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Michigan Department of Education Office of Special Education (OSE)
OSE Update
December 2025
What’s New?
[bookmark: _Hlk146615560][bookmark: _Hlk146615536]Medicaid School Services Program (SSP)
Since 1993, Michigan Intermediate School Districts (ISDs) have participated in a federal and state-funded Medicaid reimbursement program.
Regional Medicaid SSP Meetings
Regional SPP meetings are held in the fall and spring conference. Upcoming fall 2025 dates:
Completed:
· Region 1 and Region 2 MARESA 9 a.m.-12 p.m. August 29, 2025
· Region 6 Kalamazoo RESA 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. October 14, 2025
· Region 3 Manistee 12 p.m.-3 p.m. October 15, 2025
· Region 8 Lapeer 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. November 6, 2025
· Region 9 Ingham 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. November 12, 2025
· Region 10 Oakland ISD 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. November 13, 2025
· Region 5 Muskegon 12 p.m.-3 p.m. November 17, 2025
· Region 7 Clare Gladwin RESD 12 p.m.-3 p.m. December 1, 2025
· Region 4 Cheboygan (COP) 9 a.m.-12 p.m. December 2, 2025
Public Consulting Group (PCG)
For more information on the SPL, Quarterly Reports, and/or the RMTS process, send emails to miaop@pcgus.com.
Community Health Automated Medicaid Processing System (CHAMPS)
For more information about CHAMPS or Medicaid reimbursement, contact Amy Kanter at KanterA@michigan.gov.
Behavioral Health State School Aid
· School-Based Behavioral Health Newsletter
Resources
· National Alliance for Medicaid in Education (NAME), Inc
· Become a NAME Member
Google Drive
Access to the drive is administered to the ISD Coordinators and Implementers who support their county’s Medicaid SSP and/or provide oversight and training to local entities. Included in the Google Drive are resources that partners are currently utilizing, editing, and sharing with others in the field to help provide Quality Assurance and Compliance with Medicaid Policy.
Documents in Dropbox and Google may represent historical and outdated information and are not meant to supersede current Medicaid Policy and are not vetted by MDHHS and/or MDE. For questions about the drive or to update or remove staff members, please contact Dana Billings at BillingsD1@michigan.gov to forward the information to the coordinator in charge of the drive.
Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF)
· MAF staff support families through outreach and mentoring and by providing a wealth of printed and electronic information and resources throughout the year.
· MAF provides information through a wide variety of virtual learning opportunities with MAF staff and partner agencies; recorded videos; and courses that are free to families, educators, and caregivers. See our upcoming events on our website. View our previously recorded webinars on our videos page.
· The Leaders in Policy Advocacy Series (LIPA) is a leadership development program for adults with developmental disabilities and parents of minor children with developmental disabilities. More information can be found on our LIPA page. LIPA is having a reunion. The last three cohorts will receive personal invitations.
· Michigan Alliance for Families is excited to continue our work with Project Launch. Led by the PACER Center, this initiative is a collaboration between eight Parent Centers across the Midwest. Project Launch helps youth and young adults with disabilities reach their postsecondary education, employment, and independent living goals through training and assistance for youth, families, and professionals. This work is made possible with a grant from the Rehabilitative Services Administration (RSA) for the years 2025-2030.
· MAF continues to work with the Opening the Pipeline of Talent into Michigan’s Special Education (OPTIMISE) core planning team, taskforce, and action teams. The goal is to build, support, and sustain a new education system that can enthusiastically attract, prepare, and retain an effective and diverse special education workforce to serve individuals across Michigan. OPTIMISE also has a newsletter. Sign up at the OPTIMISE's Constant Contact Page.
· Our newsletter is a great way to stay up to date with Michigan Alliance for Families events and special education news. We recently reached a milestone of 10,000 subscribers and are so pleased that our information and resources are reaching so many families and professionals across the state. Sign-up for our e-newsletter to receive special education information, find out about our upcoming events, and connect with Michigan resources.
Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance Center (MiMTSS TAC)
· The TA Center is collaborating with the Michigan Department of Education literacy unit to identify co-branded materials and training resources.
· The TA Center is collaborating with Office of Special Education staff on free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) to determine MTSS literacy/Social, Emotional, Behavioral Health (SEBH) training, coaching, and consultative supports.
Resource for Blind/Low Vision (RBLV) and Resource for Deaf/Hard of Hearing (RDHH)
· Camp Tuhsmeheta’s (Camp T) redesigned website, including an updated reservation system, is now live at camptuhsmeheta.org. Camp T, located in Greenville, Michigan, is part of MDE RBLV and MDE RDHH. The camp primarily provides programming for students who are BLV, DHH, and their families, but it may also be reserved by other education groups for a fee.
Camp T is also on Instagram! Follow @campt.social for updates and camp highlights.
· With more than 100 attendees from around the state, our 2025 RDHH Statewide Conference was one of our most attended conferences. Participants learned about a variety of important topics in the field of Deaf education, as well as practical skills they could use immediately in their schools and classrooms.
Special thanks to our conference partners: Michigan Hands & Voices, DB Central, and a team of school personnel who were involved in planning (Debra Burkhardt, Darlene Dorsette, Beth Kennedy, Jennifer Padgett, Caitlin Scollin, Andrea Skrocki, Lisa Tuttle, Kelly Young). We would also like to recognize Eagle Eye Golf Course and Banquet Center, which was flexible in providing space for the event after our original venue backed out.
· MDE RBLV and RDHH have issued annual reports for 2025:
· 2025 Camp Tuhsmeheta Annual Report
· 2025 MDE RBLV and RDHH Annual Report
Special Education Mediation Services (SEMS)
· SEMS would like to recognize the pending retirement of program coordinator, Cheryl Levine. Cheryl has spent more than 20 years helping to build on the nation’s most successful alternate dispute resolution programs for special education. Cheryl’s last day is December 31, 2025.
Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) Project
· [bookmark: _Hlk146615631]We are excited to introduce Learning Bites! START's Learning Bites (or "Bites") offer short, focused opportunities for professional learning that make it easy to grow your knowledge and skills on your own time. The Bites include a mix of videos, handouts, resources, and tools designed to support neuroaffirming and inclusive educational practices. Whether you have a few minutes or an hour, you can dive into a topic that meets your needs and apply what you learn right away.
· Celebrate 25 years of START with our 25th Anniversary START Speaker Series. This virtual series brings together an engaging lineup of speakers who will share perspectives on diverse, meaningful topics that reflect our ongoing commitment to inclusion and empowerment for all students. Learn more about the speaker series.
· START Connecting articles, supporting educators and families of students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), are available on the START website. Currently, there are more than 3,350 subscribers. Anyone wishing to receive the updates can sign up on the START website.
· Recent articles:
· Transition Planning: Early Childhood Through Adulthood for Autistic Students
· The Classroom Environment and Teaching Assessment (CETA) Updates
· Paths to Learning is START’s training framework. Designed to give learners the opportunity to direct their professional development experience through flexible options and formats, START’s Paths to Learning involves both live learning opportunities (in-person and virtual) and self-paced learning.
· Save the Date! We are looking ahead to next year’s 25th Annual START Conference in 2026, a milestone we’re excited to celebrate with you. The 25th Annual START Conference will be held on May 4, 2026, at the Lansing Center. We are thrilled to share that the conference will feature Shelley Moore, Elizabeth Biggs, and Mateo Moreno.
Employment Opportunities
Michigan Alliance for Families
· MAF is accepting applications for a regional parent mentor for Genesee
County. The Regional Parent Mentor provides special education and disability-related information and resources to families and professionals within their region. For more information, visit our hiring page.
Upcoming Learning Opportunities
Alt+Shift
· Supporting Augmentative and Alternative Communication at Home
· December 9, 2025 (11:00 a.m.-noon) – Virtual
· In partnership with the Michigan Alliance for Families
· Comprehensive Communication Supports and Strategies
· January 27, 2026 (9:00 a.m.-Noon) – Virtual
· February 10, 2026 (9:00 a.m.-Noon) – Virtual
· Two-session event in collaboration with START
· Supporting Augmentative and Alternative Communication at Home
· February 25, 2025 (noon -1:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· In partnership with the Michigan Alliance for Families
· Assistive Technology: What It Is and Why It Matters
· March 13, 2026 (Noon-1:00 p.m.) – Virtual
Medicaid School Services Program (SSP)
Quarterly Medicaid SSP Implementer Meetings
Implementer meetings are presented quarterly for coordinators who support the Medicaid SSP. Implementer meetings for 2025-2026:
· December 9, 2025, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Ingham
· March 10, 2026, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Ingham
· June 9, 2026, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Ingham
For more information, please contact Dana Billings at BillingsD1@michigan.gov.
Statewide Medicaid Training:
· Spring Registration: TBD
School Services Program Medicaid Conference
· Save the Date Medicaid SSP Conference: Park Place, Traverse City
April 14-15. 2026. Registration Coming Soon.
[bookmark: _Michigan_Alliance_for]Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF)
Families and professionals can access our on-demand webinars at any time. Find more details on all learning opportunities on our event page.
· Understanding IEPs
· December 10, 2025 (Noon –1:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· IEP: A Closer Look
· December 11, 2025 (9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· From Puzzled to Prepared: Present Level for Preschool
· December 11, 2025 (5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Behavior is Communication (Part 2)
· December 12, 2025 (1:00 p.m.–2:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Special Education Evaluation and Eligibility
· January 7, 2026 (Noon–1:30 pm) – Virtual
· Collaborating on Transition
· January 7, 2026 (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· Collaborative Communication in Special Education
· January 12, 2026 (6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Mental Health is Essential! And Key to Success at School
· January 13, 2026 (9:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.) – Virtual
· Transition: Employment Expectations
· January 14, 2026 (6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Skills for Effective Parent Advocacy
· January 14, 2026 (Noon–1:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· IEP: A Closer Look
· January 15, 2026 (5:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Shaping IEPs with Student Strengths
· January 20, 2026 (Noon–1:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· College Planning with an IEP
· January 21, 2026 (6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Sensory Processing Disorders (Part 1)
· January 23, 2026 (1:00 p.m.–2:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Empowered Parent IEP Course
· January 26, 2026 (4:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· February 2, 2026 (4:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· February 9, 2026 (4:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Registration opens December 12, 2025.
· FAPE in the LRE 
· January 27, 2026 (9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Sensory Processing Disorders (Part 2)
· January 30, 2026 (1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Special Education State Complaints
· February 4, 2026 (Noon-1:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Early Intervention and IFSPs: A Closer Look
· February 5, 2026 (9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· How to Build Trusting Relationships
· February 5, 2026 (4:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Transition: What You Need to Know
· February 7, 2026 (9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· IEP: A Closer Look
· February 9, 2026 (Noon–1:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Understanding Personal Curriculum and Graduation
· February 10, 2026 (Noon-2:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· Due Process Complaint and Hearing
· February 11, 2026 (Noon–1:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Navigating Early Childhood Special Education-Preschool
· February 12, 2026 (9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m.) – Virtual
· Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
· February 12, 2026 (Noon–1:30 p.m.) - Virtual
Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance Center (MiMTSS TAC)
Looking for professional opportunities? Check out the MiMTSS TA professional learning calendar of events. Do you want to know about new technical assistance center events so you can register? Request to be added to the TA Center listserv to receive email notifications regarding upcoming events by signing up through the listserv signup page.
Special Education Mediation Services (SEMS)
SEMS customizes training for schools and family serving agencies. Reach out if you are interested in what we have to offer by calling 517-334-0034, or visit the SEMS website.
SEMS collaborates with the Michigan Alliance for Families on numerous training events. See the MAF upcoming training section for more information.
· How to Develop and Maintain Trust in School-Family Partnerships – Even with the Most Challenging Personalities 2.0
· February 25, 2026 (1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.) – Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, MI
· Breakout session at the Michigan Council for Exceptional Children Conference
Resource for Blind/Low Vision (RBLV) and Resource for Deaf/Hard of Hearing (RDHH)
· For more information on the events listed above and other events offered by MDE RBLV and MDE RDHH, sign up for the MDE-LIO email list or visit
MDE-LIO Events.
· LEAD-K Assessment Data: Step-by-Step Reporting Made Simple, various dates/times from November 24 – December 12: Join us for a one-hour virtual training session designed to guide early interventionists and school personnel through the procedures for submitting language assessment data of children who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH), ages 0-5. Offered by the University of Colorado – Boulder Early Language Outcomes (ELO) Lab, this training will provide clear, practical steps to ensure accurate reporting. Multiple dates and times are offered for this training; attendees are invited to select the date/time that works best for them when registering.
· 2026 Train the Trainers: Strengthening Skills in Access Technology Assessments, January 23, March 6, and May 13, 2026: Join MDE RBLV for a dynamic three-part workshop designed specifically for teachers of students with blindness or low vision (TVIs). Through interactive demonstrations, guided practice, and collaborative discussions, participants will learn to:
· conduct thorough assessments of student technology needs
· partner effectively with families, educators, and service providers
· identify and recommend the right tools to foster independence
· integrate practical strategies and resources into everyday instruction
· Upcoming family/student events:
· Michigan Regional Braille Challenge at Kent ISD (January 24), Macomb ISD (February 21), or Online (February 21): This two-stage contest is designed to motivate students who are BLV to emphasize their study of braille, while rewarding their success with fun-filled, but challenging, regional and national events. After this initial round, students who qualify will be invited to compete in the Braille Challenge Finals, hosted by Braille Institute.
· DHH Family Winter Camp at Camp T (January 24-25): At this event, families will have an opportunity to snowshoe, build snowmen, and sled during this fun-filled event. This overnight camp will also allow campers to explore camp and all its beauty during winter.
Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) Project
Visit the START Trainings webpage for upcoming training and training series schedules.
· 25th Anniversary START Speaker Series
· December 15, 2025 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Featuring guest speaker Christopher R. Bugaj, MA CCC-SLP
· 25th Anniversary START Speaker Series
· January 12, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Featuring guest speaker Carly Gilson
· Peers Matter: Fostering Social Communication and Friendship for Students Who Use or Would Benefit from AAC
· January 13, 2026 (9:00 a.m.-Noon) – Virtual
· Behavior Escalation and Scripts
· January 14 and January 21, 2026 (1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· Coaching STARTs Here
· January 15 and January 12, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–Noon) – Virtual
· Providing Behavior Support in the Early Childhood Classroom	
· January 16, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Comprehensive Communication Supports and Strategies
· January 27, 2026 and February 10, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–Noon) – Virtual
· This training is co-sponsored by START and Alt+Shift
· Increasing Academic Engagement
· January 29, 2026 (8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· FAPE in the LRE
· January 29, 2026 (Noon-3:00 p.m.); Zoom
· 25th Anniversary START Speaker Series
· February 6, 2026 (9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Featuring guest speaker Mandy J. Rispoli, PhD, BCBA-D, LBA
· Increasing Academic Engagement
· February 12, 2026 (8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Preschool Life Skills (PLS) For All
· February 20, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· 25th Anniversary START Speaker Series
· March 3, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Featuring guest speaker Mike Marotta
· Increasing Academic Engagement
· March 5, 2026 (8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.) – Virtual
· Level Up Peer to Peer	
· March 6, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.) – Kellogg Center, Lansing, MI Lansing
· Toilet Training and Adaptive Skills in Early Childhood
· March 6, 2026 (9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.) – Virtual
· Behavior Escalation and Scripts
· March 12 and 19, 2026 (1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.) – Virtual
· Co-sponsored by START and the MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center
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