NYSAA Annual Fall Conference Class Descriptions
Rooms subject to change
Classes indicated as hybrid will be offered in person and online.
All other classes are in person only.

Tuesday, September 29
9:30 am – 12:00 pm
AOT& The Solar Panel - hybrid
Presenters: Katie Hodgdon, Dylan Harris, Scott Shedler, IAO & Dennis Ketcham, IAO
Location: Auditorium

1:30 – 3:00 pm
History of the Property Tax
By the end of the class, participants will understand the history of property tax, learn why the property tax is a favored methodology for funding government, and recognize the importance of the assessor’s office in the property tax process.
Instructor: Rob Bick
Location: The Pit
Game Time: How to Pass the IAO Exam
This seminar delivers a direct roadmap for assessors who are ready to earn the IAO designation from the Institute of Assessing Officers. We confront the common fears head-on and provide a realistic preparation blueprint that fits around your real workload. Participants will gain a clear understanding of exam eligibility and format, the key subjects that appear on the test, proven study strategies, partial exam simulation and timing training, and game-day tactics to perform under pressure. Real world examples, past-exam flavor questions, and immediate next steps are used throughout. 
Instructor: Matthew Cronin, IAO
Location: Forum 1 & 2
AI Made Simple: The Assessor’s Perspective Part 1 - hybrid
This 1.5-hour session will explore the question of whether we can transform AI valuation from black box to glass box. Participants will explore IAAO’s publications - The Standard on Automated Valuation Models (2018) and A Review of the Methods, Applications and Challenges of Adopting Artificial Intelligence (2022) - and the most recent work by the IAAO AI Task Force: A Comparative Study on Artificial Intelligence Based Automated Valuation Models (2026). The session will identify the black box failings of Artificial Intelligence and identify state-of-the-art solutions for transforming AI valuation into a transparent, explainable, defensible approach to value. Participants will learn the distinction, benefits and drawbacks of closed, open, and hybrid AI approaches to modeling. AI best practices and recommendations for assessors will be outlined to build public trust and ensure the success of AI valuation. Case study testing data throughout the country will be presented to discern outliers that fail with Artificial Intelligence. Participants will explore the efficacy of AI image detection. The session will close with a game where participants will engage in an interactive image detection Turing Test. Interactive surveys and knowledge comprehension will be done using SLIDO technology. Smart phones are strongly encouraged.   
Instructors: Michael Fouassier, IAO & John Valente
Location: Lyceum
Reading Beyond the Cover Page - Why Deed Contents Matter in Property Assessment
This session will cover why assessors should read and review deeds, the anatomy of a deed, trust transfers, and common types of deeds and their assessment implications.
Instructor: Paul Ackerman
Location: Incredilab

3:15 – 4:45 pm
Low-Income Senior Exemptions: What to Know about 467
This class will take an in depth look and review of RPTL 467 (Senior Citizens Exemption), from passing a local law to the options available to implementation of the exemption. 
Instructor: Stephen Harris, CCD
Location: The Pit
Unique, New York (City): This Is How We Do It
By the end of the class, participants will understand the impact of Article 18 on New York City’s property valuation commercial site valuation, have a better understanding of capped assessments and transitional assessments, and receive an introduction to real property income and expense, condominium valuation, and progress assessments.
Instructor: Timothy Sheares, IAO
Location: Forum 1 & 2
AI Made Simple: The Assessor’s Perspective Part 2 - hybrid
Instructors: Michael Fouassier, IAO & John Valente
Location: Lyceum

New Assessor Workshop: New Sale Processing From Soup to Nuts
The course introduces participants to the role of sale processing within the assessment cycle, emphasizing how accurate and well‑verified sales data supports reliable valuations. It begins with core concepts—where sales information comes from, the required data elements, distinctions between qualified and non‑qualified sales, and how sale type codes influence validity and valuation studies. A live demonstration then walks participants through entering a sale record, including key fields such as sale date, price, parties, and coding, while highlighting common data‑entry mistakes and how to correct them. The session continues with guidance on verifying and maintaining sales, reviewing imported records, editing or merging duplicates, and ensuring proper documentation for audit trails. Special sales situations—such as family transfers, foreclosures, multi‑parcel or partial‑interest transactions, and corporate or trust transfers—are explored to show how they affect coding and verification. The course concludes with an overview of reporting and quality‑control tools used to identify missing or questionable sales and recommended review procedures before valuation analysis, followed by key takeaways, common municipal challenges, and resources for further support.
Instructor: Teri Ross, IAO
Location: Incredilab

Wednesday, September 30
9:00 – 10:30 am
Deconstructing the Assessors Report: Equalization vs Physical Changes and Why Do We Care - hybrid
By the end of this intensive, 90-minute session, each student will be able to accurately complete and submit the New York State Assessor’s Annual Report—entirely stress-free. We break down complex state requirements into simple, actionable steps to ensure your municipality stays compliant.

This session will explain, describe, and present the mandatory fields, valuation summaries, and exemption tracking codes for all parts of the Assessor’s Annual Report. We will explain the importance of having accurate data and how to avoid common filing errors that trigger state audits or delays. We will also discuss, explain, and present the required timelines to follow New York State Department of Taxation and Finance requirements.

This session’s audience is intended for, but not limited to, new and experienced assessors, seasoned clerks, or municipal data entry staff.

Instructor: Edye McCarthy, FIAO
Location: The Pit
Valuation of Data Centers
This class will explore the following questions: How are data centers appraised? What makes them different and similar to other commercial properties? What are the market forces that create demand plus methodologies of approaches to value? What tax incentives are being given in state to encourage the construction of data centers? What are the fears, risks and moral hazards of constructing a data center? Participants will understand and discern tiers of data centers, learn the economics of data centers, identify data center characteristics, explore the moral hazards and public acceptance of data centers, learn the methods to do cost approach on data centers, learn the drawbacks of doing a sales approach on data centers, learn the methods to do an income approach on data centers, learn the various types of data center leases, and learn to distinguish between personal property and real estate in data centers. Much of the class will use an actual assessment appeal with appraisal of a data center in CT to learn and explore concepts and methodology.
Instructor: John Valente
Location: Lyceum
New Assessor Workshop: Foundations of Real Estate Valuation
This intensive 90-minute seminar provides a foundational understanding of real estate valuation concepts, core economic theories, and the practical frameworks used to determine property value. Participants will gain a clear roadmap of how appraisers and investors analyze real estate assets.
Instructor: John Noto, IAO
Location: Incredilab

10:45 am – 12:15 pm
Cap-tivating: Breaking Down the Property Tax Cap and the Role of the Assessor
This course provides a practical breakdown of New York’s tax cap, including the statutory formula and the specific role assessors play in ensuring it is calculated correctly.  Participants will gain a working understanding of how assessed values, new construction data, and PILOT agreements feed into the levy limit calculation, how to communicate effectively with budget officers and town boards, and what common pitfalls to watch for.  Calculation examples and real-world scenarios will be used throughout. Questions are welcome and encouraged!
Instructors: Katie Hodgdon
Location: The Pit
Disabled Veterans and the Recent Property Tax Exemption Changes to New York Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a - hybrid
By the end of the class, participants will identify changes to New York Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a, understand basic fundamentals of veterans affairs compensation claims, and identify decisions from the VA that support property tax exemptions.
Instructor: Alex Dell
Location: Lyceum
Legal & Valuation Topics
The instructors will lead a discussion of recent real property tax cases and examine their potential impacts on property valuation, assessment practices, and municipal assessment rolls.
Instructors: Scott Shedler, IAO; Kara Cavallo, Esq.; and Dylan Harris, Esq
Location: Incredilab

Thursday, October 1
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
ORPTS Presentation - hybrid
This presentation will give an overview of legislative changes, the status of new or revised application forms and manuals, a discussion on STAR best practices, an update on RPS Online including training materials, and a discussion of the PDC process and how local assessment officials and ORPTS’ staff can work together to analyze market data to establish the LOA.
Presenter: Christine Douglass, Manager of Communications & Educational Services, NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services
Location: Auditorium





