
 

   

2026 Legislative Session MCPA Update 
Week of March 2 

Overview 

This week marked the halfway point between the start of the 2026 Legislative Session and the joint first 

and second committee deadline for policy legislation on March 27 at 5 p.m. The next three weeks leading 

up to that deadline will be a mad dash for legislators and Capitol stakeholders to move policy-only bills, 

with no fiscal components, through all committees of jurisdiction in order for the bill to remain viable for 

the remainder of the session. The deadline for legislation with a fiscal component is April 17 at 5 p.m. 

 

Between these deadlines, legislators will observe two legislative breaks for holidays—one for Eid and 

another for Easter and Passover. The first break will be a one-day recess on Thursday, March 19, and the 

second will run from March 27 (following the 5 p.m. deadline) through April 7. 

 

This week there were several high-profile policy debates that drew attention as committees continued 

working toward upcoming bill deadlines. Lawmakers held hearings on the implementation of Minnesota’s 

new paid family and medical leave program, with state officials reporting that the system is operating 

largely as expected since launching in January. Legislators also debated potential regulations for self-

driving vehicles as companies like Waymo explore operating in the state.  

 

Committees of Interest 

House Judiciary and Civil Law Committee 

On Tuesday, H.F. 3661 (Gomez) was heard in the House Judiciary and Civil Law Committee. The proposed 

bill would prohibit government entities from acquiring or using facial recognition technology. During the 

hearing, the committee adopted the A1 amendment, which modified the bill’s definition of face 

surveillance. Testimony included both support and opposition. Chad Marlow of the ACLU and Chris 

Weiland of Restore the Fourth Amendment spoke in support of the bill, citing concerns about civil 

liberties and privacy. Major Spenser Bakke of the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office testified in opposition, 

explaining that the office’s facial recognition system is used only after an investigation has begun and 

solely to compare still images, not for positive identification. He noted that any results generated by the 

system are reviewed by trained personnel before being considered in an investigation. 

 

Committee members engaged in an extended discussion about the balance between privacy protections 

and law enforcement needs. Legislators expressed concern about implementing a blanket ban on a 

technology that could evolve in the future, suggesting that a more targeted regulatory approach might be 

more appropriate. Broader concerns were also raised by members of the committee about how facial 

recognition could be used by government entities, particularly at the federal level, arguing that the risks 

may outweigh the benefits. Both parties agreed that guardrails are needed but suggested the bill may be 

premature until a more workable framework is developed. Ultimately, the bill did not pass through the 

committee and will not move on to the next committee stop. 

 

 

House Public Safety Committee 

For the committee’s first hearing of the week, they heard H.F. 3405 (Moller) that would require the BCA’s 

Use of Force Investigations Unit to investigate officer-involved deaths that result from a federal agent’s 

use of force. The legislation is authored by the Public Safety Committee Democratic Co-Chair Kelly Moller, 

https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3661&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/docs/_ZjnXbKA2EW1DpCQIFicRQ.pdf
https://www.house.mn.gov/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3405&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0


 

 2 

and comes in response to the killings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti in January during Operation Metro 

Surge, when Minnesota’s state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension office was denied access to the scenes to 

collect evidence. The bill did not advance to the next committee, failing on a party line vote. 

 

On Wednesday, March 4th, the House Public Safety Committee heard H.F. 962 (Novotny), which seeks to 

develop due process for an officer or police agency to contest a county attorney’s designation of Brady-

Giglio material. The bill received testimony from Minnesota Police and Peace Officers Association, Law 

Enforcement Labor Services, Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association, Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, and 

the Minnesota County Attorney’s Association.  

 

Testimony from each group reflected general support for establishing a clearer and more consistent 

process, while all the stakeholder groups noted some areas of the bill need further work. In particular, 

issues related to data sharing, security, retention, and access still need refinement, though negotiations 

have demonstrated good-faith progress as reflected in the DE3 amendment. The bill, as amended, passed 

out of the committee with bi-partisan support and has been referred to the Judiciary Finance and Civil 

Law Committee. Law enforcement groups and the county attorneys will continue to meet and work to 

resolve remaining areas of contention in the proposed bill. 

 

Another bill of interest to the Association that the committee heard was H.F. 3762 (Witte), a bill that would 

authorize chiefs of police and sheriffs to open certain expunged records to determine eligibility to 

purchase, receive, or carry a firearm. The bill received support from the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association 

and from members on both sides of the aisle. The bill passed out of the committee and has been referred 

to the General Register to be taken up on the House Floor for final passage. 

 

Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee 

This week the committee heard legislation pertaining to the Human Rights Act, legislation from the 

Minnesota Judiciary Branch, and a bill that would modify and require certain property taxes proceedings 

on data protection. 

• MJB-Policy-language.pdf 

• MJB-Budget-language.pdf 

 

Next week, the committee will start the week by hearing S.F. 1120 (Maye Quade), that seeks to prohibit 

government entities from requesting or obtaining reverse-location information. The MCPA plans to testify 

on the bill and share our concerns with the bill language as it is currently written. There is recognition to 

the Legislature’s commitment to protecting individual privacy and civil liberties; however, as drafted, this 

bill would impose an outright prohibition on investigative tools that are lawful, court supervised and, in 

many cases, critical to solving serious crimes and protecting public safety. 

 

 

The Week Ahead 

The following committees of interest have released agendas with legislation relevant to MCPA legislation 

priorities. 

 

Monday 

Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee 

Agenda: 

https://www.house.mn.gov/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF962&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.mn.gov/comm/docs/3EnynuQTPEmC0NffC3pmFg.pdf
https://www.house.mn.gov/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3762&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.senate.mn/committees/2025-2026/3128_Committee_on_Judiciary_and_Public_Safety/MJB-Policy-language.pdf
https://www.senate.mn/committees/2025-2026/3128_Committee_on_Judiciary_and_Public_Safety/MJB-Budget-language.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/1120/versions/latest/
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• S.F. 1120 (Maye Quade): Government entities prohibition from requesting or obtaining reverse-

location information 

• S.F. 1856 (Maye Quade): Usage of artificial intelligence in the utilization review process prohibition 

provision 

• S.F. 1857 (Maye Quade): Minor access to chatbots for recreational purposes by persons 

prohibition provision 

• S.F. 1886 (Maye Quade): Individual communication with artificial intelligence disclosure 

requirement provision 

• S.F. 3098 (Maye Quade): Prohibition from using artificial intelligence to dynamically set product 

prices 

• MN for Open Government AI Regulation Presentation 

• Overview of AI Policies: Jarrett Catlin, State AI Policy Advisor, TechNet 

 

Tuesday 

House Public Safety Committee 

Democratic Co-Chair Kelly Moller will hold the gavel 

Agenda: 

• H.F. 3465 (Liebling) Enhanced penalties for theft from a vulnerable adult established. 

• H.F. 3782 (Moller) Disclosure of chemical irritants used in certain buildings required. 

• H.F. XXXX (Moller) Enforcement of judicially ordered firearm restrictions in domestic violence 

cases  

o A bill number will be updated upon introduction next week  

• H.F. 391 (Scott) Enforcement of judicially ordered firearms restrictions provided for abusing 

parties. 

• H.F. 3946 (Moller) Definition of domestic abuse modified for purposes of obtaining an order for 

protection, law enforcement agencies required to report information in domestic abuse cases, 

authorizing certain arrests for suspected nonfelony domestic abuse, other domestic abuse 

provisions modified, and money appropriated. 

• H.F. 2976 (Hollins) Mitigated departures provided for certain offenders who have been victims, 

presentence investigation reports required to include certain information, certain offenders who 

have been victims allowed to apply for a pardon or for clemency, and Minnesota Sentencing 

Guidelines Commission directed to include an additional mitigating factor. 

• H.F. 3350 (Pinto) Lifetime firearms ban on persons who are convicted of certain misdemeanor and 

gross misdemeanor domestic assault offenses established. 

 

Wednesday 

Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee 

Agenda: 

• S.F. 3805 (Latz) Crime Victims tax donation checkoff authorization 

• S.F. 3871 (Oumou Verbeten) Judge requirement to inquire whether victim has been notified of 

plea and sentencing hearings 

• S.F. 3872 (Oumou Verbeten) Research data protection provision for data on individuals 

• S.F. 3907 (Gustafson) Remedy establishment to extinguish a joint interest contract for deed of a 

perpetrator of domestic abuse or sexual assault 

• S.F. 3938 (Lang) Trafficking and sexual exploitation prevention services for youth appropriation 

• S.F. 3851(Boldon) Court permission to stay certain writs of recovery for up to 15 days 

• S.F. 4145 (Clark) Landlords prohibition from listing the name of a minor child of a tenant in a lease 

or eviction complaint 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/1120/versions/latest/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/1856/versions/latest/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/1857/versions/latest/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/1886/versions/latest/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2025/0/SF/3098/versions/latest/
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3465&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3782&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/docs/BDPhYk8LPkKRcoEkvgATiQ.pdf
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF391&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3946&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF2976&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3350&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3805&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3871&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3872&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3907&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3938&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF3851&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&number=SF4145&session=ls94&session_year=&session_number=0
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House Public Safety Committee 

Republican Co-Chair Paul Novotny will hold the gavel 

Agenda: 

• H.F. 3489 (Bennett) Field trip policy established, reporting to licensing boards required, and 

criminal offense of grooming established. Note: The Committee will only consider the sections in 

the bill (Sections 3, 6, 8, 9, and 10) that are in the Public Safety Committee’s jurisdiction. 

• H.F. 3990 (Novotny) Provisions for employment or occupation due to conviction of a crime 

changed. 

• H.F. 3825 (Repinski) Judge required to inquire whether victim has been notified of plea and 

sentencing hearings, victim protected from identification in prosecutor's petition for sentence 

adjustment, victim notification of defendant eligibility for automatic expungement expanded, and 

other crime victim provisions modified. 

• H.F. 3826 (Witte) Definition of identity modified for purposes of identity theft crime, authority of 

financial crimes and fraud section of Bureau of Criminal Apprehension expanded, changes to 

administrative subpoenas made, and statutes of limitation altered. 

• H.F. 3827 (Duran) Grants from Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to local law enforcement clarified 

as reimbursements, law related to recording of crimes updated, process for determining how 

certain criminal records are ineligible for sealing established, and court required to provide order 

for protection for access by law enforcement. 

• H.F. 3822 (Hudson) Penalty for misconduct of public officer or employee enhanced. 

https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3489&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3990&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3825&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3826&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3827&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF3822&ls_year=94&session_year=2025&session_number=0

