
The Silver 
Lining

Residential Interior 
$250,000 to $500,000



The Problems
What star te d as  a y ou ng k id’s  pl ayful  de cision to ov er fi ll an  

upst air s  bath room  sin k quickl y ev olv ed int o a dr am atic 
fl ood thr ough the  k itche n  ce il in g.  This  upper -le v el  m ishap 
prov ide d the  u lt imate si lv er  lining:  a br i ll ian t opportun ity 

to gu t a close d-off ,  dysfunction al l ayout  and compl etel y 
re imagine  th e  hom e's  en tire  main fl oor.  The  hom e's  

original  layou t was ch oppy,  quart e re d,  an d fru st rat ingl y 
closed off .  The  kitchen  was isolated fr om the  re st  of  the 

house,  trapping the  famil y in  wasted space that  fail ed to 
suppor t the ir  dail y flow. 

Be fore : Closed off  an d dysfu nction al 
k it ch e n,  and se con d l i vi ng r oom 

space  wit h  sm all  wa lk ways.



Scope Of  Work
• O pening up  the m ain f loor  and  reimag ining t he 

kitchen.
• A  layo ut ma de f or t ogeth er ness .
• Th e u ltimat e m ulti -ta sking  hub.
• Sma rt m udr oom reconf igura tion.
• Crea ting an  elega nt p owder  bat hro om.
• Coh esive finishes thr ougho ut.

Befor e: Second  living r oom.
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6 Client Goals
• Cre atin g a mor e open  and wel coming l iv ing en vir onm en t that  im prov es the  

conn ection be twe en  the k itche n an d su rr ou ndin g m ain -fl oor  space s.
• Design an  in tu it iv e  l ayout  that  br ings peopl e tog ethe r,  suppor ting both 

e ve ryday fam il y li fe an d hostin g.

• Dev el op a v er sati le  ce ntra l work space  that accom odate s cook in g,  din ing,  

gat he ring,  h ome work ,  an d oth er  dail y activitie s wh il e  k ee ping th e  exist in g 

la undr y shoot  wher e i t  was.

• Impr ov e  the home ’s e ntry e xpe rie nce fr om  the  front  door and gar age with 
organ ized storage  a nd practical solu tion gs.

• Cre ate a m ain  floor powder  bathroom  that  didn’t  exist .
• Esta bl ish a con sisten t de sign  throu ghou t the  re nov ate d are as u sin g 

compl em en tar y but  dura bl e m ater ial s , color s , an d fixture s.

Be fore : Entryway.



1st Challenge

Be fore : Ki tch en  are a wi th  t he  
sepe ration  in to the  ma in  living r oom.

A loa d bea ring wall had to co me d own between the kitchen and 
ma in living room  to crea te the open co ncept living  spa ces.



1st Challenge - During Construction

Be gin ni n g of  de mo.

The  open-concept  floor pl an r equ ir ed r em oving a k ey wall  and install in g a ne w stru ctur al be am. The wall  also con tain ed compl ex H VAC 
ru ns ser vin g r ooms at  both the fr on t an d re ar of  the  hom e,  m aking r el ocation  espe ciall y chal le nging . After  ev alu atin g m u ltipl e  r outing 
options,  the  te am de ve lope d a car efu ll y coor din ate d sol ution  th at pr ese rv ed comfor t th r ough out  th e h ome ,  espeicall y in  are as al re ady 

la ck in g h eat in g and cooling,  whil e accom m odat ing t he  ne w be am an d open  layout .

Be fore  be am  in st al lat ion . Ne w beam  in stal le d to support  the  n ew 
open  con ce pt  l ayout .



1st Client Goal Achieved
Rem ovi ng t h e load bar ri ng wal l and wr appin g it  

with wood hel ped cre ating a m ore  ope n an d 
wel com ing l iv in g en viron me nt  that  im prov es the  
conn ecti on be twe en  t h e k it ch e n an d su rr ou ndi n g 

m ain-fl oor  space s.

Afte r:  Open  con cept  k itchen  an d 
li v in g room .



2nd Challenge
With  th e wishl ist  of  an  open  con ce pt,  swapin g th e 

di ni ng r oom  and k i tche n n ee ded t o happe n t o cre at e 
the  in tu it ive  layou t to su ppor t this  busy fam il ie s  

e ve rything l i fe.

Be fore : Kitchen



2nd Challenge - During Construction
Swapping the kitc hen and dining room required extensive plumbing modifications to support the new layout.  E xisting kitchen li nes had to be 

rerouted from  the bum p-out to the new sink location without interfering wit h the expansive window abo ve,  while plumb ing  serving  the second-
f loor bat hroom where the floo d originally  happend,  also  requi red careful a djustments . Access through the unfinished  bas ement helped the 

team execute a precise solution that preserved  the desig n intent and  ma de the reima gined lay out pos sible.

Be gin ni n g of  de mo.



2nd Client Goal Achieved
Design an  in tu it iv e  l ayout  that  br ings peopl e tog ethe r,  

suppor ting bot h e ve ryday fam il y li fe  a nd h ost in g.  
All owin g ple nty of spaces to si t an d con tiun ed 
conv er sat i ons wh i le  cook in g and e nt er tai ni n g.  

Afte r:  Now an open  con ce pt k itche n,  dining  r oom, 
an d m ain l iv in g space .



3rd Challenge

Be fore : Living  r oom to right  of  en tr yway,  l eading in to 
the  kitchen .

Cre atin g a li fel ong l ayout  that offe re d ve rsati l e cen tr al 
work spa ce s t h at m ade sen se an d coul d sustain  th eir gr owin g 

fam il y withou t havin g to worry i f  the y made  the r ight  
orie ntation de cision s for  the n ext  3 0 ye ars.



3rd Challenge - During Construction

Be gin ni n g of  de mo

Cre at in g a  fu tu re -rea dy  kit chen  req ui red c ar eful  pl a nn i ng  to  ba la n ce ver sa ti le w o rkspa ce,  com fo rta bl e s eat in g,  an d t he fam il y’s  da il y  rou ti n es for  no w  
a nd in  the fut ur e. The i sl an d’s  pro ximi ty  t o t he  exi sti n g l au n dry  chu te,  whi ch w a s re qu ired  by  the ho meow n ers t o s ta y,  pres en te d a  un i qu e l ay ou t 

ch a ll en ge,  as  th e de sig n  ne eded t o a cc ommod at e sea ti n g for  at  l eas t fou r a t th e i sl an d w i th ou t li mit in g  ac ces s or  foot  tra ffic.

Just  be fore  beam  in stal lation Ne w beam  in stal le d to support  the  n ew 
open  con ce pt  l ayout



3rd Client Goal Achieved
Dev el op a v er sati le  ce ntra l work space  th at 

accom odate s  cook in g,  din in g,  gath er i ng,  
home wor k,  an d other  da il y activities .

Afte r:  Open  con cept  k itchen  an d 
dining r oom .



S wappin g the dining r oom an d k itche n al lowe d 
for m ore  cabine try and a de sign ate d isl and with 

seating.  Pe rfe ct for a home work  station or  
h oliday cook in g buffe t.   

Afte r:  Kitche n

3rd Client Goal Achieved



Inten tional  storage  sol utions tr ansform e d the k itche n 
into a  v er sati le  ev er yday hub,  im prov ing work flow 

an d si mpl i fyin g cl ean up. Dedi cate d st orage  for sm all  
applian ce s,  pape r towe ls ,  pots  an d pa ns,  alon g with  a 

conv en ie nt  appliance  ga rage , k ee ps essen tials  
organ ized,  accessibl e,  an d n ea tl y con ce ale d.

Afte r:  Ki tche n

3rd Client Goal Achieved



4th Challenge
The home la cked  a dedicated drop zone with ad eq ua te 

storag e for humans and pets.  Beca use the front entrance 
and garage entry were located next to ea ch other,  shoes,  
backpa cks , a nd every day  essentials accumulated in the 

same area,  creating a cluttered a nd ineff icient transition 
into the home.

Be fore : Se con d livin g room space off  
of the  k itchen  that wasn’t  n ee ded.



4th Challenge - During Construction

Be gin ni n g of  de mo.

Rem oving the existing m ain-le v el  fir epl ace  re quire d car efu l pl ann in g to pre ser ve  the chim ne y str uctu re .  Becau se  the or igin al chi m ne y 
coul d n o lon ger  se rv e the  lowe r -le v el  fi r epl ace ,  th at u ni t was con ve rt ed t o el ectr ic ,  ma in tai ni n g t h e comfor t an d am bi ance of  a fire place 

whi l e suppor ti ng t he  ne w m ai n-fl oor  layou t.  Wh ich  for th is  se ct ion was al l abou t stor age sol ut ion s.

Mov i ng old gar age e nt ran ce  down. Without  the fire place  a  whole  wal l of  
stor age oportun ities  open ed u p.



4th Client Goal Achieved
Impr ov e  the home ’s e ntry e xpe rie nce fr om  the  
fron t door  an d garage  with or ganize d storage  
an d cre atin g practical solu tions for k ids an d 

adul t s.  Th e gar age e nt ran ce  was m ove d down  8 
fe et  to cr ea te  i t ’s own de dicated zon e. Cr eatin g 

closet  and ope n stor age solu ti ons al lows for  easy 
gra b an d go item s and closed stor age  for  

season al e sse nt ial s .  

Aft er:  Garage entrance mudroom.



The  exist ing pet  station  lack ed dedicate d storage ,  
le av in g food,  su ppl ies ,  and ot he r e sse nt ial s  cl ut te re d 

on t he  floor .  Wit hou t an  in te grat ed space for  t h e 
k en ne l,  the  a rea  fe lt  disor ganize d and did n ot pr ovide 
the  family’s  dogs with a de sign ate d pl ace of the ir  own .

4th Challenge

Be fore : The  de sign ated cor ne r for  
t he  fami ly dog.



The reconf igured mudroom g ives  the dog  a dedicated area 
of  their own, co mplete with a built -in kennel space a nd 
convenient food storage bin. A combination of  open a nd  

closed storage keeps  everyday  essentials  access ible while 
concealing clutter, creating a  mo re organized  and 

functional entry.

Afte r:  Mudr oom an d 
dedicate d dog st ation .

4th Client Goal Achieved



5th Challenge
The ma in level lacked a  powder b athro om, creating a n 
inconvenience fo r both homeo wners a nd guests while 
enterta ining.  The challenge wa s to inc orp orate a new 

powder room near the entry without compromising the 
f low, functio n,  or ref ined appea ra nce of the surrounding 

spa ces .

Be fore : Entran ces for the
gar age an d foye r.

Garage Entrance 



5th Challenge - During Construction

Rem oving the old coat close t al lowed 
for a n ew walk way and ext ra space  for 

the  ne w powder  room .

Cre at in g a powde r bat hr oom whe re  non e pr ev iou sl y existe d r equ ire d r out in g ne w pl um bing an d e le ctr ical syst em s abov e a finishe d 
portion  of the base me nt ,  l imitin g access  from  bel ow. I ts  cen tr al l ocation  also m ade exhaust  ve ntil ation e special ly  chall en gin g. The  te am 

dev e loped a concea le d r oute thr ough  a second -fl oor  cl oset  a nd re bui lt  th e  cl ose t syste m  ar oun d th e n ew duct wor k,  al lowin g th e  fa n to 
v en t prope rl y throu gh the  roof without  sacrificin g fun ction .

Fr ami ng i n t he  ne w bath room  and 
e xtra closet  stor age.

Easy acce ss to the n ew bathr oom  from  
the  front  en tr y and gar age.



A new powder b athro om wa s thoughtfully incorp orated into the main 
level, improving co nvenience for both the homeowners and their 

guests.  Delicate patterned wallpa per,  warm brass  accents,  an a rched 
mirror, and a  furniture -sty le vanity create a sophistica ted  and 
memorable s pace that comp lements the home’ s refined design.

Afte r:  New powder  bath room .

5th Client Goal Achieved



6th Challenge
The  exi st i ng m ain  le ve l fe atu re d a m i x of  fl oor i ng,  

finishe s, an d design e le me nts  that m ade the  
adjoining spaces fee l v isu all y disconn ecte d. The  

chal le nge  was to establish a cohe siv e de sign  
thr oughout  the r en ovated are as while  sel ecting 

compl em en tar y,  dura ble  m ater ial s  that coul d 
withstand the dem an ds of e ve ryday fam il y li fe.

Be fore : Entryway.



6th Client Goal Achieved
A cohesive palette of warm wood tones, soft neutrals, black metal, and 
brass accents now connects the entryway to the adjoining renovated 
spaces. Durable flooring, a hard-wearing stair runner, and timeless 
architectural finishes were selected to withstand the demands of an 
active household while maintaining their beauty for years to come. 
The result is a unified design that balances long-term performance 

with a refined, welcoming aesthetic.

New powder bathroom behind this wall
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