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SAFETY 

 

Can an Employer Refuse an OSHA Inspection? - “A US District Court recently affirmed 

OSHA’s authority to enter workplaces for the purpose of conducting inspections and 
investigations, and ruled that OSHA may select workplaces for inspection at random or by using 
some types of ‘relevant statistics.’  The court's decision came in response to a New Jersey 
employer who challenged OSHA's legal authority for conducting an inspection. Staff at the site 
refused entry to the OSHA officer, and the officer ultimately left the facility without performing 
the inspection.”  Read the full story here.  (Lion Technology, Inc., 3/31/2025.) 
 

Heat Injury Illness and Prevention Updates, State and Federal - “On March 13, 2025, 

the New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED) Occupational Health and Safety Bureau 
petitioned the state’s Environmental Improvement Board to adopt a proposed rule to address 
occupational heat hazards, particularly where the heat index equals or exceeds 80°F. . . 
Meanwhile, federal OSHA had published its own Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for heat injury 
illness and prevention in August 2024, and the public comment period closed in January 
2025.  The Department of Labor under this second Trump administration has not released a 
regulatory agenda, and it has not indicated whether it intends to proceed with promulgation of 
the federal rule. . . Nonetheless, as of the date of this post, the DOL’s public rulemaking hearing 
on this proposed rule is still scheduled to begin on June 16, 2025.”  Read the full article here.  
(OSHA Defense Report, Hema Steele and Beeta Lashkari, 4/2/2025. 
 

NFPA 660: New Scheme to Manage Combustible Dust – “The National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) has changed the way industries manage combustible dust and particulate 
solid hazards by replacing six separate combustible dust standards with one consolidated and 
streamlined scheme.  Effective December 6, 2024, NFPA 660: Standard for Combustible Dusts 
and Particulate Solids is intended to eliminate variability across previous standards, providing 
industries with clearer and more consistent guidelines to managing combustible dust hazards.”  

The OSHA Defense Report presented a webinar, on this topic.  Read the full article here.  

(OSHA Defense Report, Beeta Lashkari and Valerie Butera, 4/22/2025.)  
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/UNITEDSTATESOFAMERICAPlaintiffvMiscINSPECTIONWARRANTDefendantNo24?doc_id=X11A04MUG000N
https://www.lion.com/lion-news/march-2025/can-an-employer-refuse-an-osha-inspection?utm_campaign=1160997_Newsletter_040125&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Lion%20Technology&dm_i=5GZM,OVTX,4J8QKD,2XWCI,1
http://oshadefensereport.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=0d4f13f4dc32cd0e9c1873a98fe9d0d6d152e2ac295897e98ed98c7ec47046db&blog_id=82525317&post_id=9507&user_id=0&subs_id=384013008&signature=e9007badd4d9972858264698cf768db5&email_name=new-post&user_email=joelandersonsc@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW52Lm5tLmdvdi9vY2N1cGF0aW9uYWxfaGVhbHRoX3NhZmV0eS93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvc2l0ZXMvMTIvMjAyNS8wMy9OTUVELUhlYXQtSWxsbmVzcy1hbmQtSW5qdXJ5LVByZXZlbnRpb24tUnVsZS5wZGY&email_id=5d92e5d7b970ccfb1e7f67be65a16e71
http://oshadefensereport.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=cf623b99dd7639ee7e19c9e3af45f6a7982df08b49d4fb1103c13c2965d01373&blog_id=82525317&post_id=9507&user_id=0&subs_id=384013008&signature=8f0f3ba912d73b8f64c052d3eee12a99&email_name=new-post&user_email=joelandersonsc@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9vc2hhZGVmZW5zZXJlcG9ydC5jb20vMjAyNC8wOC8zMC9mZWQtb3NoYXMtaGVhdC1pbGxuZXNzLXByZXZlbnRpb24tcHJvcG9zZWQtcnVsZS1vZmZpY2lhbGx5LXB1Ymxpc2hlZC1pbi10aGUtZmVkZXJhbC1yZWdpc3Rlci8&email_id=5d92e5d7b970ccfb1e7f67be65a16e71
http://oshadefensereport.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=feeeb424cd1db4387fa593b6c4c174b55bdd8ec6c1c27976748e0ae0a8248489&blog_id=82525317&post_id=9507&user_id=0&subs_id=384013008&signature=5e6240f07cd41b7e81ae457cb44e487e&email_name=new-post&user_email=joelandersonsc@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9vc2hhZGVmZW5zZXJlcG9ydC5jb20vMjAyNS8wMS8xOS9iaWRlbnMtb3NoYS1wdXNoZXMtaGVhdC1pbGxuZXNzLXByZXZlbnRpb24tcnVsZS1jbG9zZS10by10aGUtZmluaXNoLWxpbmUv&email_id=5d92e5d7b970ccfb1e7f67be65a16e71
http://oshadefensereport.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=feeeb424cd1db4387fa593b6c4c174b55bdd8ec6c1c27976748e0ae0a8248489&blog_id=82525317&post_id=9507&user_id=0&subs_id=384013008&signature=5e6240f07cd41b7e81ae457cb44e487e&email_name=new-post&user_email=joelandersonsc@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9vc2hhZGVmZW5zZXJlcG9ydC5jb20vMjAyNS8wMS8xOS9iaWRlbnMtb3NoYS1wdXNoZXMtaGVhdC1pbGxuZXNzLXByZXZlbnRpb24tcnVsZS1jbG9zZS10by10aGUtZmluaXNoLWxpbmUv&email_id=5d92e5d7b970ccfb1e7f67be65a16e71
https://oshadefensereport.com/2025/04/02/new-mexico-becomes-the-latest-state-to-propose-heat-illness-prevention-rule/
http://oshadefensereport.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=d651c8c7a5b4653e7565c98e4aaa10bbdd0d9c19bb49f57692c62479b346ca77&blog_id=82525317&post_id=9536&user_id=0&subs_id=384013008&signature=f905fa16861a4ce70790bccfe047d22e&email_name=new-post&user_email=joelandersonsc@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY29ubm1hY2llbC5jb20vb3NoYS13ZWJpbmFyLWxpYnJhcnk/cGdpZD1scmpnZHNzaS0xNDY5MTg1OC1iM2I4LTRhZWUtYjRhYi1iODVmODJjZDAxZDA&email_id=783671458cc4a06d19f6ccd04d76ea1e
https://oshadefensereport.com/2025/04/22/nfpa-660-a-new-scheme-for-managing-combustible-dust/
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

Supreme Court Limits EPA's Power Over NPDES Water Permits - “In a much-

anticipated decision, the U.S. Supreme Court significantly narrowed the EPA's authority under 
the Clean Water Act (CWA) to impose so-called "end-result" requirements in NPDES 
permits.  These "end-result" requirements "do not spell out what a permittee must do or 
refrain from doing" but instead hold dischargers accountable for the condition of receiving 
waters, not just the nature of their discharges. . .This decision may help municipalities, utilities, 
and industrial dischargers push back against vague or open-ended permit language that creates 
legal exposure without clear standards.  It also reinforces the need for regulators to define 
specific, enforceable permit conditions rather than shifting the burden of water quality 
outcomes onto dischargers.”  Read the full article here.  (Lexology, Dickinson Wright, 4/9/2025.) 
 

Are Solar Panels Hazardous Waste and Potential Regulatory Relief – “While most 

solar panels have been installed in the last decade, some have been in use for much longer. If 
you have any solar panels nearing the end of their useful life, you may find yourself wondering: 
are my solar panels hazardous waste?  According to US DOE and EPA, solar panels have a 
lifespan of about 30–35 years and, due to varying levels of metals like lead and cadmium, must 
be treated on a case-by-case basis when it comes to their disposal. . . US EPA is working on a 
Federal RCRA rulemaking to add solar panels to the list of Universal Waste in 40 CFR Part 273.  
US EPA is scheduled to propose a rule that will provide a ‘clear, practical system for handling 
discarded solar panels.’ . .  US EPA stated that the proposed rule, planned for June 2025, will 
[also] include universal waste standards for lithium batteries.  New Jersey, North Carolina, 
and Washington have all taken actions that affect solar panel waste.”  Read the full article here.  
(Lion Technology, Inc., 4/28/2025.) 
 

Help Sheet - What’s My RCRA Generator Status? – Click here for a copy of this help 

sheet, courtesy of Lion Technology, Inc. 
 
 
Send your suggestions and comments to ehs@pinechemicals.org 
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https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=49c426db-5668-4600-a1c6-3fcf479346ab&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2025-04-11&utm_term=
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202410&RIN=2050-AH32
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/dshw/solar-panel-recycling/
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Environmental%20Management%20Commission/EMC%20Meetings/2021/jan2021/attachments/AttachA-21-05-H329---FINAL-REPORT-Ellen--1-.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Solar-panels
https://www.lion.com/lion-news/april-2025/are-solar-panels-hazardous-waste?utm_campaign=1171102_Newsletter_042925&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Lion%20Technology&dm_i=5GZM,P3MM,4J8QKD,2Z2FO,1
https://www.lion.com/liontech/media/Whitepapers/RCRAHWGenerators.pdf
mailto:ehs@pinechemicals.org
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