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NARI Minnesota - 2026 ROTY Awards
Project: Moody Masterpiece Category: Residential Interior Over $500,000

What began as a home without a distinct identity has been transformed into an immersive
interior where shadow, texture, and contrast become the language of the design. Moody
Masterpeice is a study in atmosphere rather than excess, proving that luxury is not always
found in light filled spaces, but in the confidence to embrace depth, drama, and restraint.

Our client is an artist with an eye for the unexpected, a collector drawn to the unusual, and
someone who has never been interested in following convention. She wanted a home that
felt unapologetically personal, a place layered with character, curiosity, and just enough
mystery to keep revealing itself over time.
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Throughout the home, sculptural forms, reflective finishes, saturated color, and richly R mﬁ\\“% b ]
textured materials unfold like characters in a story. The living room anchors the main floor DR\ | Sk
with a beautifully crafted coffered ceiling and a striking black agate porcelain fireplace, its |
dramatic veining reminiscent of fractured geodes and ancient stone formations. If the living
room is drenched in black, the kitchen answers in green. Amazonite quartzite sweeps
across the space like a living landscape, bringing movement, color, and the raw beauty of a "
nature into the heart of the home. :i!;}i"‘}ft‘;u't‘a‘,’i ¥ B
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Elsewhere, the grand formal entry and mudroom/laundry speak a shared language of color,
texture, and detail. The bathroom, however, seems to emerge from another world entirely,
one of mystery and uninhibited expression.

Together, these spaces create an ongoing dialogue between nature and artistry, darkness
and color, refinement and the unexpected. Each room commands attention while
contributing to a larger story that feels collected rather than composed.

The result is a home that feels cinematic rather than conventional, immersive, unexpected,
and deeply personal. It invites you to linger, rewards a second look, and proves that
sometimes the most unforgettable spaces are the ones willing to embrace the dark.




Before & After Floor Plans

CAHING

FAMLYIFIREPLALE BM

bi
| ‘
KITCHEN 15__.'l
= L l I
| : :.. .\ J CLOBET L E :
, S | - |‘
— ~ ij MUDROOM |
DROP I_
ZONE ==
- " .
=7 5 T
.3 -]
] orFics L_
I:I‘(-:IT 1N SCOFE)

FAMILY PRI PLACE B

Client Requests

Improve the home's flow by removing visual and physical barriers, creating a stronger
connection between cooking, entertaining, and everyday living,.

Incorporate bold, expressive design elements that reflect drama and mystery.

Ensure every room feels intentional, layered, and connected to a cohesive design story,
beginning with a foyer that serves as the first chapter of the home's experience.

Celebrate natural stone throughout the home—not only for its beauty, but for the emotional

connection, permanence, and grounding presence it brings to each space.

Create highly functional spaces with concealed storage, thoughtful organization, and a
pantry designed to support daily routines without sacrificing beauty.

Wrap the home in materials that engage the senses, surfaces that feel as luxurious as they
look through texture, depth. and craftsmanship.

Create a home that feels unmistakably hers—reflecting the homeowners love for the
wonderfully strange through layers of drama, whimsy, craftsmanship, and comfort.
Transform underutilized, forgettable spaces into destinations where family and friends
naturally gather and want to linger.

Introduce repeated architectural elements to establish rhythm, balance, and a sense of
continuity throughout the home.

Transform a builder-grade bathroom into an immersive retreat filled with craftsmanship.
personality, and moments of discovery.

Anchor the kitchen with a large island that establishes balance within the space while
creating a place for cooking, gathering, entertaining, and everyday connection.
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Kitchen / Bar / Pantry

The original composition was a room caught in constant conflict. Heavy beams
pressed down from above while competing architectural gestures fought quietly
for attention below. A restricted wall stood as a barrier, dividing the home
instead of connecting it. Nothing felt settled. Nothing belonged.

The transformation began not by adding, but {irst by stripping away. The beams
quickly vanished into the ceiling, as though they had never existed, revealing a
volume that had been hidden for decades. The imprisoning wall disappeared,
and with it the tension that once defined the space. What remained was
something quieter, darker, and infinitely more compelling.

Tricorn Black now envelops the architecture, dissolving edges and allowing
light to linger only where it is invited. Emerging from the darkness, a weathered
green island and sculptural hood feel less designed than discovered—as though
they have always belonged, patiently waiting beneath the surface. At the center,
Amazonite Quartzite unfurls like a fractured landscape, its restless movement
echoing storm-darkened seas, ancient minerals, and stone weathered by time.

Brass-framed shelving glimmers against bronze tile like artifacts suspended in
shadow. Beyond, a hidden pantry bar reveals itself through a checkerboard
floor, concealing the ordinary behind a composition that feels almost theatrical.

This is no longer simply a kitchen. It is a place of intrigue, a room where
shadow and stone carry equal weight, where every surface tells a story, and
where the unexpected waits quietly around every corner.

-
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Before Photos: Kitchen / Bar / Pantry
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After Photos: Kitchen / Bar / Panlry
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Features & Materials: Kitchen / Bar / Paniry

e Walnut herringbone flooring establishes rhythm and direction.

e Amarzonite Quartzite commands attention across the expansive
island and range wall.

e Shinju Smooth Olympia Bronze tile reflects natural light with
shifting tones of blue, violet, bronze, and amber.

e Brass-framed glass shelving floats in front of the large sink
window, keeping the view open.

e A Brizo Rook bridge faucet adds a sculptural element against the
expansive window.

e (Custom inset cabinetry conceals thoughtful storage while
maintaining clean lines.

o An oversized Jack Pine island anchors the kitchen.

e DBrass metal mesh accents highlight and introduce texture.

e Smoky sconces and pendants create repetition through form,
function, and scale.

KEY
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Features & Materials: Kitchen / Bar / Paniry
e Round Prado outlets blend discreetly into the quartzite for high
functionality with minimal visual impact.
Fully integrated refrigeration and dishwasher panels preserve the
cabinetry’s seamless architectural lines.
Brass hardware with natural stone inlays echoes the Amazonite
Quartzite and connects the layered material palette.

function, becoming a centerpiece of the kitchen.

Checkerboard flooring defines the pantry and bar with graphic
rhythm while complementing the directional herringbone flooring.
Dark bronze wallpaper adds rich texture and depth to both the
pantry and bar.

Slim matte black hardware intentionally recedes, allowing the
cabinetry craftsmanship and surrounding materials to stand out.
The hood creates a striking focal point while concealing storage.
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Living Room / Family Room / Dining Room

This generous living space lacked personality, cohesion, and flow. A dividing
wall completely separated it from the kitchen, while a dated, overly ornate
fireplace and disconnected architectural elements and left the room feeling
more like a passageway than a destination.

Now, rhythm sits at the heart of the design. Overhead, a custom coffered ceiling
unfolds in a bold grid, establishing structure, scale, and movement throughout
the expanded space. Its strong geometry draws the eye across the room,
creating a dramatic architectural envelope that feels timeless, intentional, and
intimate. Walnut herringbone flooring connects the living room, family room, g
and dining room with warmth, movement, and texture, softening the darkness

of the walls.

A fireplace that once drained the room of life now revitalizes it with
breathtaking agates. Oversized arched windows flank the fireplace, softening its
strong geometry while inviting natural light to animate the space and reveal
new dimensions throughout the day. Beneath them, custom inset cabinetry
provides concealed storage while preserving balance and symmetry.

In the dining room, wallpaper wraps the walls and ceiling, glistening beneath
the turreted light. In contrast, the family room is drenched in saturated color,
absorbing the light and deepening the atmosphere.

This living space is now built on contrast—disciplined vet expressive, dramatic
yet inviting.
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Before Photos: Living Room / Family Room / Dining Room
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After Photos: Living Room / Family Room / Dining Room
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After Photos: Living Room / Family Room / Dining Room
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Features & Materials: Living / Family / Dining Room

e Overhead, a custom coffered ceiling unfolds in a commanding grid,
imposing structure, scale, and drama.

o Agate Black porcelain slabs, face the fireplace recalling sliced
geodes, Infusing the room with mystery and depth.

e Medieval-inspired sconces cast an amber glow across the agate
surface.

e Suspended within the colfered ¢rid, a wooden chandelier hovers
like a mysterious sculptural relic—unfamiliar, commanding, and
impossible to ignore.

e Two architectural columns stand with quiet intention, wrapped in
custom millwork, framed symmetrically within the range hood.

e Tricorn Black millwork flows between the rooms like a dark
thread, bringing sophistication and continuity throughout the
home.
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Features & Materials: Living / Family / Dining Room

e (Cabinetry flanking the fireplace provided symmetry as well as
thoughtful storage.
A substantial mitered drop edge on the cabinetry adds drama
through weight.
Edgy brass and black hardware punctuate the cabinetry through the
use of backplates, acting as jewelry.
Glass-paneled pocket doors conceal the family room, preserving a
sense of mystery and surprise.
The turreted dining room stands with quiet authority. A
combination of a shimmering, patina antique mirror, ceiling
wallpaper and a subtle bronze wallpaper both reflect the beautiful
natural light pouring through the eight windows.
The dining room’s sculptural chandelier has branch-like arms
twisting outward with an enchanting sense of whimsy, while
teardrop glass jewels hang delicately beneath them like rain
suspended in time.
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Foyer

This egrand foyver was once defined by wasted potential. Tired tan walls
diminished the scale of the two-story space, while overly ornate balusters
demanded attention for all the wrong reasons and disrupted the home’s
evolving story.
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As the first chapter of a deep, dark, and wonderfully twisted novel, the
foyer needed to establish the mood from the moment the door opened—
one of intrigue, mystery, and sophistication. Details introduced here
reappear throughout the main floor, leaving subtle clues that connect
each room to the larger narrative.

Picture molding climbs the upper walls, bringing dimension and intention
to the soaring foyer. Draped in delicate golden chains, the oversized
chandelier commands the open volume above, illuminating the darkness
with theatrical grandeur. Corresponding sconces cast seductive shadows
on the walls climbing the stairs. Underfoot, classic black-and-white
checkerboard tile sets the composition in motion. Black-painted stairs
and railings rise from the graphic floor, {inished with a tailored carpet
runner and finial rods. Together, these elements create a moody
architectural envelope filled with details that beg to be discovered.

What was once merely an entryway has become a haunting first
impression—one that hints at the beauty, mystery, and unexpected
moments waiting beyvond. The foyer does not reveal the home’s entire
story; it simply leaves you wanting to turn the page.
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Before Photos: Foyer
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After Photos: Foyer
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Features & Materials: Foyer

e A lailored carpel runner cascades down the staircase with its
striking geometry.

e Balusters rise with strength and stature, repeating in measured
rhythm before disappearing into the shadows above.

e Draped in delicate chains, the chandelier commands the soaring
foyer, shifting in form to reveal a new silhouette from every angle.

e (Coordinating chain-draped sconces cast a warm, seductive glow
across the walls, echoing the chandelier while pulling the foyer
deeper into mystery.

e Benjamin Moore gray envelops the room in smoky warmth,
creating a quietly powerful backdrop for the darker architectural
details.

e A band of Tricorn Black molding encircles the walls, giving the
eyve a moment of pause before drawing it upward toward the

gracious crown above. AN | P = ﬂj -

e Checkerboard flooring establishes a graphic rhythm underfoot, WA 2% " ﬁ’i{rﬁ,ﬂ* < Sk
its geometry carrying naturally into the patterned carpet runner. dh g R, " gl

e An arched French door softens the darker composition, framing
arrival and departure with a graceful nod to the home’s original
character.

o Wallpaper climbs the stairway above, drawing the eye upward
with pattern and subtle shifts of color.

e QOriginal built-ins remain, now drenched in Tricorn Black to
recede into the shadows while preserving a piece of the home’s
architectural past.

e Moonstone-inlaid hardware glimmers against the black
cabinetry, echoing the pale squares of the checkerboard floor
while pulling forward the warm bronze tones of the lighting.
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Mudroom

The mudroom did not need to be reinvented; it needed to be awakened. Its
lavout and scale remain unchanged, but its mood, presence, and demeanor
have been entirely transformed. Once purely functional and easily overlooked,
the space now proves that even the home’s quietest rooms can hold a little
mystery.

As an everyday entrance, it needed to feel connected to the deeper story
unfolding throughout the home. Familiar details reappear like fragments from
the rooms bevond, making the mudroom feel less like an afterthought and
more like a carefully composed echo of everything that came belore.

Black, bronze, and smoky gray tones envelop the room in a restrained
darkness. Vertical beadboard rises against richly textured wallpaper, layering
pattern upon pattern and giving nearly every surface a tactile quality that begs
to be touched.

Against the cool, shadowed palette, the lighting glows like jewelry—warm,
luminous, and just dramatic enough to demand attention. Underfoot, bold
flooring introduces an unexpected flash of edge and attitude, carrying the
home’s darker rhythm into the adjoining spaces.

What was once simply passed through now asks vou to pause. Small in scale
but rich in atmosphere, the mudroom has become a final, beautifully moody
piece of the home’s unfolding mystery.
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Before Photos: Mudroom
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After Photos: Mudroom
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Features & Materials: Mudroom

e Checkerboard flooring establishes a graphic rhythm underfoot,
its geometry carrying natural drama and edge.

e Vertical beadboard climbs the walls, adding architectural weight
and drawing your eyes up the walls.

o (Geometric bronze wallpaper glistens as daylight moves across its
surface, revealing patterns that appear and disappear throughout
the day.

e Stately crown molding finishes the room with quiet grandeur,
echoing the craftsmanship found throughout the home.

e Smoked-bronze glass in the lighting casts a hazy glow, leaving
shadows that linger.

e Inset cabinetry provides generous storage with a sculpted foot
detail that gives the new cabinetry the character of a timeworn
heirloom.
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Bathroom

The original bathroom was caught between obstruction and indifference.
An awkward HVAC chase, builder-grade shower, and uninspired layout
left the room without presence or personality. Nothing invited pause.
Nothing hinted at what it might become.

Now, crimson-feathered birds drift through oversized flowers as Tricorn
Black millwork frames the walls in shadow. The room embraces
maximalism with restraint—the architecture remains quiet while pattern,
color, and carefully placed glimmers of brass tell the story.

A dramatic arch, clad in glossy black tile, creates a portal into the shower,
where a bronze-lined niche glows like a jewel hidden away for
safekeeping. A Carrara-topped vanity, an aged-brass floral pull, and
malachite-accented hardware feel collected from another time. Lavender
milk-glass sconces cast a hazy glow, while polished gold fixtures shimmer
against the darkness. Underfoot, checkerboard flooring grounds the
room’s wilder instincts in timeless rhythm.

Fach surface offers another layer of intrigue, allowing the room to shift
between romance, mystery, and quiet spectacle after dark.

This is no longer simply a bathroom. It is a secret conservatory where
ordinary rituals become theatrical and unexpected treasures reveal
themselves slowly—a small room courageous enough to become its own
world.
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Before Photos: Bathroom
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After Photos: Bathroom

15_1
=

IF T T
FoeRL)

i _'EII.-

L]
T

Ry e S R e

f -
=
L

s

.\_3:
2

e

PS¢
b
0
g
"..-"
i

. L LN L I O Ol = T e e m we m
- - Lo

F

s R e

g
%
-
F 4
‘-?I-.‘-
fu
R

B
o
\ . S T
}
A
(¥ hﬁq‘- = o

2026 NARI MN ROTY MOODY MASTERPIECE RESIDENTIAL INTERIOR OVER  $500,000



Features & Materials : Bathroom
o (lossy black tile envelops the shower, transforming the

enclosure into a shadowed portal.
Polished black marble chair rail traces the shower opening to

form a magnificent arch.

Metallic bronze tile and coordinating grout, line the arched
niche, creating a hidden chamber that glows.

An arched glass panel follows the curve of the opening,
containing the shower while preserving drama.

Brizo polished-gold shower fixtures shimmer against the black

tile like jewelry worn after nightfall.
An elongated iron mirror reflects fragments of pattern, brass,

and shadow.
Malachite-accented hardware create another accent that
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Features & Materials: Bathroom

e Feathered birds drift through tangled greenery and oversized
blossoms, transforming the walls into a conservatory.

e A Kohler black toilet stands with sophistication.

e Accents of green and woven brass mesh deepen the palette with
drama.

e A marble-topped vanity balances the room’s darkness while adding
whimsy.

e Lavender milk-glass sconces cast a soft, hazy glow around the
room, their unexpected color adding romance and an almost
otherworldly presence.

e (Overhead, a Jack Pine ceiling echoes the deep green tones of the
wallcovering, completing the room with an unexpected canopy of
color.

e Tricorn Black millwork frames the space like a picture frame,
revealing the mistery beyond.
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Project Challenges

e (Coordinating a bold mix of walnut herringbone, polished-gold
fixtures, bronze mosaics, checkerboard flooring, deep green
tones, and expressive wallcoverings without making the
composition feel chaotic.

e Matching new millwork, trim profiles, and finishes to the
existing home.

e Establishing symmetry and visual balance while responding to
fixed architectural elements.

e Developing a layered lighting plan that provided both function
and atmospheric softness.

e [.eveling the existing floors for walnut herringbone and
checkerboard tile to ensure clean transitions.

e Absorbing one of the kitchen’s structural beams into the ceiling.

e Removing the dividing wall between the kitchen and living
room exposed two structural columns, which were thoughtfully
transformed from obstructions into intentional features.

e [nstalling wall-to-wall quartzite.

e Executing the large-scale coffered ceiling to maintain consistent
proportions, clean intersections, and intentional sightlines.

e Aligning the veining across four-foot agate-inspired porcelain
slabs to create a continuous, natural-looking composition.

e [nstalling several oversized chandeliers—including one
suspended within the two-story foyer.

e Balancing visually open display areas with highly functional
custom cabinetry.

e Painting the main floor’s extensive millwork and wall surfaces.
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> 3 Boundaries were broken down, Every transition, material, proportion,
This home now rejects the expected in creating a sense of movement and and detail was considered to shape not
favor of something moody, expressive, connectivity. Removing the barrier just how the home looks, but how it
and deeply personal. Rich color, between the living spaces created an feels. The result is immersive and
unexpected moments, cratted detatls, opportunity for a dramatic, expansive atmospheric, creating a home that feels
and a touch of whimsy give this home space for gathering, entertaining, and vibrant and alive one moment and
an identity that feels entirely its own. everyday living. intimate and restorative the next.
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