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What is a Colonia? Gonneet

In Spanish, the
term "colonia”
means a
community or
neighborhood.

A colonia is a high poverty residential area along the Texas-Mexico
border that lacks necessities such as potable water, sewer systems,
paved roads, broadband, and safe housing.
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County of Hidalgo Humanlty

RICHARD F. CORTEZ
County Judge

Addressing the
Root Cause: The

Austin, TX 78711-3628

e: Request for Waiver of Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Map to Determine

® ¥
r Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Eligibility
a I v e e q u e Dear Comptroller Hegar:

I write to reguest that the Texas Broadband Developmont Office (BDO) and the
of C nd 1

partm a
(NTL-\J waive reliance on the FCC Federal andhnnd Map (hereul!er ‘Lhe mnp') to
determine eligibility and funding for b ojacts in

along the Texas border, including the Rio Grande an'ln) G{GV) remon of 'lexns (Cnmemn
Hidalgo, Starr, and Willacy C There is that the map is not
reflective of on-the-ground reality, and if used to determine ahgxluhv.) will pn:w:n'. the NTIA
and Texas BDO from meeting the 'y req

and Jobs Act.*

In the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (ILJA), under section 60101, Congress made
several policy findings that the nature of infrastructure
to all citizens of the United States. Congress recognized that reliable, high-speed broadband
is essential to full participation in modern kife and that the digital divide is a barrier to the
economic competitiveness of the United States and equitable distribution of essential public
services, including health care and education. Significantly, as it relates to communities
along me Texas border, Congress found that the digital divide disproportionately affects

of colar, & areas, and rural areas and that it is critically important
that reliable, high.speed broadband service be affordable to individuals, families, and
communities.

For these reasons, Congress directed the NTIA to target mmmom pover(y regions of the
country for investment \lnd»er Lhe llJA BEAD Congress

certain covered for IIJA funding, including low.income,
racial, and ethnic minorities, rural, limited English proficiency, veterans, and older

* Sow sttacked, Musa th LRGVDC, “Sxrategy fuc < et n the Amaciiog of Infrastroctmes Invsetmen and Jobs. o Mot
Geanis far the Lowet Jia Granss Valley® by Jardsas Baricn Carcin Jis Grands Vallay Beosdbend Cou
Hursantty: Any medificstions s the Pedsral ey M covaing foors mee " hmllacngs” mvs pot «‘.-.-: froyecady

tha region is Fee thix reassa, the conchustons b3 the attarked memo still apply.

P.O. Box 1356 » Edinburg, Texas 78540 o (956) 318-2600 o Fax (956) 318-2699

Amaricans. The Texas border region, including the four RGV counties referenced above, is
one of four persistent poverty regions in the country, meaning that for at least three
consecutive decades 20% or more of the population has been below the poverty line. See the
latest persistent poverty map in the attached memo to the Lower Rio Grande Valley
Development Council (LRGVDC)

Below are the statistics for some of the key RGV-covered populations under the TTJA:

Tuble 1. Rio Grands Valley Select Covered Popul,

Cansaran Hidalgo
|RuraliUrban | (Rural/Urban | Starr Willacy
Select Covered Populaticns D) Mix) (Rural) | {Rural) | Taxes

Individuals who are membors
of & racial or ethnic minority
P 91.0% 9a.9% 59.9% 58.5% 580%
Racial/Ethnie Minority:
Percent Hispanic or Latino O0.0% 92 6% 96 9% AR 19 - RN
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The (Hypothetical) Federal Broadband Map

ISP Self Reported

Neighborhoods an ISP says it can serve in 10 days
“Access” means a neighborhood is “Passed”
Passed (i.e., “Served”) can mean there is a wire that
Infrastructure can be placed on

Don’t have to prove they have already installed the
splitting equipment to serve a neighborhood

Passed with any infrastructure

Advertised speeds rather than actual speeds

No accounting for cost of service or if customer must pay
for a line extension to get service.

ISPs not required to report actual active customers
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City of Pharr Customer
Map (Not Hypothetical)
April 2023-July 2024

» South Pharr - Lowestincome
area of the city/formerly the
colonia Las Milpas

.
E3

K 959
SRR
99

» 7,292 Homes Passed

“I"

» 3,039 Installed Customers

» 42% take rate overall

» City Overall
» 24,610 Homes Passed

939 "
R
R -

» 8,022 Customers
» 33% take rate city wide
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ARISE-IDRA RGV
Digital Ambassadors

& . ' \ :' jét'
Bl S 1 2 4
South Texas cdfonia students
step up as tech connectors

A showcase of the Rio Grande Valley Digital Ambassadors Program

A Demonstration Project in Partnership
with ISPs to Take to Scale with IIJA
Funding

https://connecthumanity.fund/story/south-texas-
colonia-students-step-up-as-tech-connectors/



https://connecthumanity.fund/story/south-texas-colonia-students-step-up-as-tech-connectors/
https://connecthumanity.fund/story/south-texas-colonia-students-step-up-as-tech-connectors/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

