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MRES leaders attended the groundbreaking event in Brookings. From left: MRES Senior Resource Engineer Nick  
Fanning, Brookings Deputy Mayor Nick Wendell, MRES President and CEO Matt Schull, Brookings Municipal  
Utilities Board Vice President Doug Carruthers, BMU General Manager Steve Meyer, ALP (Minnesota) Utilities  
General Manager Ted Cash and Sioux Center (Iowa) Municipal Utilities Utility Manager Murray Hulstein partici-
pated in the Brookings Solar Project’s ceremonial groundbreaking. Meyer, Cash, and Hulstein also serve on the MRES 
board of directors, and Cash is secretary of the Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (WMMPA) board of  
directors.

Missouri River Energy Services 
(MRES), a joint action agency 
(JAA) of 61 municipally owned 
electric utilities located in 
Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, 
and South Dakota, has been 
busy making things better for its 
member communities.

With the construction of 
two solar projects (including a 
November 6 groundbreaking 
in Brookings, South Dakota), 
transmission planning work, and 
a focus on the changing nature 
of power generation, MRES is 
staying ahead of the curve on 
meeting members’ power needs. 

MMUA sat down with Tim 
Blodgett, MRES’ Vice President 
of Member Services and Com-
munications, to learn more about 
the important work MRES has 
been up to.

Brookings Solar

The Brookings Solar Project 
consists of 5 megawatts (MW) 
of solar generation, enough 

Update on proposed OSHA 
Emergency Response Rules

On November 12, 2024, OSHA 
held the first of several day-
long hearings to get input on 
the proposed new Emergency 
Response rules.

The final hearing was held 
on December 4, 2024. While not 
a direct concern to municipal 
utilities, a few individuals in 
member communities flagged it 
as an issue of which to be aware, 
so MMUA tuned in to the broad-
cast of the first hearing. It was 
not feasible to tune in each day. 

The November 12 hearing 
split time between supporters 
and opponents, and neither 
side held back on sharing their 
thoughts. The supporters of 
the proposed OSHA rule were 
primarily fire chiefs and associ-
ations representing fire chiefs. 
Most appeared to speak for 
larger communities and career-  
firefighters, although their tes-
timony provided broad support 
for the rules as presented, and 

they stressed the need to focus 
on safety over costs. They also 
stressed that the current rules 
are out of date in terms of new 
gear and equipment and the 
types of risks being faced. 

Opposition to the new rule 
came from volunteer firefighters 
and their associations. They tes-
tified to the adverse impact the 
rules would have on small and 
often rural departments. The 
primary concern is that the costs 
and time commitment required 
to comply with the proposed new 
safety standards would not be 
feasible for these small depart-
ments nor for the communities 
they serve. Concern has also 
been expressed that the new 
rules would be a disincentive 
toward recruiting new volunteer 
firefighters. If implemented, 
those who testified say small, 
volunteer fire departments may 
be forced to shut down due to 
their inability to satisfy the pro-
posed rules. This would decrease 

By Kent SulemBy Kent Sulem

The 2024 elections – a gift that 
keeps on giving

With the calendar reading 
December, the ballots counted 
(and in two races, recounted), 
canvassed, and certified to the 
Secretary of State, most people 
assume the 2024 elections are 
finally behind us.

They would be wrong. While 
Minnesota House leaders con-
tinue preparing for a legislative 
session led by an evenly divided 
67-67 membership, this may not 
be the final makeup of the 2025 
legislature.

As reported in the last issue of 
The Resource, at the end of elec-
tion night, two races appeared 
to fall within the margins for a 
recount paid for by the State. In 
District 14B, challenger Susan 
Ek appeared to have lost the race 
to incumbent Dan Wolgamott by 
a mere 28 votes. However, after 
correcting a problem discovered 
with the tabulating of some 
mailed-in ballots, the margin 
grew to a 191-vote difference, 

which removed the option for a 
state-funded recount. However,  
Sherburne County agreed to 
pay for a recount due to the 
abnormalities in counting and 
reporting certain ballots. The 
recount confirmed the original 
tally, allowing Rep. Wolgamott 
to claim victory.

Over in District 54A, however,  
the recount has proven to be  
just one step in the process of  
determining a winner. On election 
night, Rep. Brad Tabke appeared 
to have hung on to his seat by 
the slimmest of margins, a 14-
vote lead (up from the 13 votes 
first reported) over the total 
received by challenger Aaron 
Paul. This spread falls within 
the margins for a state-funded 
recount, and Mr. Paul requested 
one. The recount actually found 
an additional vote for Rep. Tabke, 
briefly increasing the margin of 
victory to 15 votes. However, a 
successful challenge to a ballot 
cast for Rep. Tabke returned 
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Tommy Flores joins MMUA 
Tommy Flores has joined MMUA 
as a  Regional Safety Coordinator 
and JTS Instructor in the northeast 
region. 

Tommy is excited to share his 
knowledge and experience with 
MMUA’s members, and to help 
them work well and get home 
safely every day. 

Tommy began his career by 
doing tree trimming. With the 
goal of becoming a lineworker, 
he later entered an appren-
ticeship program through the 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. Upon grad-
uation in 2006, he worked for 
a utility doing barehand work, 
and in 2014 he took a position 
doing helicopter linework. In 

that role, he did energized work 
and maintenance work, learn-
ing to navigate both OSHA and 
Federal Aviation Administration 
safety rules. This experience 
taught him the importance of a 
strong safety culture. 

Tommy’s most recent position 
was with Marshall Municipal 
Utilities in Marshall, Minnesota. 
He joined the utility in 2018  
and enjoyed drawing upon his  
previous experiences as a 
lineworker to contribute to his 
teams. Tommy worked with 
Marshall’s industrial customers 
and learned a lot about the  
system’s substations and sys-
tem. He also began sharing  
his knowledge with others at 
MMUA schools held at the 

Marshall training center and 
elsewhere. 

Tommy lives in Marshall with 
his wife, Becca, and children 
Piper, Dawson, and Desmond. 
In his free time, Tommy likes 
spending time outdoors with his 
family and going scuba diving. 
Welcome to MMUA, Tommy! 

Clarification on battery rebates and eligibility 
for net metering

In 2024, the Minnesota Legisla-
ture charged the Department of 
Commerce with awarding up to 
$3 million in grants by July 2027 
for energy storage system instal-
lations by non-Xcel customers 
who have solar systems.

As it did with the Solar for 
Schools program, Commerce has 
drafted, in consultation with 
MMUA and MREA, a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) 
that a grant recipient and their 
electric utility must both sign 
off as part of the grant process. 
One point in the MOU assures 
the grantee that the battery 

addition will not disqualify them 
from continuing to receive the 
utility’s net metering rate—if 
they are receiving it—so long  
as the battery will not export 
electricity to the utility system. 

While seemingly straightfor-
ward as explained here, there 
is extraneous language used 
within this provision in the 
MOU about measuring system 
size that may seem confusing to 
many. The unnecessary extra 
wording stems from a Public 
Utilities Commission proceed-
ing that, fortunately, went in 
favor of utilities. Unfortunately, 
the agreed language is only as 

clear as MMUA could convince 
Commerce to make it, given 
apparent outside pressures on 
Commerce. However, Commerce 
did agree to add one clarifying 
sentence at the end of the MOU 
to encapsulate the significant 
point. It says, “When configured 
in this manner, an addition of a 
battery will not impact eligibil-
ity for net-metering.” MMUA 
and MREA are advising their 
member utilities and co-ops that 
they can be  comfortable with 
this point and need not withhold 
signing the MOU because of it. 

By Bill Black

safety by increasing response 
times. Without the smaller 
volunteer firefighting and first 
responder units, help would 
have to come from the nearest 
available community. That could 
be more than an hour away. 

OSHA has already received 
nearly 4,300 comments on the 

OSHA emergency response rules
Continued from page 1

proposed rules but has elected 
to hold a second open comment 
period from December 5, 2024, 
through January 17, 2025. Fire-
fighters and their departments 
are asked to be specific about 
concerns and provide examples 
when possible. A final decision 
on the proposed new emergency 

response rules will be made 
after the second open comment 
period closes. 

Further information, includ-
ing access to OSHA’s comment 
portal for this docket, #2007-
0073, can be found at: https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/
OSHA-2007-0073. 



3  The Resource, Jan 2025

In August 2021, I stood 
on that Cragun’s podium, 
looked squarely at the 
MMUA faithful in the au-
dience, and vowed to visit 
every member town within 
a year or so of installing my 
coffee mug on what had 
been Jack Kegel’s desk.

I meant it. It seems to me that 
you should be able to depend on 
the leader of your association to 
show up, both at your front door 
and at whatever other doors are 
necessary to get the job done for 
you. 

It’s now been a little more than 
three years since that day. I have 
not been to every town yet, but 
I’m working on it. (When I was a 
kid my dad always said my eyes 
were bigger than my stomach 
as we moved through the line at 
potlucks too. Biting off more than 
I can chew goes way back.) So in 
2025 I’ll be redoubling my efforts 
to hit the highway in the Honda 
and make more house calls. I truly 
enjoy seeing MMUA communities,  
putting eyes on your utility 
operations, visiting with your staff 
and commissioners—and learning 
more about how this association 
can be useful to you. “You can’t lead 
from behind,” as the saying goes. 

House calls go way back at MMUA. 
For nearly 30 years, MMUA has 
brought as much programming 
as possible directly to your door. 
Things like our apprenticeship 
program, safety program, job 
training modules, and more, are 
all designed to be at their best 
when we are based in your utility, 

We make house calls

From My Desk to 
Yours

Karleen Kos
MMUA CEO

These are fee-based contracts, 
and they are tailored to your 
needs. 

 
One example is strategic and 
operational planning assis-
tance. I am currently working 
with a utility that has done 
strategic work in the past, 
but the completed plans have 
usually ended up in a file and 
the outcome has felt irrelevant. 
Late last summer, the utility’s 
staff and their commission 
were about to embark on a new 
CapX plan when they got into 
a discussion regarding costs 
and how sure they were—or 
were not—about whether their 
plans would make sense over 
time. So MMUA is customizing 
a process for them that will 
gather data from stakeholders 
(ratepayers, staff, commission, 
and industry sources) so that a 
clear strategic direction can be 
discerned, obstacles identified, 
and mitigations contemplated 
proactively. With the strategic 
direction clarified and docu-
mented, we’ll then develop an 
operating plan and accountabil-
ity system to ensure relevance 
and continuous adjustment. 

 
Elsewhere in this issue of The 
Resource you will find infor-
mation about our new DUEL™ 
leadership development 
program for municipal utilities 
professionals. Within that set of 
training courses for individual 
leaders, we will offer several 
modules that can be adapted to  
help your entire team improve 
communication and solve 
problems. These modules 
include courses on constructive 
behaviors for working together, 
dealing with difficult situations, 
driving effectiveness and pro-
ductivity, problem solving—and 
others. As with the strategic 
planning, these offerings will be 
tailored to your needs, and we 
will hold the sessions in your 
community.

Around a year ago I mentioned 
in this column that I was willing 
to visit with your commission or 
council any time that might be of 
value to you. That offer remains 
open as well. As much as I love 
MMUA’s new office space, I look 
forward to seeing yours someday 
soon. 

working side by side with your 
team, and helping you make real 
progress on real work. Nobody 
has yet figured out a way to do 
mutual aid recovery without 
showing up in person either. 
Mike Willetts and the team are 
constantly looking for ways to 
improve what we bring on the 
technical side of the operation, 
and our list of onsite, on-demand 
technical and safety services 
grows every year.

Did you know there’s more? In 
addition to being at your utility 
delivering our technical and safety 
offerings—and the occasional 
afternoons when a member of 
the MMUA team is in town for a 
casual chat—we have a number  
of other valuable “house call”  
services you may find beneficial  
as a member. Let me tell you 
about them.

1. Free training for your customers’ 
workers and kudos for you. I have 
mentioned in the past that 
MMUA is the recipient of a 
2024–25 Susan Harwood Train-
ing Grant from OSHA. Through 
this program, we can offer an 
interesting and helpful session 
on chemical safety and hazard 
communication for employees 
in your town. (Check out the  
article on page 8 for more 
details.)

 
To meet the requirements of 
the grant, we have to train 
community employees, not 
just utility employees, so bring 
‘em in. The more, the merrier. 
It doesn’t matter if they work 

in small manufacturing, put 
vehicles through the car wash, 
stock grocery shelves, run a 
daycare, or deal with hair dye 
at the salon. This training is for 
them. There’s an extra hour of 
training for their supervisors 
as well. In towns where there is 
need, we will have materials in 
Spanish. 

 
The Susan Harwood grant is 
aimed at worker education, 
so the curriculum that will be 
followed has to be approved 
by OSHA. However, MMUA 
enjoys multi-tasking. So we 
plan to also take a few minutes 
as we introduce ourselves to 
provide the members of your 
community with interesting 
information about the benefits 
of having a hometown utility. 
It’s part of our strategic goal of 
helping preserve local control 
by educating our communities 
about the value of your work.

 
What’s in it for you? Your 
employees will get the training 
as well, and in front of your 
customers, your utility will be 
given all the credit for bringing 
the training to town. It’s valued 
at $500, and it will be free to 
them. All we ask of you is some 
help in inviting local businesses 
to participate and pointing us 
to a space where the training 
can take place. Should you feel 
like providing some coffee and 
crumpets (this is Minnesota  
after all), that would be a bonus. 

 
Interested? Contact your safety 

coordinator, Mike Willetts, or 
Blaine Chaulklin.

2. Free speaker for your events. When 
I was around four years old, 
I recited something from the 
second chapter of Luke at 
the Christmas Eve children’s 
pageant, and I’ve been speaking 
in public ever since. They made 
you work for your hard candy 
and shiny apples down at the 
Lutheran church in those days. 

 
Today, I am available and very 
willing to come to your com-
munity and provide content 
for your customer event, the 
Rotary Club luncheon, or the 
Ladies’ Aid Society. As a native 
Minnesotan and a bit of a 
history buff, I love researching 
our communities and tailoring 
a talk about the benefits of the 
hometown utilities model for 
each town. Early in December 
I did that in Austin—an easy 
one for me since my parents 
live there—and we had a great 
time. General manager Mark 
Nibaur remarked afterward, 
“You should do this in other 
towns,” and I thought, “He’s right.”

 
The point of this is strategic for 
you and for MMUA. The Associ-
ation is keen to carry messages 
and provide unbiased informa-
tion your ratepayers may only 
be able to “hear” from an out-
side entity. The data show that 
when people understand and 
appreciate their utility, they  
are less susceptible to selling it. 
So, if you would like a speaker 
for a community event, let us 
know. And don’t worry. If you 
just can’t abide my lame jokes,  
I can delegate.

3. Leadership consulting services. In 
addition to all the safety and 
technical consulting services 
MMUA has offered over the 
years, MMUA has rolled out 
additional assistance recently. 

W W W . M M U A . O R G

WE’VE
MOVED!
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Innovation and leadership position MRES for success
Continued from page 1

to power 1,100 homes in the 
Brookings area. Brookings Solar 
is a homegrown project. “MRES 
kicked it off internally; it was our 
boards —MRES and WMMPA—
that approved it,” says Tim. 

Through the passage of the 
Inflation Reduction Act, MRES 
is able to build Brookings Solar 
without a private partner. “With 
elective pay, we now have the 
same access to tax credits as the 
private sector,” says Tim. “With 
the Brookings Solar project, we 
will build it, we will own it, and 
we will get the tax credit for it.”

On this work, Tim discussed 
the importance of having a great 
project partner, in this case, 
Brookings Municipal Utilities.  
“A lot of it was the ability to  
facilitate the capacity needs of the  
utility themselves, the ability to 
get into their substation. We don’t  
want to have a negative impact 
on the utility or the member’s 
customers,” says Tim. “It takes 
a larger member to support a 
project of this size.”

Brookings Solar, as well as the 
in-progress Marshall Solar Plus 
project, will be completely situated  
behind the meter, meaning they 
don’t need to be on the transmis-
sion grid. This has helped MRES 
bring these projects online faster 
and more efficiently.

“The electrons from this project  
will stay on our members’ distri-
bution system. All of our member 
utilities benefit through their  
indirect ownership of the project,” 
says Tim.

MRES celebrated groundbreak-
ing for the Brookings project on 
November 6. “On the day of the 
groundbreaking, we had a great 
celebration and good weather. 
We had roughly 50 folks there 
representing the community,  
the county, and interested parties  
including state delegates from 
South Dakota and even staffers 
from our federal delegation!”  
says Tim.

The next step for the project is 
to award the project construction 
contracts. After that, site grading 
will occur, with construction 
commencing early in 2025. The 
goal right now is to commission 
in December of 2025. “As long as 
there are no disruptions to the 
supply chain, this is a fairly typi-
cal timeline for us,” says Tim.

Brookings is also being built 
with the possibility of expansion 
in mind. “We are using about half 
of the land that we purchased for 
this project. That is intentional, 
so we do have future growth  
capabilities,” Tim says. “Nothing  
is planned right now; we frequent-
ly go through our IRP (Integrated 
Resource Plan) process, factoring 
in members’ load growth and our 
current and future power supply 
resources.”

Marshall Solar Plus

Sixty miles east of Brookings, 
construction on MRES’ Marshall 
Solar Plus project in Marshall, 

Marshall’s Solar Plus solar farm. The farm is located in the north part of the city near Marshall’s City Wastewater Plant.

Continued on page 5

Minnesota, has already been 
completed. “This is our first entry 
into battery storage,” says Tim. 
The project includes a 5 MW  
battery storage facility coupled 
with 10 MW of solar generation. 

The plant is currently going 
through the testing process. 
“Right now, we are working on 
feeding energy back into the 
system. We are also conditioning 
the batteries through minimal 
charging,” says Tim. “We are  

getting it ready to produce and 
store at full capacity. It should  
be fully producing after the first 
of the year. We will probably 
have a ribbon cutting sometime 
in the spring.”

Because Marshall Solar Plus 
commenced before passage of the 
Inflation Reduction Act in 2022, 
the project is owned by Marshall 
Solar Plus LLC, whose parent 
company is US Solar. “We will 
purchase it upon completion 

from the private company that 
currently owns it, and we will 
transition to getting the tax  
credit,” says Tim.

Transmission expansions

MRES has also been an active 
participant in transmission 
expansions that are occurring 
across the region. “We are part of 
the Midcontinent Independent  
System Operator (MISO) Tranche 

1 buildout; expansion out of our 
Alex substation is part of that,” 
says Tim. “We are the majority 
owner of the Big Stone to Alexan-
dria transmission project. We are 
also owners in the second circuit 
of CapX Fargo to Minneapolis, 
and others as well.”

These transmission expan-
sions are key to being able to get 
renewable resources out to the 
customers that need them. Land-
owners, however, sometimes are 
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Innovation and leadership position MRES for success
Continued from page 4

MRES President and CEO Matthew Schull speaks at the groundbreaking for the Brookings Solar 
Project on November 6.

Scott Hain (left), general manager of Worthington Public Utilities, 2nd vice chair of the MRES 
Board and president of WMMPA, and Vernell Roberts (right), general manager of Detroit Lakes 
Public Utilities, chair of the MRES Board, and director on the WMMPA Board, tour the Marshall 
Solar Plus project.

opposed to new transmission 
lines in their neighborhood.

“It’s been mixed, no one wants 
it in their backyard,” notes Tim. 
“We are trying to be sensitive 
to impacts, as most of these are 
running through rural areas. We 
try to have the least amount of 
impact on people. There’s opposi-
tion to a certain extent, but also 
an understanding of the need. 
There is a knowledge of needing 
more transmission.”

Despite the concerns about 
transmission siting and reluctant 
acceptance of it in many cases, 
there are financial benefits for 
citizens located near transmis-
sion. “They all have some level of 
tax benefit locally for individuals 
within that footprint,” says Tim. 
“We hear about the negative, but 
we don’t always hear about the 
positive. Any property impacted 
receives payments that go to land- 
owners. It can be one-time or on-  

going payments for transmission.”

New leadership, same strategic vision

Matthew Schull joined MRES 
as president and CEO in 2023, 
replacing longtime incumbent 
Tom Heller, who led the or-
ganization for more than 30 
years. Schull’s previous role was 
as Chief Operating Officer of 
ElectriCities in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. The organization is 

a nonprofit membership orga-
nization of municipally owned 
electric utilities with a mission, 
programs, and services similar  
to MRES.

MRES works to stay laser fo-
cused on the needs of its member 
communities. “We have a stra-
tegic plan that we develop every 
year, and we are very proud of 
that,” Tim says. “We continue 
to advance the goals we have in 
place. The changing landscape 

of generation work is driving our 
strategies.”

Part of the changing nature 
of generation is MRES’ energy 
strategy. “We want to be envi-
ronmentally sensitive, so we 
take the social and the economic 
impacts into account for all of  
our projects,” Tim shares. “We 
are focused on staying the course 
and bringing the most reliable 
and affordable power to our 
membership.”
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The state needs to extend the Energy Assistance program
(This editorial was originally published in the Star Tribune on December 8, 2024.)

By Karleen Kos, Annie Levenson-Falk, Darrick Moe and Lori Schultz

Current assistance falls short of 
the need, and it’s not available at 
all during summer months.

Good news for many who 
struggle to cover winter energy 
expenses: Minnesota’s Energy 
Assistance program is open 
for the season and providing 
heating assistance to Minnesota 
households, as it has for more 
than 40 years. Unfortunately, 
available assistance will fall far 
short of the need — and it’s not 
available at all during the sum-
mer, when households are most 
likely to face utility shut-offs. 
That’s why we are calling on the 
state of Minnesota to expand the 
program.

The federally funded Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance 
Program provides vital relief 
during the winter months, 
helping families and individuals 
manage heating costs so they 

can stay safe and warm.
Roughly 500,000 Minnesota 

households are eligible for Energy 
Assistance, but only about a 
quarter of those households end 
up receiving assistance. Mean-
while, people have fallen further 
behind on their energy bills in 
recent years. Facing compounding 
pressures from inflation, the cost 
of housing and lingering effects 
of the pandemic, Minnesotans 
are now more than $100 million 
past-due to their utilities.

The consequences are real. 
More Minnesotans have had 
their gas or electric service shut 
off this year than any time in at 
least a decade. The majority of 
these shut-offs occur between 
June and September — after the 
Cold Weather Rule protections 
end, and when Energy Assistance 
is not available to help.

As our summers become hotter 
and more unpredictable, our 

state’s focus solely on heating 
leaves a dangerous gap. The 
absence of cooling assistance 
leaves thousands of Minnesotans 
— elderly people, young children 
and those with pre-existing 
medical conditions — exposed to 
severe health risks. This is more 
than an inconvenience; it is a 
public health issue.

According to the National 
Weather Service, extreme heat 
is now the deadliest weath-
er-related hazard in the United 
States, claiming more lives an-
nually than hurricanes, floods or 
tornadoes. This fact alone should 
spur urgent legislative action. 
Minnesota has already felt the 
effects of this trend, with summer 
temperatures hitting record 
highs and heat waves becoming 
more frequent and intense.

For too many families, this 
situation presents an impossible 
choice. Many have to go without 

food or medicine or take out 
predatory payday loans to keep 
the lights on.

Most states already provide 
Energy Assistance in the summer 
months — including our Mid-
west neighbors in North Dakota 
and Nebraska. It’s time for  
Minnesota to join their ranks.

That’s why our organizations 
are working together to ask 
the Minnesota Legislature to 
provide additional funding for 
Energy Assistance and to keep 
the program open through the 
summer. We’re joined by more 
than a dozen utility companies  
and advocates for various 
Minnesota communities. Our 
diverse groups represent a broad 
spectrum of Minnesotans, but we 
all agree: Everyone should have 
access to a safe, comfortable home 
year-round.

The Energy Assistance 
program has provided crucial 

support to Minnesotans for more 
than 40 years. The state should 
act now to protect its residents.

In the meantime, to find out 
more about Energy Assistance 
and apply, visit mn.gov/energ-
yassistance.

Karleen Kos is the chief executive 
officer of the Minnesota Municipal 
Utilities Association, a not-for-profit 
organization representing hometown 
utilities and their ratepayers; Annie 
Levenson-Falk is the executive  
director of the Citizens Utility Board 
of Minnesota, a nonprofit advocate 
for the state’s utility consumers;  
Lori Schultz is the executive director 
of MinnCAP, the membership  
organization for Minnesota’s 
network of 24 Community Action 
Agencies; Darrick Moe is president 
and CEO of the Minnesota Rural 
Electric Association, a not-for-profit 
trade association serving Minnesota’s 
electric cooperatives.
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suit seeking to have the winning 
DFL candidate, Curtis Johnson, 
removed for failing to reside 
withing the district. On election 
night, Johnson prevailed by 
approximately 30 points in a 
reliable DFL district. However, 
his opponent argues that Johnson 
lives in Little Canada with his 
family, and not in the studio 
apartment Johnson claims is his 
legal residency while looking for 
a new family home in Roseville. 
Should Wickstrom prevail, the 
Republicans would have a 67-66 
majority or possibly a 67-65 
majority depending on where 
things stand in the District 54A 
legal proceedings. Thus, the 
final makeup of the House could 
be 67-67 tie, or a one or two seat 
Republican majority.

Over in the Senate, Senator  
Mitchell’s trial on felony bur-
glary charges is scheduled to 
begin January 27, 2025, but 
that could change. A felony 
conviction would likely lead to 
her expulsion from the Senate. 
A conviction or plea to a lesser 
charge would leave her future 
as a senator up to her peers. 
Because she is a sitting Senator, 
and with the DFL holding only 
a 1 vote majority, a motion to 
have her removed would fail 
34-33 if Mitchell were to vote 
like she did in 2024 or fail for 
lack of a majority 33-33 tie vote. 
If a special election is held, and 
should a Republican win the 
special election, Republicans 
would seize control by a one vote 
majority, 34-33.

The bottom line is that it is 
distinctly possible the structure 
and makeup of the legislature 
when it is called to order on  
January 14, 2025, is not what 
will be in place by the time of 
mandatory adjournment on  
May 19, 2025. The only certainty 
is that the DFL trifecta is over. 
Who the Governor has to nego-
tiate a budget with is not yet 
clear and could change partway 
through the negotiations.

MMUA is a non-partisan enti-
ty and will be prepared to work 
with any and all legislators of 
any party to achieve goals  
related to our mission. The 
MMUA Board of Directors is 
scheduled to vote on MMUA’s 
legislative priorities at its 
meeting on December 10. These 
issues will be summarized in the 
next edition of The Resource.
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the official outcome to a 14-vote 
difference. 

Although the recount in 
District 54A is complete, things 
remain unsettled. During the 
recount, it was also discovered 
that 21 mailed-in ballots, 20 
uncontested ballots from one 
precinct and one contested ballot 
from a different precinct, had 
been documented as having been 
received but never tabulated. 
The working theory is that the 
election judges failed to remove 
the ballots from their privacy 
envelopes before the envelopes 
were discarded. An independent  
investigation by the city attorney’s 
office failed to locate the ballots, 
even after combing through 
rubbish at two landfills used by 
the City of Shakopee.

Given that the number of  
lost ballots exceeds the margin 
of victory, Mr. Paul has filed an  
election challenge with the courts. 
He is seeking an injunction 
against the Secretary of State 
granting an election certificate 
to Rep. Tabke, a declaration of 
vacancy in District 54A, and 
ultimately a new election within 
the district. If the injunction is 

granted, and a special election 
is ordered, the House would con-
vene on January 14, 2025, 
with a one-vote 67-66 Republican  
majority. Conceivably this means  
that Republicans would claim 
the Speaker of the House 
position and would control the 
makeup of House committees 
with the authority to assign 
more Republicans than DFL 
members to each committee. 
They would also be able to have 
only Republican chairpersons 
instead of co-chairs if this hap-
pened. However, such actions 
would draw sharp attacks from 
the DFL, as it would go against 
the committee structure agreed 
upon by DFL and Republican 
leaders while planning for the 
67-67 tie. Under that agreement,  
each committee will be co-chaired 
by one member of the DFL and 
one Republican. Each committee 
will have 14 members, 7 from 
each party. A bill would require 
at least an 8-1 vote to pass out  
of committee. 

House negotiators developed 
this sharing agreement in hopes 
of avoiding the political gaming 
that occurred in 1979, the only 

other time the Minnesota House 
has been tied 67-67. However, 
the ability to seize control may 
be tempting. After all, should 
Rep. Tabke prevail in the special 
election, the House will return to 
a 67-67 tie vote, and motions to 
reconfigure leadership roles and 
committee structures will likely 
fail on a party-line vote. Should 
Mr. Paul prevail; the Republicans 
will gain a 68-66 majority and 
legitimate claim to control lead-
ership and committees.

It is possible the judge will 
deny the injunction against 
issuing Rep. Tabke’s election 
certificate. This will likely be 
met with an attempt by House 

Republicans to refuse to seat 
him. If Rep. Tabke were to vote 
on such a motion, it would fail 
67-67 and the plans for operating 
under a tied chamber would need  
to be followed if anything is to be  
done. If he were not to be allowed  
to vote, Republicans would again 
have a 67-66 majority, at least 
until the special election is com-
pleted. In other words, things 
are complicated, and there are 
too many “what ifs” to guess 
what the circumstances will be 
the day the legislature gavels in. 

If the 54A situation is not 
enough drama, in District 40B, 
losing Republican candidate 
Paul Wickstrom has filed a law-
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From our very beginning we’ve focused on 

WHAT’S IMPORTANT... 

We are excited to announce 
MMUA has been awarded the 
2024 Susan Harwood Training 
Grant.   

This program’s purpose is to 
train employees of small busi-
nesses in communities through-
out the Midwest on chemical 
hazards and hazard communi-
cation. The training is valued at 
$500 per person and is offered at 
no cost to employees and owners 
of businesses, with an added 
training segment for supervisors.  
These training sessions will be 
scheduled through September 
2025. 

On November 7, US Cellular 
announced that it would be 
selling $1 billion in spectrum 
licenses to AT&T. US Cellular 
had previously announced 
plans to sell most of its cellular 
licenses, which included a sale 
to wireless company T-Mobile 
earlier this year.  

The AT&T deal will see US 
Cellular sell 55 percent of the 
spectrum it still owns. T-Mobile 
purchased parts of US Cellular 
in the spring of 2024 in a $4.4 
billion transaction that included 
its wireless customers, stores, 

Along with the training, 
there is an added advantage for 
MMUA member communities. 
In a short separate segment, our 
team will showcase the value 
of hometown utilities, helping 
participants better understand 
the value of local control and the 
work you do. Intended participants 
are small businesses and farms 
in your community. 

If you and your team are 
interested in hosting this train-
ing event for your community, 
please reach out to your MMUA 
Safety coordinator or contact 
us at info@mmua.org for more 
information.

and 30 percent of the spectrum 
US Cellular owned at that time.

Global emissions 
continue to rise 
(slightly) as the 
world tries to turn 
corner on carbon 

New data from the Global 
Carbon Budget, a collaborative 
effort of 100 experts based in 
the United Kingdom, has found 
that global carbon emissions 
rose 0.8 percent in 2024.

The number was a definite 
mixed bag as the world is getting 
close to stopping the growth of 
emissions but still is not drop-
ping them at the rate needed  
to prevent warming beyond the 
1.5 Celsius temperature target.

Simultaneously, the report 
found that 22 countries had  
decreased their carbon emissions 
while still continuing to grow 
their economies. These coun-
tries include developed western 
countries like Germany and the 
United States.

Researchers noted the success 
of developed countries in mark-
edly decreasing their emissions 
shows that it can be done  
successfully in other places: a 
ray of hope for climate targets 
that may seem far away in 2024.

Grant funds MMUA in bringing valuable  
training to your customers

US Cellular sells $1 billion of 
spectrum licenses to AT&T
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Some 2 million gallons of  
untreated wastewater spill in 
Sioux City

Nebraska municipal lineworker survives  
electrocution with help from his coworkers

Natural gas-oriented Initiative 2066 passes in 
Washington StateOn November 6, an unplanned 

wastewater discharge occurred 
in Sioux City, Iowa, when the 
Floyd lift station failed around 
10:00 in the morning.

Two million gallons of untreated  
wastewater went into the Bacon 
Street channel, with some 

A Grand Island, Nebraska, 
lineworker had a near-death 
experience on November 5 when 
he was electrocuted on a power 
pole in the city.

The lineworker was uncon-
scious, was not breathing, and 

A ballot initiative put forward 
in Washington State designed 
to prevent any restrictions on 
natural gas has passed with just 
over 51 percent of the vote.

The initiative, called 2066, 
was put forward by the Building 
Industry Association of Wash-
ington and was assisted by a 
conservative political committee 
called “Let’s Go Washington.” 

The affirmative vote on the 
measure will require utilities  
and local governments to 
provide natural gas to eligible 
customers and prevent approval 
of utility rate plans that end or 
restrict access to natural gas or 
make it too costly. It also would 

entering the Missouri River. The 
lift station was quickly repaired, 
and the discharge ended.

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources is currently 
monitoring the situation. There 
have been no fishkills reported 
from the spill to date.

was in the throes of cardiac arrest. 
His fellow lineworkers jumped 

into action, first doing a pole res-
cue of the man. They then began 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and gave him help with an 
automated external defibrillator. 
The man’s heartbeat had been 

remove code requirements de-
signed to get more electric heat 
pumps in newly built houses, 
apartments, and commercial 
buildings.

Matt Haley
Vice President
Frontier Energy, Inc.
mhaley@frontierenergy.com
612.598.8743

7935 Stone Creek Dr.
Suite 140

Chanhassen
MN 55317

FrontierEnergy.com

restored before first responders 
arrived on the scene. He was 
then taken to the local Grand 
Island Regional Medical Center.

The lineworkers’ training and 
quick thinking likely saved the 
life of their colleague. 

The components of the ballot 
initiative are expected to take 
effect upon the certification of 
the election on December 5.
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Transformer School

A group of attendees make sure the connection is just right.A learner makes a connection.

Attendees learned about the dangers of transformer fires.

Learners go over their job briefings before starting work on the transformers. An attendee works through a diagram.

Instructor Scott Meinecke shared how safety rules are something that should be viewed as a 
privilege, not extra work. Every safety advancement had to be fought for by people who wanted 
things to be better.

Scott shows off a rotation meter that can be bought from Amazon for $12. Low-priced meters 
like this are not UL-tested and can be dangerous to use on the worksite.

The miniature transformer banks are an excellent tool for learning about transformer  
connections.
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Stepping into Leadership

 Ten utilities professionals completed MMUA’s “Stepping into Leadership” curriculum on November 14. Graduates were 
back row (L-R): Angela Hauge, Zach David, Adam Pybas, Anthony Lance, Tim Howard, and Corey Kreutzbender. Front 
row: Dave Dahlberg, Jagger Hoffmann, Joe Nosbush, and Greg Larson. Congratulations graduates!

On November 18, the Decorah, 
Iowa City Council voted 5–1 
to hold a special election on 
March 4, 2025, that will give 
voters the opportunity to create 
a municipal electric utility in 
the city. 

Decorah, Iowa moves forward to vote on new  
municipal electric utility

In the lead up to the March 
vote, the city council also  
approved mechanisms that will 
help the city explore the logistics 
of moving to a municipal utility.

The reasons for the vote were 
familiar ones. Alliant Energy, 
the local electricity provider, 

Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory builds 
plasma stellarator for $640,000

Researchers at Princeton 
Plasma Physics Laboratory have 
turned the world of nuclear 
fusion on its head by building 
a fusion plasma reactor that 
doesn’t cost billions.

Instead, the price tag is a 
mere $640,000. 

The team got there by using 
modern innovations like 3D 
printing to make some com-
ponents. The fusion reactor 
stellarator has more than 9,000 
rare-earth magnets that help it 
create plasma from charged par-
ticles. Superheated plasma can 
create near-limitless energy with 

low levels of nuclear waste and 
fuels that are found inexpensively 
in nature.

The team is hopeful that this 
downscaling of nuclear fusion 
can allow for faster ramping-up 
of more efficient fusion reactors 
and quicker implementation of 
real-world fusion power plants.

A journal article released 
earlier this year by a team of 
researchers from three Chinese 
universities and Columbia 
University in the United States 
has found that by covering the 
world’s highways with solar 
panels, more than 60 percent  
of the world’s energy needs 
could be addressed.

The study, published in the 
journal Earth’s Future, looked 
at a scenario where the world’s 
highways would be roofed with 
solar panels. The scientists 
found that an additional benefit 
of roofing highways would be 
an 11 percent reduction in road 
accidents. Most of this reduction 
would occur due to negation of 

Researchers examine the  
possibilities of covering the 
world’s highways with solar 
panels

the weather’s effect on traffic.
However, this project would 

also entail higher costs. The 
researchers noted the levelized 
cost of energy (LCOE) for such 
an endeavor would average out 
in the range of $60-$120 per 
megawatt-hour (MWh). This 
compares somewhat favorably 
to the average global cost of 
$66/ MWh. In areas with lower 
amounts of available land, the 
local LCOE would be even more 
competitive.

In their findings, the authors 
stated that highway-based solar 
would be better for the land, 
water, ecology, and human 
well-being than other types of 
solar installations. 

has increased electric rates 
sharply in the city over the past 
several years. Council members 
emphasized the importance of 
educating the community on the 
positives of municipalization 
so that citizens can make an 
informed choice. 

Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
considers the legality of net 
neutrality 

Net neutrality rules were again 
on the docket on October 31, 
when advocates on both sides of 
the issue met for oral arguments  
before the Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals.

Net neutrality is the principle 
that internet service providers 
should treat all data on the  
internet equally, without blocking 
or slowing down the content 
based on its source. 

On one side was the telecom-
munications industry, which 
argued the government does 
not have the right to impose net 
neutrality rules on internet ser-
vice providers. On the other was 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, which argued the 
Commission could determine the 
extent of regulation to which the 
industry is subject. 

Net neutrality is again up for 
discussion due to the June 2024 
Supreme Court ruling ending 

the Chevron deference, which 
allowed federal regulators, 
as subject-matter experts, to 
set specific regulations within 
certain constraints set by legis-
lation. After the June decision, 
the matter of net neutrality and 
other government regulations, 
will more often fall under the 
purview of legislators and judges 
rather than unelected subject 
matter experts.

The courts will ultimately 
have to determine the extent of 
net neutrality. Since the matter 
is currently at the appeals court 
level, resolution will likely take 
several years. 
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Mayo Clinic gets ready for power plant  
expansion, geothermal project

Arkansas electric cooperative to spend nearly  
$1 billion to switch from coal to gas generation

Minnesota municipal utilities 
named APPA Smart Energy 
Providers Mayo Clinic is drawing closer 

to beginning its Prospect Utility 
Plant project, which is slated 
to begin in the winter of 2024–
2025.

The project will include two 
parts: the expansion of the exist-
ing Prospect Utility Plant, and 
the construction of a geothermal 
system.

The Prospect Utility Plant 
will expand by 75,500 square 
feet to better serve the needs of 
Mayo Clinic. The fuel for this 
system will be natural gas, with 
the project anticipated to come 
online in fall of 2027. 

Meanwhile, Mayo’s planned 
geothermal system will heat and 
cool two new clinical buildings. 
Mayo’s goal for the system is 

Arkansas Electric Coopera-
tive Corporation (AECC), a 
major electric cooperative in 
Arkansas serving 500,000 
customers across the state, has 
announced it will spend $850 
million to construct more than 
one gigawatt of new natural gas 
generation. 

Several Minnesota municipal 
utilities have been named 
“Smart Energy Providers” by  
the American Public Power 
Association.

The designation goes to 
utilities that have demonstrated 
a history of commitment and 
accomplishment in the areas of 

to help the clinic reduce carbon 
emissions by 10 percent at its 
main Rochester headquarters. 
This system and the new build-
ings are planned to be completed 
by 2030.

The cooperative’s new genera-
tion will consist of a 900 mega-
watt (MW) two-turbine single- 
cycle plant that will be built in 
Naples, Texas, in the northeast 
part of the state. AECC will also 
expand its Thomas B. Fitzhugh 
Generating Station in Ozark, 
Arkansas, from 170 MW to 270 
MW with the addition of two 
new units.

Mayo has some experience 
with geothermal technology, 
as they recently opened a new 
hospital in La Crosse, Wisconsin 
that also features a geothermal 
system.

The Texas plant is expected to 
reach operation in November of 
2028, with the Arkansas expan-
sion expected to reach operation 
by the end of 2025. AECC is 
retiring 1,200 MW of coal by 
2030, necessitating the new gas 
generation.

smart energy planning, energy 
efficiency, distributed energy 
resources, environmental and 
sustainability programs, and 
communication and customer 
experience. 

The designation lasts for three 
years. The following municipal 
utilities have earned this desig-
nation for 2024.

MMUA congratulates this year’s designees as well as continuing  
designees Elk River Municipal Utilities and Moorhead Public Service.

Austin Utilities

Rochester Public Utilities

Owatonna Public Utilities

City of Saint Peter  
Electric Utility
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We take pride in our work 
throughout Minnesota. 
BECAUSE WE LIVE HERE TOO.
Worthington’s New WWTF Under Construction
Worthington Public Utilities

Bolton-Menk.com

In December 2024, Los Angeles  
began construction of new 
infrastructure at the Donald 
C. Tillman Water Reclamation 
Plant in Van Nuys that will allow 
the city for the first time to  
use direct potable reuse, or 
the processing of wastewater 
directly into drinking water.

Los Angeles to join ranks of cities using  
direct potable reuse

The new “toilet to tap” facility 
will be able to make enough 
water to supply about 250,000 
people and help Los Angeles 
avoid some of the water supply 
issues resulting from increasing 
droughts in the region. Los  
Angeles used treated wastewater  
for outdoor irrigation in the past, 

Massachusetts ratepayers will likely pay $512 
million for power transmission project

On October 28, three Massa-
chusetts utilities filed a request 
with the state to pass $512 
million in additional costs for a 
new power transmission line in 
Maine on to ratepayers.

The New England Clean  
Energy Connect transmission 
line will provide clean hydropower 
from Quebec to customers in 
Massachusetts.

The total project increase in 
price from $1 billion to around 
$1.5 billion was caused by delays 
to the project as well as inflation. 
The project has been caught in 
a swirl of controversy involving 
everyone from environmentalists 
to voters, who stopped construc-
tion in November of 2021 after 
approving a law that kept the 
line from being built. Construc-
tion restarted when the law was 

found to be unconstitutional. 
The Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Energy Resources and 
the state’s attorney general 
signed on to the filing, which 
was sent to the state Depart-
ment of Utilities. The parties 
backing the filing say that 
even with the increased costs, 
consumers in the state will still 
benefit from lower future utility 
costs due to the project.

Commissioner Sullivan  
appointed Organization of 
MISO States President

Minnesota Public Utilities  
Commissioner (PUC) Joseph 
Sullivan has been named  
President of the Organization  
of MISO States (OMS). 

The organization represents 
the interests of state and local 
utility regulators in the MISO 
region, which covers 15 states. 
The goals of OMS include plan-
ning to ensure reliable electricity 
service and keeping rates  
affordable, while addressing the 
needs of decarbonization in the 

energy sector. 
In a statement, Sullivan said, 

“I’m honored to be elected as the 
incoming President of the Orga-
nization of MISO States. I am 
excited to work on some of the 
biggest issues facing our region, 
including transmission planning, 
distributed energy resources, 
and how we can affect policy.”

Sullivan has served on the 
PUC since March of 2020. He 
previously served as Vice Presi-
dent of OMS.

but this project will take that 
move a step further. 

Direct potable reuse will be 
implemented in 2027, when the 
facility is expected to be com-
pleted.
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Five governors send letter to PJM regarding  
recent capacity auction, rising electricity rates

White supremacist charged with plans to blow 
up Nashville substation

United States Geological  
Survey discovers huge lithium 
reserve in southern ArkansasOn October 25, Delaware 

Governor John Carney, Illinois 
Governor JB Pritzker, Maryland 
Governor Wes Moore, New 
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy, 
and Pennsylvania Governor Josh 
Shapiro sent a letter to PJM  
Interconnection regarding 
PJM’s recent capacity auction.

The July auction saw clearing 

On November 2, Tennessee 
resident Skyler Philippi was 
arrested when he had almost 
executed the launch of a drone 
loaded with explosives.

It appears Philippi’s intention 
was to use the drone to destroy 
an electric substation in Nash-
ville. He was caught by federal 

Research by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) and 
the Arkansas Office of the  
State Geologist has found 
enough dissolved lithium in 
southern Arkansas to “replace 
U.S. imports of lithium and 
more,” according to lead  
researcher Katherine Knierim. 

The study saw researchers for 
the first time estimate the total 
lithium present in a geological 
area called the Smackwater 
Formation, an ancient sea that 
lies under parts of Alabama, 

prices almost 10 times higher 
than occurred at the previous 
auction.

The governors noted these 
results will undoubtedly lead to 
higher rates for utility custom-
ers in their states. They also 
expressed concern with PJM’s 
capacity market construct, 
which they worry could lead to 
prices that do not accurately 

agents moments before the 
attack, an action that could have 
left thousands without power.

Philippi allegedly undertook 
the planned attack in support of 
his white supremacist ideology, 
according to a Justice Depart-
ment press release. He was 
charged with attempted use of 
a weapon of mass destruction 

Suffolk County on Long Island 
votes to raise sales tax  
for water and wastewater  
treatment projects

Voters in Suffolk County, New 
York, which comprises the east-
ern two-thirds of Long Island, 
voted on November 5 to raise 
the county’s sale tax by 1/8 of 
a penny to create funding for 
wastewater and water treat-
ment projects in the county. 

With the measure’s passage, 
a 21-person board is now able to 
recommend projects to the coun-
ty legislature, which sets county 
policy and adopts county bud-
gets. The new tax will provide 
funding for clean water projects 
through 2060.

Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas. Lithium 
in this area is present in brine: 
salty waters that form with 
underground salt deposits. 

The estimate of the total lith-
ium present was formed using 
artificial intelligence. The model 
projected that at minimum, the 
brines contain 5 million tons 
of lithium. What researchers 
must now determine is whether 
these lithium deposits can be 
extracted using today’s mining 
technologies.

reflect true supply and demand 
in the electricity market. In that 
regard, the governors offered 
several technical solutions to 
PJM they believe might fix the 
problem.

The governors also urged 
speeding up the interconnection 
process to add more capacity to 
the grid and decrease prices for 
consumers.

and attempted destruction of an 
energy facility.

Phillippi had long told 
confidential informants and 
undercover FBI employees of his 
desire to commit a violent act. If 
convicted, he faces a maximum 
sentence of life in prison.

RD8200® and RD7200® 

Your partner in damage prevention

Optimum precision
for damage prevention

For more information call: 320.274.7223
9030 64th ST NW

Annandale, MN 55302
WWW.FS3INC.BIZ

A Partner for Today and Tomorrow
NextEra Energy Marketing (NEM) is a leading U.S. energy marketer, 
responsible for managing NextEra Energy Resources’ approximate 
34 GW* of total generating capacity located in the U.S. and Canada. 
NEM is known for its wide range of innovative products and 
cost-effective, turnkey solutions utilized by municipal utilities in the 
Midwest and other regions across the U.S.

Unrivaled expertise and the backing of a parent company with 
the largest renewable portfolio in the country, NEM is the premier 
partner for public power utilities. Contact us today to learn more!

NextEraEnergyResources.com

Curt.Krempin@nexteraenergy.com

561-339-5732

Curt Krempin, Director, Origination

*As of 12/31/22 Annual Report 2022 Form 10-K

On October 29, the city of Des 
Moines saw a wastewater and 
sewage discharge into North 
Walnut Creek.

The spill occurred where pipes 
carrying wastewater intersect 
with pipes used for rainwater 
runoff, causing the combined 
discharge.

Officials contacted the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources,  
and workers began cleanup 
activities almost immediately. 
Although no dead fish have been 
seen, the DNR recommended 
that people avoid contact with 
the creek.

Des Moines  
experiences  
sewage and  
wastewater  
discharge 
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EXCEPTIONAL SOLUTIONS FOR 
INDUSTRY-LEADING ENGINES 
AND POWER SYSTEMS

Fairbanks Morse Defense offers an extensive 
portfolio of services to optimize performance, 
ensure reliability, and extend your engine’s life 
cycle — from the day it’s commissioned and for 
the many years that follow.

Contact us today    +1-800-356-6955    https://www.fairbanksmorse.com/contact

FULL SERVICE CONSULTANTS
866-  825-8895

Visit our website and find your expert today! 
www.powersystem.org

We welcome the opportunity to work with you

Power System 
Engineering

Forward-Thinking Professionals
Helping Clients Achieve Their Goals

• Economics, Rates, & Business Planning
• Energy Resources
• Utility Engineering & Operations
• Technology, Communications, & Automation
• Industrial Engineering

On October 24, San Diego  
County Supervisor Terra Lawson- 
Remer, along with other  
politicians and residents,  
submitted a petition to the  
Environmental Protection  
Agency (EPA) to designate  
parts of the Tijuana River Valley 
in southern California as a 
federal Superfund site.

The move is a rare attempt to 
use the Superfund laws, normally 
reserved for toxic waste sites, 
to remedy a sewage crisis that 
is affecting San Diego and its 
neighbor across the border,  
Tijuana. Slow repairs to waste-
water systems on both sides 
of the border, including at the 
South Bay International Waste-
water Treatment Plant, have 
caused untreated wastewater to 
reach the Pacific Ocean, exposing 
people to dangerous water and a 
foul smell.

Thankfully, even if Superfund 
status isn’t granted to the larger 
area, repairs are forthcoming 
at the South Bay International 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
On October 29, officials met to 
celebrate the coming rehabili-
tation of the plant. The rehab 
effort should stop 90 percent 
of untreated wastewater from 
reaching San Diego’s waterfront. 
The five-year project is being 
made possible through $400 
million in federal funding.

Sewage crisis in 
San Diego leads 
area to seek  
Superfund status, 
start plant repairs

A True Enterprise Experience

www.nisc.coop

national information solutions cooperative

Streamline Your Business. 
Reduce Operational Costs. Increase Efficiency. 

All With One Enterprise System.

 

 

 

 

David Logsdon 
Regional Sales Director 
(614) 284-4110 
david.logsdon@nighthawkcontrol.com 

Fort Wayne’s innovative  
microgrid comes online

On October 30, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana’s new municipal  
microgrid came online as  
Mayor Sharon Tucker flipped 
the switch.

A microgrid is a local electrical 
system that can operate inde-
pendently or in conjunction with 
a larger electrical grid.

Fort Wayne’s microgrid 
is unique for many reasons, 
including its use of solar panels 
that float on top of the city’s 
wet weather storage ponds. The 
system’s 12,000 solar panels, 
battery storage systems, biogas 

generation, and natural gas 
generation are designed to 
supply power directly to the 
city’s water and sewer plants. 
The new microgrid is estimated 
to reduce the carbon footprint 
of those facilities by 20 percent 
and provide 40 percent of the 
facilities’ power.

California Governor Newsom signs executive 
order to address the state’s rising electricity 
costs

On October 30, California  
Governor Gavin Newsom signed 
an executive order designed  
to address several areas that 
may be contributing to rising 
electricity prices in the state.

One area designated for scru-
tiny is state programs that were 
designed to do good things but 
now may be underutilized and 
thus drive up electricity costs. 
Newsom also directed the Office 
of Energy Infrastructure to look 
at wildfire mitigation programs 
as they currently exist in Cal-

ifornia and see to it that they 
are both doing their jobs and are 
efficient for ratepayers. 

Newsom ordered the state’s 
air resources board to maximize 
the California Climate Credit,  
which gives tax credits to 

taxpayers two times annually. 
The governor also expressed an 
interest in vigorously pursuing 
federal funding so these monies 
could reduce electricity costs for 
all Californians.
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For over 35 years, Avant Energy has supported municipal 
utilities and power agencies in their effort to deliver 
economic and reliable power. Avant works with its clients 
to develop innovative, yet practical solutions based on a 
simple, overarching belief that, “better is possible.” 
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24/7here for you
Being available for your members

round-the-clock has never been easier.

365

Generator manufacturer Gen-
erac is working with the United 
States Department of Energy 
(DOE) to use microgrids, i.e.,  
local electrical systems, to build 
virtual power plants (VPPs).

VPPs are systems that com-
bine different energy sources to 
create grid power. The Generac/
DOE VPPs will serve the needs 
of water utilities in California.

Generac’s efforts will likely 
use a combination of renewable 
energy, storage batteries, and 
local generation to create the 
microgrid. The VPP project will 
deliver load reductions to the 
grid and provide more resiliency 
to water infrastructure at times 
when they need power the most. 

Generac will be implementing 
its systems within California 
Water Association facilities.

Generac to build 
virtual power plants 
to support water 
utilities

Canadian electricity exports to US in 2023 fall 
to lowest level since 2010

AT&T announces $1 billion 
deal with Corning to  
expand fiber broadbandNew data out of Canada  

released in late October showed 
that electricity exports from 
Canada to the US in 2023 
dropped to their lowest levels 
since 2010.

The information came from 
the Canadian Energy Regulator, 

which licenses, supervises, regu-
lates, and enforces all applicable 
Canadian laws regarding inter-
provincial and international oil, 
gas, and electric utilities.

The drop in exports occurred 
because of droughts in the coun-
try that saw Canada prioritize 
domestic hydropower customers 

On October 28, AT&T an-
nounced a multiyear agree-
ment of more than $1 billion 
with glassmaker Corning to 
purchase fiber and cable for 
expansion of the company’s 
broadband network. AT&T said 
the deal would be compliant 
with the Biden Administration’s 
“Build America, Buy America” 
purchasing rules, which will 
make their network expansion 

fit the requirements of the 
Broadband Equity, Access, and 
Deployment Program. 

AT&T currently has 28.3 
million broadband customers 
and aims to increase that to 30 
million by the end of 2025.

over foreign ones. Low snow 
cover in the winter of 2022–2023 
resulted in less runoff to power 
Canada’s hydropower plants, 
and thus less electricity produc-
tion. Rainfall in the summer and 
fall was also at near-record lows 
in some parts of the country, 
exacerbating drought conditions.



17  The Resource, Jan 2025

ALP Utilities will once again be of-
fering its holiday light recycling 
program. From early December 
through the beginning of Febru-
ary, lights can be dropped off at 
ALP’s downtown headquarters 
so they can be recycled properly.

Blue Earth and Nicollet Counties 
celebrated 39 years of providing 
gifts to those who might not re-
ceive one through their “Holiday 
Sharing Tree” program. Cur-
rently, 900 families receive gift 
cards to help make the season 
brighter.

Caledonia is aiming to start 
operations at its new wastewa-
ter treatment plant by January 
14, 2025. Work left to complete 
is mostly electrical, and some 
painting remains to be finished 
as well.

Grand Marais and Cook County 
at large experienced two sets 
of windstorms in early and 
mid-November that brought 
heavy rain and caused outages 
across the region.

Hibbing Public Utilities has re-
ceived $3 million in Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabilitation 
funding for water infrastructure 
projects.

In early November, Lake Crystal 
was affected by a natural gas 
outage that impacted around 
600 customers. Local gas provid-
er CenterPoint Energy worked 
to quickly fix the problem. 

New townhomes are coming to 
Moose Lake after several years of 
hard work from project partners. 
Moose Lake City Administra-
tor Ellissa Owens thanked key 
stakeholders for the project, 
including the developer, city, 
economic development author-
ity, and Moose Lake Water & Light 
Commission.

A 40-foot upside-down Christ-
mas tree was installed in New 
Ulm near the historic Hermann 
Monument. The idea of the up-
side-down Christmas tree comes 
from German tradition dating 

Around

the State

back to the eighth century.  
New Ulm Public Utilities was one of 
several groups who helped to 
make the tree a reality.

On November 18, Preston ap-
proved a conditional use permit 
for the Preston Dairy and Farm 
Association to build a 68.1-kilo-
watt solar system at its property 
on the edge of town.

Preston Public Utilities’ general 
manager Jim Bakken and 
Preston City Administrator 
Ryan Throckmorton were also 
authorized to act as representa-
tives on behalf of the city to start 
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our coMMitMent is in the MiDWest:
We are thankful to be a Sponsor 

with Minnesota Municipal               
Utilities Association, and look         
forward to helping with your              

financing needs this year!

PROVIDING DIRECTION
PRODUCING RESULTS

the process for a United States 
Department of Agriculture grant 
and loan assistance program for 
the Preston wastewater treat-
ment facility project.

On November 25, the Willmar Util-
ities Commission announced they 
would be offering the position 
of Willmar Municipal Utilities 
General Manager to Jeron 
Smith, who is currently the staff 
electrical engineer for the utility. 

Worthington’s Community Im-
age Committee of FORWARD 
Worthington, Worthington 
Public Utilities, and RE/MAX 
Premier Realty are co-sponsor-
ing the city’s Holiday Lighting 
Contest this year. Judges drove 
through the city taking pic-
tures of decorated homes so the 

photos could be judged by the 
public from December 16–24. 
The winners will be announced 
on Christmas Eve, with first 
through third prize winners 
receiving a bill credit from 
Worthington Public Utilities and 
chamber checks from the Worth-
ington Chamber of Commerce.
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Wisconsin municipalities that 
implemented city transportation 
utilities are scrambling after 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
ruled in August that transpor-
tation utility fees in the state 
are unconstitutional. Cities that 
implemented transportation 
utilities are now examining how 
to address their projected street 
project budget deficits.

The saga of the Zaporizhzhia 
Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine 
continued in October when the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) reported the 
plant had lost connection to its 
only 330 kilovolt (kV) backup 
power line. The line was discon-
nected for more than 26 hours, 
leaving the plant dependent on 
a sole 750 kV line and a 150 kV 
line. Russia continues to attack 
the plant, and in December 
that country deployed drones 
that severely damaged a vehicle 
belonging to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency whose 
noncombatant crews are moni-
toring the situation on behalf of 
the global community.

On November 4, Sweden’s De-
fense Minister Pal Jonson wrote 
that the government rejected 
applications for 13 offshore wind 
farms in the Baltic Sea due to 
security concerns. A government 
analysis has found that a large 
grouping of wind turbines could 
hinder Sweden’s ability to detect 
incoming missiles.

Brazil is setting coal importation 
records as a long-lasting drought 
has left the country low on hy-
dropower generation. Brazil set 
a record for monthly imports in 
November, when they imported 
900,000 tons of thermal coal.
 
In early November, residents of 
the Haldizen Valley area in Tur-
key held a multiday vigil against 
a planned hydroelectric plant in 
Uzungöl. People kept company 
vehicles from accessing the area, 
and a fire was set at the site of 
the planned hydroelectric plant. 
Local politicians also joined the 
vigil. 

WFSB-TV in Hartford, Con-
necticut dispatched its “I-Team” 
to investigate the costs of 

Bits &
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Power Suppliers

HEADQUARTERS:
7550 Corporate Way 
Suite 100
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 cmpas.org | 888.970.8267

Training & Education

Telecommunications  
Lineworker program

 9 $63,000 Average Wage2 
 9 7 Week program

Gas Distribution  
program

 9 $66,000 Average Wage3 
 9 7 Week program

Electrical  
Lineworker Program

 9 $73,000 Average Wage1 

 9 15 Week program 

LINEMAN.EDU  |  (888) LINEWORK 
1 www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes499051.htm | 2 www.bls.gov/oes/2017/may/oes499052.htm  

3 www.bls.gov/oes/2017/may/oes472152.htm

N e w  P r o g r a m s  A v a i l a b l e

municipal power versus inves-
tor-owned utilities (IOUs) in its 
part of the state. Their report-
ing found the average electric 
bill for local municipal electric 
customers was on average 20–40 
percent less than bills at local 
IOUs.

The country of Turkey is in talks 
with the World Bank to procure 
funding for updating of the coun-
try’s electric grid. It is estimated 
the project could cost upwards of 
$28 billion.

On November 16, the United 
States Department of State 
announced the US will help 
Ukraine decarbonize its steel 
industry by building small 
modular reactors in the country 
using existing infrastructure.

On November 18, the City of 
Cherokee in northwest Iowa 
received permission from the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources to discharge up to 2 
million gallons daily of par-
tially treated wastewater into 
the Little Sioux River from the 
community’s wastewater treat-
ment plant. The discharge plan 
allows for discharge for 25 days 
or until the plant’s equalization 
lagoons are lowered to a safe 
level. The wastewater plant has 
been out of action since June 
2024 due to flooding. The goal 
of the discharge is to lower the 
levels of the equalization lagoons 
and protect the remaining plant 
infrastructure.

On November 19, a Russian 
government commission met 
to consider creating cryptocur-
rency mining restrictions for 
13 regions of the country. The 
planned restrictions are for ar-
eas of the country where mining 
activities may create energy 
shortages during times of peak 
energy demand. It is likely re-
strictions will be in place in the 
regions during the autumn-win-
ter heating season until 2031.

The Washington Post reported 
on November 22 that the Biden 
Administration is working hard 
to allocate $46 billion in federal 
funds to fund the major energy 
and infrastructure bills passed 
during Biden’s time in office. 
Some $303 billion in remaining 
funds cannot be directed until 
Donald Trump takes office on 
January 20.

Equipment and Supplies

Quality products and superior service from one of the 
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Generation Services and Equipment

“Servicing everything
inside the substation fence”

Servicing You Locally in Minnesota
with NETA Accredited Technicians

energisinc.com
800.928.6960

FULL LIFE CYCLE  
SOLUTIONS 
Fairbanks Morse offers engine and power system 
optimization, extension, and customization 
options. Visit us online to view our extensive 
power solutions.

+1-800-356-6955
https://www.fairbanksmorse.com/service-solutions
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Upcoming events

For more information, see the Events Calendar at www.mmua.org or call MMUA at 763-551-1230.

MMUA Cyber and  
Fiscal Security Threats  
and Preparation  
Regional Workshops 

January 21—MMUA office,  
 St. Louis Park 
January 22—New Ulm
January 23—Brainerd 

Minnesota cities and local utility com-
panies face an imposing array of cyber 
risks that are very real and increasing by 
the day. The cyber adversary may be a 
prankster, disgruntled current or former 
employee, hacker, or something much 
worse. 

Meter School and  
Pre-Conference 

February 4–7
MMUA Training Center
Marshall

Meter School is a once-a-year opportunity to 
obtain hands-on technical electric metering 
training. There are two course options,  
Beginner/intermediate and Advanced, to 
allow participants to progress at a pace to 
fit their motivation and abilities. There is a 
pre-conference workshop held in conjunc-
tion with the school. Register online at 
mmua.org/events/meter-2025/register.

Legislative Conference

January 28–29
DoubleTree by Hilton  
Saint Paul Downtown

MMUA’s Legislative Conference is one of 
the municipal utility community’s primary 
opportunities to inform and influence state 
lawmakers. This year’s event will occur near 
the start of the session. It is prime time for 
getting ahead of the push for final com-
mittee action and to lobby for a bonding 
bill adequate to meet utility infrastructure 
needs.
 
The conference will include engaging pre-
sentations from a diverse array of industry 
and legal experts. Topics will cover a variety 
of local government issues, MMUA’s admin-
istrative and legislative priorities, and more.
 
Check the event page on MMUA’s website 
for additional details.

2025 Meeting and Training Calendar National 
events  
to noteCyber and Fiscal Security Threats  

and Preparation  
January 21—MMUA Office 
January 22—New Ulm  
January 23—Brainerd

Legislative Conference  
January 28–29  
DoubleTree Hotel  
St. Paul

Meter School and Pre-conference 
Workshop
February 4–7
MMUA Training Center

Emergency Preparedness and  
Restoration Conference  
February 19–20
Holiday Inn 
St. Cloud

Like all businesses, public power and other 
hometown utilities are potentially exposed 
to data breaches involving personal  
information of employees, customers,  
and vendors. However, utilities face an  
even greater risk when they are exposed  
to cyber espionage, cyber extortion, and  
cyber attacks consisting of the manipula-
tion or destruction of utility control systems 
and the equipment they operate and rely 
on.

Join MMUA and a host of experts who will  
offer valuable insights that can help you 
identify and mitigate these imposing threats 
to protect your vital systems, infrastructure, 
and reputation. Check the event page on 
MMUA’s website for additional details.

Substation School
March 11–13  
Elk River

Electrical Skill Training for Water/
Wastewater Operators  
March 19–20
MMUA Training Center

Generation School  
April 15–17  
Glencoe

Underground School
May 6–9
MMUA Training Center

Competent Person Excavation Safety 
Workshop
May 20–21
MMUA Training Center

MMUA calendar subject to change.

APPA Legislative Rally  
February 24–26  
Mayflower Hotel
Washington, D.C.

Public Power Lineworkers Rodeo  
March 29
Roseville, CA

APPA Engineering & Operations 
Conference  
March 30–April 2
Sacramento, CA

APPA National Conference  
June 6–11
New Orleans, LA

Minnesota Public Power Walleye 
Tournament  
May 31
Rush Lake
Otter Tail

Cross Training
August 5–7
MMUA Training Center

Summer Conference
August 18–20
Kahler Grand Hotel
Rochester

Minnesota Lineworkers Rodeo
September 9
MMUA Training Center

Overhead School  
September 9–12  
MMUA Training Center

Gas School
October 7–9
MMUA Training Center

Technical & Operations Conference
December 9–11  
Holiday Inn
St. Cloud

Transformer School  
December 15–18  
MMUA Training Center


