Women make up a record high of

homebuilding workforce nationwide,
and Sacramento region is no exception

BY TIM MURPHY
NORTH STATE BUILDING
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

n the U.S., women
make up about half of
the workforce. De-
spite the longstanding
myth that construction
jobs are limited to one
gender, a growing number
of women across the coun-
try are carving out fulfilling
careers in the construction
industry. Both in profes-
sional roles and in the
trades, more women are
seizing opportunities in
residential construction.

In 2023, the number of
women employed in the
construction industry inched
up to around 1.3 million — a
record high. Women now
represent 10.8% of the con-
struction workforce, an
increase from 9.3% in 2002.
As the industry continues to
face a shortage of skilled

labor, adding new workers is
an important goal.

The homebuilding in-
dustry just marked Profes-
sional Women in Building
Week, so this is a great time
to reflect on the growth of
women in our profession.
It’s also a great time for
more women to join the
industry because not only
are residential construction
industry jobs in high de-
mand and high paying, but
there are also many job
training opportunities and
growing networks of sup-
portive professionals.

In Sacramento, women
are particularly well-repre-
sented in leadership roles
for our homebuilding
companies. Deana Ellis,
vice president of land
resources for Cresleigh
Homes, says women have
great opportunities in the
industry in our region.

“I've been at Cresleigh
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for 20 years and I keep
waiting to run into some-
thing where gender is an
issue, but I haven't. I don’t
see a man vs. woman thing
in the industry — that’s

fairly well evaporated. If
you show up, be creative
and work hard, you're at
the table,” she said.

Ellis added that given
the growing shortage of
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labor at all levels as people
reach retirement age, now
is a particularly good time
for men and women alike
to consider careers in
construction.

“Whether you're a plum-
ber, an engineer, or the
foreman of job site, all
those avenues are open.
We need everyone to fill
that pipeline. And I feel so
strongly that women can
be as successful in this
industry as men,” she said.

That success is also
reflected in BIA leadership.
Bonnie Chiu, vice presi-
dent of forward planning
for D.R. Horton, serves as
the 2024 Chair of the
Board alongside Board
Secretary Tina Cruce, the
chief financial officer at
Tim Lewis Communities.
In addition, the executive
directors of our two affil-
iated nonprofits are wo-
men — Jennifer Poff at the
North State Building In-
dustry Foundation and
Amber Celmer at Home-
Aid Sacramento. Across
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