



Malcolm Yards Market Site Prep:

Rˁeplacement of fire 

damaged roof joists

Aˁll new site utilities 

brought into the building



Malcolm Yards Market Integration of 
Existing Historic Elements into Design:

Mˁachine Room Walls: 

Originally slated for 

demolition. Eventually 

repurposed into a private 

room/event space.



Malcolm Yards Market Integration of 
Existing Historic Elements into Design:

Mˁachine Room: 

Oˁld windows, light 

fixtures, plumbing 

fixtures, and 

miscellaneous metal 

items were removed. 



Malcolm Yards Market Integration of 
Existing Historic Elements into Design:

Mˁachine Room Walls:

Eˁxisting graffiti left largely 

intact. 

Lˁocal street artist was 

brought in to cover over 

certain pieces.



Malcolm Yards Market Integration of 
Existing Historic Elements into Design:

Mˁachine Room: 

Finished Product.



Malcolm Yards Market Integration of 
Existing Historic Elements into Design:

Oˁriginal Barn Door and 

Hardware on the Machine 

Room: 

Hˁad to be certified by an 

engineer, refurbished, 

edged in metal and fitted 

with a custom handle.



Malcolm Yards Market 9 Individual 
Commercial Kitchens:

Nˁeeded to be something

visually cohesive, but also 

able to meet the needs of the 

9 individual tenants. 

Tˁenants rotate on 6, 9, or 12 

month leases, so needed to be 

designed with potential future 

needs in mind as well.

Mˁajor hurdles with Department 

of Health in trying to keep 

existing elements (wooden 

columns, brick walls, joist 

ceilings, etc.).



Malcolm Yards Market 9 Individual 
Commercial Kitchens:

Kˁitchen #9. 



Malcolm Yards Market Bar and Tap Wall:

Oˁne central bar run 

by building 

ownership.

Fˁace covered in

wood from the brick 

boxes found on site 

(also used as

vestibule wainscot). 

Tˁap wall with 30 taps.



Malcolm Yards Market Bar and Tap Wall:

Oˁne central bar run 

by building 

ownership.

Fˁace covered in 

wood from the brick 

boxes found on site 

(also used as 

vestibule wainscot). 

Tˁap wall with 30 taps.



Malcolm Yards Market Bar and Tap Wall:

Tˁap wall with 30 taps.



Malcolm Yards Market South Addition:

Oˁriginally slated to be 

a distillery or brewery, 

currently a 

semiprivate event 

space.



Malcolm Yards Market South Addition:

3ˁ glass garage doors 

cut into the east wall 

to bring in light and 

access to outdoor 

spaces in the warmer 

months.



Malcolm Yards Market North Addition:

Bˁack of house area

includes trash room,

walk in coolers, dish

room and

management office.

Eˁxterior remains 

largely original 

outside of new glass 

block.



Malcolm Yards Market West Side

Bˁike trail and large 

gravel parking lot.

Gˁraffiti largely intact.

Pˁatio.


