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Autonomous Surface Vessel Testing 

 
 
The Captain of the Port (COTP) Houston-Galveston is advising mariners to proceed with caution when transiting 
offshore near Galveston Beach and Crystal Beach, Texas (Bolivar Peninsula) due to autonomous surface vessel 
(ASV) activities. 
 
Saronic Technologies is conducting ASV operational testing Mondays through Fridays from approximately 0800-
1800 local central time at the location shown below. 
 
Mariners transiting the area should proceed with caution, at a safe speed, and hail the support vessel “Saronic 
Ranger” on VHF Channel 16, if needed.  The area of operations are bounded by the following waypoints as 
displayed below: 
 
OP Box 1 
• 29° 25.352' N, 094° 36.157' W 
• 29° 25.334' N, 094° 31.592' W 
• 29° 22.251' N, 094° 33.004' W 
• 29° 22.233' N, 094° 37.549' W 

OP Box 2  
• 29° 10.200' N, 094° 43.000' W 
• 29° 8.200' N, 094° 47.100' W 
• 29° 11.800' N, 094° 49.500' W 
• 29° 14.700' N, 094° 45.300' W 

OP Box 3  
• 29° 25.493' N, 094° 21.505' W 
• 29° 23.388' N, 094° 26.708' W 
• 29° 27.844' N, 094° 29.322' W 
• 29° 29.938' N, 094° 24.115' W 
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Additional guidance related to this bulletin may be issued in the form of further Marine Safety Information 
Bulletins, Broadcast Notice to Mariners, or other forms as necessary. 
 
Please contact Marine Safety Unit Texas City at (206) 815-7007 or TexasCityWWM@uscg.mil during normal 
office hours Monday-Friday from 0700-1600 for any questions related to this bulletin or to coordinate any future 
ASV activities.  Alternatively, the Sector Houston-Galveston Command Center may be reached after hours at 
(866) 539-8114 to facilitate responses as required. 
 
This bulletin shall remain active until December 31, 2026, or superseded by future direction. 
 
 
 

NICOLE D. RODRIGUEZ 
Captain, United States Coast Guard 

Captain of the Port 
 

 

Sector Houston-Galveston distributes all Marine Safety Information Bulletins through GovDelivery. To receive these directly set up an account at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/subscriber/new and select Sector Houston Galveston Waterway Management. 
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