
 

Minnesota driver’s licenses and IDs upgraded UV ink  
The Department of Public Safety’s Driver and Vehicle Services (DVS) division upgraded the 
UV ink used on standard, enhanced and REAL driver’s licenses and identification (ID) 
cards. This effects new and renewal credentials as they are issued. 

What to expect 
You can expect the image to be: 

• A clearer and sharper image of the license 
holder 

• A slightly different quality and color based on 
the device scanners and readers used 

• More variable using a black light method  

• A yellow-green color rather than blue-green 

Licenses and ID cards using the old and new ink are both acceptable.  

How to determine card type 
• A standard card has “Not for federal identification” printed on it. 
• An enhanced card has a flag and a star.  
• A REAL ID card has a star. 

Questions 
Contact DVS: DL.ID.concerns.DPS@state.mn.us. 
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