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Please return to brenna@nwhydro.org by January 9, 2026


Criteria for Nomination
The Pamela E. Klatt Annual Award is presented to an individual within the regional hydropower industry who:
· Exemplifies the mission of NWHA:
“NWHA is dedicated to the promotion of the region’s waterpower as clean, efficient renewable energy while protecting the fisheries and environmental quality which characterize our Northwest region.”
· Approaches each project with a strong commitment to the balance between resource protection and resource development;
· Demonstrates a true appreciation for the views and responsibilities of everyone involved;
· Demands the best work, always, from themselves and others; 
· Encourages others’ professional development as mentor and colleague;
· Created group or process with lasting impacts to our industry and NWHA community; and 
· Years in the hydro-world: has had an impressive long career in hydropower.








For a sample of recommendations from previous awardees, please visit: https://www.nwhydro.org/awards. Nominators are invited to provide multiple letters supporting the nomination and help the steering committee fully learn about each nominee.  

Nominee’s Information
Nominee Name: Dana Postlewait
Contact Information: dana.postlewait@kleinschmidtgroup.com


Proposer Information
Proposed By: Taylor Giogaia
Contact Information: taylor.giogaia@kleinschmidtgroup.com

Recommendation
Summary of Nominee’s career/actions exemplifying the criteria standards:  
Dana E. Postlewait, P.E., is a trailblazer in water resource engineering with over four decades of unparalleled contributions to fisheries, hydropower, and environmental projects. As a leader at Kleinschmidt Associates and previously at R2 Resource Consultants, Dana has consistently demonstrated a visionary approach to solving complex challenges, seamlessly integrating resource protection with sustainable hydropower development. His unwavering dedication to excellence and innovation has positioned him as a respected authority in the field, leaving a legacy of transformative projects and exceptional leadership.

Throughout his career, Dana has been at the forefront of pioneering solutions that harmonize ecological integrity with operational goals. His work at the Lewis River Hydroelectric Project is a prime example, where he played a pivotal role in in the relicensing of the project and assist with designing advanced fish-friendly passage systems to support migratory species while ensuring hydropower efficiency. At the Cowlitz Falls Dam North Shore Collector, he was a leader for the development of a state-of-the-art fish collection system, utilizing cutting-edge hydraulic modeling and engineering to optimize fish passage. Dana’s expertise also extended to the Clear Branch Dam, where he is currently working to balance fish passage enhancements with water temperature control, showcasing his ability to concurrently address environmental and operational needs.

Dana’s leadership was instrumental in developing innovative hatchery designs, such as the upgrades at the Wynoochee Dam Fish Hatchery and the Makah National Fish Hatchery, where his designs improved efficiency and supported native fish populations. Dana has also been involved in numerous projects across Alaska, demonstrating his ability to tackle some of the most challenging hydropower projects in the Pacific Northwest region. 

Beyond his technical accomplishments, Dana has significantly influenced the professional community through his involvement in industry organizations. As President of the Bio-Engineering Section of the American Fisheries Society from 2018 to 2020 and a long-standing American Society of Civil Engineering member, Dana has advanced industry knowledge and fostered collaboration. His work with the Environmental & Water Resources Institute (EWRI) and the AFS-BES Joint Committee on Fisheries Engineering and Science reflects his commitment to shaping the future of water resource engineering.

Dana’s leadership extends to the people he works with. He is renowned for his mentorship and collaborative spirit. He has cultivated the growth of countless professionals, shared his wealth of experience and inspired the next generation of engineers. His inclusive approach ensures that every project benefits from diverse perspectives, as evidenced by his collaborative efforts on the Freeman Diversion Dam, where he worked with regulatory agencies, local communities, and environmental groups to align project goals with stakeholder interests.

Dana’s career embodies the mission of the Northwest Hydropower Association, demonstrating that hydropower development and environmental preservation can coexist and thrive together. His leadership in designing fish-friendly systems, balancing ecological needs with operational efficiency, and advocating for stakeholder collaboration exemplifies a steadfast commitment to renewable energy innovation and environmental stewardship. With a career defined by groundbreaking achievements, relentless dedication, and an ability to inspire those around him, Dana sets the gold standard in balancing renewable energy advancements with ecological sustainability, making him an ideal candidate for the Pamela E. Klatt Annual Award.


Quotes from Proposer or from Other Supporters to be used at presentation
Selection Committee,

I am pleased to support the nomination of Dana Postelwait for an NHWA award. We had known of Dana Postelwait and the rest of the R2 team for decades prior to them joining Kleinschmidt in 2021.  Their technical skill and work ethic placed them at the top of the industry in the Northwest for fisheries engineering and habitat work.  That many clients became devoted fans of the company further reinforced that they were a fantastic group and only added to their legend. Dana was president of R2, and among the most well-known and respected of that awesome company.
 
Over the course of our discussions around joining Kleinschmidt, we came to know Dana beyond the technical giant that the industry recognizes.  We found a competent, curious and compassionate individual who cared deeply about the people he works with and about the industry where he spent most of his career. 
 
Dana devotes himself to the people he works with, both within the company and more broadly at the clients and stakeholders he works with.  He actively seeks common understanding and to achieve that, he possesses the unique ability to explain his highly technical solutions in terms that lay-people can understand, while also reflecting the deep technical knowledge that these stakeholders can readily appreciate. 
 
Dana made clear throughout our discussions that dedication to the industry was and would remain key to the success of the company.  He strives to improve the “knowledge base” that the industry needs to share to create mutual success.  He actively participates in industry forums that create this shared knowledge, and that allow our industry to continue advancing the science of fisheries engineering.  He remains involved with important issues, teaming with partner companies, working with stakeholders and sharing at industry events.  This attitude of “making the industry better” shows through all that Dana does. 
 
I hope you will agree that Dana Postelwait is a worthy recipient of your NWHA achievement award.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out.

Jon Christensen
Former CEO
Kleinschmidt Associates

Quote #2 – 
“Dana has a deep understanding of the technical, procedural, social, and economical aspects of fish passage design. This understanding and his 40+ years of experience in the industry makes him highly effective at solving problems and avoiding pitfalls when working on projects. He has relevant stories to tell for almost anything related to hydropower and fisheries design, and though he does like to talk and tell stories, he will listen to and value the views of everyone in the room. He sets very high standards for work products, which has led to him being a trusted and sought after figure in the industry. I have learned an incredible amount from him as an engineer and consider it a privilege to have him as a mentor.” – Zach Taylor, Senior Engineer, Kleinschmidt

Quote #3 – 
“As a relatively new member of the Kleinschmidt team, I have had the benefit of much of my transition into the firm over the past year or so being heavily influenced by Dana.  I have seen first-hand how he works with me as the new person to get up to speed, while at the same time balancing his time with the engineers and other subject matter experts who need his vast experience and technical acumen.  Dana has a knack for approaching difficult things with a positive attitude, which is not to say that he is just cheerleading.  He genuinely believes in people and works to cultivate a can-do spirit that ends up being contagious and pervasive throughout the team – including our clients.  It’s an extremely balanced approach to managing complexity by being positive, honest, realistic, and competent.  The effect that his leadership has on a team from morale to teamwork to finished product cannot be overstated.  I speak for many when I say how grateful I am to have had the privilege of working with him.” – Andy Holmes, Project Manager, Kleinschmidt


Quote #4 – 

“Over the course of his extensive career Dana Postlewait has provided exceptional leadership and technical expertise to his clients and staff on a multitude of complex projects in the Pacific Northwest and throughout the country. He is a mentor, leader, relationship builder, and friend to all.  His extensive knowledge of fish passage engineering and experience with different types of projects, and his positive “can do” attitude, place Dana at the top of very short list of leaders in our specialized industry. His contribution to society by reconnecting fish with their natal habitats while maintaining the production of clean hydropower is unnoticed by most, but unmatched by those of us working in this niche field that integrates biology and engineering.” – John Ferguson, SeAnchor QEA

Quote #5 – 
“I have known Dana for about 20 years, since my early physical hydraulic modeling days supporting fish passage projects in the Pacific Northwest for many of our hydropower owners out here. His energy, engagement, and integrity on the projects on which I was fortunate to work with him ensured he was highly respected by all stakeholders on all sides: owners, fisheries agencies, and colleagues. He has left a legacy of successful and innovative fish passage projects that continue to excel for his clients and improve the chance of survival for the migrating salmon in our rivers. I am really happy to support his nomination for the Pamela E. Klatt Award for 2025.” – Carl Mannheim, Principal Consultant, Kleinschmidt


Quote #6 – 
Dana is one of the most personable and likeable people I have ever met, and someone you can always turn to for advice and counseling, or for just some genuine conversation and laughs. Beneath his exceptionally likeable and selfless personality, rests an individual with an innate ability to see a problem and immediately understand and identify several ways as to how best to solve it, and do so by illuminating the strengths of others through thoughtful and respectful discourse. And, he gives the same undivided attention to everything he is involved with, whether it be big picture planning, project assignments and management, or detailed engineering. I have known Dana for over 23 years and consider him a respected colleague, leader, and renowned fisheries engineer, and just as importantly a very good friend.” - Dudley W. Reiser, Senior Science Advisor, Kleinschmidt


If your nominee is selected, you are requested to introduce them at the award ceremony. 
Please check the appropriate box:
____I would

_---_Other. Please specify: ____Finlay Anderson_________

_____Not Sure
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