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BOARD OF DIRECTOR NEWS 

 

Just as the seasons change, so, too, do the members of our Board of Directors. We would like to extend our 

sincerest thanks to Jeff Kapell and Mike Wainio for their years of contribution and service on the CCCGA 

Board. Jeff served as President from 1989 to 1991 and rejoined the Board in 2015, serving as Vice President 

for the entirety of his second term. Mike joined the Board in 2014 and has provided consistent leadership and 

insight to the Board and industry for nearly a decade. We wish them the best on their journeys beyond the 

Board.  

We are pleased to welcome Sarah Stearns and Eric Weston to the Board for the first time. Each of these 

members bring a different skill set to the table, helping to broaden the experience and perspective of the 

board. We look forward to working with Sarah and Eric. 

JEFF KAPELL MIKE WAINIO 
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CCCGA HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY                       

8:30 -  4:30                                                    



 

CHANGING ON THE FLY 

BY: BRIAN WICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

have a good discussion on the program and 
how it could be improved. Brad and Steve were 
able to provide some solid firsthand experience 
and Hilary and I carried forward thoughts that 
we have gleaned over time from speaking with 
growers and others. We completed the morning 
with a tour of state bog. Unfortunately, RMA 
missed seeing harvest by just a few days, but it 
was good to meet, make an important connec-
tion, and see if this might help to bring about 
change in the future.   
 
We are now looking to set up as many educa-
tional opportunities as we can this fall with     
government officials and legislative leaders to 
show them the cranberry harvest and further 
explain the industry, the economic and environ-
mental value of the industry, and the hard work 
that our growers do each day to raise this 
healthy crop. We have a few arranged and there 
will likely be more to follow. We are hoping to 
kick October off with an ñOctober is Cranberry 
Month in the Commonwealthò proclamation. Kim 
Miot is gearing up for a busy season of harvest 
tours with the public. We are excited to educate 
more people on cranberries. 
 
In closing, we continue to have notable chal-
lenges at the local level with some of our normal 
farming practices. What has historically been a 
non-issue has been getting more attention than 
seemingly should be. CCCGA, including the 
board, is working on this and it has our complete 
attention. We have a grower led ad hoc commit-
tee that is also involved in moving this along. 
Some things are in the works that will be more 
fully flushed out in the coming weeks. Our     
detractors will continue to make noise, but we 
will counter with positive and accurate messag-
ing, along with relevant research and facts. This 
issue will not go away quickly or quietly but the 
tide will be shifting. Progress is being made.  
 
As with anything you have read here or have on 
your mind, please always reach out to me or a 
board member to discuss further as youôd like. 
Best wishes for a safe, successful, and enjoya-
ble harvest season!  

September has been fruitful (pun intended) so 
far with having some beneficial meetings for 
CCCGA. First, Steve Ward, John Fernandes, 
and I visited with the new Commissioner of 
MassDEP, Bonnie Heiple and her team at their 
Boston headquarters. John Fernandes was   
instrumental in arranging the meeting. It was 
good to meet her and discuss items of           
importance to the Massachusetts cranberry    
industry. We provided her with a background on 
the industry and the work of CCCGA. We then 
reviewed the importance of the normal farming 
and improvement practices and their relation to 
the state wetlands protection act regulations, the 
use of water and sand by growers, bog renova-
tion activities, PFAS, bog restoration, and     
generally how MassDEP and the cranberry    
industry can continue to work together to       
support our respective missions. Commissioner 
Heiple was thoughtful and engaging, and we all 
left the meeting encouraged with what we antici-
pate will be a leader with a pragmatic and open-
minded approach. 
 
Up next, Kim Miot, Michele Pecoraro (Ideaz 
Ablaze consultant), and I visited Boston to meet 
with the new executive director of the Massa-
chusetts Office of Travel and Tourism (MOTT), 
Kate Fox. Michele was able to arrange this 
meeting and it was again an opportunity to intro-
duce our industry to the stateôs highest tourism 
office. We discussed our current and future 
plans for our public educational and tourism  
efforts and had a wide-ranging conversation 
about ag tourism, promotion, programs that may 
be available, and opportunities for future collab-
oration. Director Fox has a strong background in 
tourism and promotion and clearly is an expert 
in her space. She has many ideas for expanding 
the stateôs tourism efforts and we hope that 
Massachusetts Cranberries can help foster that 
growth with MOTT, MDAR, and others. 
 
We also met with the USDA Risk Management 
Deputy Director William Barnes from North Car-
olina to discuss crop insurance. Brad Morse, 
Hilary Sandler, Steve Ward, and I met at the 
UMass Cranberry Station to discuss the cran-
berry industry, the work of the Association, and 
to express our thoughts on federal crop insur-
ance. There are opportunities for improvement, 
and we were able to articulate our thoughts and  



 

Peter Beaton: peter@beatonscgs.com       

Rob Rubini: Rob@beatonscgs.com             


