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NARI of MN participates in the Remodeler of the Year (RotY) Program
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
There are three (3) RotY levels:
Local – submit through the Minnesota Chapter’s website, in competition with other Minnesota entries in your category. Minnesota awards a Gold (first place) and if applicable Silver (second place) for categories.
Regional – submit through the NARI National website, in competition with other chapters in Region 3 (Madison, Milwaukee, Door County, Wisconsin, and Chicagoland). First place wins.
National – Regional winners are automatically entered in this level, one winner per category per Region (unless there is a tie). First place wins.

● Where can I find help and inspiration for my submission? You can click the "Hour on How to Submit a RotY" Lunchbox Hour presentation link or view a sample submission [HERE]. Keep in mind the presenter might refer to "CotY," which is the previous name for these amazing projects. 
● What documents do I need to complete for my submission? You will need to complete the Contractor's Agreement, Photographer's Release, and RotY Submission Checklist. 
● Are there any specific guidelines for the project description in the submission? Yes, the entry presentation should not reference the company, project residence, homeowner, project lead, logo, architect, or team member. 
● What are the requirements for the Project Owner Release form? The Project Owner Release must be completely filled out with the signature of both the homeowner and contractor, dated, and it must match the information in the submission. 
● What are the requirements for the Photographer Release form? The Photographer Release form must be completed by the owner of the photos, dated, and signed. 
● Do I need to include before photos? Yes, each entry (except the Residential Architectural Design category) should have at least one (1) before photo. 
● What information should not be included in the photos? Photos cannot contain people, faces, logos, or any other identifying information. 
● Do I need my NARI National login information? Yes, you will need your NARI National login and password handy to submit. You can click the provided link to get your login information. 
● Where do I submit my entry? You can submit your entry via the "SUBMIT HERE" link. 
● How much are the submission fees? Submissions are $225 per entry. Fees are non-refundable, non-transferable, and cannot be carried over. 
● What should I include about trade partners in my submission? Include information on your trade associate partners in the "Other" categories in the submission process. They may be eligible for the Pillar Award. 
● What is the Pillar Award? The Pillar Award is a companion award that recognizes trade associate partners involved in the remodeling projects. 
● What is the process for including Team Members? NARI MN does not include Team Members in its application process. If you include them and then forward your entry to National, you will be charged for the Team Members you list. Contact the NARI National office (847-298-9200) with questions about team entrants. 
● Is the project completion timeframe the same for local and national awards? No, the timeframe for project completion is different for NARI National. Refer to the NARI National rules on their website. 
● What should I include in the "Summary of Project Section"? In the online submission, provide a description of your project in 100 words or less. This may be read at the RotY Awards Banquet. 
● Do I need to include pronunciation help for names and companies? Yes, please include a pronunciation key for all names, products, and companies mentioned in your MC script within the online submission, but do not add this to your PDF submission. 
● What happens to the photos and submissions I provide? Pictures submitted become the property of NARI MN, and submissions also become the property of NARI MN. 

Categories and Judging 
● What's new with the Kitchen categories this year? The Kitchen $100,000 - $150,000 category has been separated into two new categories: $100,000 - $125,000 and $125,000 - $150,000. 
● What happens if there is only one entrant in a category? A single entrant in a category may still receive an award based on the overall average scores for the year’s submissions. 
● Will commercial categories be judged separately? No, commercial categories will be combined for judging. 
● Can other categories be combined? Yes, other categories may be combined at the RotY Committee's discretion. 
● Does NARI MN offer a team award? No, NARI MN does not offer a team option. Follow the National Team Member process if you plan to forward your local entry to the national competition. 
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