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On Monday, April 8, CCCGA welcomed Karen 
Cahill to the staff as our new deputy executive 
director. Some of you may know her as the Cran-
berry Marketing Committee’s former director of 
marketing. With CMC closing, Karen is grateful for 
the opportunity to remain in the cranberry industry 
and continue to support Massachusetts growers.   

The youngest of seven children, Karen grew up 
on the south shore of Massachusetts, attended 
college in Virginia, spent a few years in Georgia 
and now resides in Rhode Island. At the Universi-
ty of Richmond, she studied journalism and      
philosophy, was an award-winning writer and    
editor for the school’s weekly newspaper, and 
played on the women’s club rugby and ultimate 
Frisbee teams.   

With more than 20 years of experience in strategic 
marketing, branding, and communications, Karen 
has helped various organizations enhance their 
images, reputations, and relationships with target 
markets. She has a proven record of delivering 
high-impact campaigns that generate strong     
return on investment and customer loyalty, as 
demonstrated by her work with the Cranberry 
Marketing Committee during the last 9 years.   

At CCCGA, Karen’s focus will be on building out 
and implementing the strategic communications 
plan, including informing and engaging residents, 
students, visitors, organizations, businesses and 
local governments with positive Massachusetts 
cranberries messaging.   

Outside of work, Karen’s arthritis-riddled body  
enjoys low-impact activities like biking, kayaking, 
and golfing. She is an avid Boston sports fan and 
enjoys traveling as frequently as possible. Along 
with Karen comes CCCGA’s new office dog, Molly 
(see page 28).    

WELCOME KAREN 
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Mission Statement: 
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CHANGING ON THE FLY 

BY: BRIAN WICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

The calendar turning to April brought CCCGA 
the good news of having Karen Cahill join us. 
You’ve probably read the article on the front 
page, detailing her background and plans for 
CCCGA. It’s great to have her onboard and 
she has jumped right in, like she’s been here 
for years. We welcome her enthusiasm and 
new ideas and are excited for what’s to come. 
If you haven’t met her yet, stop by the office 
and say “Hello”!  
 
CCCGA recently received a Northeast Risk 
Management Education grant on farm succes-
sion planning. In the near future, we will be 
holding a workshop that covers a swath of in-
formation related to future planning. This will 
include financial planning, estate planning,   
insurance considerations, and bog restoration 
options. There will be further outreach and   
education as provided in the grant and a       
robust grower survey to accompany the effort. 
 
The Farmland Valuation Advisory Commission 
has released the Chapter 61A values for FY25. 
Elsewhere in this newsletter is a chart with the 
rates. Unfortunately, the values went up 8.9% 
for cranberries, which is consistent with the 
rates for other sectors of agriculture. I took part 
in the deliberations, providing the committee 
with insights and discussion on the industry. 
 
Work has started on the Cranberry Educational 
Center Feasibility and Design Grant. This     
project will evaluate different locations to deter-
mine if they may be viable to host this center. 
While site evaluation is going on, a business 
plan will be developed to determine if the    
center is financially sound. If all goes well, an 
architectural drawing of the center will be    
completed. At the conclusion of the project, if 
the business and feasibility plan are viable, 
one site will be identified and plans drawn. This 
will take many months to complete. Farm Crit 
East is leading the business plan portion of the 
project; Beals & Thomas will be looking at site 
plans, zoning, etc.; and Saltonstall Architects 
will be the architects for the project. 
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Remember, another round of Bog renovation 
grants have been announced. The per acre 
rate is again $25,000 with an individual cap of 
$125,000. Applications are due May 24 at 4:00 
PM. The “bog blurbs” part of this newsletter 
has a link for more information. Good luck to all 
those that apply. We thank the MA Department 
of Agricultural Resources and the Healey-
Driscoll administration for their continued    
support of our growers and industry. 

 



 

 

 

Grower Contact: Jonathan Ashley                    

Senior Manager Grower Relations                                                      

jonathan.ashley@refresco.com 

 



 

 



Peter Beaton: peter@beatonscgs.com       

Rob Rubini: Rob@beatonscgs.com             

 

 

 

 

200 Merrimac Drive                                                                       

Woburn, MA  01801 

www.cn-wood.com 

 

DAN ROTT     

        781-315-1680 

drott@cn-wood.com 

 

 

P.A. Landers, Inc. 

Serving Eastern Massachusetts Since 1978 

 

PREMIUM BOG SAND                                                  

HANOVER ·PLYMOUTH · FORESTDALE 

BOG CONSTRUCTION · MATERIAL DELIVERY · EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

508-660-6404  · 781-826-8818  

Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM · Saturday 7AM - 12PM 

MEETING THE NEEDS OF GROWERS EVERY SEASON OF THE YEAR 
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IN MEMORIAM 

REMEMBERING OUR CCCGA MEMBERS AND FAMILIES 
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Karen K. Barnes, 74, passed at home on March 20th. 

Karen was a nurse with a special devotion to Hospice 

care. Throughout her career, she volunteered at the 

Salvation Army, Booth Home and many other organiza-

tions. She was also the Director of the Carver VNA. Her 

passion for caring for others was her whole life.  

She and her husband were the owners of Blue Heron 

Farms in Plympton and a major part of CCCGA for 

many years.  Building strong relationships with other 

growers , hosting elected officials to Legislative Break-

fast to educate the about farming needs. 

Later she “retired” to Newport and Santa Fe volunteer-

ing to raise money to educate all children.  

Karen leaves her loving husband,  Wayne of 53 years. 

She also leaves  her children Jules, and Erik, their 

spouses and her grandchildren. 

Karen loved songs, sunsets, meals and hugs. She 

loved hard, welcoming and honoring everyone. She will 

truly be missed. 

The service for Karen is Saturday, May 4 at 

Kempenaar’s Clambake Club, 323 Valley Road, Mid-

dletown, RI.  The wake is at 11:00, the service is 11:30 

and the clambake  at 1:00. All are welcome.  
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Chapter 61A Land Use Values Release 

The Farmland Valuation Advisory Commission (FVAC) has released the land use values for Chapter 61A and 
related, for fiscal year 2025. For cranberries, the values have increased 8.9% from a year ago. This is       
consistent with the other sectors of ag land values, which saw an increase of 8.8% and an increase of 9.7% 
for nonproductive land. As always, be sure that your individual bogs are being placed in the correct yield    
category as there are 5 different bands of cranberry production values. Some towns may default to the      
highest yield category. Providing the most accurate data when submitting your annual Ch. 61A applications 
may help eliminate this from occurring. 



 AG DAY AT THE STATEHOUSE 

Left to right:                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Alex Manchester, Jake Arnold , Justin Ward, Eric Weston, Senator Edward Markey and Brian Wick 

(not pictured Steve Ward & John Mason) 

Excerpt from CCCGA’s press release: Massachusetts Cranberries participated in Massachusetts Agriculture 
Day, declared the 2024 official celebration of the Commonwealth by MA Governor Maura Healey, marked on 
Tuesday, April 3, at the Massachusetts State House. The event, organized by the Massachusetts Farm Bu-
reau Federation and MA Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR), honored the      agricultural industry 
by gathering farmers, producers, and commodity groups from across the state demonstrating the rich diversi-
ty of Commonwealth-grown products. Legislators and officials sampled local foods and learned about the 
challenges that farmers face in the current marketplace. 

Massachusetts is the founder of the cultivation of cranberries, initiated on Cape Cod in 1816, serving as the 

second largest cranberry growing region in the country. The Commonwealth produces approximately 23% of 

the annual national crop. “‘Ag Day’ is a tradition that showcases, to the State House and beyond, the rich and 

diverse agricultural community that is vital to the fabric of Massachusetts,” shares Massachusetts Cranber-

ries Executive Director Brian Wick. “Massachusetts Cranberries is proud to be part of this agricultural legacy 

and is thankful for the support of our legislative and state leaders.” Leaders from the nonprofit stood united 

with other agricultural sector representatives including Massachusetts Dairy Farmers, Massachusetts Nurse-

ry and Landscape Association, New England Vegetable and Berry Growers’ Association, Massachusetts    

Aquaculture Association, Massachusetts Cheese Guild, Massachusetts Maple Producers Association,      

Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association, Buy Local organizations, Massachusetts 4-H, Massachusetts 

Beekeepers Association, and many more. 

 Continued on next page: 



Continued from previous page 

Massachusetts Cranberries leadership spent the day meeting with MA legislators, visiting the office of House 
Speaker Ronald Mariano, Senate Joint Committee on Ways and Means Chair Mike Rodrigues, House Ways 
and Means Chair Aaron Michlewitz, Chair of the Joint Committee on Agriculture Paul Schmid, Acting Senate 
Chair of the Joint Committee on Agriculture Joanne Comerford, the staff of Senate President Karen Spilka, 
and spoke with Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Rebecca Tepper, MDAR Commissioner Ashley 
Randle, Senator Ed Markey, and Representative William Straus, among many others. Massachusetts      
Cranberries attendees handed out samples of sweetened dried cranberries, 100% cranberry juice and      
cranberry juice cocktail, while they discussed challenges and opportunities in the cranberry industry and inter-
acted with other commodity groups. 

During the celebration, Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll announced more than $3 million in grants to support 

Massachusetts farmers through programs that improve composting efforts, food safety, cranberry bog        

restoration, stewardship, and business planning. MDAR Commissioner Randle also gathered 12 inaugural 

high school seniors as members of the newly formed Massachusetts Agricultural Youth Council. The Council 

plans to cultivate and foster the next generation of leaders in the agriculture industry in Massachusetts. 

 

(L and R) Massachusetts Cranberries table at Massachusetts Agriculture Day drew many public officials 

and inquisitive visitors, all in support of the industry.  



 

For All Your 

Chemical, Fertilizer, 

& Nutritional Needs 
 

 

It’s time to get ready for 

Spring Herbicide and                    

Early Season                                              

Fertilizer  Applications 

Profit from our Experience 

Jeff Utley                   
Operations Manager  

(508) 866-4429 
96 Forest St • N. Carver, MA  02330 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ffaconvention.com%2F2012%2F10%2F26%2Fdiversified-crop-production-placement%2F&ei=48plVf_QO8n7sAXwz4DoDw&bvm=bv.93990622,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNG3a
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UPDATES FROM THE CMC 

BY: KAREN CAHILL 

As of April 1, the CMC’s website (www.uscranberries.com) and all social media accounts 
(@uscranberries) are now owned and operated by the Cranberry Institute. 

http://www.uscranberries.com




 

Thank you to our 2024                     

PESTICIDE WORKSHOP sponsors 

 



HARVESTING THE PAST….                                                                                                                           

A HISTORICAL LOOK AT THE CRANBERRY INDUSTRY 

BY: BONNIE SOULE 

In 1935, the upper and lower Cape Cranberry 

Clubs were organized. They met in the evening 

and began with supper to allow for socializing 

time and then they moved to an education      

program. “These meetings were so popular that 

many of the growers came down from Plymouth 

County, and shortly thereafter, Cranberry Clubs 

were formed in that area.” From there the idea 

caught on and soon there were Cranberry Clubs 

in New Jersey, Washington and Oregon as well. 

What Mr. Tomlinson had expected to last for five 

or ten years, was still going strong 24 years later 

when he retired in 1959. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading about the begin-

nings of the Cranberry Clubs. I’ll be back again 

soon harvesting more of the cranberry industry 

from days gone by! 

All images and archival text printed with permis-

sion from “Cranberries/Fruit Growers News” 

This month we jump back in time to 1959, the year 

Bert Tomlinson retired from his position as county 

agent of Barnstable County Extension Service. 

You may ask “Why?” or “Who was he to cranber-

ries?”. Well, Bert was the first to start up local  

cranberry clubs on the Cape.  The target goal was 

the growers in Barnstable County. But let’s back up 

and see why. 

Back in the late 1920s and early 1930s, the meet-

ings of the Cape Cod Cranberry Growers Associa-

tion were going strong, but Bert noticed that very 

few growers from Barnstable County would attend. 

So to “try to stimulate their interest in cranberries” 

he came up with the idea of having local meetings 

on the cape. He worked with local growers, and 

they developed the idea of organizing local cran-

berry clubs.  

 

 CHIP MATHEWS                                                                         

Director of Purchasing                                                           

P: (856) 455-1000, 7295                                                                   

C: (410) 361-1310                                                                                    

chipmathews@lassonde.com 

KATHLEEN PATTERSON                                                                   

Plant Manager                                                                         

P: (508) 866-4788, 15                                                                                         

kathleen.patterson@lassonde.com 

QUALITY PRODUCTS GROWN BY INNOVATIVE THINKERS 

 

Servicing                                      

Diesel and Gasoline                   

Engines                                     

On Sight Repairs 

Bill Alger                                     

317 Elm Street                           

Kingston, MA 02364                   

Cell: 617-688-6961 

Bill’s tractor repair 

 



 

BLOGS AND BLURBS    

 

Continued on next page: 

 

Bog Renovation Tax Credit Update 

Tom Anderson, program manager of the Cranberry Bog Renovation Tax Credit program, has provided 
an update. He said that applications are still being accepted for renovation projects from calendar years 
2024 and 2023. 2022 may still be accepted but you should call him first to discuss. He is working on 
credits from qualified 2023 applications since tax season is happening now. He’s trying to work through 
as many of those as possible and then will be returning to any outstanding applications from previous 
tax years. Tom can be reached at thomas.anderson@state.ma.us or (617) 519-4587.  

 

After 2024, the bog renovation tax credit program will expire. CCCGA is working to extend the program, 
which will take a legislative effort. We’ll have more news on the success of this initiative in the coming 
months. 

 

NRCS Program Deadlines Announced 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance       
Program (AMA) application ranking cutoff date is May 10, 2024. 

 

Cranberry Bog Renovation Grant Program  

The Cranberry Bog Renovation Grant Program is a reimbursement grant program for the implementation 
of bog renovations that promote more efficient bogs both in design and production while enhancing the 
business and environmental sustainability of the cranberry operation.  

Awards are limited to $25,000 per acre up to a maximum of $125,000. 

Applications are due by 4PM on Friday, May 24th, 2024 

Website: Cranberry Bog Renovation Grant Program | Mass.gov 

Contact: Laura Maul at Laura.Maul@mass.gov or (857) 507-5972  

 

 

Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Program (AFSIP)  

The Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Program (AFSIP) is a reimbursement grant program that sup-
ports produce and aquaculture operations that are looking to improve their food safety practices that work 
towards minimizing the risks of microbial contamination and food-borne illnesses while increasing market 
access.  

Participants selected for funding are provided with reimbursement grants for 80% of total project costs up 
to$50,000.  

Applications are due by 4PM on Friday, May 24th, 2024 

Website: Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Program | Mass.gov 

Contact: Laura Maul at Laura.Maul@mass.gov or (857) 507-5972 

mailto:thomas.anderson@state.ma.us
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ama-agricultural-management-assistance
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ama-agricultural-management-assistance
https://mass.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0656e10435e1a0d6d9a580ee7&id=85a1c27ddd&e=2ffc11553b
mailto:Laura.Maul@mass.gov
https://mass.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0656e10435e1a0d6d9a580ee7&id=f0000b03eb&e=2ffc11553b
mailto:Laura.Maul@mass.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from previous page: 

BLOGS AND BLURBS CONTINUED  

 

Climate Smart Agriculture Program (CSAP)  

The Climate Smart Agriculture Program links MDAR's water, energy and climate grants together into one applica-
tion. This includes the Agricultural Climate Resiliency & Efficiencies (ACRE) Program, the Agricultural Environmen-
tal         Enhancement Program (AEEP), and the Agricultural Energy Grant Program (ENER). This program contin-
ues the goals of the three individual grants by implementing projects that help the agricultural sector adapt to     
climate change, mitigate climate change, reducing or preventing impacts to natural resources that may result from 
agricultural practices, and that improve energy efficiency and facilitate adoption of alternative clean energy technol-
ogies. 

The CSAP grant is broken into two sections. Section I: Environmentis for environmental projects such as soil 
health,   water use efficiency, orother projects working towards reducing or limiting greenhouse gas emis-
sions.Section II: Energy is Ag-Energy projects to improve energy efficiency or tofacilitate clean energy adoption.  

Applicants can apply to either or both sections.  

Participants selected for funding under either section are provided with reimbursement grants for 80% of total pro-
ject costs up to$50,000.  

Applications are due by 4PM on Friday, May 31st, 2024 

Website: Climate Smart for Agriculture Program | Mass.gov 

Contact: 

Section I: Environment - Laura Maul at Laura.Maul@mass.gov or (857) 507-5972 

Section II: Energy - Gerry Palano at Gerald.Palano@mass.gov or (617) 571-4969 

Attention Middleboro Residents                                                                                  
Join the Agricultural Commission! 

 

The Select Board is seeking applicants for several open seats on the Agricultural Commission. The 
Commission's mission is to promote farmland preservation, assist with livestock issues, encourage 
agricultural opportunities, and continue farming traditions in the community.  

 

Interested candidates should send a letter of interest and any relevant experience to Colleen Lieb, 
Executive Assistant to the Select Board. Links can be found on the middleboroughma.gov website 
under Employment. 

 FLUMES FOR SALE                                                                                
Concrete & ADS Pipe • Installation Available                                                

Johnson Cranberries: 508-277-7035 

https://mass.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0656e10435e1a0d6d9a580ee7&id=7854b7d1e0&e=2ffc11553b
mailto:Laura.Maul@mass.gov
mailto:Gerald.Palano@mass.gov


LET’S TRY  SOME Cranberry Swirl Cheesecake! 

Ingredients: 

24 oz cream cheese  

2 tablespoons flour 

1 cup sugar 

3 eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

¼ cup heavy cream 

1 ½ cups sweetened cranberry puree  

Crust: 

2 ½ cups graham cracker crumbs 

1 cup melted butter 

Method: 

1. Gather ingredients and bring to room temperature 

2. Preheat oven to 325°F. 

3. To make the crust place graham cracker crumbs in a medium sized work bowl. Add melted 
butter and mix well. 

4. Press graham cracker mixture evenly over the bottom of a greased 10 inch spring form pan. 

5. Place cream cheese, flour and sugar in the work bowl of electric mixer. Beat on medium/high 
until smooth. Add eggs one at a time, scraping sides of bowl between each egg.  Add vanilla 
and heavy cream. Beat until smooth. 

6. Pour 2/3 of the cheesecake batter over the graham cracker crust. Spoon the sweetened cran-
berry puree over the cream cheese mix in dollops about 1 inch apart. Pour remaining batter 
over puree. Swirl through the batter and puree with a knife to achieve marble effect (be careful 
not to scrape crust). 

7. Create a water bath by placing the spring form pan in the center of a roasting pan. Pour hot 
water into the roasting pan approximately half way up the sides of the spring form pan. 

8. Place roasting in the center of preheated oven. Bake for 45-60 minutes. Check cake at 45 
minutes for doneness. Cheesecake will be golden brown and puffed in the center. If center is 
sagging add additional time as needed, and check every few minutes. 

9.   Let cheesecake stand for at least one and a half hours before refrigerating for 24 hours.  Slide                           
knife around rim of spring form pan, remove rim and serve. 



Bog Pets 
Meet MOLLY! 

Meet Molly, the adorable puggle (pug/beagle) with a heart of gold and a nose for       
mischief. From the moment she wobbled into the office at the beginning of April, Molly 
has been a welcome addition. What Molly lacks in size, she more than makes up for in 
personality. With her squishy face and expressive eyes, she charms everyone she 
meets. At the ripe old age of 9, Molly may be a little slower and grayer around the     
muzzle, but her spirit remains as lively as ever. She is eager to lend her superior       
sniffing and napping skills to the office and to support Massachusetts cranberry     
growers one ankle lick at a time.  Molly is a cancer survivor who is grateful to get some 
peace and quiet away from her twin brother, Otis, who does not know the meaning of 
personal space.   



 

 

UMASS Cranberry Station                                                      

VIRTUAL Pesticide Update Meeting                                                           

April 24                                                  

CCCGA Board of Directors Meeting                                        

April 25 

 

Cranberry Research Foundation                               

Annual Golf Tournament                                                

Southers Marsh Golf Club                                                                    

July 15 

CCCGA Annual Meeting  & Trade Show                                                        

AD Makepeace Company                                            

Carver Side Bog - Wareham                                                         

August 21                            

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



FOR SALE:  43’ Berry trailer. Tractor driven 4” 

Pacific berry pump and 13000 watt tractor driv-

en generator. Call Wayne: 508-941-4220 

FOR SALE:  Like new Alamo RM165 3pt 
Boom Mower in Raynham, MA for sale at a 
very reasonable price. Please call Kevin @ 
United for details...781-706-3430 

BOG FOR SALE OR LEASE: Interested pur-
chasing or leasing bogs located in Bourne or 
Falmouth. Number of acres to be purchased/
leased is negotiable depending on current con-
dition and location. Please contact Dan Ward: 
dan@wardaquafarms.com  

FOR SALE:  13- 100 Ft Lengths of Used 

Cranbarrier $4.00 per foot Please contact   
Oiva Hannula & Sons at 508-866-1075 

 
WANTED:  Pickup Trucks Needed. UMass 
Cranberry Station is looking for used pickup 
trucks (small and large) for purchase or      
donation. Please contact Rick at 413.230.1865 
if you have something that might work for us. 

 

HELP WANTED: Full time employment        

offered for work on cranberry bogs in Bourne 

and Falmouth, MA. Employment  includes  

benefits. Contact Brian Handy at 508-958-

4586. 

 WANTED:   Furford picking machine call Ben 
at 508-237-9252 or Alan 774-313-6560  

WANTED TO RENT:  Inside storage area. 

Call Wayne: 508-941-4220 

 
HELP WANTED: Full time hourly worker 

wanted. Cranberry farm worker, equipment 

operator and various other responsibilities. 

Opportunities for growth. Good pay, health 

insurance, housing opportunity for ideal can-

didate. E-mail: thegreenecompany@aol.com 

for full job description. 

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD hERE!!  

Free TO our members! 

mailto:dan@wardaquafarms.com

