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10 POWERS OF GUARDIANSHIP*

THESE ARE POWERS ASSIGNED TO YOUR GUARDIAN UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN RESTORED TO YOU.

1. ABODE

Your guardian helps you
choose where you live to
ensure that you are in a safe
and supportive home.
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PROPERTY

Your guardian will help make
sure your belongings (things
like clothes, furniture, etc.)
are cared for to the best of
their ability.

2.

CARE, NEEDS,
AND COMFORT

Your guardian will do what
they can to make sure you
have the things you need —
like food, clothes, medical
care and social connections.

CONTRACTS

Your guardian has the
authority to sign contracts
that may affect you, like
rental leases, credit card
applications and more.

MEDICAL
CONSENT

Your guardian works with you
to give consent for medical
treatment and gives permission
to doctors and other medical
professionals so you can receive
the care and support you need.

BENEFITS

Your guardian can help
you apply for and maintain
public assistance and
funding.

SUPERVISION

Your guardian can protect
you by limiting your rights or
access to people who may
harm you.This happens
when there are health or
safety concerns.

ABLE
ACCOUNT

Your guardian can set up a
special ABLE account for your
money so you can qualify for
benefits.

VOTE

Sometimes the right to vote
can be restricted by the court,
but unless specified by a court
order, you retain the right

to vote.

*These 10 powers are based on MN Statute 524.5-313
as of 12/12/2024.

This project was supported with funding from the
Minnesota Department of Human Services, Aging and
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10.

LEGAL
PROTECTION

Your guardian can start legal
proceedings on your behalf.
They can represent you regarding
concerns such as having any
criminal records sealed, in cases
of harassment and in any civil
court proceedings.
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